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Welcome to The Globe! The regular journal for the Friends of the 

Stockton & Darlington Railway.  
 

Dear Friends and supporters 

Welcome to the Chair’s introduction to this edition of the Globe.  As 

always, a lot has been happening and sincere thanks are owed to many 

people for all that they have contributed over the last few months.  It is 

actually quite difficult to pick out the highlights, but I will try.   

 First of all, the Rail Heritage Steering Group of the three councils (Durham 

County Council, Stockton Borough Council and Darlington Borough 

Council) is up and running with considerable input from the new Tees 

Valley Combined Authority and support from organisations like the A1 Trust and the NRM.  A 

consultant has been employed to start the outline planning leading to the celebrations of the 200th 

anniversary in 2025.  Secondly, the S&DR is also now being considered at the national level to 

become a Heritage Action Zone, after succeeding initially at the regional level.  Finally, the Friends, 

by invitation, recently gave evidence to a parliamentary committee on threats to industrial heritage.  

We were ably represented by Caroline Hardie, with the support of Niall Hammond.   

The Friends also celebrated the 192nd anniversary of the S&DR, this time in Stockton with the help 

and support of Stockton Council.  A very successful railway market-place event, which built on last 

year’s at Locomotion, NRM Shildon, was led by Barry and his team.  In the evening, the Friends 

welcomed guests to share refreshments and hear from Darlington Council on progress this year by 

the three councils and from Niall Hammond (Vice Chair) and Caroline Hardie on the Friends’ 

achievements and vision for the future.  The latter was very well received as ‘inspirational’. 

Great progress has been made by Jonathan on updating our web site and increasing our 

Facebook presence.  Ross has ably led our work on the planning front and Niall has begun what 

looks like being a number of training sessions for the councils so that their officers understand the 

importance of what we are trying to achieve.   

Thanks must go to our membership secretary, Peter, to Caroline for editing the Globe and to Jane 

for supporting research and the landmark incorporation of the Brusselton Incline Group into the 

Friends.  The two Alans must be thanked for serving so effectively as secretary and minute’s 

secretary.  We are all patiently awaiting the result of our application to become a charity – which 

will hopefully be received by the end of the year. 

The future for the S&DR is looking much brighter than it did two years ago before the Friends held 

the conference at Locomotion, NRM Shildon in 2015, and I am convinced that this is in no small 

part due to the work of the Friends.  We are already planning the celebrations for the 193rd 

‘birthday party’, in Darlington.  Any ideas would be gratefully received. 

Trish Pemberton, Chair 
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The Friends of the S&DR. Who we are and what we do 

We: 

 act as an umbrella organisation for all those interested in our railway heritage 

 lobby and work with local authorities and government 

 push forward on survey, research and conservation of the line 

 raise the profile and awareness of our industrial heritage, locally, nationally and internationally 

 protect and care for the S&DR remains 

 explore the case for World Heritage Site status  

 support coordinated development of footpaths and interpretation to safely access the line 

 work with others on events for 2025, Bicentenary Year. 

 

FEATURED S&DR ARTICLE – THOMAS GREENER AND HIS MODEL STEAM ENGINE 

    
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The model was inherited by its present owner, Thomas Walker, from his father Robert Walker, 
who in turn inherited it from his father, John William Walker (1859-1953). J. W. Walker was a 
surgeon in Wakefield, Yorkshire; it is not known when or how the steam engine came into his 
possession. 
 
The model is ‘a typical north-east style winding engine, with the vertical cylinder driving the 
crankshaft via rather interesting parallel motion (which was characteristic for the area)’ (from Ben 
Russell, Curator of Mechanical Engineering, Science Museum). The model measures 49cm in 
height. A plaque above the boiler is inscribed: 
 

Thomas Greener              Etherley 
            Durham 

          1836 
 

Thomas M. Walker is currently researching the history 

of a steam engine model that he owns in preparation 

for a talk he is giving next April to the NEIMME. This 

research is of particular interest to the Friends 

because the engine is inscribed Thomas Greener, 

Etherley and we know that the Greeners were the 

engine men at Etherley Incline from 1825. If you 

would like to see the model working, you can watch it 

on YouTube here:  

https://youtu.be/St1Jz_xXCZU – model steam engine in action 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/St1Jz_xXCZU%20–%20model%20steam%20engine%20in%20action
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It is unknown whether it was modelled on an existing winding engine, or was a creation of the 
imagination. It does not have any governor, so the latter seems likely. 
 
There are two engineers named Thomas Greener associated with Etherley in Co. Durham. If it is 
assumed that the model was constructed in 1836, then the question arises of which Thomas 
Greener either made it, or perhaps had it presented to them. 
 
Thomas Greener (1786-1853 – designated ‘Senior’) is unlikely; he was engineman at Etherley 
on the Stockton & Darlington Railway until about 1828-29, when he handed over this position to 
his brother John, so there is no reason why, even if he made the model, it should be inscribed 
with the date of 1836 and the name of Etherley. Equally, as he left Etherley about seven years 
before the date on the model, then there is no apparent explanation why it should have been 
presented to him in 1836. 
 
So, could Thomas Greener (1820-1903 – designated ‘Junior’), the nephew of Thomas ‘Senior’, 
be the maker or recipient? This Thomas was baptised in December 1820, so it is reasonable to 
assume that he was born earlier that year, which would make him aged 15 or 16 in 1836. It is 
extremely unlikely that anyone would present such a model to a boy of this age, so it is probable 
that Thomas ‘Junior’ was the creator of the model. This would have been quite an achievement 
for a teenager, but it is known that he later became a mining engineer, and perhaps this was 
something like an ‘apprentice piece’, made during his training as an engineer. 

Thomas M. Walker 
 

 

Membership 

The membership renewal date was 27th 

September 2017 and renewal reminders 

have been sent out. About 15 members 

have not replied to subscription reminders 

and so if you do intend renewing but haven’t 

done so, please contact the membership 

secretary before the end of November or 

you will be removed from the membership 

list. Of course, you can always join again, 

and we hope that you will. Your 

membership fees contribute towards our 

costs for meetings, our insurance for events 

and future activities, our annual celebration 

events and most importantly of all, they will 

be the Friends’ contributions towards any projects that we seek funding for.  

For a copy of the membership form, or if you any questions regarding membership, you can 

contact Peter Bainbridge, the Membership Secretary on: membership.SDR1825@virginmedia.com 

Peter Bainbridge 

 

News  
 

Skerne Bridge, Darlington – one of the top 100  

The newly landscaped Skerne Bridge was officially opened on the 27th 

September 2017 by The Lord Lieutenant Sue Snowden and Councillor Nick 

Wallis of Darlington Borough Council, with an entertaining talk by our very own 

Our current subs are:  

Under 18:  FREE 

Individual:  £15 

Unwaged/retired:  £10 

Joint: (2 adults at the 

same address)  

£24 

Corporate:  £50 minimum with 

further enhanced stages 

to be agreed 

mailto:membership.SDR1825@virginmedia.com
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Chris Lloyd. At the same time a ‘red wheel’ plaque was unveiled on the bridge. This is an important 

recognition of the bridge by the Transport Trust and commemorates its status as ‘the oldest railway 

bridge in the world still in use as such.’ It was nominated by the Bishop Line Community Rail 

Partnership. It is wonderful to see the area cleaned up and the fly tipping removed by the council 

and volunteers. Hopefully we will be able to work with Network Rail to see the bridge conserved in 

the not too distant future.  We were a little disappointed not to have been credited with all the hard 

work we put into the new interpretation panels and the design of the entrance feature, but we are 

still very pleased that such an important structure is finally being recognised for its contribution 

towards railway history.  

 

         
 

The good news continued when the Skerne Bridge secured a place in Historic England’s 

Irreplaceable: A History of England in 100 Places. Nominated by the public in the Travel and 

Tourism category, the bridge was chosen by one of the judges, Historian and Author Bettany 

Hughes, as one of her top ten places in this category. Many of the Friends will have voted for this 

online (although you sensibly probably nominated it in the Industry, Trade and Commerce 

category, not Travel and Tourism) so well done everyone for raising the profile of the S&DR again 

nationally through the Skerne Bridge. 

Caroline Hardie (photos by Peter Giroux) 

 

Heighington Station 

Following on from the unveiling of the Transport Trust’s plaque 

at Skerne Bridge, another was unveiled by the Lord Lieutenant 

at Heighington Station commemorating the place where 

Locomotion No.1 was hauled to by road and reassembled on 

the tracks in preparation for the S&DR's official opening on the 

27th September 1825.  

 

Since then the Locomotion Number One pub which includes 

the S&DR inn (commissioned 1826, built 1827, licenced on 

appeal 1829) which evolved into the station has gone up for 

auction. The guide price is £230,000 and is being auctioned 

through R.A. Jackson & Sons. Sales particulars can be obtained from sales@rajackson.co.uk 

before December 11th.  

 

Thickley Wood Footbridge 

Thickley Wood Bridge is located immediately east of Locomotion, the National Railway Museum in 

Shildon. If anyone has used it to walk over the live line here, you will know that it has been in very 

mailto:sales@rajackson.co.uk
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poor condition for many years. Network Rail have identified that it needs urgent repairs and have 

been exploring a number of options and will now be applying for the necessary consents which 

includes listed building consent. The Friends were consulted by Network Rail at the behest of 

Durham County Council and were given a copy of the Statement of Historic Significance (July 

2017) by John A. Ives on behalf of PPIY Ltd and Dr Bill Fawcett, the well-known Railway and 

Architectural Historian for Network Rail. 

 

 

Thickley Bridge from the east looking west (Locomotion can be seen beyond the bridge on the left). The 
1857 first phase is on the right. The subsequent phases can be clearly discerned.  

 

The bridge consists of three phases of construction. The first phase on the north side was built in 

1857 and was wide enough to accommodate five tracks, but prior to the construction works in 1857 

there were only two, one of which was the original 1825 track. New tracks were added to create 

sorting sidings on the north side as part of the construction works. It was designed for foot traffic 

from the outset so that pedestrians were kept away from the increasingly busy sidings.  

 

The bridge was made of cast iron hog backed girders bearing the inscription ‘Harris MDCCCLVII 

Maker’ and an elegant cast iron balustrade with a wooden hand rail above. The girders sat on 

sandstone abutments supporting cast iron cross beams from which jack arches of brick were 

sprung. John Harris (1812-69) had been resident engineer to the S&DR (when he designed North 

Road Station in Darlington) and was proprietor to the Hopetown Foundry in Darlington and so the 

‘maker’ of the bridge. 

 

The second phase of construction was between 1868-9 and was designed to accommodate the 

expanding Shildon Yard, an early example of a gravity worked marshalling yard which necessitated 

another two spans.  

 

Another four spans were added in 1875 as the yard expanded. This has the distinctive lattice 

spans which are sadly now beyond repair. 
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Network Rail intend to restore the 1857 bridge which while largely intact, has had some 

inappropriate alterations to it and some elements have become badly decayed. Other spans will 

see a combination of restoration, new decking and parapets, or in the case of the latest spans, 

demolition and replacement with a ramp reflecting the construction materials of the Locomotion 

engine shed which sits over the later sidings immediately north.  Safety regulations also require 

that the balustrade will need to be increased in height to 1.4m across the whole length, except the 

part over live line which needs to be 1.5m. 

 

 

The 1857 balustrade with hardwood, possibly oak, handrail. The balustrade subsequently had a safety rail 
added to it 

Durham County Council have agreed to fund an access ramp from the bridge to the multi-user 

route on the north side, so there is no longer any need to scramble through the bushes and slither 

down the slope in an undignified fashion.  

 

We have supported the works in principle because of the much-needed restoration of the 1857 

bridge and because it is an opportunity to enhance the access between the new multi user path 

and Locomotion (there is currently a very long detour required). We have encouraged the use of a 

number of paint scrapes in order to ascertain the original 1857 paintwork colour and asked that this 

colour be used to restore the bridge. We have also asked that the iron frames and telegraph line 

insulators be retained on the underside of the 1857 bridge. We have asked for further information 

relating to ground disturbance associated with the ramp and what the archaeological implications 

might be and for more information on how access to Locomotion can be improved on the south 

side of the bridge. We have also asked for some additional information on how the balustrades will 

be heightened without harming them. It is with some regret that we will be losing the distinctive 

1875 lattice work bridge, but it appears to be beyond repair and the costs for creating a new bridge 

too prohibitive.  

Caroline Hardie and Ross Chisholm  

  

The S&DR at Parliament 

You know you are getting somewhere when the S&DR is mentioned in Parliament twice in a 

month. On the 12th October the Friends were invited to give evidence at the All Parliamentary Party 
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Group on Industrial Archaeology, chaired by Nick Thomas-Symonds who is Member of Parliament 

for Torfaen, Shadow Security Minister and Solicitor General. 

 

The session was spread over three days and took evidence on the nature of industrial 

archaeology, its importance to the country, whether it was adequately protected, how it could make 

an input into economic regeneration, what were the best sources of funding and examples of good 

practice were also sought of rescuing or reusing industrial archaeology. 

 

 
 

The Friends were represented by Caroline Hardie and Niall Hammond who took the opportunity to 

talk about how the S&DR can help to regenerate the 26 mile corridor through which the main line 

runs and some of the work that we are doing with the local councils and Network Rail. It was a 

great opportunity to raise the profile of the work we are doing on the S&DR and to prepare the 

ground for more promotional work in the House of Commons. One of our local M.P.s Helen 

Goodman later commented that she heard from Nick Thomas-Symonds that our contribution had 

been very good. 

 

   
 

Later that month on the 25th October the House of Commons debated the ownership of assets by 

the National Railway Museum. This was triggered by the ‘gifting’ of locomotives from the National 

Railway Museum without consultation and not always to accredited museums. A friendly debate 

ensued between Helen Goodman whose constituency includes Shildon and Jenny Chapman 

whose constituency includes Darlington, about the appropriate location for Locomotion No.1. While 

both parties got their facts wrong about this internationally important locomotive engine, it was 

good to see our local heritage and two of our railway museums being discussed by the M.P.s, both 

of whom have been very supportive in all of our aspirations.  

Caroline Hardie 



Friends of the Stockton & Darlington Railway     Page | 8 

WWW.SDR1825.co.uk   

 

 

S&DR Birthday Celebrations  

 

The Friends celebrated the 192nd Birthday of the Stockton & Darlington Railway 

with a major event in Stockton Town Centre on Saturday 23 September 2017, 

followed by a Civic Reception. 

 

The centre-piece of the event was a giant marquee for traders and exhibitors which 

included a large area devoted to the Friends’ displays, plus 30 traders / exhibitors, model railways, 

photography and art displays, children’s activities, history talks, book readings, musical 

entertainment and themed catering! 

 

       
 

Individual Friends produced stunning displays, with special mentions for Andrew Stoves with his 

displays of early S&DR paperwork, artefacts and ephemera, Bill Ramage for his model of Yarm 

Depot built for the day, and Pete Giroux for his evocative photographs of what remains along the 

line. Other Friends who made special individual displays included Jane Hackworth-Young, Jon 

Thompson, Barbara Wills and our fellow Friends from the Brusselton Incline Group.  

 

      
 

Other highlights included the original 1925 Plaque from No 48 Bridge Road, which will hopefully 

soon be restored and returned to its correct position on the building, a model of “Little Shildon” 

from Shildon MRC and themed refreshments from Stockton caterers Chintzy Cakes. 

 

Entertainment within the marquee included Locomotion Choir, musicians from Yarm School Brass 

Band (with their claim to be descended from Thomas Meynall’s Band who played at the 1825 

opening of the line!), a history talk provided by local historian Alan Betteney and story-book 

readings by Richard Drake from local bookseller Drake the Bookshop. 
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Outside the marquee, our visitors could join guided walks, again with Alan Betteney, take a ride 

around the town centre on the land train (which was full on every journey) or watch the Stockton 

Flyer, which uniquely had been set to operate on the hour, every hour, for this day only. 

 

Twenty-six local shops and businesses took part in, and donated prizes for, a Shop Windows 

Lucky Numbers Treasure Hunt, while ten bars and music venues ensured the celebrations 

extended into the night-time economy by featuring in a CAMRA-sponsored R-ail Ale Trail! 

 

Stockton BC estimates suggest that 3,000 people passed through the marquee on the day, with 

visitors known to have come from as far afield as Berwick and Hull (and possibly further!).  Post-

event feedback, anecdotal and via social media, from visitors, exhibitors and other members of the 

Friends has been universally and extremely positive. 

 

Stockton BC are keen to build upon the momentum gained by the event and the renewed interest 

in our local heritage generated by the event, which can only be good for all of us interested in the 

S&DR, whilst for the Friends, attention is already shifting to the 193rd Birthday celebrations – and 

Darlington! 

 

The evening reception for the Friends was a chance to fly the flag with civic leaders and network 

with businesses. The Queen was represented by the Deputy Lord Lieutenant Mark White who sent 

her best wishes and gave an inspiring introduction to the proceedings. 

 

       
 

Niall gave a short presentation on the significance of the S&DR and then Steve Howell of Durham 

County Council reported on what progress the three councils had made in the last year in working 

towards our objectives. Caroline Hardie completed the talks with a comparison of what we have 

achieved so far with progress back in 1817 – 1825; finishing with her vision for 2025.We are hugely 

grateful to Hitachi for sponsoring the event and to everyone who attended.  

Barry Thompson and Caroline Hardie (photos by Jonathan Ratcliffe) 

 

Etherley Incline and its Culverts 

Planning permission was granted for the conversion of a building, a new garage and access road, 

and demolition of outbuildings immediately adjacent to (west of) the scheduled Etherley Incline at 

the west end of the S&DR trackbed. Unfortunately, this was granted without any consultation with 

the Durham County Council archaeologists or Historic England. The incline embankment was built 

between 1823-5 and is cut through by a number of culverts designed to carry watercourses below 

it and these culverts extend east and west beyond the original battery; as a result, the rather out of 

date scheduling does not include their full extent. Beady-eyed Friends of the Brusselton Incline 

Group spotted activity on the site once the development works started and were able to record the 

culvert which thankfully was not only unharmed, but also made more visible as the vegetation was 

cleared by the developers. The other side of the culvert was also cleared with the owners’ consent.  
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Having caught the culvert clearing bug, John Raw then gave another culvert nearer Phoenix Row a 

good trim to better expose the structure and reduce the risk of damage from root systems. This 

was carried out with the owners’ consent, and being restricted to trimming work above ground did 

not require scheduled monument consent. 

 

News Bites 

 

 A company called FEI (Festivals and Events International), has been appointed by the three 

councils to develop the strategy proposals for the S&DR celebrations in 2025. Kirsty McGready 

from Darlington Borough Council is now on secondment to the Combined Authority for six months 

to assist with the vision for the celebrations. 

 Various funding bids are in for S&DR related work and should be decided before the end of the 

year e.g. HLF Resilient Heritage; ERDF for rural areas; Great Northern Exhibition legacy funding 

and the HAZ (Heritage Action Zone) bid. Watch this space! 

 Our Chair, Trish Pemberton gave a talk to fifty primary school students and their parents/carers 

which included the Stockton & Darlington Railway.  The focus is the River Gaunless and the 

Haggerleazes Branch Line.  Trish will be walking the line with a local expert over the next few 

weeks with a view to developing a Walking the Line project there.  A number of primary schools 

are involved including Cockfield primary. 

 Trish Pemberton has visited the NRM at York to see their Engineering Futures programme with 

a view to developing something similar for Durham, Darlington and Stockton. 

The culvert below the Etherley Incline adjacent to the 
development (left) and the other side of the culvert after 
clearing by John Raw with the owners’ consent (above). 
(Photos by Caroline Hardie and Jeffery Sawyer). 

(below) Before and after culvert clearing on the Etherley 
Incline by John Raw (photos by John Raw) 
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 A number of discussions are underway with key partners (and some potential funders) of future 

S&DR projects. These include Northern Heartlands, the A1Trust, the Durham Cultural Partnership, 

the NE Local Enterprise Partnership, Visit County Durham and the Rural Payments Agency (about 

securing a RDPE Growth Programme Rural Tourism and Infrastructure Award of up to 100% and 

£170,000 (relevant to footpaths)). 

 Niall Hammond, our Vice Chair, has delivered a training session for planners/regeneration 

specialists at Darlington Borough Council. A similar offer has been made for staff at Durham 

County Council.  

 Discussions are ongoing between the Friends and Darlington Borough Council on the future of 

the Lime Cells and the Waiting Shed at Fighting Cocks. 

 

Railway history over a barrel! 

 

We have been contacted by Peter Buckley originally from Darlington, but now living in Australia 

whose Great Uncle Mason Brotherton was a cooper in Blackwellgate in Darlington. Mason 

Brotherton was a Quaker born in 1789 and died in 1835 and so was contemporary with the start of 

the S&DR in 1825. Could Mason Brotherton have had a role in building or maintaining Locomotion 

No. 1?  

 

Although the surviving Locomotion No.1 has an iron water tank, we do know from contemporary 

accounts that it was fitted with a water barrel which was replenished at Darlington on the opening 

day of the 27th September before heading off towards Goosepool where it would be filled again. 

Could this have been sourced by our cooper from Darlington?  

 

A 2008 feature (17th June) by Chris Lloyd in the Northern Echo included this tantalising snippet of 

information about Locomotion No.1: 

 

“At midday on Tuesday, 

September 27, 1825, 

Locomotion was resting to 

the north of Darlington. 

George Stephenson was 

refilling its large wooden 

water barrel in the tender – 

a barrel so large that the 

cooper, Mason Brotherton, 

was forced to assemble it 

outside his workshop, in 

Blackwellgate, Darlington.” 

The conjectural appearance 
of Locomotion No. 1 with 
water barrel as delivered to 
the S&DR (by Alan Prior and 
reproduced in Pearce, T.R 
1996, fig 14) 

 

Peter Buckley is now keen to find out more about his Great Uncle and the extent to which he may 

have been involved in the production of Locomotion No.1. If anyone can help Peter find Mason 

Brotherton’s place in railway history, you can contact him via the editor (contact details above).  

Caroline Hardie 
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Advertisement 

 

EVENTS 

 

Now until 15th January 2018 

Tim Peake’s Spacecraft at Locomotion: The National Railway Museum at Shildon. Tim Peake’s historic 

capsule has landed, along with a space-age virtual reality experience narrated by the astronaut himself. A 

great example of technological innovation in the birthplace of the railways. FREE.  

 

Now until 7th January 2018 

Beamish is running a series of Christmassy and Twelfth Night events. See 

https://www.beamish.org.uk/events/christmas-at-beamish/ for more details. 

 

26th December 2017 

Spend the day at Tanfield Railway after all the hustle and bustle of the Christmas season. A mince pie is a 

must for every visitor! No pre-booking required. Normal ticket fares apply. 

 

Saturday 13th January – Sunday 4th March 2018  

Victorian Optical Toys at the Head of Steam Museum, Darlington. 11.00am – 3.30pm. Explore fascinating 

toys from 19th century. These toys turn still images into moving pictures creating a magical pastime 

 

Saturday 17 February 2018  

NERA at Darlington Head of Steam Railway Museum. At 1pm Richard Barber will give a talk entitled 'From 

Saltburn to Seal Sands part 2' continuing his railway photographic circumnavigation of the Tees Estuary 

 

Saturday 19 May 2018  

NERA at Darlington Head of Steam Railway Museum. At 1.30pm Sam Woods will give a talk entitled 'A 

creative tourist eclipses the scout cruise', three short talks covering 1) The CTAC Scottish tours express, 2) 

https://www.beamish.org.uk/events/christmas-at-beamish/
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The LNER's arrangements to deal with the huge passenger traffic to see the 1927 solar eclipse and 3) A pre-

war cruise train for Boy Scouts 

 

22nd June to September 2018 

The Great Exhibition of the North showcasing great art, culture, design and innovation across the North of 

England, with exhibition hubs at the Great North Museum: Hancock, BALTIC Centre for Contemporary Art 

and the Sage, Gateshead. Stephenson’s Rocket will be returning to Newcastle for the event.  

 

FEATURED S&DR ARTICLE - FOUND! (AND LOST.) THE S&DR'S MYSTERY BREWERY 

MOST PEOPLE are surprised when they learn that the Quaker-dominated Stockton & Darlington 
Railway Company built and owned three pubs. ("Aren't Quakers against alcohol consumption?") 
So, they're probably amazed when they hear that the Company also had a brewery. 

But the biggest shock really should be that this, the second-oldest railway-related building in 
Darlington - and so one of the oldest in the world - was demolished less than five years ago, 
unrecognised and unrecorded. 

That bare fact of a Company-owned brewery is not a new revelation: Bill Fawcett mentioned it 
briefly (and a little misleadingly) in his 2001 book.1 But nothing else has ever been published about 
it - why it was really built, where it stood, and what happened to it. 

I can now reveal those things. And the rather unexpected family connection between the 'father of 
the railways' - Edward Pease - and alcohol production. 

But first, there are some myths to dispel: the brewery was not a 'micro-brewery'; it was not within or 
behind the Railway Tavern; nor intended to supply it; nor set up to enable the pub to obtain a 
licence; and there is no likelihood it was built to brew especially-weak 'small beer' as a substitute 
for drinking water.  

Why and When did the Company Build a Brewery? 

Within two years of the opening of its pioneering line the S&DR had built inns at Stockton, 
Northgate Bridge in Darlington and at Aycliffe Lane (now Heighington Station). However, on 10 
September 1827 the Darlington magistrates refused licences for the latter two premises, "pursuing 
that apparent course of hostility which they have hitherto held towards this Company". The 
Company, at a meeting chaired by Edward Pease, duly considered "the best means of rendering 
the [Northgate premises] mutually useful to the Company and the public" and concluded that "the 
establishment of a Retail Brewery in the vicinity is most eligible". Joseph Pease junior was charged 
with making "the requisite enquiries" on the subject.2  

Under an Act of 1824, a 'retail brewery' could be opened without a justices' licence (without the 
approval of local magistrates), so long as sales were made directly to the public for home 
consumption.3 Excise licences were required but were issued by government officers for £5 5s a 
year.  

Joseph Pease junior's enquiries would have made it clear that opening a brewery would not make 
it any easier for the S&DR to obtain a justices' licence for the pub. But the Company proceeded to 
the next step anyway.  

That John Carter again... 

The Company's go-to building designer, John Falcus Carter of Heighington (responsible for the 
three inns and much besides), was tasked - at a meeting again chaired by Edward Pease - with: 

"[making] himself acquainted with the best arrangement for a Brewery suitable for the Railway Co. 
to erect, and produce an estimate as to its probable expence and the best situation for its erection 
on some part of the Co.'s premises near the Coal depots at Darlington." (National Archives, RAIL 
667/31, 5 Oct 1827) 
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Carter's research into brewery design will have dashed the Company's hopes of 'rendering the 
Northgate [pub] premises useful'. He clearly concluded that, not only could a retail brewery not be 
fitted into the pub or its outbuildings, it could not be accommodated within its curtilage. If the 
Company wanted such a brewery there were three pre-requisites in addition to those in his 
instruction: a spacious site (to facilitate deliveries and collections as well as a viable scale of 
operation); a prominent frontage for retailing; and a ready supply of water. 

The site recommended, and proceeded with by early 1828, was south of the Railway Tavern 
(which eventually received a licence in 1829), and had a curtilage almost as big. The west end of 
the main brewery building was placed hard up against the road at Northgate Bridge, at the point at 
which the Cocker Beck emerged from it: see the c.1841 map, on which plot 26 is that of the 
brewery and 23 that of the Railway Tavern.4  

 

Figure 1 Plan of Darlington showing S&DR property, c.1841 

As required, and like the pub, the brewery was almost opposite the coal depots of the Darlington 
branch line and, as with the pub, will have been expected to benefit from the custom of the many 
dealers, merchants and farmers who frequented the depots. In the brewery's case, sales would be 
expected to be not simply of jugs and bottles of beer, by the pint or quart, but whole casks of it: in 
the 1800s there was a big trade in selling beer to private households by the barrel, for them to 
consume over a period of weeks. 

At this time, the population of Darlington was still a quarter-mile and more away to the south and 
few individual residents would have been expected to make the journey to the brewery, especially 
as there were at least another four, more conveniently-located, breweries within the town for them 
to buy from. 

Edward Pease's Involvement 

The prominent involvement of the Pease family - the leading Quakers in south Durham - in the 
establishment of a brewery and inns (Joseph Pease junior had lent the money to build those at 
Stockton and Darlington) only seems surprising today because of the family's later, and much 
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publicised, role in the Temperance movement. But Quakers - members of the Society of Friends - 
were, and are, not actually forbidden from drinking alcohol. 

They were certainly not forbidden from producing or selling it in the late-18th and early-19th 
centuries, as Edward Pease would know when he married another Quaker, Rachel Whitwell of 
Kendal, in 1796.5 Her family were long-established in Westmorland both as brewers and as 
'manufacturers of British wine'. The brewery continued, as Whitwell Mark & Co., until 1947 and the 
premises remained operational as a part of the Vaux group until 1968. Visitors to Kendal will know 
them today as the Brewery Arts Centre. (Meanwhile Rachel's maiden name was incorporated into 
that of her and Edward's grandson, Joseph Whitwell Pease.) 

The Brewery Design 

The design that Carter came up with for the heart of the brewery - the brewhouse - was a 
rectangular, one-and-a-half storey high (about 15ft; 4.6m) building, some 46ft (14m) long and 22ft 
(7m) wide. Based on the materials chosen for the Railway Tavern, it would have been made of 
brick, with a pitched roof of slate. 

Attached to its west end was a smaller structure, the same 22ft wide but only about 21ft (6m) deep. 
This was probably the brewery's retail area, including a tasting room (essential if customers were 
expected to buy a barrel at a time). It may have been single storey, or two storeys with living 
accommodation above.  

The combined 67ft long building - best shown on the 1855 Ordnance Survey map - was oriented 
roughly west-east, at a right angle to the main road (which at that time was still the great coaching 
road between London and Edinburgh).6 

 

Figure 2. 1855 OS map 

Smaller structures can be seen on the beck-side of the brewery, probably for hens and pigs who 
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would feed on the spent brewing materials. The larger structures in the north-east corner of the 
brewery yard, near its entrance, must have been stabling for a horse and cart. 

The brewhouse needed to be a generous height to meet the requirements of an efficient small 
brewery, which would have operated on the gravity principle. The contemporary architectural writer 
JC Loudon summarised this kind of design: 

"The Brewhouse... should occupy two floors, in order that the malt may be placed in the upper 
floor, and be conveniently put through a shoot into the boiler, which should be near the ceiling of 
the lower room, to allow of the liquor or wort being conducted from its bottom by pipes or tubes to 
the coolers, which again should be sufficiently raised from the ground floor to allow of casks being 
placed under them, so as to be filled without trouble; or, where it is practicable, a small pipe may 
be conducted at once from the coolers to the beer-cellar." 7 

Carter obviously decided that one-and-a half-floors, rather than Loudon's ideal two, would suffice 
here, with Loudon's 'upper floor' probably being an open-sided mezzanine or platform. The rest of 
the brewing equipment (fitted on lower platforms or attached to the wall) would be arranged 
progressively lower as prescribed. 

Louvres would probably have been set into the roof and/or upper walls to remove excess steam 
from the boiling process and to help cool the unfermented wort. 

When the brewery was advertised to let by the Company in 1829 it was described as having a 
"malt chamber",8 which suggests the brewer could have malted his barley in-house instead of 
buying it ready-malted from a maltster (of which there were then five in Darlington). However, as 
there was no mention of an accompanying malt kiln that seems unlikely: the description may just 
have meant a 'malt store'. 

Whether in a chamber or not, the malt would have been stored at the upper level, protected from 
vermin and, as Loudon says, convenient for tipping into a malt mill at the start of the brewing 
process. The stores for malt, and the other bulky ingredient, hops, would logically have been 
towards the east end of the building where these items could more easily be unloaded from carts in 
the brewery yard. Sacks of malt and hops would have been hauled up to the highest point by 
external pulley.  

The boiler would also have been towards the eastern end of the brewhouse, both for ease of being 
supplied with coal from the yard and because hot water was needed at the start of the process for 
mashing the malt. The 1829 advertisement makes clear the source of the water:  

"good water is supplied by means of a pump from the Cocker Beck, which runs close past 
the premises". 

The thought of using such a source will bemuse people today, but in the 1820s the Cocker Beck - 
today overgrown, litter-strewn and with much of its water diverted before it reaches Northgate - will 
have been as fresh as any water course in the country, with little more than farmland upstream of 
Northgate.  

Given the nature of its owner, it's natural to ask if there was steam power in the brewery, but there 
is no evidence of this (it would surely have been mentioned in the letting details). Steam powered 
breweries seemed to develop some time later. 

The Brewery in Operation 

The brewery was ready to let by May 1828 and was taken on for a year by John Clayton Bedford, a 
28-year old originally from Lincolnshire. He was so successful he took out a further three-year 
lease, at £25 a year, from May 1829, having persuaded the Company to carry out some 
alterations. He proclaimed the event in the press: 

'JOHN CLAYTON BEDFORD INFORMS his Friends and the Public, that he has RE-TAKEN THE 
BREWERY at Northgate Bridge End, and begs leave to return his sincere thanks for the kind and 



Friends of the Stockton & Darlington Railway     Page | 17 

WWW.SDR1825.co.uk   

 

liberal support he has hitherto experienced since his commencement in business, and solicits a 
continuance of their support. Darlington, 7th May, 1829. (Durham County Advertiser, 9 May 
1829) 

Sadly for him and his young family things didn’t turn out well. By late 1830 he told the Company 
that: 

"Having occupied the Company's Brewery two years and a half, the last year and a half of which I 
have been very unsuccessful, I am under the necessity of quitting it." (Letter to the S&DR from 
John Clayton Bedford, c.Oct 1830: NA, RAIL 667/1016.) 

In fact, the Company had already served notice on him to quit9 as he had not paid a penny of rent 
on his new lease. One reason for the downturn in trade could have been the opening of the 
Railway Tavern after late 1829, so that users of the S&DR's coal depots could take their (small-
scale) beery refreshments there. Another, which could have led to a fall in bulk (barrel) sales was 
the opening of the Company's Croft depot in October 1829; this would have diverted away many of 
the Darlington depot's former customers from the North Riding of Yorkshire. (There is a third 
possible reason of course: Mr Bedford's beer might not have been very good.) Meanwhile the 
residential population of Darlington was as far away from the brewery as ever.  

The Company treated Mr Bedford remarkably kindly, considering that, being a debtor without the 
means to pay was still a serious and punishable crime. They probably recognised that they were to 
a degree culpable for his troubles. So they agreed to hold the non-fixed articles in the brewery 
belonging to him "until he liquidates the sum of Thirty Seven pounds 10/- due to the Company for 
rent".10  

And they even agreed to his request for a Company job and a house:  

"I would be very thankful for any situation that would enable me to obtain a decent livelyhood for 
my family. Should it meet the approbation of the Committee I wish to take the Cottage now building 
near the Fighting Cocks to be employed to sell coals and to take charge of and deliver parcels to 
Middleton etc and no exertions on my part shall be wanting to give satisfaction.".11 

Small Beer or Not Small Beer? 

That's not so much a question as a presumption, it seems today, based on mistaken ideas about 
Quaker attitudes to alcohol and the fact that filtered drinking water was not to become available to 
Darlington residents for another 20 years.12 There was great concern in early 1800s Britain about 
the effects of alcohol consumption on the population (or more accurately on the poorer parts of it) - 
but that concern was focused on cheap spirits, especially gin. The political focus - carried through 
in a series of Acts of Parliament - became increasingly to encourage a switch in drinking habits to 
good, honest, nourishing beer.  

There was such a thing as 'small beer' ("drunk by children, women and servants",13 albeit 
subsumed legally within the term table beer from 1802), and breweries undoubtedly made it, 
alongside their stronger ales. But that's because it was usually a by-product, fermented from the 
last runnings of the mash after the richer liquors had been taken off. But it is unfeasible that there 
would have been a brewery that only produced it.  

Moreover, if the S&DR had intended their brewery to do just that then it would have been such an 
exceptional requirement they would stipulated it in their advertisement for a tenant. They did not. 
Nor was the issue raised in the Company's minutes.14 (Nor, incidentally, did the Company stipulate 
such a limit on sales in their minuted discussions on, and advertisements for tenants for, their 
public houses.)15 

The link between 'small beer' and water quality goes back centuries but in early-19th century 
Darlington residents didn't have had to rely on beer to satisfy their thirst. Water pumps - not beer 
pumps - were the main source of drinking water. A landmark 1850 inquiry into public health heard 
that the town was supplied with water drawn from a layer of gravel and sand 6 to 30 feet below the 
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surface: the majority of households (1,470 properties) received their supplies from 19 public 
pumps, with a further 924 sharing 393 private pumps; eight properties relied upon draw-wells.16  

The inquiry inspector reported that the complaints he had heard ("by the poorer class") were not 
about the intrinsic quality of the pumped water but about having to fetch it from distant sources, 
and that "wells in lower parts received the soakage from the surface drains and receptacles of filth". 

An expert witness confirmed that for drinking, in general the water in Darlington presented: 

"nothing decidedly unwholesome to a person of good constitution, or in ordinary health, where 
there is no admixture with drainage water from impure sources... The worst kind of impurity in 
waters for drinking is organic matter, from which, in general these waters are comparatively free." 
(Evidence of Mr Cook, inquiry report pp 51-52) 

Even though work was nearing completion at the time of the inquiry to pipe filtered River Tees 
water to the town (to residents willing to pay for it) from Broken Scar - which Dr Cook welcomed for 
its economic and cleanliness value - he nevertheless recommended that "It would not be 
advisable... to do away with the public pumps". In the event, some, such as at Tubwell Row, were 
retained for another 35 years or more. 

What Then for the Building? 

The first tenant of the Railway Tavern, Robert Colling, who prior to taking on the pub had been a 
brewer in Horsemarket, asked the S&DR to give him first offer of their brewery.17 But the Company 
gave up the idea of brewing and rented the premises in April 1831 instead to a WA Hartley for use 
as an Iron Warehouse. The first year's rent was £25, to increase to £30 a year if he stayed 
thereafter.18  

The warehouse commenced operation within weeks:  

'IRON WAREHOUSE, NORTHGATE, DARLINGTON. WA Hartley begs to inform his Customers, 
and Consumers of Iron in general, that he has entered into Partnership with Isaac Coates. Hartley 
and Coates respectfully solicit a Continuation of the Favours conferred upon WA Hartley, and 
intimate that they will always have on hand a well-assorted Stock of every Description of Iron, and 
of other Articles connected therewith. All orders left at the Iron Warehouse, opposite the Coal 
Depots, Northgate, or at Coates and Farmer's, High Row, will meet with prompt attention. - 
Darlington July 7, 1831.'' (Newcastle Courant, 23 July 1831) 

Hartley and Coates, iron merchants, were listed in Pigot's trade directory of 1834. The 'Iron 
Warehouse and Office' were painted at the S&DR's expense in 1835.19 And the Company's 
ownership map of c.1841 identified plot no. 26 as 'Iron Warehouse and Yard,' so the site was still in 
that use (or last in that use?) throughout that time.  

The land was certainly in demand but, despite persistent efforts to purchase the site and its 
surroundings - by somebody who wished to remain anonymous20 - the Company still owned it in 
1847 when it was occupied by a Thomas Blackburn as stables.21  

Leadenhall Street  

The prospective purchaser may have been one of the Pease family as various members were, 
wearing other business hats, already developing land in the Northgate area. The 1860s - perhaps 
coincidentally, just as the S&DR was being absorbed with the North Eastern Railway Company - 
were when developments finally closed in on the Railway Tavern and the former brewery, reducing 
their curtilages and future options.  

Between 1863 and 1865, John Pease, the eldest son of the now-deceased Edward Pease, bought 
from the Company, firstly, land to the north, east and south-east of the Railway Tavern for £538,22 
and then, for £24 17s 6d, a smaller piece which took away a sliver of the pub's access lane and 
yard, together with the ex-brewery's stabling area. These disposals are shown on the 1860s 
conveyance plan, respectively coloured red (the land marked 'John Pease Esqre' should also 
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have been red-tinted) and blue.23  

More significantly for the one-time brewery site, the second deal included an agreement to facilitate 
road access into John Pease's newly-acquired land from Northgate: the highway land is shown 
yellow on the plan. It effectively hemmed in the building, leaving it with next-to-no ancillary land. 
The road, which was constructed almost immediately, was named Leadenhall Street. 

 

Figure 3. 1860s Conveyance Plan 

New Ownership 

Soon after, the Company (renamed the 'Darlington Committee' of the North Eastern Railway) 
looked to dispose of more of their non-operational assets in what was now called High Northgate. 
The Railway Tavern was sold at auction in 1870 and the ex-brewery - described in minutes as a 
'cottage and stables'24- was made available for around £350-£450. It seems to have been bought 
by a cart proprietor, or 'carter', Henry Walton, who moved in with his large family in time for the 
1871 Census.25 

Two of Henry's adult sons also gave their Census occupations as carters, so the family will have 
used the premises for their business as well as for a home, making use of the open internal space 
of the old brewhouse. The property remained in the Walton family for at least 20 years. In the 1881 
Census Henry was a contractor and general dealer there.26  

Some time between the drawing up of the 1860s conveyance plan and the Ordnance Survey of 
1896 - most likely between 1870 and 1885 - radical change occurred at the western end of the old 
building. It was completely rebuilt and a short north-south return section was constructed fronting 
onto the-then very busy main road: see the 1896 Ordnance Survey map. The redevelopment may 
have been prompted in part by the straightening and narrowing of the Cocker Beck to the east of 
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the road.27  

The development provided a prominent ground floor shop unit - which was used by Mr Walton's 
eldest daughter ('Dorothy Ann Walton, Miss') for a milliner and dressmaker's business between at 
least 1885-89 - with modern living accommodation above.28 

The shop use remained well into the present century - occupied successively by tailors, printers, a 
pet shop, a motor dealer’s and, more recently and notoriously, by a purported massage parlour. It 
stands empty today while building work is underway. 

 

 

Figure 4. 1896 OS map 

Most importantly, however, the eastern end of the old brewery - the brewhouse itself - was left 
standing for all this time. It can be seen (albeit often only glimpsed) partially bricked-up but intact, 
on photographs from the early 20th-century (see the early-1900s photograph) through to recent 
times.29 Around 1899-1901 it was occupied by a building firm; then in the early 1900s shared by a 
cabinet maker and a cab proprietor. In the mid-20th century it seems to have been temporarily 
occupied by government departments. 
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Figure 5. Left: Early 1900s photograph showing the surviving brewery behind the shop. Figure 6. Right: an 

empty plot behind the shop  

 

And... The End 

Today, as I write, the aerial photographs that accompany Google's and Bing's website maps show 
the roof of this 1820s brewery - that was older than every other S&DR building in Darlington except 
the Railway Tavern - in the process of being removed.30 Yes, they show this unheralded but 
historic building being demolished! 

The photos were taken probably three or four years ago, as the building had been raised to the 
ground by October 2014. Today its site is just a concrete pad behind metal railings, in use by the 
people who are slowly renovating the 'shop building' (see November 2017 photograph; ignore the 
modern FRADE building in the background, on the site of St Luke's church). 

That this old brewhouse was never recognised for its Georgian age (yes, Georgian, not Victorian) 
and its role (no matter how small) in the story of the Stockton & Darlington Railway Company, and 
not even properly recorded before its demolition, should be a source of embarrassment to 
historians, railway conservation groups and, perhaps above all, those statutory bodies who have a 
duty to identify and safeguard our built heritage. 

Brendan Boyle 
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Planning to Protect the S&DR 
Our planning officer Ross Chisholm monitors proposals along the S&DR corridor to make sure that 

the significant heritage assets associated with the S&DR are not inadvertently destroyed by 

development. Further, he, along with other Friends, monitors planning applications for 

opportunities to build into new developments, enhanced access to the route and interpretation for 

the general public. 
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Forrest Park 

The access road from the A167 to the proposed Forrest Park industrial/business development is 

under construction.  This site is at Newton Aycliffe east of the railway and south of the former 

Fujitsu building.   FSDR wrote to Durham County Council’s Head of Planning Assets, Stuart 

Timmiss seeking assurances that the route of the Heritage Trail as proposed in the Historic 

Environment Audit would be safeguarded in forthcoming proposals to develop the site.  Mr Timmis, 

in his reply, was unable to confirm this and suggested that an alternative route using an existing 

footpath to the west of the line, 200 metres distant, may be preferable.   FSDR remain of the view 

that the eastern side provides the better opportunity to create an attractive route between 

Millenium Way and Coatham Lane.   

Railway Housing Association; Haughton Road 

Further to the report in April’s Globe, construction work is in progress to put in the sewers between 

the eastern end of the Railway Housing Association’s site and the main sewer in Haughton Road.  

This has involved excavating the embankment carrying the former S&DR on the north side of 

Haughton Road.   The original 1825 track crossed Haughton Road on the level and was replaced 

by the railway bridge at a later date.  The embankment was remodelled in 2008 when the 

‘Throughabout’ was constructed as part of the Eastern Transport Corridor.  It is therefore 

considered unlikely that there is anything original being disturbed by the sewer works. 

 

Earth moving operations at Haughton Road, Darlington 

The Housing Association is buying the adjoining Council land north of Haughton Road and west of 

Barton Street for an extension to its existing development.  This is subject to planning permission, 

and a draft layout has not yet been submitted.  The Council has given FSDR assurances that any 

proposal to develop this site will be required to provide the link in the Heritage Trail between the 

site under construction and Barton Street.    Contractors have already carried out some 

earthmoving here and there is now a gentle gradient which the Trail can follow. 

The Northern Echo reported recently that Darlington Council has decided to replace the 

‘Throughabout’ with a conventional roundabout.  FSDR have obtained confirmation from the 

Council’s Assistant Director John Anderson that the redesign will include a safe and convenient 

route for the Heritage Trail. 
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Removal of undergrowth at the corn mill siding near Haxby Road  

Fighting Cocks; Haxby Road 

Further to the report in April’s edition, Darlington Council granted planning permission for the new 

garages.  Importantly, the Council agreed to consult the Durham County Archaeologist on the 

potential heritage value of the former corn mill site.  A condition was attached requiring a 

programme of archaeological work in accordance with an approved written scheme of 

investigation.  In addition, the Council agreed to our request to repair and repoint the brick wall 

adjoining the trackbed and to replace the missing coping stones.  Meanwhile, undergrowth has 

been removed from the area of the former rail siding access.    

Oak Tree 

Network Rail seeks to close a public footpath for safety reasons where it crosses the active former 

S&DR line on the level at Oak Tree near Middleton St George east of Darlington.    At a recent 

meeting with representatives of Darlington and Middleton St George Councils and the FSDR, 

Network Rail explained that the closure would be compensated by creating nearly 400 metres of 

new formal footpath running along the northern side of the line.  This will be 2.5 - 3 metres wide, 

appropriately surfaced and would connect with existing rights of way.  FSDR joined in the general 

support for the proposal as the new path would eventually form part of the S&DR Heritage Trail for 

walkers and cyclists.      

Stockton Borough Local Plan 

Stockton Borough Council published its Local Plan for consultation in September 2017.  The 

statutory period for formal representations has closed and the Plan will be submitted to the 

Secretary of State.  An Examination in Public will be held in 2018 to hear and resolve objections. 

The Published Plan accommodates the Friends’ comments submitted in January 2017 and it 

contains several policies and other statements which either directly mention or are of relevance to 
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the S&DR and its assets. The complete Local Plan document can be viewed on the Council 

website (https://www.stockton.gov.uk/media/875716/1-local-plan.pdf). 

The FSDR submitted a statement supporting the Plan insofar as it relates to the protection, 

promotion and enhancement of the assets of the S&DR and has registered an interest in appearing 

at the Examination in Public in the event of any objections being heard. 

Ross Chisholm 

Brusselton Incline Engine House 

 

Those of you who are inclined to speculate about inclines may have wondered why Etherley Incline 

Engine House had two circular reservoirs (one survives with water and the other is now dry), while 

Brusselton Incline Engine House had one large reservoir. Was it something to do with the different 

operating systems used by the engines? Thanks to a rather lovely set of plans carried out by 

Thomas Dixon of the whole line between 1838-9 (now in the Public Records Office RAIL 

1037/453), we now have the answer. Brusselton also had two circular reservoirs. Part of the area 

that is now reservoir was in fact a garden for the engine man and his family (no. 3 on the plan 

below). The reservoir was certainly enlarged by 1856 to its current rectangular form, when the 

Ordnance Survey produced their map of the area. 

 

Extract from Thomas Dixon’s map of 1838 showing two circular reservoirs behind the engine house 

         

 Left: OS 1st ed map of 1856. Right: the reservoir today 

Caroline Hardie and Niall Hammond 

https://www.stockton.gov.uk/media/875716/1-local-plan.pdf
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