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WELCOME TO THE GLOBE! THE REGULAR JOURNAL FOR THE FRIENDS 
OF THE STOCKTON & DARLINGTON RAILWAY 
 

This edition of the Globe finds the Friends at an exciting time of change. At our recent AGM, 
Trish Pemberton, our founding chair stood down and our previous Vice Chair Niall Hammond 
took on the mantle of Chair, with our trustee Professor Alan Townsend taking on the role of 
Vice Chair. We also welcome the Hon. Matthew Pease as our new President and Jane 
Hackworth-Young as Vice President.  Our heartfelt thanks go to Trish for all her amazing 
work over the past years and we are really pleased that she will remain as a trustee and 
focus on our exceptionally important education work.  

In addition to changing faces, we are also thrilled to have successfully secured for the 
Friends a £35,000 grant from the government’s Culture Recovery Fund for Heritage that will 
allow us to complete the work we need to do to develop into an organisation capable of 
looking after the line when the celebrations are over in 2025.  It will also allow us to redevelop 
our web site which has served us extremely well to this point but now needs a redesign to 
match our ambitions.  This grant, together with another award from Historic England of 
£40,000 over the next three years, means that we can build our work engaging with 
communities all along the line and develop our schools’ education programme. 

We have also delivered our first HAZ (Heritage Action Zone) Heritage Festival jointly with the 
Bishop Auckland HAZ in very difficult circumstances and we would like to thank all the 
Friends who supported the festival in a range of ways.  Read the article about the festival and 
find out more – especially about our new YouTube channel which we hope you will visit if you 
haven’t already done so.  The channel was developed by John Wilson – who also did the 
filming and editing for our programmes about the Hackworth family, the groups along the line 
and ‘where we are and where we’re going’. 

We would like to take this chance to thank Annalisa (delivery manager of the Bishop 
Auckland HAZ) and Richie (the delivery manager for our own HAZ) for the work they put into 
making the Festival happen – and to all those Friends who donated hundreds of hours of 
their time which we hope they all feel was worthwhile as we do. 

This is the last edition of 2020 and the last edition before Christmas and so may we take this 
opportunity to wish you all the best Christmas possible in our current circumstances and 
hope that things will return to normal soon. 

Trish Pemberton and Niall Hammond, Chairs, Friends of the S&DR 
 

The Friends of the S&DR. Who we are and what we do. 
We are a registered charity and we: 

 act as an umbrella organisation for all those interested in our railway heritage 
 lobby and work with local authorities and government 
 push forward on survey, research and conservation of the line 
 raise the profile and awareness of our industrial heritage, locally, nationally and 
internationally 

 protect and care for the S&DR remains 
 explore the case for World Heritage Site status  
 support coordinated development of footpaths and interpretation to safely access the line 
 work with others on events for 2025, Bicentenary Year. 
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THE OTHER GEORGE STEPHENSON 

Brendan Boyle 

THIS ARTICLE is about George Stephenson of the Stockton and Darlington Railway - 
but not the man you first think of. This George was also a Northumbrian who rose 
from humble rural beginnings and was celebrated for his work for the Company. His 
misfortune was to share a name with the world's most famous engineer, leading to a 
continuing confusion of identity. 
 
We don't restrict ourselves to Mr Stephenson's biography, however - fascinating though it is. 
We probe his much-repeated words to understand the Company's attitude to alcohol and 
shed light on other parts of the Railway's history. Finally, we propose an inexpensive solution 
to the identity muddle that would enhance the experience of visitors and the knowledge of 
townspeople of Darlington's historic railway quarter. 
 
A Street By Any Other Name 
 
Darlington's two most impressive relics of the early Stockton and Darlington Railway are the 
grade II* listed North Road Station (with its museum) and Skerne Bridge scheduled 
monument. They are linked by McNay Street, with the stately, grade II, 1 & 2 McNay Street 
(often known as the Goods Agent’s Offices) of 1840 abutting its north side. 
 

 
Stephenson Street 

 
Opposite the latter is a modest side street - Stephenson Street. Victorian-terraced on its west 
side, if anyone pays any attention to it at all they will assume it was named after the man who 
masterminded the building of the1825 Railway. End of interest. In fact, it was named nearly 
fifty years later after another Stephenson - and another George at that. 
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1 & 2 McNay Street (1840 offices) overlooking Stephenson St 

 
The background to its construction (and that of McNay Street) tells us something about the 
evolution of the S&DR and the North Road area that might modestly enlighten visitors (and 
residents) en-route between the major monuments. But first, the story of the second George 
Stephenson and his rise from servant to become one of the most influential men on the 
Stockton and Darlington Railway. 
 
PART 1, GEORGE THE SECOND 
 
The famous George Stephenson was born to poor parents in Wylam, south Northumberland, 
in 1781. 'Our' George Stephenson was born 32 miles to the north in the village of Glanton, 
near Wooler, on 19 December 1807. His name was misspelt 'Stevenson' in the baptismal 
record at Glanton Presbyterian church but the records for his two older sisters and father 
were all given as 'Stephenson'.1 His father James's occupation was not recorded but James's 
family had lived in a farming hamlet south of Glanton so he may have been an agricultural 
worker.2 
 
Glanton was a Presbyterian village, the only church being of that religion and the village 
school also having been founded by Presbyterians.3 The proximity of the village to Scotland 
may explain the predominance of Presbyterianism. George presumably attended the village 
school and his subsequent career suggests he received a sound education. He was said to 
have remained a 'churchman' all his life.4 

 

Way Down South 
 
George had found his way south to the Darlington area by the 1830s and in May 1834, at the 
age of 26, he married 23-year old Ann Hadrick (or Hadderick) at Aycliffe.5 Ann's father ran 
Aycliffe Mill. Unusually, unlike hundreds of others migrating from rural areas, George did not 
come directly to work on the expanding Stockton and Darlington Railway but was employed 
as a servant, according to the baptismal record for the couple's first child, Mary, in 1835.6 
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His employee seems to have been Henry Pascoe Smith, a Cornish-born lawyer who had just 
bought Hall Garth at nearby Coatham Mundeville.7 George's time as 'a man of all work' was 
short, however, as Smith was a director of railway companies associated with the S&DR, 
including the Great North of England and the Bishop Auckland & Weardale, and he soon 
found George employment with the S&DR. 
 

 
Hall Garth, Coatham Mundeville 

 
From Rails to Desk 
 
George's first railway job, later in 1835, was as a platelayer.8 His talents were evidently more 
desk-oriented, though, as by 1839 he was a clerk in the Company's Railway Coach office in 
Darlington, in a position of modest seniority - a letter of complaint from a junior colleague 
suggests that he could be overbearing.9 
 
The June 1841 Census recorded George, still a clerk, by himself in one of five dwellings 
(three occupied by railway families) at what the enumerator described as 'Railway Station'. It 
is not clear which buildings these were as proposals to build North Road station - which 
eventually incorporated a number of cottages - were not accepted by the Company before 
August 1841.10  
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That same Census night Ann and the couple's by-then two young children were recorded 
staying with her parents at Brafferton Mill. They seem to have been visiting as the second 
child, John Henry, had been baptised in Darlington just 11 days earlier.11 
 
George and Ann's next two children were also baptised in Darlington, at St Cuthbert's in 1843 
and 1846, and George was still recorded by the parish as a 'clerk in the railway office'.12 
 
By March 1847, however, a directory was describing him as a 'superintendent' for the 
railway.13 And the family's home was now said to be 'Railway Cottage' - a large detached 
property in its own grounds just north of the railway on North Road, so his post was clearly 
regarded as a senior managerial one. 
 
 

A year later, at the age of 39, he was listed in another directory as 'station master'.14 The rise 
from humble platelayer within 13 years would have been down to his managerial abilities - 

but the fact that his mentor, Henry 
Pascoe Smith, had in 1845 been 
appointed to the management committee 
of the S&DR Company would have done 
him no harm.15 The 1851 Census 
confirmed his occupation as station 
master and his abode as Railway 
Cottage. 
 
Some historians when describing George 
refer to him, rather demeaningly, as 'a 
station master at North Road', as if that 
was the height of his career. In fact, he 
only occupied that post for a handful of 
years, continuing his upward progression 
by being promoted soon to the role of 
passenger superintendent. Then in 1854 
he succeeded to responsibility also for 
the Railway's goods movements.16 In 
other words he became the manager of 
both goods and passenger traffic for the 
whole S&DR network. His office 
remained at North Road station - the 
heart of the S&DR - and his home at 
nearby Railway Cottage. 
 
 
 

PART 2, THE LETTER 
 
It was in the role of manager of goods and passengers that George emerged in 1860 from 
behind his desk to make a very public contribution to the national debate on temperance and 
the prohibition of alcohol. He had been asked by the grandson of the 'father of the railways' 
Edward Pease - also called Edward, this one just 26 years old - for his views on the sale of 
drink at railway stations. Young Pease was greatly interested in the temperance cause, which 
had spread from America to Britain by the mid-century (the earliest UK temperance societies 

George Stephenson 
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being apparently inspired by a Presbyterian minister), and Stephenson was happy to set out 
his knowledge of the evolving policies of the S&DR in a letter which Pease forwarded to The 
Times and copied to other newspapers throughout the land.17 
 
The letter, although long, is worth reciting in full:18 
 
'Stockton and Darlington Railway, Manager's-office, 
Goods and Passenger Department, Darlington, Sept 6. 
 
Dear Sir, - You ask for my opinion 'as to the effects of selling drink at Railway Stations'. To 
this I can unhesitatingly reply, the effects are most pernicious. On this subject I can speak 
from experience, for the Stockton and Darlington Railway Company, since I became 
acquainted with it (twenty five years ago), has had a fair trial of both sides of the question. 
 
In the days of stage-coach travelling it was the universal custom to book passengers at inns, 
and when the first railway was opened, the stations were not considered complete without a 
portion of it being set apart for the sale of drink. Consequently full provision for supplying this 
kind of 'refreshment' was made at every station on the line. This arrangement, which was at 
first considered an absolute necessity, continued in force for several years, and this gave us 
an ample opportunity of witnessing the effects of that side of the question. 
 
These effects may be summed up in a few words. The temptation to drink being placed so 
prominently before the company's servants, led to habits of drinking among them, and, 
consequently, neglect of duty. Porters were 'treated' by passengers and sometimes got to 
think more of the drink than their work. 
 
Cases of drunkenness occurred amongst passengers which would not if drink had not been 
so easily obtainable. Delay of trains not infrequently happened in order to give opportunities 
for obtaining this 'refreshment'. We had greater liability to accidents, which were of too 
frequent occurrence, together with all the annoyance and inconvenience of having men to do 
the work who were not always to be depended upon. 
 
All these results being fully demonstrated by experience, led to the ultimate abolition of drink 
from the railway stations. Although in a pecuniary point of view it appeared a sacrifice, the 
duty to abolish the traffic became so apparent, that the directors could no longer hesitate to 
make the change. It is now some years since this was done and I am happy to say we never 
yet had cause to regret it. 
 
There is not now a station on this, the oldest line in the kingdom, where intoxicating drinks 
are sold, and I hope that this state of things will ever continue. I am not aware that any other 
railway company has adopted this plan, but am satisfied that if all railway companies were to 
do away with the sale of drink at their stations, they would be best consulting the interests of 
the shareholders and the welfare of the travelling public. 
 
There is no question but that much property and many valuable lives are annually sacrificed 
through drink; and, therefore, everything that we can possibly do should be done to lessen 
the facilities for obtaining it. I am every day more and more convinced that, if we want to 
prevent drunkenness we must remove the temptation to drink out of the way. 
 
If a railway company allows drink to be sold at their stations, they ought not to be surprised if 
some of the men occasionally get intoxicated and neglect their duty. And when we consider 
that the slightest inattention of an engineman or guard, pointsman or signalman, might be 
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productive of the most fearful consequences, it seems impossible to take too much 
precaution. By removing the temptation to drink as far away as possible, we adopt one great 
means of keeping a sober set of men. That such has been the result I am perfectly satisfied, 
and have no doubt that if all railway companies would follow the example they would bear me 
out without exception. 
 
I remain, Dear Sir, yours truly, 
GEO. STEPHENSON'. 
 
George must have been aware of Pease's intention to promulgate the letter in the cause of 
temperance under the cloak of safety. As Pease said in his covering note to editors, 
republishing it 'would probably have great weight with those who are officially or otherwise 
concerned in the welfare of railway passengers and railway officials'. 
 
Before scrutinising the letter, it is worth noting that although Edward was a Quaker, and many 
Quakers in the mid-to-late 19th-century adopted a temperance position, that was not always 
the case. 'Father of the railways' Edward, for instance, was said to be 'not over partial to such 
causes as the total abstinence one', and beer and wine were 'always provided' with his 
evening meal.19 Indeed, his wife was a brewer's daughter. The Quaker-dominated 
management of the Railway had, in the 1820s, even built three inns and a brewery - two of 
the inns still trading in 1860.20 
 
So, what does the letter tell us? 
 
a) The S&DR's Early 'Stations' Sold Alcohol 
 
'When the first railway was opened, the stations were not considered complete without a 
portion of it being set apart for the sale of drink. ... full provision ... was made at every station 
on the line. This arrangement ... continued in force for several years.' 
 
This is second-hand knowledge as George was not involved in the Railway until ten years 
after it opened; there were also no such things at the outset as 'stations'. He is correct, 
however, based on the history of Aycliffe Lane (see below), that when 'proto-stations' were 
developed the sale of alcohol was indeed considered essential. So we can assume that 
when the S&DR's 'cottages for the accommodation of Passengers and Parcels' opened at 
Fighting Cocks and 'Yarm' (where Allen's West halt now stands) in November 1830, for 
instance, they would have had alcohol available for passengers. 
 
The Manchester terminus of the Liverpool & Manchester Railway, which opened to 
passengers on 15 September 1830, is often described as the world's first railway station but 
the Stockton and Darlington line has a greater claim to the title for their 'house', as the S&DR 
called it, at Aycliffe Lane. (The oldest part of the presently-vacant Locomotion One pub at 
Heighington Station.) 
 
This was built in 1827 and, after three applications and an appeal, was licensed on 20 
October 1829. The tenant was already living at the premises so it could have opened to the 
public within days.21 Known as the King's Arms,22 it was intended by the Company to act as a 
de facto station, as they made clear at the 1829 appeal when describing it as somewhere 
'individuals travelling by railway coach' could wait and shelter and where the 'considerable 
passage of parcels and goods of every description on the railway' for the area could be 
'received and booked'.23 What it did not do is sell tickets as these did not exist at the time, 
passengers simply paying drivers. 
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The S&DR's solicitor, Francis Mewburn, was challenged at the appeal as to why the 
Company could not provide 'private receiving houses' other than via licensed premises. He 
said it was 'unreasonable' to require the Company, after they had expended between 
£200,000 and £300,000 on the railway, to be called upon to provide 'every accommodation 
that the public might require'.24 
 
In other words - no alcohol, no 'stations'. 
 
b) Workers' and Passengers' Drinking was Conflated 
 
'The temptation to drink being placed so prominently before the company's servants, led to 
habits of drinking among them, and, consequently, neglect of duty. ... Cases of drunkenness 
occurred amongst passengers which would not if drink had not been so easily obtainable. 
Delay of trains not infrequently happened in order to give opportunities for obtaining this 
'refreshment'. We had greater liability to accidents.' 
 
George conflates the different issues of drinking by railway 'servants' and that by 
passengers. It is true that in the early years the Company were ambivalent to employees 
consuming some alcohol on duty - water along many parts of the line was unfit to drink. But 
from the start they were strict if the imbibing went too far: 
 

• On 14 October 1825, when Thomas Close was contracted to run the first horse-drawn 
passenger coach he was informed 'that the first time he is seen intoxicated he will be 
dismissed & the sum due to him as Wages shall be forfeited'.25 
 

• On 24 October 1828, Jas. Stephenson (engineer George's younger brother?) was fined £2 
'for being intoxicated when going with his Engine on the 22nd inst'.26 
 

• On 20 October 1829 at the licensing appeal, solicitor Mewburn stated that the Company 
'were very strict over the conduct of all of their servants on the whole line of the rail-way, 
keeping a police-officer to preserve order and regularity amongst the workmen (fining, under 
the powers of their act of parliament, such as infringed any of their bye-laws) and inspecting 
the public houses already on the rail-way, to see that they did not encourage the workmen'.27 
 
It is understandable, for safety reasons, that a prohibitionist policy would have been 
introduced eventually for on-duty employees, but the necessity to do so for passengers at 
stations is not at all obvious. The country's other railways being addressed in George's letter 
clearly did not consider it necessary ('I am not aware that any other railway company has 
adopted this plan'). The most likely - and surely only possible - rationale for the S&DR 
restriction is moralistic. 
 
In other words, George's exhortation to other companies to ban drinking at stations was a 
barely disguised evangelising - by himself and young Edward - of the temperance agenda. 
 
c) The Drinks Ban May Have Started at Aycliffe Lane 
 
'All these results ... led to the ultimate abolition of drink from the railway stations ... It is now 
some years since this was done.' 
 
George doesn't say when drink was abolished from the S&DR's stations other than it was 
'some years' before 1860. A Darlington amateur historian, Charles ('CP') Nicholson writing in 
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the early 1900s, said it was 'beginning with the early part of the Forties' when 'experience 
and temperance education led [the Company] to change their views'.28 Such timing could 
explain the disappearance of the inn function from the 'house' at Aycliffe Lane which the 
Company had worked long and hard to license. 
 
The last reference to the Aycliffe Lane 'proto-station's' part-use as an inn was in April 1835 
when the S&DR sought quotations to paint the Company's properties between Aycliffe and 
Fighting Cocks.29  The building was listed in the specification as 'Aycliffe Lane Inn'. (Its front 
door was to be painted grained oak.) The title suggests the Company had no intention at that 
time of ending its use as an inn. By January 1840, however, the Company's Minutes were 
calling the building 'Aycliffe Lane Station', and there cannot have been an innkeeper-station 
master as 'the Gatekeeper at Aycliffe Lane' was required to 'ticket the passengers'.30 The 
1841 Census tended to confirm the absence of an inn facility: it recorded a family in 
occupation at 'Railway House' - that of Matthew Stephenson who had taken over the 'public 
house' in 1833 - but it made no mention of an inn and Matthew's occupation was given as 
'farmer'. 
 
So, the sale of alcohol from this particular station appears to have ended in the late 1830s. 
Other stations will have soon followed suit. Company regulations issued on 28 March 1842 
contain a suggestion that all may have ceased even by then as drink-deprived train drivers 
were apparently having to seek 'refreshment' elsewhere - gatekeepers were instructed, 'To 
report all Enginemen stopping at public houses, or otherwise neglecting their duty'.31 

 
Although Aycliffe Lane did not rely solely on travellers for its alcohol sales few passengers 
would have been inconvenienced by the loss of the inn function. Coach returns for spring 
1840 show that just over 10 people a day departed from the station.32

 This minimal railway 
trade could have encouraged the Company to introduce its prohibitionist policy there. 
Similarly, at some of its other small stations: Fighting Cocks, for instance, recorded just 15 
departing passengers a day in March 1841.33 The much busier stations at Darlington and 
Stockton would have involved more contentious decisions. 

 
PART 3, AFTER THE LETTER 
 
George remained in the same senior managerial post for many years, its importance 
increasing with the growth in the network and continuing after the amalgamation of the S&DR 
with the North Eastern Railway Company (NER) in 1863. The amalgamation agreement 
actually gave the S&DR management considerable independence for the first ten years with 
George's job title becoming 'Goods and Traffic Manager of the Darlington Section of the 
NER.34 
 
His responsibilities extended a lot further than the original S&DR line: 'from Penrith in 
Cumberland to Loftus-in-Cleveland ... it ramified into the very heart of the Northern coal and 
iron fields. Besides ... the main line, he had under his control the Guisbrough, Battersby, 
Richmond, Stanhope, Middleton, Benfieldside, and Tebay lines - making a total of more than 
200 miles'.35 
 
September 1875 brought the 50th anniversary of the opening of the original line and a 
reference, if not entirely accurate, to the Company's prohibition of alcohol. At the celebratory 
banquet Henry Pease, Chairman of the Darlington Section, bragged about the good safety 
record of the old S&DR ('clear of the blood of any one of Her Majesty's subjects') and 
remarked that, 'How far the resolution not to sell spirituous liquors at any of their stations ... 
had contributed to this, he had no right to argue' but it 'might go for something'.36 
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The Middleton Years 
 
During the 1860s old Railway Cottage was replaced on its North Road plot by a new house 
for the Stephenson family, with the name Gloucester Villa. George continued to cite this as 
his place of abode for Darlington elections until 1879 even though, some time between spring 
1871 and the beginning of 1873, he and his family moved to Castle Hill in rural Middleton 
One Row.37 He appears to have retained the tenancy of the Villa not only for voting eligibility 
(Middleton was outside the Borough) but as a home for his youngest son, John Hadrick. 
 
The move to the countryside may have been prompted by a desire for cleaner air. By the 
early 1870s he had not only worked but lived alongside the increasingly smokey and dirty 
railway for three decades. His health was certainly poor by the summer of 1878 as the 
Northern Echo reported that he had been 'taken suddenly ill' for a few days with 'dangerous 
symptoms'.38 He recovered sufficiently to resume working and was a regular commuter from 
Fighting Cocks station. Notwithstanding his illness, he clearly had no intention of retiring from 
the Railway, even in his seventies - all public opportunities to refer to him as 'retired' 
(including in the 1881 Census) being eschewed. 
 

His illness caught up with him eventually, however, and after 
lingering for seven months he died on 11 November 1881, 
aged 73. The Darlington & Stockton Times recorded that 'For 
a long time the deceased gentlemen had been suffering from 
chest infection, asthma and a complication of diseases, which 
incapacitated him from taking that active part in the duties of 
the world to which he had, during a long life, been 
accustomed'.39 The Northern Echo referred to lung disease.40 
 
The nature of his fatal ailments prompt the question feared by 
steam enthusiasts: did the coal-powered railways that gave 
him such a long and successful career contribute directly to 
his death? 
 
PART 4, LIFE AND DEATH 
 
The newspapers carried fulsome reports of George's life 
story, his death and his funeral - a huge one even by Victorian 
standards.41 He was clearly well-known and no ordinary 
railway man, even in a town dominated by that industry. His 
last journey saw the horse-drawn hearse and family carriages 
travel the six miles from Middleton to Darlington's West 

Cemetery. As it passed St John's church on the east side of town it was joined by 'many 
gentlemen, together with a large number of carriages'. 
 
The eulogies described him as 'the oldest railway manager in the world', with 'nearly half a 
century of experience of railways' and 'the last of the officials connected with the famous line 
in its early years'. 'The birth, growth, and development of the railway into its present gigantic 
proportions' all coming 'within the compass of his lengthy life.' 
 
As for his character, although 'with his ready tongue he could strike hard and sure' it was 
'without personal animus'. And 'to the humblest and highest he was always the same. He 
never passed a railway man without a pleasant, cheery word of recognition or pointed inquiry 

Stephenson's grave in West 
Cemetery 
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as to his duties'. He 'rarely overlooked details, especially those affecting the safe and efficient 
working of the railway'. 'Though never prominent in politics, he was always on the Liberal 
side at the right time'.42 
 
The respect in which he was held was evident in the funeral procession, described as 'one of 
the largest ever seen in Darlington': 
  
'Every grade ... from director down to the humblest official was represented in its sad line'. It 
included 'most of the leading inhabitants, railway officials, heads of departments, and 
stationmasters on the different lines under Mr Stephenson's management. After the 
superintendents of the railway police came the workmen from the carriage works of the 
North-Eastern Railway, porters and signalmen, engineers, mineral and other railway officials, 
passengers and goods agents, clerks and other departments, the management office staff at 
Darlington, the principal officers of the company, district goods managers, superintendents, 
&c., directors of the railway.' 
 
Along the route: 
 
'An immense mass of spectators had gathered to see the funeral, and as it passed through 
the streets a total suspension of traffic and business took place. Most of the tradesmen on 
the road had closed their shutters, a profound silence prevailed, broken only by the 
melancholy sounds of the bell in the clock tower. The streets were lined all the way to the 
outskirts of the town.' 
 

 
Before the new streets: OS 1st ed 25-inch map surveyed 1855. N.B. Railway Cottage on North Road. 
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PART 5, STEPHENSON STREET 
 
McNay and Stephenson streets look old to us, but they were developed many years after the 
S&DR opened. In fact, they date from when the Company was officially no more - the mid-
1870s. Until then, what became McNay Street was the line of the approach road to the 
station from North Road; the land to its immediate south was undeveloped (see 1855 map). 
 

 

After the new streets: OS 2nd ed, surveyed 1896 (reproduced from the 1898 OS 1:2500 map). 

 
The lack of development in this area had become an anomaly 
by the 1870s, the built-up area of Darlington having grown 
along North Road towards and beyond the station. The 
railway operation itself was evolving after the amalgamation 
with the NER - the coal depot, the Darlington focus of the 
S&DR in 1825 - was vacated in 1871 and replaced at a more 
efficient main line location east of Skerne Bridge. 
 
The land to the south of the staff offices of 1840 (the 'Good's 
Agent's Offices') presented a development opportunity and in 
early 1873 the NER's land agent, Robert Semple, submitted a 
plan for new streets there to Darlington Town Council. He 

Thomas Mac Nay 
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proposed that they be named 'Mac Nay' and 'Stephenson' streets. The Streets Committee 
approved his proposal on 2 April 1873.43 Detailed plans by individuals to build houses in 
'Stephenson-street' were approved in 1874.44 These must have been completed by autumn 
1876 when the council approved the provision of one street lamp in each of the two new 
streets.45 
 
'Mac Nay-street' commemorated Thomas Mac Nay. He had died, just 59, in 1869, after 
twenty years as Secretary and General Manager of the S&DR. Previously he had been 
secretary of associated branch-line companies (the Auckland and Weardale, Wear Valley, 
and Middlesbrough and Redcar) and before then had worked from 1832 with Timothy 
Hackworth at his railway works at New Shildon. Counting all of these spells together, he had 
worked 37 years on the railways, mainly with companies subsequently incorporated into the 
NER.46 
 
Note the spelling of Thomas's surname, which was that used by the man himself but has 
been consistently misspelt over the years. Already by 1896 the Ordnance Survey was 
spelling it 'MC. NAY'. By the OS of 1913-14 it was 'MC. NAY' and by 1954 'MC NAY'. Today 
the name-plates at the east end of the street have 'McNAY' on one side and 'McNAY' on the 
other. There is no name-plate at all at the station end of the street. All in all a poor 
commemoration. 

  

Signs of confusion? 

 

 
 
It is usual to name streets after people who are dead but not uncommon to commemorate 
the living, and George Stephenson was very much alive and employed by the NER in 1873. 
The company may have been anticipating his retirement, though, as he was 65 years old, 
and had moved home to Middleton-One Row (possibly showing signs of ill health, and 
perhaps effectively semi-retired). He had by then worked for the S&DR and NER for 38 years 
- longer than Mr Mac Nay had on the railways as a whole. Both men had presumably worked 
in the 'Goods Agent's Offices' - directly overlooking the proposed development site. So, all 
told, it seems perfectly appropriate to have named the second new street after Mr 
Stephenson. 
 
Some people will still prefer to believe it was named after the George S, but there is no 
logical reason for this to have been the case at that time. 'George the first' was born in 1781 
and died in 1848 so there could be no contrived anniversary justification. Moreover, if the 
famous George was to be commemorated here, we might have expected Mac Nay Street to 
instead have been named after another early railway worthy, such as Timothy Hackworth. 
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PART 6, A PROPOSAL 
 
Of course, all confusion would be removed if, as part of the build-up to the 200th anniversary 
of the S&DR in 2025, explanatory name-plates could be erected - with brief biographical 
details below the street name such as 'George Stephenson (1807-81), worker and senior 
manager on the S&DR and NER 1835-1881'. 
 
The same should be done for McNay Street: 'Thomas Mac Nay' (1810-69), 37 years on the 
railways, Secretary & General Manager of the S&DR 1849-69'. And while that is being done, 
please dear Borough Council, erect a name-plate at the west end of 'his' street to help 
visitors follow the North Road quarter rail trail. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT OF £35,000 WORTH OF GRANT FUNDING TO THE 

FRIENDS OF THE STOCKTON & DARLINGTON RAILWAY 

The government’s Culture Recovery Fund for Heritage is awarding a grant of £35,000 to the 
Friends of the S&DR. This funding will be used to allow the Friends to develop our resources 
so that, in a post-covid world, we can play a full part not only on the road to the 200th 
anniversary of the Stockton & Darlington Railway in 2025, but also afterwards.  It has always 
been an objective of the Friends to ensure a sustainable future for the S&DR after the 200th  
anniversary in 2025 – in contrast to the 150th anniversary in 1975, after which much of the 
heritage continued to be lost and allowed to deteriorate. 

The money from the government’s Culture Recovery Fund for Heritage will be used for: 

 Business planning 

 Asset transfer planning 

 Fund raising strategy development 

 Website development and social media development 

 Volunteer training and community development research and planning. 

It will allow us to commission specialists to support our development and to deliver real 
change and a future for the S&DR – which is loved not just by local people, but around the 
world. 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 1: HENRY PEASE’S S&DR TIMETABLE 

This lovely little red pocket-sized card timetable now 
belongs to Andrew Stoves, but back in February 1856 
it belonged to Henry Pease. His name Mr. H. Pease is 
written across the front in gold lettering and the edges 
are now slightly scuffed, perhaps from being carried in 
Pease’s pocket or forgotten in a drawer once it was 
out of date. Inside, two pages list extensive coverage 
including Weardale, Witton Park, Bishop Auckland, 
Darlington, Middlesbrough and Redcar and all stations 
in between. Page one lists train times GOING EAST 
and page two lists trains GOING WEST. It also 
provides times for joining links to Newcastle and York. 
The times for all stops are listed as S&D Railway Co.s 
Time. 
 
Henry Pease was Edward Pease’s fifth son. He was a 
Director of the S&DR and largely responsible for the 
foundation of the seaside resort Saltburn-by-the-Sea 
(not accessible by train until 1861, so not on this 
timetable). He also leased, then possibly purchased 
land from the S&DR in 1837 to set out gardens 
adjacent to the Darlington coal depot at Westbrook, an 
area now known as The Denes (TNA RAIL 667/9).  
 
Pease was a peace campaigner who visited the Tsar 
of Russia in 1854 in an attempt to talk him out of the 

Crimean War. He also visited Napoleon III in the interests of peace. Pease was elected MP 
for Durham South in 1857 and held the seat until 1865. In 1867, Henry Pease was appointed 
the first Darlington Mayor.  

Caroline Hardie 
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NEVER FAR FROM THE S&DR      Nigel Harbron 

I was born in 1949 at the Robson Maternity Home in Stockton-on-Tees.  The home was in 
Bowesfield Lane, not far from Bowesfield Junction, and therefore near the route of the 
original S & D Railway, not that I noticed at the time.  There was ‘railway blood’ in my veins, 
in that my maternal grandfather had worked for the North Eastern Railway Co. all of his life, 
mainly as a Mineral Guard - more of him later. 

I was brought up in Raby Road, just off Oxbridge Lane, and from an upstairs bedroom could 
see the Castle Eden line, although it was known to all and sundry as the Cuckoo Railway, 
not least, apparently, because it never went to Castle Eden.  That line joined the line to 
Thornaby and Middlesbrough just west of the aforementioned Bowesfield Junction.  As we 
didn’t possess binoculars, my older brother and I could see but not spot engine numbers 
from the bedroom window, but a short walk down to Oxbridge Lane then towards Fairfield 
brought us to a bridge over the road, and a handily placed WWII pill-box from which an 
excellent view of the line could be had.  I think most of the fairly regular freight trains were 
carrying coal, and the locomotives were usually J26/27s or Q6s.  Occasionally, other 
classes appeared, and it was always a pleasure to hear a WD ‘Aussie Plonk’ (‘Aussie for 
‘Austerity’, and ‘Plonk’ because of the characteristic clanking noise they made).  Very 
occasionally, something exceptional trundled past, even including an A4 (a ‘Streak’) one 
day.  Can trains ever get lost, I wonder? 

When I was around the age of three or four, we became one of the few families in Raby 
Road with a car.  As my abovementioned grandfather lived in Thornaby at the time, we used 
to visit every now and then, and the journey always took us over St John’s Crossing.  I was 
told that it and the area around it were important as it was part of the S&DR, but this only 
puzzled me because I knew where the ‘proper’ station was, and couldn’t work out how trains 
got from it to here, as, broad as it was, there certainly weren’t any railway lines running 
down the High Street.   The old line was still open in the 1950s, and every now and then the 
gates would be closed as a freight train shuffled its way over the crossing.  I think they were 
usually ‘real’ trains, but some could just have been the result of shunting operations by the 
docks’ own tank engines.   

 

The much-used and loved Ian Allan Combined Volume 

My mother always shopped on a Wednesday, it being 
market day, and I often went with her, if not at school.  
Increasingly, I used to pester her to walk down Finkle 
Street to the docks, so that I could watch the locomotives 
there.  As I began to discover more about locomotives, I 
was given my first Ian Allan abc book of BR locomotives.  
It was second-hand, and fairly well used, and I had to 
draw a second line under numbers, which was messy, 
but at least a record of what I had ‘copped’.  I soon 
discovered a section on Departmental Locomotives and 
immediately assumed that the engines down on the 
docks must belong to this category, as they clearly didn’t 
carry ordinary BR numbers, so I was keener than ever to 
tick them off - until my older and wiser brother put me 
straight.  In 1960, I was given a prize for ‘Good Work’ in 
my last year at Holy Trinity C of E Boys’ School, and 
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chose the Ian Allan Combined Volume.  It cost 10/6 then; that’s around £12 nowadays, 
which might have raised the Headmaster’s eyebrows a little! 

As we got older, friends and I were able to venture a little further from home on our bikes, 
and our favourite place for train-spotting was just opposite the entrance to Ropner Park in 
Oxbridge, where the Stockton to Yarm line branched off to Thornaby, via, of course, 
Bowesfield Junction.  There was a good mixture of freight and passenger traffic, and a 
footbridge for the brave to stand on when a hard-working steam engine passed under.  Just 
before the junction, there were three loops for the use of slow freight trains, and there were 
times when all three tracks were occupied by patiently waiting trains.  How times have 
changed. 

As I became more independent and started receiving pocket money, I occasionally took the 
bus into town, then walked to Thornaby Station (via St John’s Crossing).  On a first visit, I 
realised how much busier the line was at Thornaby.  I had also realised that the best 
location of all was, of course, Bowesfield Junction, and I knew that it was at the end of 
Bowesfield Lane, but did I ever go there?  No, I didn’t; it seemed a journey too far at the 
time, although I am still not sure why, as I had started biking to more distant places such as 
Redmarshall Junction and once even as far as Bradbury on the East Coast mainline.   

 

Lancelot Bell 

 

 

Back to my grandfather Lancelot Bell to end this 
article: by the time I knew him, he had retired 
and spent most of his time growing vegetables 
and making items from wood.  He had worked 
out of Thornaby Depot for around twenty years, 
but before this was based at Shildon, so would 
have traversed sections of the S&DR hundreds, 
if not thousands of times.  In addition, he and 
his family lived at Brusselton, in a house on the 
now demolished North Terrace.  My mother 
grew up there, but, even when she was born in 
1916, the incline was just a road, although she 
did recall playing on the now much-prized stone 
sleepers from the original track where they 
remained.   

I didn’t fulfil my childhood dream of becoming 
an engine driver (not with my eyesight!), but I 
have maintained an interest in railways - and I 
still feel cheated if I can’t discern  a locomotive’s 
number!  One of these days I might even make 
it to Bowesfield Junction. 
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JOHN WESLEY HACKWORTH 
Trevor Teasdel 

 
John Wesley Hackworth (Inventor, Engineer, Advocate) Part 1 

 

John Wesley Hackworth 

 

John Wesley Hackworth 
1820–1891 cut a 
controversial figure in 
locomotive history and yet 
those who know of him, 
probably only know that he 
was Timothy Hackworth’s 
son, that he delivered to 
Russia its first successful 
steam locomotive and was 
caught up in controversy 
over the defence of his 
father’s reputation. What 
follows is a portrayal of his 
life and work and along the 
way I hope to highlight 
some areas that need 
further research.  

My lads are descendants of 
John Wesley Hackworth on 
their mother’s side. Their 
maternal grandmother was 
Joan Hackworth Weir (nee 
Parsons). Joan left a case of 
Hackworth material in her loft 
– letters, cuttings and much 

more, all of which I have put online.1 Because there was nothing much on him on the internet, 
I am currently working on a website for John Wesley Hackworth. 2 

A Priceless Education! 

John was born in Walbottle in 1820 and lived there with his parents Timothy Hackworth and 
Jane Hackworth, nee Golightly, until he was five. Timothy was Foreman of the Smith as he 
had been at Christopher Blackett’s Wylam Colliery. In 1824 he was prevailed upon by 
George Stephenson to go to the Forth Street Works at Newcastle as ‘a borrowed man’ to 
oversee, amongst other things the building of Active as originally named but later became 
known as Locomotion No 1. By the time John was five, Timothy had finally accepted a 
position as ‘Superintendent Engineer’ of the Stockton & Darlington Railway and the family 
moved first to Darlington and then in 1826 to a house in the first terrace built in New Shildon.  

It was here that John’s education began. Robert Young says "He was a clever boy but no 
student of books. While other children were spinning tops, he was spragging the wheels of 
coal waggons as they reach the bottom of the incline or riding on the locomotives. He went 
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with the Royal George on its trip and knew as much about it as most of the men and a good 
deal more than some of them. He thus began his early training as an engineer and never 
dreamt of any other career. It was part and parcel of his existence and he was a born 
mechanic.” 3 

John occupied a unique place in history, growing up and working/learning with his father, 
Timothy Hackworth, the first Superintendent of the S & D Railway and creator of the Royal 
George. John would later say of those days “I saw the Stockton and Darlington Railway 
opened, was brought up upon it, knew every horse, every locomotive driver, and fireman, 
every director, nearly all the shareholders, and every noteworthy incident that occurred 
thereon for the first 20 years; and if any living man knows anything of its history, and working, 
I am the man!" 4 

The First Russian Locomotive 

In a paper from 1956, David Burke wrote that in 1836 “A 16-year old English boy (John 
Wesley Hackworth) gave Russia her first railway locomotive. He (and his team) faced 
blizzards, wolves, and misfortune, and at the end of his journey, crowds cheered him, priests 
blessed him, and he received the Tsar’s congratulations” 5 

Ulick Loring (the great-great grandson of Timothy Hackworth) comments “for a young man 
reared in the austerity of nonconformist north-east England, to be exposed to Imperial 
Russian life must have been a heady experience. It is difficult nowadays to imagine the 
contrast between English and Slavic religion and culture and how it could affect visitors from 
Western Europe. His locomotive was the first among several ordered from Western Europe, 
to arrive at St. Petersburg. This was on 3rd October 1836 (Russian Calendar).” 6 

The need for a more efficient transport system in Russia had become urgent and 
Czechoslovakian engineer, Franz von Gerstner, was appointed to oversee the project. 
George Turner Smith tells us 

 “The first 15 miles of single track was laid down between St Petersburg and Tsarskoe-Selo 
where the Tsar had his Summer Palaces. Seven locomotives would need to be purchased 
from abroad, six from England and one from Belgium. The English contingent comprised four 
from Robert Stephenson’s works in Newcastle and two from the Vulcan Foundry at Newton-
Le-Willows. However, because of outstanding commitments, Stephenson found that he could 
only supply two from Forth Street and Soho works was contracted to provide the rest.” 7 

The duty of introducing the locomotive to Russia devolved upon Timothy Hackworth’s eldest 
son, John. Such a journey at that time was a perilous proposition and Timothy’s decision to 
send his son couldn’t have been taken lightly! It may have been because both Timothy and 
Thomas were under considerable pressure and Thomas had just got married to a French 
woman, Adele Celestine Hennon, but as Robert Young says John Wesley Hackworth was ‘a 
well set up youth, nearly as tall as his father, and a keen and clever engineer, absorbed in his 
profession and in appearance, much older than his years.’ 

Two engines were outsourced to the Hackworth’s Soho works, New Shildon but only one was 
built, and this was the first to be delivered to Tsar Nicholas 1. George Turner Smith says, “In 
effect, the engine was a typical Stephenson 2-2-2 ‘Patentee…The engine was crated up and 
transported on a modified flat-bed wagon, along the S&D rails to Port Darlington in 
Middlesbrough…The locomotive was loaded on to the brig – Barbara.” 8 

On the 17th September 1836, The Durham Advertiser reported - 

"On Thursday, 15th September, a large and powerful locomotive engine, built by Timothy 
Hackworth of New Shildon for the Emperor of Russia was shipped on board the 'Barbara' at 
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Middlesbro'. This engine is constructed on an improved principle and finished in the best 
manner. She has been tried on the premises and propelled at the rate of 72 miles per hour. It 
is said that this machine and the similar one built at Newcastle, will on their arrival at St. 
Petersburg, have cost the Emperor upwards of £2,000 each. Who, a few years ago, would 
have dreamed of the exportation of machinery from the River Tees? This engine is for 
travelling on the railroad from St. Petersburg to Pavlovsky where stands one of the country 
palaces of his Imperial Majesty." 9 

The locomotive arrived at Port Darlington, Middlesbrough along with Hackworth’s team of 
engineers. It is assumed the Barbara would be a brig but nothing much is known about it. For 
any Middlesbrough historians wanting to do some research on the ship, the records from 
Customs House, Middlesbrough, are now in Teesside archives.  

 

Hackworth’s locomotive for Russia 1836. Image from the Joan Hackworth Weir Collection 

It was previously surmised that John Wesley Hackworth travelled with the team from Shildon 
to Middlesbrough but in searching the Hackworth archive we discover that John Wesley 
Hackworth was travelling to London with his father, on business and intended to board a ship 
in London to catch up with the team in Hamburg. He missed his initial connection but 
managed to board a later ship and reunite with the team. 

A description of the Letter from Timothy Hackworth (Guild Hall Coffee House) to Jane 
Hackworth 22nd September 1836 reads “we were to [sic] late in reaching London the vessel 
had been gone 15 minutes.  One Mr Kitching from Lancashire has to go to St Petersburg to 
fix two weighing machines, he together with his niece and son John all go on board on Friday 
night and sail for Hamburg on Saturday morning and I think of coming home by 
Majestic…….’ 10 

At that time, the Baltic was frozen over so the team had to travel from Hamburg through 500 
miles of frozen desolate country with wooden sledges, before the spires of St. Petersburg 
came into view. “ David Burke,11 who had sight of the lost John Wesley Hackworth diary of 
the trip, quoted it saying “Blizzards nearly blinded them, wolves attacked them and only by 
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whipping the horse teams into a frenzy did young Hackworth and his team escape the 
snapping jaws.” And Robert Young adds that “the weather was so severe that the spirit 
bottles broke with the frost.”  

Clearly in 1836, delivering a locomotive was no easy task but it was by no means the end of 
their troubles. While assembling the locomotive in St. Petersburg, a cylinder cracked and with 
no workshops in the city capable of fixing it, Hackworth’s foreman George Thompson 
heroically took the cylinder from St. Petersburg to Moscow, a distance of some 600 miles, to 
the armoury where they made a pattern for the cylinder, got it cast, bored out and fitted, 
returned to St. Petersburg, and fixed it in the engine. 

The Launch of the Russian Locomotive 

David Burke12 tells us “In November 1836 bells pealed in St. Petersburg, guns boomed, and 
the line was opened with great crowds cheering, gaping Russians who had never seen an 
‘Iron horse’ before’. John Wesley Hackworth drove his puffing, hissing charge into Tsarskoye-
selo where the Tsar Nicholas 1 and his family and generals waited to see him arrive. Not that 
the opening of the first railway in once Holy Russia was as simple as that – a score of 
orthodox priests descended on the engine with crosses, candles, censers, and holy water to 
perform the blessing ceremony”. “They splashed me in the process” Hackworth wrote in his 
diary.13 

 

Arrival of the first train from St. Petersburg to Tsarskoye Selo on 30 October 1837 

Robert Young elaborates “This was the baptismal ceremony of consecration according to the 
rites of the Greek Church done in the presence of an assembled crowd. Water was obtained 
from a neighbouring bog or “stele” in a golden censer and sanctified by immersions of a 
golden cross amid chanting of choristers and intonations of priests, while a hundred lighted 
tapers were held round it. This was followed by the invocation of special blessings upon the 
Tsar and Imperial Family, and fervent supplications that on all occasions of travel by the new 



Friends of the Stockton & Darlington Railway     Page | 24 

WWW.SDR1825.co.uk   

 

mode, just being inaugurated, they might be well and safely conveyed. Then came the due 
Administration of the Ordinance by one priest bearing the holy censer; while a second, 
operating with a huge brush and dipping in the censer, dashed each wheel with the sign of 
the cross, with final copious showers all over the engine, of which John Hackworth was an 
involuntary partaker.” 14 

Hackworth related in his diary how he was introduced to the Tsar who told him of a visit to 
England in 1816, when he had witnessed the running of Blenkinsop’s engine on the colliery 
line from Middleton to Leeds. The Tsar added some complimentary remarks regarding the 
new locomotive, saying he ‘could not have conceived it possible so radical a change could 
have been effected within the last 20 years. The Tsar also told him that “It was an occasion of 
great progress and other ‘Iron horses’ would surely spread across the nation.” 

John Wesley Hackworth’s Passport 

 

John Wesley Hackworth’s passport 

On the 12th December 1836, John was granted a Russian passport for the homeward 
journey, by the Tsar himself. The name on the passport read John William Hackworth, 
because, as George Turner Smith remarks “his name was considered unsuitable for a visitor 
to Mother Russia.” Timothy Hackworth was a Methodist and named his son after John 
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Wesley but for the passport they changed Wesley to William so as not offend the Russian 
Orthodox church. The passport was kept by John Wesley Hackworth’s descendants until 
2005 when Joan Hackworth Weir donated it to the Hackworth Archives at NRM, York. 

The passport reads: 

“By Edict of his Majesty, the Sovereign Emperor. Nikolai Pavlovitch, Autocrat of all the 
Russias. To each and every person who it may concern, it is hereby announced that the 
presenter of this document, a citizen of Great Britain, John William Hackworth, mechanical 
engineer, is leaving this country via Lierandia and Kurlendia. In witness whereof and for 
freedom of passage he is given this passport, which remains valid for three weeks, to pass 
the bearer through the frontier. This passport is allocated by The St. Petersburg District 
Governor General with the affixed seal of His Imperial Majesty at St. Petersburg 12th day of 
December in the year 1836. No 3179 1560, Distinctive characteristics – Age 16, height 
medium, hair light brown, face oval, forehead average, eyebrows bushy, eyes hazel, mouth 
average, chin rounded.” 15 

Timothy and the family were surprised and alarmed when John returned with a full Russian 
beard, long before beards were popular in the 19th Century in the UK. However, it was a 
keeper, and he sported the beard all his life! 

In part two, next time, we will look at his life as an inventor, manufacturer, consultant 
engineer and vigorous advocate of his father’s reputation. 

Notes 

(1) https://joanhackworthweircollection.blogspot.com/  

(2) https://johnwesleyhackworth.blogspot.com/ 

(3) Robert Young - Timothy Hackworth and the Locomotive. 1923 Chapter XIX 

(4) Robert Young – Ibid 

(5) John Hackworth’s Russian Train - David Burke ((South Kensington Museum of Science and Innovation) Autumn paper 

from 1956.  https://johnwesleyhackworth.blogspot.com/2015/04/john-wesley-hackworths-russian-train-by.html Note - he has 

the date of the Russian engine launch as 1837 – should be November 1836. 

(6) Ulick Loring - A Railway Family - 2015  

(7) George Turner Smith - Thomas Hackworth (Locomotive Engineer) 2015 p10 

(8) Ibid P51 

(9) Railcentre website http://www.railcentre.co.uk/RailHistory/Hackworth/Pages/HackworthPage5.html#ImageLeft03_ID 

(10) Hackworth Family Archives NRM York letter dated 22nd September 1836 (TH9385) 

https://www.railwaymuseum.org.uk/sites/default/files/2018-

04/Hackworth%20Family%20Introduction%20%26%20Archive%20List.pdf 

(11) David Burke 1956 ((South Kensington Museum of Science and Innovation) Autumn paper from 1956.  

https://johnwesleyhackworth.blogspot.com/2015/04/john-wesley-hackworths-russian-train-by.html) 

(12) Ibid 

(13) Note – John Wesley Hackworth kept a diary of his Russian trip but its current whereabouts is not known. There are 

similar diaries by the other teams but not in the public domain. 

(14) Robert Young 1923 Chapter XIX 

(15) John Wesley Hackworth’s Russian passport was kept by the family and Joan Hackworth Weir donated it to the 

Hackworth Family Archives NRM York c. 2005 but a facsimile can be seen here 

https://johnwesleyhackworth.blogspot.com/2014/05/john-wesley-hackworths-return-passport.html 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 2: THE BABY IN THE WATER BUTT 

In July 1860, the S&DR's Yarm Station was the focus of an extensively-reported murder 
mystery, with newspaper headlines of 'Suspected Child Murder' and 'Alleged Case of Child 
Murder'.  
 
The body of a baby boy, about a week old, was found at about nine o'clock on the night of 
Monday 16 July in a rain-water tub in the garden of the house 'near the station' that was 
occupied by the railway labourer John Wray and his wife Jane. The body was wrapped in a 
nightgown and weighed down with a stone. It was 'not much' decomposed. The stone was 
similar to others in the house yard.  
 
An inquest was called before John Settle, Esq., coroner for Stockton ward, on 18 July. It was 
held in the station waiting room and Mrs Wray was a witness. She said that on discovering 
the body she and her husband John - who had used a garden rake to draw it 'up to the 
surface of the water' - had 'sent for the police-officer stationed at Egglescliffe - Mr [John] 
Forster'.  
 

 
Yarm Station in 1839 (TNA 1037/457) 
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Jane said that on 10 July a young woman calling herself Mrs Henrietta Mason arrived at the 
station on the 11.30 am train carrying a carpet bag and a hat-box. She had travelled third-
class. The woman had said she was a governess at 'Sanderson’s, in the neighbouring parish 
of Longnewton'; they 'did not expect her'. She said she had come from Ryhope.  
 
Jane Wray said the woman 'remained at the house till about six o’clock that evening', when 
she left to go to Sanderson’s. 'I accompanied her as far as Urlay Nook, and carried her 
carpet bag. She carried the hat-box herself. A little boy at Urlay Nook took her carpet bag, 
then I left her and returned home. The bag - which was a large one - was not quite full.' 
 
Mrs Wray added that the tub had been in the same place on Tuesday the 10th. She herself 
'was absent at the Yarm railway station between five and six o’clock for a few minutes. I had 
things to do' and 'just previously made a neighbourly call on Mrs Stainsby [wife of the station 
master] at the railway station. Henrietta was lying down on the sofa when I left ... I was 
washing in the afternoon, and occasionally had to go out with the clothes to dry. I did not dry 
them in our own garden, not having a place to hang them on, but took them to that of the 
neighbour next to ours. From the place where I was hanging out the clothes I could not see 
the rain-water tub.'  
 
Jane also referred to 'the furnished room, which is approached by stone steps from the yard, 
and is not seen by any one in our house'.  
 
The superintendent of Sunderland police [coincidentally a Mr Stainsby] had already been 
concerned about the woman and baby and visited Yarm Station. He subsequently 
apprehended the woman and 'ascertained that her real name was Henrietta Mackay', not 
Mason.  
 
The inquest jury concluded that there 'was not sufficient evidence to identify the child as that 
of Henrietta Mackay, but that in their opinion its death had been caused by wilful or 
accidental overlaying'. 
  
On Saturday [21 July] the investigation of the case 'occupied the attention of the Sunderland 
magistrates for five hours' and Henrietta was 'committed to gaol on the charge of wilful 
murder', to be tried at the assizes 'on the capital charge'.  
 
At the assizes the following Monday [23 July], 'the prisoner was acquitted of the charge' by 
the grand jury and liberated. 
 
(Based on reports in the Durham Chronicle, and Durham County Advertiser, 20 July; and 
Shields Daily Gazette, 26 July; all 1860.) 

Brendan Boyle 
 

GEORGE STEPHENSON'S 1821 NOTEBOOK AND THE ETHERLEY 

INCLINE 

Mary Smith 

With the quality of the coal coming out of the pit in Witton in Park and the amount of money 
William Chaytor had put into the Stockton & Darlington Railway, it was inevitable that  the line 
would start in Witton Park and George Overton who did the first survey for a tramway or 
railway in 1819 started a section of his line there. The line came up from the pit in a straight 
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line to ‘Witton Dean’ (Stephenson used this name and spelling in his notebook). This is the 
steep valley on the north side of Etherley Ridge. At this point Overton made use of contour 
lines taking his line around the top of the dene and along the side of the valley to Woodside, 
then south along another contour line, crossing Etherley above the Wiggdon Walls road (see 
plan below). The line then turned again going west towards Greenfields where it turned again 
to go down to West Auckland and eventually Stockton. 

 

Overton’s original route in blue following contour lines around Etherley Ridge and Stephenson’s later 
modification in red “avoiding the circuitous route taken by the old line and saving a mile and a half in 
the distance, with very little more cutting.” (DRO Q/D/P/8/1) 

The Committee of the Stockton & Darlington Railway had reservations about Overton's route 
and in 1821 George Stephenson was appointed to the post of Surveyor with instructions to 
survey and make modifications to Overton's route. In October 1821 the survey was 
commenced by George Stephenson, his son Robert, John Dixon plus two men to hold the 
survey poles and two additional men for the chains. In his 1821 notebook Stephenson 
outlined his objections to features of Overton's route and his proposed alternative which 
ended up cheaper and shorter.1   Stephenson had two main objections to Overton's route: 

“1st various parts passing over very irregular ground, open excavations or Tunnels to procure 
a tolerable descent towards Stockton and as there are many unseen difficulties to be met 
within such excavations or Tunnels they ought therefore to be estimated in proportion to the 
depth.” 

He also objected to the twists and turns of Overton's route and, aware that some of his 
audience would have had no experience of seeing waggons travelling on rails, he explained 
in great detail the problems that arise when a chaldron waggon goes round a bend: 
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“2nd On account of the many Windings and circuitous routes which it proposes and which are  
very objectionable in a Railway, as the weight of the waggon and load are considerably 
augmented in going round  Turns - for as the wheels of the waggons are firmly fixed to the 
axles they must each make one revolution in the same time, and from their equality in size 
must advance by their revolving motion equal spaces in equal time. It being evident the 
exterior circle of the Turn is longer than the interior, (therefore) the exterior wheels of the 
Carriages as they have the greater circle to describe, must necessarily slide along the 
surface of the Rails to keep pace with the interior, their circumference  revolving with equal 
velocity. From this motion of the exterior wheels four disadvantages arise.  

 1st Great part of the weight is as moving as if on a sledge.  

 2nd An extra power is required to propel the weight.  

 3rd A considerable strain is caused on both the Railway and the wheels of the Carriages  

4th the Railway will require more expense to keep in order. 

It may however be thought that by having the wheels of the Carriage loose on the axles that 
they would not be liable to the damage as above. This I grant but the advantage is far over 
balanced by the difficulty and expenses incurred in keeping wheels of this kind in order and it 
is only when they are so in order that the friction is reduced in moving round Turns: which is 
the only situations where any benefit may be expected to be derived for the friction is 
reduced when the Railway is straight. 

It is quite evident both from the “Theory” and “Practice” the nearer the Railways approach 
straight lines the better: keeping in view  the expense of cutting and embankments so as not 
to exceed certain sums for avoiding certain curves. 

My first object therefore in improving your Line of Railway and to the turnings as much as the 
limits prescribed by the Act of Parliament would admit; but finding that no material 
improvement could be made without deviation there from I surveyed another Line in 
pursuance of the instructions of your committee, and now respectfully submit to your 
consideration the following remarks upon the two lines.” 

“1st the old Line from Witton Park Colliery to the South side of Witton Park Dean does not 
seem to admit of any improvement.  

From the latter place I propose the new Line to proceed direct to St Helen's Auckland 
avoiding the circuitous route taken by the old Line and saving a mile and a half in the 
distance, with very little more cutting. Indeed in this situation the cutting is an advantage it is 
used  to make the embankments between No. 1 and No.2  In the old Line the materials for 
embankments would have to be fed from some of the old Collieries, the cost of which  from 
the nearest Colliery would be more than that of cutting through by Etherley Lane which is 
immediately adjacent to main embankment and will be sufficient to the same.  

I would recommend a Steam Engine to be placed at the summit of the hill near Greenfields 
House to convey the Witton Park and Etherley Waggons from the large embankment where 
the Etherley waggons join the main line to St Helens Auckland. And no Horse Trackage 
would be needed on this part of the Line it would require little or no (space?) on the old Line 
the increased length (owing to the circuitous route) which is all horse trackage (except from 
Norlees Lane to West Auckland the length occupied by the descending inclined plane) would 
greatly increase tonnage.” 
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Today standing at the start of the North Incline you can see the regularity of Stephenson’s 
incline with it's gradient of 1:33. As you walk along towards the gate you can also marvel at 
the amount of material that was needed to build it. Beyond the gate the ground slopes up to 
the track that crosses the incline. The route of the line was below this track and goes through 
into the garden of Incline House which was granted planning permission in 1979.2 Traces of 
the cutting can be seen in the sloping sides of the V shaped garden behind the fence, but the 
house completely obscures the rest of the cutting which took the line under a hump backed 
bridge built for people and horse traffic using Etherley Lane.  

 

The incline running below Etherley Lane prior to the bridge being infilled and/or demolished and 
Incline House built in 1979/80. The chimney of the engine house on the summit can be seen in the 
distance. 

Going through the gate across the road into the next section, the line is on your right. Looking 
at the width of the cutting here you can get an idea of the quantity of material that came out 
both to maintain the steady gradient, which you can see ahead of you, and to build the 
embankment across the dene. At the summit of the ridge you come to the site of the Engine 
house and the housing provided for the Engineman, his family and the other workers, with 
the ponds that provide the water for the engine and the orchard, garden and pig sty.  

Beyond the summit the South Incline descends with a gradient of 1:30 through more cuttings 
and across inclines to take the waggons down to St Helens. Unfortunately, most of this 
section has been taken over by vegetation and is currently inaccessible.     
                   Mary Smith 
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The Engineman’s House at the summit of the incline at Etherley prior to its demolition in the 1980s 
(photo: John Proud Collection, courtesy of Win Proud).  

Notes 

1. Original Report by George Stephenson of the Survey for the Stockton and Darlington Railway (Network Rail 

Corporate Archive 180147) 18th January 1822 

2.  Planning reference 6/1978/0465/DM 

ROYAL GEORGE UPDATE 

The feasibility study into the building of a replica Royal George has been completed by Jim 
Rees, formerly of Beamish Museum. The study was commissioned by the Friends and 
funded by Darlington Borough Council. In essence Jim’s conclusion is that it is feasible to 
carry out the building of the replica technically and it is desirable because of its historic 
importance. The process must be managed carefully and will require considerable up-front 
work to get the design and specification right to avoid problems with the replica’s function 
and maintenance and to avoid disputes with the contractors over outputs. This means that 
the role of project manager will be vital – this will be too onerous a task for volunteers.  

The estimated costs have a wide range, but at the top end are in the region of £1.3m to cover 
everything (research, admin and procurement,  project management, building of locomotive, 
2 carriages and 2 chaldrons, testing and delivery). Obviously, the commissioning process 
would tighten up these costs, but it is useful to have a magnitude of scale now. 
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Both Locomotion and Darlington Borough Council were consulted over the replica’s long term 
curatorial home and both organisations are willing to host the engine in their newly revamped 
museums.  

If we are to proceed with this project, we need considerable support from the Friends. We 
can’t do this without extra help. This support is not just in the form of funds (and some 
Friends are already contributing to this project), but we also need people to volunteer to drive 
this project forward, to help manage it, to coordinate partners and to help with fund raising. It 
offers a super chance to create a tangible legacy from 2025 and if successful will provide 
opportunities for volunteering in engine driving, maintenance and perhaps most importantly, 
a chance to give younger people skills in engineering. If you want this project to succeed get 
in touch with the editor today. The contact details are at the beginning of this Globe.  

Caroline Hardie 

JOINT BISHOP AUCKLAND HAZ AND STOCKTON & DARLINGTON 
RAILWAY HAZ HERITAGE FESTIVAL OCTOBER 2020 

The idea for a Heritage Action Zone (HAZ) Heritage Festival was developed by the Bishop 
Auckland HAZ in 2019 and Annalisa, their delivery manager, asked us to join them in 2020.  
So, the 2020 festival was jointly organised by the two HAZ delivery managers (Annalisa and 
Richie) and Trish Pemberton, chair of the Friends of the Stockton & Darlington Railway. It 
was meant to be held in September to coincide with the annual Heritage Open Days but was 
postponed to the end of October and put mainly online because of the COVID-19 epidemic.  I 
can honestly say that it was amazing that we still managed to put on a really great 
programme of covid-secure walks and a varied programme online that one non-member 
described as ‘amazing’. 

There were many reasons for putting on the festival, not least providing an opportunity for 
two HAZ’s linked by railway history to work together to the benefit of both.  It also gave the 
impetus to set up our own YouTube channel which we hope will become the ‘go to’ place for 
information on the S&DR which can be used to rectify the kind of mistakes that are 
repeatedly made about it e.g. it was the Stockton TO Darlington Railway and that Locomotion 
No 1 started its journey on 27th September 1825 in Darlington – whereas in reality it started 
its journey at the Mason’s Arms in what became New Shildon. 

We also hoped the festival would strengthen links between groups along the line – some of 
which are part of the Friends and some of which are not e.g. with Dave Reynold’s group 
based at the Railway Institute in Shildon which recently completed a video about the history 
of the Brusselton Incline and is fighting to build a future for the first Railway Institute in the 
world.  We hoped it might lead to the creation of more groups, and one has indeed been set 
up in West Auckland/St Helen Auckland (now known as WASH).  This is one of our HAZ 
objectives and was on the cards any way thanks to John Raw – but the festival helped it 
along. 

We also hoped that the festival would strengthen our links with the local authorities along the 
line, with whom we work closely every day and with museums such as the Head of Steam in 
Darlington (soon to be the focus of a new Rail Heritage Quarter), Locomotion in Shildon and 
Preston Park in Stockton-on-Tees.  Raising our profile in the wider community was also 
important, with interviews on BBC Radio Tees and Bishop FM and articles in the Northern 
Echo.   We hoped that we would bring in new members to the Friends and new volunteers to 
work on our programmes. 



Friends of the Stockton & Darlington Railway     Page | 33 

WWW.SDR1825.co.uk   

 

The biggest challenge we faced was making our web site work to meet the needs of the 
festival and this happened really only because of the energy put into this by trustee and 
editor of the Globe, Caroline Hardie.  Thanks to a significant grant secured by vice chair Niall 
Hammond, we are going to follow up the festival by redesigning and redeveloping our web 
site to make sure it meets our needs as we develop over the next few years.  By September 
2021 (when hopefully the next Heritage Festival will be taking place) we will have a new state 
of the art web site and the whole exercise will be a lot less challenging. 

I don’t want to bore you all with stats but here’s just a few: 

• 10 walks – all along the line from Witton Park to Stockton, led by 16 different leaders 

• 53 participants on walks (some Friends, some not) 

• At least 5 new volunteers recruited 

• 47 walk booklets sold 

1092 of our 1356 Facebook members were active and posts went up 46% during the festival.  
We secured 27 new members. 

Our new YouTube channel had 927 hits during the festival and these should continue to grow 
as we put new programmes up.  A number of talks that took place by zoom will be added to 
the channel as well so if you missed these you can still see them there. The link to our 
YouTube channel is: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRu7RswNuP_ZoXy0MyuIPfA 

Hundreds and hundreds of volunteer hours were recorded – all of which count towards our 
community engagement figures for the projects we will be carrying out under our funding 
provided by Historic England for the HAZ.   These ranged from people leading walks to 
making videos; people creating and delivering talks and making sure new material was put 
up every day on Facebook and on our web site.  It was a magnificent example of teamwork 
carried out in challenging circumstances – and I can’t thank everyone enough for their 
contributions. 

I’m already thinking about next year! 

Trish Pemberton, Chair, Friends of the S&DR 

 

THE S&DR HAGGERLEASES BRANCH:  THE ROUTE TODAY 2020 

Ross Chisholm 

The growing number of pits and mines in the Cockfield and Butterknowle area of the 
upper Gaunless Valley was the reason the Stockton & Darlington Railway directors 
obtained the Act of Parliament in 1824 to construct the Haggerleases Branch.  The 7.8 
km (4.9 miles) tributary of the S&DR was completed in October 1830 and linked its 
terminus at The Slack near Butterknowle with the main line at St. Helen Auckland. 

It was initially a horse-drawn single track railway, its wagons joining rakes of others, roping 
up the Brusselton Incline and down the other side to Shildon to join steam locomotive trains 
to satisfy the increasing demand for coal in South Durham and North Yorkshire.  It followed 
the north bank of the River Gaunless, crossing over to the south side for two short lengths on 
fine stone arch bridges.  The gradient was gentle, falling only 60m (200ft) at an average rate 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRu7RswNuP_ZoXy0MyuIPfA
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of 1/130.  There were no major embankments, deep cuttings or tunnels and the only bridge 
over it was the Lands Viaduct of 1863. 

The opening of the Tunnel Branch, bypassing the Brusselton inclines, in 1856 brought steam 
locomotives to the Branch, requiring the track to be strengthened and doubled as far as 
Norwood Colliery at Ramshaw.  Then the creation of the South Durham & Lancashire Union 
Railway (SDLU) in 1863 ran up the Branch as far as Spring Gardens Junction from where it 
went on its own over the Lands Viaduct on its way to Barnard Castle and beyond. The SDLU, 
commonly known as the High Line had little impact on the coal trade of the Haggerleases, or 
Low Line, but its Cockfield and Evenwood stations captured what little passenger trade 
existed on the Branch. 

More mines, coke works and stone quarries opened throughout the nineteenth centuries and 
further rails were laid beyond the terminus to remoter new collieries.  Historic maps show the 
changes over the years, leading to the height of activity towards the end of the nineteenth 
century. The foresight of the early railway planners was well rewarded. 

As we know, all good things must come to an end and the twentieth century marked the 
decline of the South West Durham coalfield.  Eventually all the mines, coke works and 
quarries in the valley closed.  The Branch, as well as the High Line, closed in 1963, and over 
the next few years, the tracks lifted, buildings demolished and the land returned to nature, 
exhausted after centuries of exploitation. 

But the Haggerleases trackbed remains for most of its length.  It no longer carries waggons 
of coal and stone hauled by horses and locomotives but it still carries people under their own 
steam, on foot, bicycle, push chair and wheelchair.  The Haggerleases lives on in attractive 
peaceful countryside. 

The following describes the walk along the 7.8 km route of the Haggerleases Branch from its 
junction with the main line at St. Helen Auckland to its terminus at The Slack, near 
Butterknowle.  The route follows public rights of way and other paths and spaces with public 
access, but access for cyclists and wheelchair users is suitable only as far as Ramshaw.    
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St Helen Auckland to Spring Gardens (1.5 km) 

The Branch left the main line at the southern side of the level crossing on Station Road 
(photo 1) and curved left for approximately 90 degrees before heading west to Spring 
Gardens. The main S&DR line can be followed straight ahead northwest up the Etherley 
Incline.  The Branch runs through the open space on the north side of Station Road and 
disappears into Northbridge Park housing estate. It eventually appears into the open behind 
back gardens. 

     

Left: Photo 1. The start at St Helen’s; looking over Station Road to Northbridge Park. Right: Photo 
2. The line follows the fence posts to the trees 

To reach this point, cross Station Road, turn left and take the footpath just before North 
Bridge over the River Gaunless (cyclists and wheelchairs should continue over the bridge 
and turn right into Station View and cross the river again).  This leads along the riverbank to 
the end of the housing estate and the start of the path to Spring Gardens. Turn right here 
through a gate and the route can be viewed across a grass field from the top of an old flight 
of steps.  It emerges from the housing estate and runs westwards in front of the old concrete 
post and wire fence, beyond which lay West Auckland Colliery. There are no visible remains 
of the Branch, but it continues west alongside the fence and into the trees in the distance 
(photo 2).  Return down the steps to the gate and turn right onto the path to meet the line at a 
break in the trees. This is the site of West Auckland Colliery Junction.  Look back at this point 
to see the route following the fence from the houses. Another short line ran northwest 
through the trees to another part of the colliery in the field beyond the trees. 

West Auckland colliery opened in 1838, shortly after the Branch opened and was situated to 
the north of the line and had rail access to it.  It closed in 1967 and not a trace of it exists 
today.  Northbridge Park housing estate was built over much of it. 

The path is now on the line as far as Spring Gardens former level crossing over what is now 
the A68. 

Spring Gardens to Ramshaw (2.5 km) 

The line westwards is now occupied by the access road to the Spring Gardens Flood Storage 
Reservoir and carries the footpath and cycle route towards Ramshaw.  The access road 
crosses the River Gaunless (twice) and the Norton Fine Beck on three splendid stone 
bridges.  These were built to accommodate the double track either when the Branch was built 
in 1830 or when it was widened to accommodate the South Durham & Lancashire Union 
Railway in 1863.  There is no public access to view the structures and trees and overgrown 
vegetation obscures inspection from above.  All but one of the stone parapets of the bridges 
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have been removed.   The survivor is on the north side of the third bridge, over Norton Fine 
Beck, and has rolled masonry ends, typical of S&DR design elsewhere (photo 3). Otherwise 
the original stone parapets have been replaced with unsightly fencing. 

       

Left: Photo 3. The surviving bridge parapet at Spring Gardens Right: Photo 4. The site of Spring 
Gardens Junction 

West of the bridges, the line is obstructed by the Spring Mill Wildlife dam, constructed by the 
Environment Agency in 2005.  The Ordnance Survey map shows a public footpath over the 
top of the dam, but this is now fenced off.  Instead, the surfaced path skirts the northern end 
of the dam and rejoins the line immediately behind it. 

200 metres further on marks the site of Spring Gardens Junction (photo 4).  The path 
continues ahead along the SDLU but the post and wire fence on the left begins to veer away 
where the Haggerleases Branch ran.  A path on the left into the nature reserve immediately 
crosses the line of the Branch at the gate.  Another path into the nature reserve appears 150 
metres further on; this bears right to a gate at which the Branch is marked by a well-defined 
path ahead through a field.  Looking back, some concrete fence posts mark the line’s 
boundary. 

         

Left: Photo 5. The embankment between the house and the electricity pylon. Right: Photo 6. Gordon 
Beck Bridge 

At this point there are three choices of paths to take.  Only option (i) is suitable for cyclists 
and wheelchair users. 

(i) Continue along the SDLU.  After 200 metres the view left opens up and the line of the 
Branch can be identified by tracks and field boundaries.  It runs immediately north of The 
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Barkery dog boarding centre at Haggerleases Farm, although the house was allowed to 
extend over the line in 2009.  The Branch continues along a track to the next building.  The 
path eventually leaves the SDLU and turns left to meet the Branch by an electricity pylon.  
From here, the embankment carrying the line can clearly be seen (photo 5) emerging from 
between two houses. 

(ii)  Go through the gate and follow the path ahead, then continue alongside a post and wire 
fence on the right; the Branch ran on the other side.  The path curves left following the 
junction with the Randolph Colliery waggonway as far as its bridge over the river. The route 
of the waggonway can be seen rising ahead through woodland. Do not cross the bridge but 
double back on a path following the riverbank upstream (care needed).  Emerge by 
Haggerleases Farm and follow the access road to the bridges at Evenwood Mill.  A stile on 
the right accesses the footpath upstream, from which the embankment of the Branch can be 
seen running past the house.  The path joins the footpath and cycle route (option i) by the 
electricity pylon. 

(iii)   Continue along the SDLU for 250 metres as in option (i) but turn left through a gate on a 
public footpath along a farm track. This bears right and follows the Branch as far as a stile 
approaching Haggerleases Farm.  This joins option (ii). 

The footpath and cycleway continues west to Ramshaw.  After 300 metres it crosses Gordon 
Beck over a stone arched bridge which can be seen from the field to the right (photo 6). A 
line to West Tees Colliery followed the side of the beck but there is no trace of it on the 
ground.   However, a fine pair of tall stone gateposts can be seen in the trackside vegetation, 
marking where the line joined the Branch. The colliery closed in the 1950s. 

Just before the village street, the path deviates left slightly from the Branch; the precise route 
goes through the children’s play park. 

The pub across the road, Cunningham’s, formerly the Bridge Inn, has been closed for a while 
but it is hoped to re-open some time in 2021. The nearest shop and café is up the hill at 
Evenwood, one kilometre or an infrequent bus ride away. 

Ramshaw to Low Lands (1.6 km) 

The access road into Craggwood Caravan Park occupies the line of the Branch for 400 
metres, but the public right of way is on the path alongside on the right, through the 
waymarked gate.  Land to the right was occupied by the Norwood Colliery, which had rail 
connections to the Branch and closed in 1912. 

The caravan site occupies the route for a further 320 metres but take the public footpath 
through the gap in the timber fence.  This runs between the caravan site and woodland for 
150 metres.  Note the traditional stone posts at a stile in the wood and others further along 
the path. 

Once past the woodland and the caravan park, views open out to the right.  A belt of trees 
behind the electricity pylon marks the Isabella Railway, according to the 1856 OS map.  This 
was a tramway linking a small colliery with the Norwood colliery. 

The public path follows the foot of the embankment (photo 7) of the Branch and access on to 
it is possible at a farm track crossing.  The top of the embankment is impassable despite a 
stile in the fence.  200 metres further on, the site of the Storey Lodge colliery is on the right.  
It had a tramway connection over the Branch with the small, short-lived Harvey Drift near the 
River Gaunless but no trace remains. The colliery closed in 1975. 
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Up to this point the public path is overgrown in summer with nettles, briars etc.  However, it 
improves as a house on the right is reached and its access road leads to the road at Low 
Lands.  The house appears on the 1856 OS map near the rail access to the colliery. 

Historic OS mapping appears to show that the Haggerleases Branch crossed the road by a 
bridge, but a 1966 photograph shows a level crossing, now removed.  The late Victorian brick 
building is railway related but needs repair and a new use if it is to survive. 

        

Photo 7. Following the embankment between Ramshaw and Low Lands. Right: Photo 8. Coal loading 
platform remains at Low Lands 

Low Lands to The Slack (2.2 km) 

This is the most interesting section and is easy to follow on a well-defined route along or 
close to the trackbed.   It lies within the Cockfield Conservation Area and parts are within the 
boundary of the Cockfield Fell Scheduled Ancient Monument.  It also contains the only two 
listed buildings along the whole length of the Branch, namely Skew Bridge and the adjacent 
boundary marker stone. 

Access this section by the stile on the west side of the road.  There is an information panel by 
the side about Cockfield Fell and an account and pictures of what lies ahead on the 
Haggerleases Railway.  Just after the start are the extensive remains of a coal loading 
platform (photo 8) and Lands Colliery occupied land to the left in the second half of the 
nineteenth century. 

The route is clear to follow but it is worth deviating to the left to the river and discover a 
variety of remains such as walls, bridge abutments, earthworks and foundations of buildings 
related to the numerous former coal mining and quarrying activities in the area.  It is difficult 
to envisage the activity, noise, buildings, sidings and structures of the washing and screening 
works located here for the Gordon House colliery which closed in 1962.  The colliery was at 
the top of Cockfield Fell near the village and coal was transported down a waggonway to the 
works. 

A footbridge gives access to the fell on the other side of the river.  This takes advantage of 
the substantial abutments of the former bridge that carried the rail siding. 

Next in view are the astonishing remains of the Lands Viaduct, which once carried the SDLU 
over the river Gaunless and The Haggerleases Branch on its way west.  Designed by 
Thomas Bouch (the Tay Bridge engineer), it opened in 1863 and was 50 metres high and 
200 metres across.  The span was removed in 1966; two pairs of piers were blown up in 
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1968 and remain on site.  Fortunately, the two abutments and one pair of piers are intact. 
They are within the Cockfield Fell Scheduled Ancient Monument. 

Approximately 200 metres beyond the viaduct is the partially blocked up entrance to a drift 
mine (photo 9), one of many that existed in the area in the early days and gave rise to the 
demand to build the railway. 

The track continues in an attractive setting, with woodland on the bank to the right and the 
meandering River Gaunless to the left, with the lower slopes of Cockfield Fell beyond.  200 
metres after a stile, a former drainage channel emerges from the right, crosses the path 
under stone slabs and discharges into the nearby river.  The 19th century East Butterknowle 
colliery and the more recent Low Butterknowle colliery (1910-1967) existed up on the right. 

       

Left: Photo 9. Drift Mine.       Right: Photo 10.  Beehive Coke Ovens, East Butterknowle 

Next come the extensive and impressive remains of the 19th century beehive coke ovens 
(photo 10). 

The path enters more open land and approaches the impressive skew bridge (photo 11) over 
the river.  Before crossing it, note the railway indicator stone to the left, marked ‘C’ and ‘M’.  
The bridge is intact and was built in 1830 by James Wilson of Pontefract according to a 
difficult to see tablet on the outside of the north parapet.   It is worthwhile to leave the path to 
explore the construction of the arch, one of the earliest skew bridges built.   

        

Left: Photo 11. Skew Bridge and marker post Right: Photo 12. Haggerleases Station Bridge 

The track bed now bends to the left, note a pair of traditional stone gateposts in the field on 
the right, and cross the river again by another stone bridge (photo 12) to the site of 
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Haggerleases Station.  Although not having a skew arch and missing its southern parapet, it 
is a fine 1830 structure.  Cross the bridge and continue on a narrow pathway to the road 
beyond.  The house on the left was (according to the owner) built in 1806 and was the former 
station master’s house.  It carries an S&DR house plaque. Turn left at the road to see what 
could be the station entrance gate pillars (photo 13) retained in the access to the house. 

 

Photo 13. Haggerleases Station House Entrance 

This is the official terminus of the Haggerleases Branch but tracks continued beyond to serve 
the numerous collieries in the Butterknowle area.  At the far end of the stone retaining wall on 
the right are the remains of a coal loading platform. 

Finally, follow the road over the bridge to find a seat and an information panel telling the story 
of the locality. 

Notes 

Information in the description was obtained from the author’s fieldwork in 2019/20, aided by Durham County 
Council historic mapping, Archaeo-Environment’s ‘South West Durham Heritage Corridor Journeys’, records of 
the Durham Mining Museum, Google Maps and Bing Maps.   

Readers may be interested in following the links below for further information on the Haggerleases Branch 
Line:- 

J Metcalfe’s Railway History- 
http://www.railcentre.co.uk/RailHistory/Stockton/Pages/StocktonPage7.html 
Peter Hayward’s quirky site (in progress)- 
https://www.haggerleases.co.uk/index.html 
and Chris Lloyd’s entertaining talk - 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ptEw4LuofII&t=3712s 

 

NEWS, NEWS, NEWS, NEWS, NEWS, NEWS…..  

 An NHF grant of £35,000 has been granted to the Friends to help develop our role 
towards 2025, but also afterwards. See above (p16). 

 The Friends have also been given an award from Historic England of £40,000 over the 
next three years to build our work engaging with communities all along the line and 
develop our schools’ education programme. 

http://www.railcentre.co.uk/RailHistory/Stockton/Pages/StocktonPage7.html
https://www.haggerleases.co.uk/index.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ptEw4LuofII&t=3712s
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 Work on the feasibility study into the construction of a full-sized replica Royal George in 
time for 2025 is now complete. See the update above (p31).  
 

 The Conservation Officer Seb 
Pickles at Darlington Borough 
Council has confirmed that works 
for the proposed Conservation Area 
at Fighting Cocks is ongoing and it 
will be designated. However, given 
that the project is being done in 
conjunction with Durham and 
Stockton so that the majority of the 
S&DR 1825 mainline will be 
designated a Conservation Area, 
there are some outstanding 
questions which need to be 
determined before new Areas are 
created. These issues relate to 
whether there is one Conservation 
Area with distinct character areas, 
or several separate Conservation 
Areas, and variations in between. 
The outcome of those discussions 
will have a bearing on how the 

S&DR Conservation Area(s) will be managed.  Meetings are being held in the run up to 
Christmas to answer these questions (including a half day workshop) and learning from 
other local authorities which have similar areas to manage.  

 The Enriching the List programme is underway (assessing whether sites are suitably 
designated for protection or not and adding additional information to their records). This 
is being carried out by Historic England and needs informed volunteers to contribute 
their knowledge of sites along the S&DR line and any photographs of those sites that 
they also own copyright of. The first batch of sites assessed is in New Shildon and 
invites are being sent to all paid up members to participate in this process.  

 Darlington Borough Council have revealed plans to redevelop the Head of Steam 
Museum ahead of the 2025 celebrations for the Stockton & Darlington Railway. The 
Masterplan for the site includes: 

 Free entry to the museum for all visitors once the renovations are complete 

 A new home for the A1 Steam Trust, with access to the mainline rail network, 
which will allow visitors to watch engineers at work on the steam locomotive The 
Prince of Wales and future projects 

 Darlington’s rail heritage and the museum’s exhibits will be brought to life using 
virtual and augmented reality, including an immersive ride that will bring the 
Stockton & Darlington Railway to life 

 Live steam experiences will return to the site for special events 

 A huge, free, outdoor play experience will be built to celebrate the Stockton & 
Darlington Railway and bring engineering to life for children of all ages 

An initial £20m of funding for the first phase of the regeneration works – which includes 
all projects planned to be complete in time for 2025 – has been allocated by Tees Valley 
Combined Authority. Consultants are currently working on various aspects of the 
proposals including interpretation and the Friends are assisting in ensuring that the 
content is as accurate as possible. 
 

Advertisement 
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Planning Successes 
 The Friends, led by Ross Chisholm, make sure that comments and recommendations 

are submitted to the three planning authorities where development is proposed near the 
S&DR line, its assets and its branches.  It is with pleasure to report three recent 
successes: 
 
1. Craggwood Holiday Park caravan site occupies part of the trackbed of the 
Haggerleases Branch at Ramshaw, near Evenwood.  The owner of the site has agreed 
to our request that his proposal for more caravans is accompanied by improvements to 
the poorly maintained public footpath that runs alongside the line between Ramshaw 
and Low Lands.  Even better is the owner's request that the Friends provide information 
to enable him to display interpretation panels where the path runs through the site. 
 
2. The developers of an industrial park next to the East Coast Main Line at Albert Hill 
have agreed to our request to avoid development on the site of the famous S&DR 
crossing and to mark where the line ran by planting parallel thorn hedges. 
 
3. After over four years of campaigning by the Friends, developers with plans for 845 
houses on the former MOD site at Allens West have finally agreed to safeguard a route 
through the development for the S&DR Walking and Cycling Route.  This will enable the 
critical link between Urlay Nook Road and Durham Lane to be created. 

AREA GROUP REPORTS 

There are a number of area groups along the length of the S&DR mainline and some of its 
branches. These groups pay special attention to their local length of track, carry out research, 
record surviving features where accessible and with the landowner’s permission, carry out 
simple maintenance work such as litter picking and vegetation control. If you wish to join a 
group or set up one in an area that doesn’t currently have one, please get in touch with one 
of the Trustees (contact details at the front of this Globe). 

Report from the Etherley Incline Witton Park Colliery Group 

We were meeting regularly, but due to lockdown we are having to keep in touch by other 
means. We continue to forge good relations with people living along the track.  

There have been five guided walks along the line with social distancing, where John, Jane 
and Mary each took a separate part of the incline and we also provided refreshments and 
sold books in Mary's garden. These walks involved 21 people. We also had a stall at Mary's 
Covid compliant National Garden Scheme open day and sold books and walk leaflets.  

We have been investigating how the line crossed the three roads that it meets on the way 
down to St Helen's. It appears to have crossed using various methods including tunnels 
below the roads. We have also looked at a railway tunnel further west towards the A68 which 
appears to date to the 1850's. It's not directly related to the S&DR but it gives us an insight 
into how coal production expanded in the area after 1825. 

We were involved in a meeting on the Incline to discuss our proposal to put a chaldron 
waggon at the beginning of the incline. This is now being discussed at a higher level and we 
will have to wait until next year before we get any results. 

In July, Etherley Cricket club decided to put a concrete pad in their car park for outdoor sales; 
this involved excavating the car park which was created (in the 1960's) using ballast from the 
nearby track bed.  John has been looking through the material that has come out and found 
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screws, bolts etc. that could well be related to the line. John is continuing to check the spoil 
heap for more archaeology. 

 

Hunting for tunnels near Etherley and Phoenix Row 

We've also done the autumn checks on the culverts which continue to function well.                                                                     
Recently the Group have produced a pictorial calendar of the immediate area. These have 
succeeded in raising the profile of the area and have sold like hot cakes. 

Currently we are waiting to see what happens with the Sale of Greenfields farm which 
includes the middle section of the Incline where the Engine House was. 

If anyone wishes to join the Etherley area group, please contact John Raw on 
jraw2883@aol.com. 

Mary Smith and John Raw 

Report from the West Auckland/ St. Helen Auckland Group (WASH) 

In November a further area group for the 1825 mainline was formed in the St Helen/ West 
Auckland area. This group have their roots firmly in the local area, putting their best foot 
forward for the section running out of Jackson Plantation in the north down and across the 
Gaunless and on to the West Auckland bypass. The committee is made up of Sharron Proud, 
Martin Roberts, Tom Mchale, John Raw, George Alderslade and Trish Pemberton. Due to 
current restrictions because of the pandemic this group have been restricted in its output. If 
you would like to join please contact John Raw at jraw2883@aol.com. 

John Raw 

  

mailto:jraw2883@aol.com
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Report from the Brusselton Incline Group (BIG) 

Despite the restrictions brought on us by Covid 19 the Group has been relatively active since 
we last reported in the April issue of The Globe. 

At the Brusselton Incline we have continued to carry out weeding and tidying when possible 
but have mainly kept the site free of unwanted vegetation by spraying. It seems that 4 – 5 
sprays per annum will greatly reduce the need for manual weeding which is a great help. We 
have agreed with Shildon Town Council that they put the grass mowing onto their rota until 
this can be formally agreed with Durham County Council (DCC). The banksides are being 
flailed and strimmed late in the season by arrangement with Mark Hicks and Michael Spence, 
for which we are very grateful. Those events just leave much smaller areas for us to treat, 
particularly where the flail cannot reach. 

A long sought for objective was completed in early October when we employed a 
professional hedge-layer to attend to the hawthorn hedge on the south east approach to the 
accommodation bridge bordering Brusselton Lane. The result was a transformation of the 
visibility of the bridge from that side. Our thanks go to Michael Spence and the Friends for 
sharing the costs of this and to Mark Hicks for providing a trailer to remove the large amounts 
of cut hedging. We are currently in discussions with DCC to see whether the old Ash tree 
within that hedge can be saved as its removal was principally for increased sighting for 
vehicles exiting Low East Thickley Farm. 

 

The newly laid sleeper stones and interpretation panel after some additional landscaping.  

Our main activity over the summer and up to the present has been at the (former) Masons 
Arms site at Shildon. Following the lockdown we were able to collect ash ballast for the 
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sleeper block area. This was provided and loaded into a series of dumpy bags free of charge 
by Weardale Railways and transported to site by a local haulier. A fork lift provided by Colin 
Jeffries offloaded the bags and the material was spread by six volunteers. Following this 
Colin transported the 16 stone blocks from our storage site. Prices for an interpretation board 
were sought and the Friends agreed to pay half the cost with the remainder coming from the 
monies the Group had obtained from many local businesses. We procured replica rails and 
chairs to fit onto the blocks through an AAP Grant with the casting work being done by 
Stockton Castings at a much-reduced price. The intention was to have a big “unveiling” event 
on the 27th September. All went well, with the board being positioned the day before, but the 
virus stuck again, and the opening was cancelled (or at least postponed). The intention is to 
seek further grants to enable the final 4 - holed stones to receive chairs and rails. However, 
this is not straightforward as much research needs to be done to ensure that the items are 
appropriate, there being very little information on the early types of chairs and rails used. 

Adjacent to the stone block site is a semaphore signal which is a relic of the Wagon Works. 
Although this is a relatively modern steel type dating from the mid 1950’s there is evidence of 
a signal in this position in 1895 and very likely it was there in 1857 as the track layout was 
very similar. It thus serves to commemorate the Wagon Works and the S&DR. Following 
granting of a licence from DCC in September to work on the signal we have completely 
removed all apparatus bolted to the post. All of these components have been shot blasted 
courtesy of Teescraft Engineering/ Stockton Castings and repainted. The paint and rust was 
completely removed from the bare post and this has been painted. A new signal arm has 
been obtained as the original was beyond repair. New bolts to refasten everything are 
expected soon and the whole refurbishment could well be completed by the time you read 
this. The area around the signal and adjacent to the sleeper blocks needs planting/ 
landscaping and, to this end, a very constructive meeting has taken place with DCC 
representatives to discuss the same. Work on this is likely to take place early in the spring. 

 

Signal components after cleaning by Teescraft 
Engineering/ Stockton Castings 

 

If anyone would like to join this group please 
contact Trevor Horner at 
trevorhorner@hotmail.co.uk.  

Trevor Horner 

Report from the Middleton St. George/ 
Fighting Cocks Area Group 

A report will appear in the next Globe once more 
information has been established on the 
proposed projects including the sale of the former 
Fighting Cocks inn. This group is currently 
working with the local history group and the 
parish council for Middleton St. George. If you 
would like to join this group, please contact Ross 
Chisholm at randpchisholm@hotmail.co.uk. 

 

mailto:trevorhorner@hotmail.co.uk
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Report from the Stockton Interest Group (SIG) 

No update available as the September events were cancelled due to Covid. If you would like 
to join this group, please contact Barry Thompson at barrythompson007@hotmail.co.uk. 

Report from the Yarm Branch 

 

Following publication of the Yarm Branch article in the July 
2020 edition of the Globe, the route description has been 
translated into booklet No.8 in the FSDR Self-Guided Walks 
series.  A digital version will eventually appear on our website 
and printed copies will be available at Locomotion and Head of 
Steam.  Meanwhile, copies can be obtained from the 
Cleveland Bay pub, Peter Bainbridge, John Raw or Ross 
Chisholm, price £2.00 plus P&P (see contact details at the 
beginning of The Globe). If anyone wishes to join this group, 
please contact please contact Ross Chisholm at 
randpchisholm@hotmail.co.uk. 

Ross Chisholm 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

Membership renewal date is always the 27th September.  
Fees can be paid at any time if you have forgotten.  
 
Our membership fees contribute towards our annual 
celebration events which raise the profile of the S&DR 
and they will be the Friends’ contributions towards any 
projects that we seek funding for and our activities. You 
will receive a PDF copy of The Globe and a hard copy if 
you express a preference for this when you renew 
membership. You will also receive preferential invitations 
to events and S&DR related outings. For a copy of the 
membership form, or if you have any questions regarding 

membership, you can contact Peter Bainbridge, the Membership Secretary on: 
membership.SDR1825@virginmedia.com 

Peter Bainbridge, Membership Secretary 

 

The Globe is named after Timothy Hackworth’s locomotive which was commissioned by the S&DR 

specifically to haul passengers between Darlington and Middlesbrough in 1829. The Globe was also 
the name of a newspaper founded in 1803 by Christopher Blackett. Blackett was a coal mining 
entrepreneur from Wylam with a distinguished record in the evolution of steam engines. 

All text and photographs are copyright Friends of the Stockton & Darlington Railway and authors 
except where clearly marked as that of others. Opinions expressed in the journal may be those of 
individual authors and not of the Friends of the S&DR  

Please send contributions to future editions to caroline@aenvironment.co.uk. The deadline 
for the next issue of The Globe is 6th April 2021. 

Our current subs are:  

Under 18:  FREE 

Individual:  £15 

Unwaged/retired:  £10 

Joint: (2 adults at the 
same address)  

£24 

Corporate:  £50  

mailto:membership.SDR1825@virginmedia.com
mailto:caroline@aenvironment.co.uk
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The Stockton & Darlington Railway 

Opened in 1825 and running 26 miles between Witton Park in Co. Durham and Stockton via 

Shildon and Darlington, this is where the modern railway network was born. 

‘The Railway that got the World on Track!’ 

 

 

Walking the line at Locomotion. Do join us! 

The Friends of the Stockton & Darlington Railway was formed to bring together all those with an interest 

in the S&DR and to ensure that the 1825 line receives the recognition and protection it deserves. 

The Friends are working with local councils and partners to conserve and protect the original 1825 main 

and branch lines and associated structures. We seek international recognition for the Stockton & 

Darlington Railway as the birthplace of the modern railway. Our members also undertake research and 

fieldwork to make historic documents more accessible and we record surviving remains. We have 

produced seven self-guided walk booklets along the line which can be downloaded or purchased from 

our website.  

Find us on YouTube and Facebook – search for Friends of the Stockton & Darlington Railway. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


