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Welcome to The Globe! The regular journal for the Friends of the Stockton 
& Darlington Railway.  
 

Dear Friends and supporters 

Once more, a sincere welcome to this, the current edition of our journal, The 
Globe.  I cannot believe that it is July already.  Before we know where we are 
it will be September, and time to celebrate the 193rd anniversary of the 
Stockton & Darlington Railway. 

This year we will have much to celebrate.  We have our HAZ in place – the 
S&DR Heritage Action Zone – a partnership between Historic England and 
the partners in the Rail Heritage Steering Board which is working towards 

safeguarding and promoting the world class heritage that represents the first modern railway in the 
world.  Work is progressing on developing an interpretation plan for the line (bids have recently been 
submitted for a commission to develop it) and a working group is underway to begin developing the 
plans for a walking and cycling route along the line. 

Darlington has also recently appointed a manager for the project to develop the area around the Head 
of Steam Museum as a major tourist attraction based around railway heritage.  Two Great Places 
Schemes are underway which relate to our railway.  One is the Northern Heartlands scheme in 
County Durham (which includes Shildon) and the other is the one for the Tees Valley, which includes 
a focus on the S&DR and railway heritage in the Darlington area.  An arts group has just been 
appointed to work with local residents along a five mile stretch of line from Darlington to Middleton-St-
George to use the arts as a vehicle for raising interest in, and awareness of, the heritage of the S&DR 
– a very exciting prospect.  These Great Places Schemes are partly funded by the Arts Council and 
five very special projects were considered by a panel of school children, members of the local 
community and members of the Delivery Group before the final winner was selected.   The runner up 
was so good we may also find that this project is also going to be funded. 

Another very exciting development is focussed on research.  When we held our conference at 
Locomotion (was it only in 2015?) we were trying to establish once and for all the importance of the 
S&DR and its status as marking the birth of the modern railway.  We felt that we went a very long way 
towards doing this.  But recent research by members of the Friends has established even more firmly 
the academic case for proving that the S&DR is indeed the railway that changed the world.  We hope 
that Jane Hackworth-Young and Jonathan Ratcliffe will tell us more about this at our next meeting in 
August. 

For those of you who have not attended a meeting recently, we have been changing the format of the 
meetings to reflect the need to keep members up to date with developments and make the meetings 
just that bit more entertaining.  So, each month we are starting the meetings with a speaker – the last 
two have been Barbara Hooper of Historic England who told us about the HAZ, and John Anderson, 
who is now the Manager of the project for rail heritage and 2025.  In August we will be given a talk by 
Jane and Jonathan about their ground-breaking research, in September a talk about the Greener 
family (S&DR engineers) by Dr. Tom Walker and in October we will be finding out more about how we 
can help Historic England revisit the current designations of heritage assets along the line to make 
sure they are accurate and legally protected.  Please let us know if you have any ideas for talks that 
might interest members and we will try to incorporate them into our programme. 
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Looking ahead to September, it is Darlington’s turn to host the annual celebration for the S&DR’s 
anniversary and Stockton’s turn to give the three councils’ (and now the TVCA’s) annual update.  I am 
delighted to say that Darlington is responding most generously, by developing its annual event at the 
Head of Steam Museum into an even more wonderful celebration of Georgian and Victorian Railway 
history on Sunday September 30th.  But not just this – it is also supporting the Friends financially to 
allow us to host a major dinner in the Central Hall in Darlington, with the portraits of key figures from 
railway history smiling benignly down upon us.  We will be entertained by students of the Durham 
Music Service with the performance of an extract from our very own ‘Railway Suite’ – composed by 
them using music from the opening day of the S&DR as inspiration.  As chair and fundraising officer, it 
is my role to try to secure sponsorship for the event and I am extremely hopeful that this will be 
forthcoming. 

We will also be holding our private celebration event.  The plan currently to hold this on 21st 
September at the Head of Steam Museum (what more appropriate venue could there be for us?)  All 
the Friends will be invited, and we will bring our own food and drink to keep our costs down.  More of 

this later, but please put the date in your diary. 

The final thing I want to tell you about is an opportunity for us 
all to painlessly contribute towards building the funds of the 
Friends.  If you are an Amazon user, you can donate to the 
Friends regularly by doing this. I’m told it’s really easy to do.  
Here’s how!!  (I hope it makes sense – please have a go.) 

1. Put Amazon Smile into your normal search engine. This will take you to Amazon’s normal page but 
at the top it will give you an option to select a charity to support.  

2. Go to ‘select a charity’ and choose ‘Friends of the Stockton & Darlington Railway’ as your choice 
(please!). You will only have to do this once. 

3. From now on when you buy things on Amazon, go to https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ (or just put in 
Amazon Smile into your search engine) and shop as normal. It is exactly the same page as normal 
Amazon and will still save your account details and previous purchases.  

4. By doing this you will give 0.5% of your total bill to the Friends without incurring any additional 
costs at all. 

 

Thanks to you all for supporting the work of the Friends.  Do come along to our next meeting if you 
can.  We’d love to see you. 

Trish Pemberton, Chair 

 

The Friends of the S&DR. Who we are and what we do 
We are a registered charity and we: 

 act as an umbrella organisation for all those interested in our railway heritage 
 lobby and work with local authorities and government 
 push forward on survey, research and conservation of the line 
 raise the profile and awareness of our industrial heritage, locally, nationally and internationally 
 protect and care for the S&DR remains 
 explore the case for World Heritage Site status  
 support coordinated development of footpaths and interpretation to safely access the line 
 work with others on events for 2025, Bicentenary Year. 

  

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/
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FEATURED S&DR ARTICLE – S&DR HOUSE PLAQUES: DARLINGTON    
This article by Jane Hackworth-Young is the second in a series looking at S&DR house plaques. To 
coincide with the forthcoming celebrations in September in Darlington, this article looks at some of 
those which were installed on its properties in Darlington and the families who lived there.  

It was agreed in 1857 by the S&DR that a house plaque would be placed on every house or terrace 
owned by the railway company in which its employees lived.  My first article (The Globe (Issue 5) April 
2018) looked at the properties and the people who lived at Brusselton Incline, where the buildings 
went back to the formation of the railway, some even predating it.  The properties in Darlington were 
largely of a later era and all have plaques beginning with the letter ‘E’. Originally there were 17 S&DR 
plaques in Darlington – E1 to E17. 

 

North Road Station. Passengers arriving in the 1890s 

The 1841 census refers to two stations at North Road in Darlington. Old North Road Station House 
bore the plaque E8 (this was presumably the former Merchandising Station which had been turned 
into cottages, demolished in 1864) and the Goods Station House sited in Whessoe Road (also gone) 
bore the Plaque E15 (Plaques E14-17 were all on Whessoe Road).  In 1841, Waldie and Wilson 
Thomas, joint Station Masters, were living in the house at 41 Whessoe Road.  

 

S&DR House Plaque E15 from 41 Whessoe Road (Goods Station House). This is now 
part of a private collection. 

 

 

The houses in Whessoe Road were fairly substantial and rather 
different from the early terraces in Shildon.  114 Whessoe Road, for 
instance, was the home of the Towns family with the head being the 
Railway Mineral Audit Clerk.  The Towns family was so large that it 
inhabited both of the semi-detached houses there. 
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114 Whessoe Road viewed from the south (photo: John Proud) which bore the house plaque E17 at first floor level 
between the second and third windows from the left 

John Harris designed North Road Station which opened in 1842. (i)  The east and west wings were 
added in the 1850s and an additional extension on the east side and an upper floor in 1876.  The 
Station Master and family were housed in the terrace on the west of the station which bears the 
plaque E9 (replica).  In 1851 the Station Master was George Stephenson - no not the famous one!   
By 1861 he was the Railway Manager and living there with his wife, Anne, and four children.     

 
North Road Station Houses terrace to the west of the station (now Head of Steam Museum) with a replica plaque E9  
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The residents in the S&DR properties in Darlington included enginemen, signalmen, clerks, porters, 
inspectors, guards, wrights and a gatekeeper.   

As passenger traffic grew, a ‘temporary’ new station was built at Bank Top, Darlington.(ii)  George 
Jennison (1809-1884) was involved in the survey of the S&DR, living in one of its first houses in 
Shildon.  He became a fireman and driver and drove the fourth locomotive on the railway, Diligence.  
He was rehoused in an S&DR house in Darlington (not identified).  He drove the first train from Bank 
Top in Darlington to York, ran the experimental trial of the Big A engine between these towns against 
an engine from the Great Western and went with a three-cylinder engine to London to run against 
Crampton’s patented engine.     

 George Jennison 

But he was not always a ‘good boy’.  On 17th May 1833 he was the 
driver of ‘Lord Durham’ which collided at Urlay Nook with ‘Coronation’ 
driven by Ralph Morgan.  Engines and tenders were broken, and 
Edward Pease fined each driver £2.10.0d and ordered that both 
drivers should only drive older locomotives. (iii) 

Earlier in the year, a Charles Jennison was reported as having driven 
an engine from Shildon to Stockton and back, with stoppages, in 4.5 
hours – a distance of 40 miles.  He was ordered by Edward Pease to 
appear before the Directors of the S&DR who sacked him!   (Another 
research project could ascertain whether he was related to George 
Jennison.) 

There are not many women recorded as working on the S&DR in the 
early days, but one was Lucy Wilmer who was living in the station at 
North Road (E9) and managing the Refreshment Rooms when the 

1851 census was produced.  Although the station is definitely North Road, it is listed in the census at 
‘Stockton Railway Station’! Even earlier, in 1833 Mary Simpson was paid to clean and maintain the 
fire in the waiting room at the first station across North Road (the former Merchandising Station) and 
reference was also made to a shop there. (iv)  

Sadly, there are not any buildings in Darlington still bearing the S&DR plaques, other than North Road 
Station which bears the replica E9.  However, the Head of Steam Museum holds the original E9 
(North Road Station Houses) and E17 (114 Whessoe Road, Darlington).  E15 (Darlington Goods 
Station House, 41 Whessoe Road) is in private hands.  The Head of Steam Museum also hold G2 
(Heighington Station House). 

Notes 

(i) The North Road Station building now houses the museum, Head of Steam. North Road Station on the S&DR 
is behind. 
(ii) The present Bank Top Station was opened in 1860 just three years before the S&DR was incorporated into 
the NER.  There was some difficulty in getting from North Road to Bank Top until a line was built from North 
Road via Dinsdale to Bank Top. 
(iii) Information on the railway accidents comes from the Graham Reports available in Search Engine, NRM. 

GB 756 1943-238 
(iv) Fawcett 2001, 18 

For further background information on the S&DR House Plaques please refer to Issue 5 of The Globe published 
April 2018.   

None of this research would have been possible without the work carried out and the photographs taken by 
John Proud who died in 2008.  I would also like to thank Leona White-Hannant, Curator of the Head of Steam 
Museum, Darlington for her assistance.  

Jane Hackworth-Young 
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S&DR 193rd BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS  
 

The Friends will be celebrating the 193rd birthday of the Stockton & Darlington Railway 
with a series of events in Darlington. Our own celebration event will be held on the 21st 
September, 2018 at the Head of Steam Museum. Please put the date in your diary.  
There will also be a networking high profile dinner aimed at businesses, senior council 
officers and politicians on Saturday 29th September in Central Hall Darlington. On 
Sunday 30th September, 2018 there will be a series of family friendly fun events at the 

Head of Steam Museum in Darlington which will include a range of railway related activities and a 
marquee of railway related stalls. 
 
S&DR 50th BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS 
In the last edition of The Globe, Andrew Stoves provided an invitation from Henry Pease to Councillor 
Theodore Fry issued in August for the S&DR Jubilee celebrations in 1875. That invitation only had the 
date (27th September obviously) and the venue (Darlington Cricket Club) and acknowledged that the 
programme was yet to be finalised. It was designed to ensure that Fry and all others invited, should 
put the date in their diaries. Andrew Stoves has once again provided the follow up invitation (No. 95) 
to Theodore Fry to the banquet starting at 6.30pm. This was one of many celebratory events to be 
held over September 1875 including a ball, fireworks, a display of locomotives and free travel on 
trains between Stockton & Darlington. Some of the archives surviving from these events will be 
produced in future Globes courtesy of Andrew Stoves.  
 
Fry was the husband of Sophia Pease who he married when he was twenty-six. She was a 
philanthropist and political activist and granddaughter of the railway pioneer Edward Pease. He was 
active in business in the North East being director of the Bearpark Coal and Coke Co, director of 
Shildon and Weardale Waterworks and head of Fry, I’anson and Co, iron manufacturers at Rise Carr 
in Darlington. He was to become mayor of Darlington two years after the celebrations and at the 1880 
general election he was elected MP for Darlington under the Liberal party banner. He was made a 
baronet of Woodburn in the parish of Blackwell in the County of Durham in 1894. 

Caroline Hardie 
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FEATURED S&DR ARTICLE - THE MAKING OF MODERN 
MIDDLESBROUGH 
This article is the first of two (or maybe three!) looking at the Stockton & Darlington Railway 
Company’s extension of the main line to Middlesbrough in 1830. The research is a result of work 
commissioned by Middlesbrough Council who wish to better understand what survives from the 1830 
branch line and what the potential economic regeneration opportunities are that it brings. Here, we 
look at the creation of the planned new town of Middlesbrough by Richard Otley, the S&DR’s 
surveyor. Subsequent articles will appear in a future Globe and will look at the construction of the 
railway line and port and the building of the locomotive - The Globe. 

Before the massive changes brought about by the construction of the Stockton & Darlington Railway 
extension to Middlesbrough in 1830, Middlesbrough consisted of a farmhouse and barns, stables, 
yards and a mixture of arable and pasture land all surrounded by swampy marshland belonging to 
William Chilton of Billingham and rented to John Whinfield Parrington.1 The other major landowner in 
the area by 1830 was the Hustler family who lived at Acklam Hall. Henry Harrison and Joseph Garbutt 
occupied a farm known as Monklands named after the 7th century monastic cell dedicated to St. Hilda 
that was once located there. It had evolved into a church with an associated cemetery and the ancient 
and tumbled gravestones were still visible by 1830.2 This association with St. Hilda would much later, 
provide the name for the earliest part of the new railway town of Middlesbrough and its new church of 
St. Hilda built in the 1840s.   

 

The farmhouse in 1808 with the remains of the burial ground that once formed the churchyard to the adjacent priory. The 
design of the house with arched fanlight, pantile roof and water tabling and multi pane windows suggests that much of this 
dated to the 18th century, although farms were recorded here throughout medieval times. 

In a landscape occupied by just a few farmhouses, some agricultural land and a lot of swamp, where 
would the workers stay who would build the line and the port? Longer term, if permanent jobs were to 
be created and new industries attracted to the port area, where would the workers live? Would they all 
commute from Stockton?  

The S&DR Company must have recognised the need to house the workers and to provide temporary 
accommodation for more transient workers. However, under cross examination at the House of Lords 
Committee in 1828, Thomas Storey stated that the S&DR were not in the habit of making buildings for 
workers’ accommodation and that no financial provision had been made to provide any.3 Yet, it was 
clear that housing and other facilities were going to be needed. Storey’s response that workers could 
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seek lodgings in buildings nearby was clearly impractical but there were legal restrictions over what 
the railway company was allowed to do. The relevant Acts of Parliament authorised the construction 
of a railway, but not less directly associated developments such as the development of a whole new 
town. To get around this restriction and presumably to reduce the risk to the Railway Company, many 
of the key players (and wealthier members of) the S&DR Company formed the Middlesbrough Estate. 
This new company chaired by Joseph Pease who was also the S&DR’s Treasurer, would carry out 
and financially benefit from any development opportunities not possible for the S&DR Company.  

 

Newport in 1829 (QDP (M) 16) 

On a Monday in February, 1830 when works started on the branch line and port, the workers who 
transported the timbers from Stockton by keel and dropped them off along the riverbank, adjourned 
for the day to a public house at Newport, kept by a man called Marshall. This was presumably what 
Storey was considering when he referred to lodgings for workers. As a long-term solution however, a 
public house at Newport was not going to meet the demand for workers’ housing. 

Rather late in the day, thoughts turned to creating a new planned railway town. The site of the existing 
farmhouse, already known as Middlesbrough,4 was the best and driest location for building as it was 
positioned on higher ground (this raised ground can still be seen today). 

Plans were set out by the Railway Company’s surveyor and land valuer Richard Otley in 1830 to 
demolish the farmhouse and the associated buildings and replaced them with building plots set in a 
grid pattern of streets around an open square.5 This street pattern was one of the first British 
examples of an American-style grid-iron pattern (although it would be fair to say that the Romans 
used similar grid patterns in this country from the 2nd century AD!).   The bones of former parishioners 
in the old churchyard were carted away to make room for the new town.6  

The building plots were offered for sale in February 1830 just as works were starting on the 
construction of the port and branch line. Various S&DR leading lights were quick to purchase these 
early plots as a long-term investment, so Henry Pease, Richard Otley and Thomas Richardson were 
amongst the owners of plots sold up to 1831. Other purchasers represented people looking for 
investments, in-keepers, smiths, iron merchants, butchers, brick layers, brewers, cabinet makers 
millers, shopkeepers, painters, shoemakers, ship builders, coal fitters, farmers, yeomen and a master 
mariner.  Consequently, when the new branch line was opened in 27 December 1830, the new 
railway town of Middlesbrough was already born. The first house was built by a joiner Mr George 
Chapman on West Street in April 1830 and the first child to be born in the new town, John Richardson 
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Chapman, was born there on the 22nd August that year.7 The first public house, known as The Ship 
Inn was built in 1831.  

 

The rise in ground levels that attracted the pre-1830 settlement and monastic buildings can still be discerned today amongst 
the trees. Lower lying ground around about was swamp land less conducive to settlement. The upstanding building is the 
Old Town Hall which opened in 1846. 

 

A map of the proposed street plan for the new town of Middlesbrough (U.OME (2)/6/1). Suffield and Dacre Streets took their 
names from peers in the House of Lords who supported the Act authorising the Middlesbrough branch line. Lord Feversham 
was the chair of the Committee which took evidence on the Bill in the House of Lords. Note the dotted lines around North 
Street. This is the outline of the farmhouse demolished to make way for the new railway town.   
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The new town was provided with Deeds of Covenants in 1831 setting out the dimensions of the 
houses, doors and windows with the purpose ‘of preserving some uniformity and respectability in the 
houses to be built’. These also included the prohibition of various nuisance activities including, not 
unreasonably, leaving cellar doors open in the dark and slaughtering animals in the street during the 
daytime. By that time, the population of Middlesbrough township was 154 in 26 houses.  

 

Plate 1. George Chapman’s House on West Street (now 
demolished). The windows are Victorian replacements; the 
original windows would have been 8/8 sashes as seen on the 
first floor of the shop next door. The commemorative plaque 
above the door is now in the Dorman Museum 

The Exchange Hotel and Coal Exchange, a 
substantial edifice in the Grecian style, was built 
in 1836. It still stands today, although is more 
commonly known as the Custom’s House, a later 
function of the same building.  

Along the northern edge of the planned streets 
between the town and the railway leading to the 
staithes, the Middlesbrough Estate laid out a road 
called Commercial Street. North of this, 
development was designed to be industrial in 
nature and businesses were sought which would 
increase the demand for coal and the need to 
export and import using the port. This area 
remains industrial in character today. The south 
side of the street was residential however and 
where William Fallows lived from 1831-1854. 
Fallows was the agent for the S&DR and oversaw 
the opening day operations. He was one of the 
town’s first councillors and later became a mayor 
and Honorary Freeman. 

On September 25th, 1840, the new Church of St. Hilda, erected near the site of the old one on land 
donated by the Middlesbrough Estate, was consecrated by the Bishop of Durham; this was located in 
the north east corner of the new town and was designed by that well-known railway architectural duo 
John and Benjamin Green. The new railway town area went on to be known as St. Hilda’s to 
distinguish it from those parts of Middlesbrough which were to develop after the new dock and 
additional branch lines were constructed after 1842. The Church was demolished in 1970.  

By 1841 the population had soared to 5,463 with 877 occupied houses, 62 uninhabited houses and 
36 in the process of being built. The wider parish also included people living in barges and tents. Of 
this population, 2,272 had come from outside the county attracted to the new town by work created by 
the S&DR and growing industries.8  

In recognition of the importance of this new town, on the 21st June, 1841, the inhabitants were 
‘favoured with local self-government, an Act being passed for paving, lighting, watching, cleansing, 
and otherwise improving the town and neighbourhood, and for establishing a market therein…’.9 This 
required a Town Hall which was built in 1846 and is one of the few buildings still to survive in the new 
town, albeit in very poor condition. 

The old farmhouse which once constituted Middlesbrough was eventually demolished in 1846 by the 
new owner Robert Manners, an innkeeper. During the demolition, fragments of the Norman Priory that 
once occupied the site were found.10 The site was then used for the Middlesbrough Hotel. This too 
has since been demolished.  
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Middlesbrough in 1832 with the Ship Inn gable end facing. The Ship Inn is one of the few buildings still to survive, albeit 
altered and derelict 

 

The Ship Inn in early 2018. The frontage is a 20th century replacement, but the original inn can still be seen behind. 
Abandoned and gutted by fire, the top storey was demolished in early July 2018. The future of Middlesbrough’s first pub is 
uncertain.  

St Hilda’s, as the new town area became known as, became a densely populated vibrant, industrial 
town, but by the mid-20th century it had fallen into decline. Over development of back lanes and 
consequent overcrowding and poor sanitation, plus the loss of the industry that supported the 
residents and local businesses, led to a programme of demolition between the 1960s and 2000. The 
first planned railway town in the world (New Shildon was not planned!) is now a grass covered area 
with the streets still surviving, now used for car parking. Standing amongst the grass, the grazing 
horses and the fly tipping are just a few remaining listed buildings; the derelict old Town Hall 
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desperately needs a new use. The Captain Cook Inn of 1842 sits empty and decaying on Durham 
Street. The unlisted former Ship Inn of 1831, Middlesbrough’s first pub, gutted by fire in 2012, was 
partially demolished in early July 2018. Across the site of the market square is the old Coal Exchange 
and Exchange Hotel, still magnificent and still in use, now as a community and recreation centre and 
possibly the inspiration for its derelict neighbours. The commemorative plaque from the first house 
built, is held at the Dorman Museum, but none of the houses survive. 

 

West Street in 2018. This was the first street to be developed in 1830 and the first house, built by Mr Chapman was located 
about where the horse is standing in the photograph. This is also where the first child was born in the new Middlesbrough. 
The Old Town Hall forms a focal point in the distance.  

 

The site of the planned new town of Middlesbrough in 2017. Elements of the grid pattern remains, but the housing has been 
demolished. Could this be the focus of a major heritage led regeneration programme culminating in the 200th birthday 
celebrations in 2030? Photo: Google Earth 
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The surviving street plan and empty spaces left behind offer another opportunity for heritage led 
economic regeneration in Middlesbrough. A new design brief to provide low cost and social housing 
and/or self-build plots to create a new distinctive residential area that reflects the important history of 
St. Hilda’s are just one of the many possibilities for the future. The site of the new town is just a few 
minutes’ walk away from the present-day railway station and adjacent to the attractive Historic 
Quarter Conservation Area; this is a promising location. It will be interesting to see how St. Hilda’s has 
developed by 2030 when modern Middlesbrough can celebrate its 200th birthday.  

Caroline Hardie 

Notes 

1.   Quote from William Thompson (of 27 North Road, Darlington) in a letter to John Hackworth dated 3.10.188 
in Young 1975 (first pub. 1923), 242 and the Deeds of Sale dated 11th and 12th May 1830 reproduced in part 
in Moorsom 1975, 144-5 

2.  Lillie 1968, 19 
3.  House of Lords Committee Minutes 9.5.1828 published in Moorsom 1975, 111 
4.   Or formerly Midlesburc in c.1165, Middelburg in 1272, the name derived from the Old English for the 

middlemost burg (Ekwall 1987 324) 
5.  Teesside Archives U.OME/8/F 3 
6. Tweddle 1890 
7.  http://englandsnortheast.co.uk/MiddlesbroughBorn.html 
8.   Census returns in Moorsom 1975, 160 
9.  Tweddle 1890 
10. Tweddle 1890 
 

NEWS  
 

 Locomotion in Shildon has appointed Dr Sarah Price as its new Head. Sarah is the first senior 
appointment since the museum moved into the management of the Science Museum Group 
last December. Sarah heralds from Durham University, where she is currently Head of 
Engagement and Learning, responsible for the visitor operations and the public programme at 
all of Culture Durham’s venues, including award winning exhibits such as the Lindisfarne 
Gospels exhibition and the new Durham Light Infantry gallery. Sarah will join in late August 
and will have a number of key priorities including forging stronger links with the local 
community and reinvigorating the museum’s programme of events and exhibitions for the 
museum’s audience of schools, families and rail enthusiasts. 

 Work is also progressing on Locomotion’s historic structures, commencing with the 
stabilisation of the Grade 2 listed historic coal drops by Durham County Council.   

 The Science Museum Group has also appointed a Project Manager with a heritage 
background to oversee conservation of the museum’s historic buildings, with ecological 
surveys underway in June. It is hoped that work to appoint the building contractors will start in 
the Autumn, once architects have been appointed. 

 Locomotion also aspires to improve the museum to better showcase the stars of the national 
collection of rail vehicles and tell the story of Shildon’s history and importance as a railway 
town. Emerging ideas for the future include a new building to house more rail vehicles and a 
larger workshop facility to support a programme of engineering and heritage apprenticeships. 

 Locomotion visitors are welcome to look at panels showcasing these emerging ideas and to 
comment on them until the Autumn. These ideas will be used to develop a longer-term 
Masterplan over the coming months. Information can also be found online at 
https://locomotion.org.uk/about-us/vision-future-locomotion. A copy of the panels will also be 
displayed in other local venues over the summer. If your venue has good footfall and you 
would be interested in displaying them, please get in touch via 
futureplans@locomotion.org.uk. 

 Funds are earmarked for the Heritage Action Zone that will help breathe new life into Stockton 
and Darlington Railway. The 5-year scheme, led by a partnership which includes the Tees 
Valley Combined Authority, Darlington Council, Durham County Council, Stockton-on-Tees 

https://locomotion.org.uk/about-us/vision-future-locomotion
mailto:futureplans@locomotion.org.uk
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Borough Council, the Friends of Stockton & Darlington Railway, and Historic England, will 
focus on developing the railway as a heritage attraction, working towards its 2025 bicentenary.  
New research will be carried out to help identify areas for repair and restoration, while other 
projects will encourage long term economic growth by helping to develop skills and training, 
tourism, health and recreation, and housing regeneration. The focus of this Heritage Action 
Zone will be the 26 mile stretch of the historic Stockton & Darlington Railway, some of which 
remains active and in use as a railway today. The scheme will see Historic England provide 
grant aid and expertise to make the most of the Stockton & Darlington Railway’s history and 
legacy. Trish Pemberton, Chair of the Friends of the Stockton and Darlington Railway, said: 
“The Friends have been working to raise the profile of the Railway for many years, and save 
its important heritage.  We are so pleased that this Partnership will help us achieve this, and 
more importantly, make sure that the economic regeneration it can stimulate is maximised - 
and that new generations know about it and value it.” 

 Durham County Council has been working with the current owner of Locomotion No.1 public 
house at Heighington to secure the building against vandalism and flooding. The former S&DR 
inn commissioned in 1826 and built in 1827, has been empty for some while and failed to sell 
at auction; as a consequence, it was attracting the unwelcome attention of vandals. The 
Friends are currently exploring options to save this listed building by restoring it and finding a 
sustainable use for it. The first step in this process is to assess its viability for future 
development, its financial value and its significance and to that end we are applying for grant 
aid from the Architectural Heritage Fund and local councillors. Readers will remember that 
Brendan Boyle published an article about this building in two previous Globes of December 
2016 (issue one) and April 2017 (issue two). 
 

HOW SIGNIFICANT WAS THE S&DR? THE VIEW FROM GERMANY 
 
THE KEY AIM of the Friends is to raise the profile and awareness of the Stockton and Darlington 
Railway as the start of the modern railway network.  It's one of the group's tenets that the line does 
not have the status and recognition it deserves as the global catalyst for railway development. 
 
But how true is that? How historically significant is the S&DR considered to be elsewhere? A recent 
visit to Nuremberg, where the first public steam railway in Germany opened with major British 
inspiration and input in 1835, gave me a chance to find out. 
 

 
The DB (Deutsche Bahn) Museum 
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The DB (Deutsche Bahn) Museum is probably the closest German equivalent to our National Railway 
Museum at York. It stands close to the eastern terminus of the four-mile Nürnberg-Fürth Ludwigs-
Bahn (or 'Eisenbahn', iron road) which ran until 1922. The line's first locomotive, Adler (Eagle), and its 
driver, a William Wilson, were both supplied by Robert Stephenson & Company. A replica of Adler is 
one of the star exhibits of the museum - but the oldest item of rolling stock is a humble chaldron 
wagon built for the South Hetton colliery line in 1829. It is displayed at the very start of your self-
guided tour, to highlight the North East England industrial origins of the railways. 
 
Which leads us to the museum's displays relating to the S&DR and, inescapably, the Stephensons, 
George and Robert. George is described as having been the senior engineer 'on the Stockton-
Darlington route' before he filled the same role on the Liverpool-Manchester Railway. Robert, it says, 
'worked together with his father on the building of the Stockton-Darlington Railway' and then on the 
Liverpool to Manchester. So, brief mentions of the S&DR but properly positioned, historically, before 
the L&MR. 
 

 
The exhibited model of Locomotion 1 and its tender 

There then follow some fine 1:7 scale models of the S&DR's 1825 Locomotion 1 engine (dwarfing a 
1:15 model of the L&M's Rocket) towing its tender, with the company's first passenger coach, 
Experiment, depicted on the rails close by. Explanatory texts (in German) accompanying the models 
read as follows when translated: 
 
'Model Locomotion 
Locomotion was built by the firm of Robert Stephenson & Co. in 1825 just for the 45 kilometre long 
line between Stockton and Darlington. George Stephenson was the senior engineer of the line. The 
line, which opened in 1825, was built especially for transporting coal. Passenger traffic took place 
only to a small extent. The Stockton-Darlinton [sic] Railway Company had available at its opening 
only Locomotion, one passenger coach and 150 coal wagons. Both horse-drawn trains and coaches 
and locomotive trains used the line. The locomotives with their vertical cylinders and their drives over 
a linkage represented the latest technology of 1825.' 
 
'Model Experiment 
The operator of the railway between Stockton and Darlington had not expected interest in passenger 
trains to exist at all. So, the coach Experiment was used to carry people on the line only from October 
1825. The use of horse-drawn carriages as a model for the design of the coach is unmistakable.' 
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The only other reference to the S&DR that I could find in the museum was a part-sentence buried 
deep in the (to-purchase) official guidebook: 'the first public railway line opened in 1825 from Stockton 
to Darlington'. Considerably more space in the guidebook and the museum displays is devoted to the 
Rainhill trials and the Liverpool & Manchester Railway. 
 

 
Nürnberg-Fürth railway, 1835 - pictured on a beer coaster! 

 
So, my conclusions. The S&DR does get honourable mentions at the DB Museum (with the aid of 
some great models), albeit with some inaccuracies of simplification, but its story is overshadowed by 
that of the Liverpool & Manchester line. Crucially, the fact that the S&D was the very first steam-
hauled, public railway in the world is not emphasised at all. You might say that is understandable in a 
foreign museum far away - but the source of all the information is cited as the... National Railway 
Museum York! 
 
The DB Museum Nuremberg - some random thoughts 
 
1. Approaching the museum is a shock: it's not some converted railway shed but a stately, ashlar-
stone pile, with its entrance approached by a flight of steps. Tricky for trains those... 
 
2. The museum tells the story of the country's railways - from origins to the future - chronologically, 
clearly and with style, using simple text (in German but you'll get the gist), photos, models, videos, 
and a huge collection of railwayana positioned in proper context. 
 
3. The bad news for steam-heads is that the main building has only a dozen or so chunks of rolling 
stock. There are another dozen in a linked outdoor display area, which also has a miniature railway 
and an old signal box. But the rather daunting and crowded mass of hardware found at our national 
museums at York and Shildon this is not. (I for one have always come away from the NRM overawed 
by railway's engineering but little the wiser on its history.) 
 
4. The museum doesn't shirk from the war years - anything but. Germany's railways played a huge 
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role in them, their build-ups, horrors and aftermaths. 
 
5. It was a Tuesday lunchtime, and there is a modest entrance fee, but I was still surprised to see only 
handfuls of visitors - a fraction of the numbers I always see at York. Does that mean the NRM's pile-it-
high policy is the right one? Personally, I think not. Maybe the solution, as always, is somewhere in 
between. 
 
Practicalities. The museum is less than 10 mins walk from Nuremberg's main station. Both lie just 
outside the magnificent medieval city walls. Full entrance is 6 euros; concessions available; luggage 
lockers free. Forget your pre-conceptions of Nuremberg - it has a marvellously-restored, 
pedestrianised city centre. Generally, the city and its region (Franconia: northern Bavaria) is cheaper 
than the UK (especially the trains...). But travel from the UK is not simple: this time I set aside my 
prejudices and flew with Ryanair from Manchester. I've also gone all the way by train from Darlington 
but having four tight connections can make for a fraught journey... 
 

Brendan Boyle 
 

Editor’s note: this article makes it clear that if we are to have the significance of the S&DR recognised 
internationally, we need to start with our own National Railway Museum. The inaccuracies in the 
Nuremberg Museum’s interpretation and the consequent downplaying of the role of the S&DR in 
starting the modern railway network, have apparently originated with the NRM. 

FORGING LINKS WITH HITACHI 
On the 25th June, the Friends visited the Hitachi Rail Europe Manufacturing Facility at Newton 
Aycliffe. The facility is based immediately adjacent to the 1825 S&DR trackbed which continues in use 
while on the opposite side of the track is the University Technical College which feeds in trained 
apprentices to work there. The factory now employs 900 staff who are mainly recruited from the North 
East and they work five days a week over two shifts and can produce 35 vehicles (power car or 
carriage) each month. So, very close to the location where Locomotion No.1 and the passenger 
coach Experiment were first loaded on to the rails in 1825 at Heighington Crossing, is now the 
location where the latest in railway rolling stock is manufactured and sent across the country, and 
soon, subject to clarity over Brexit, across Europe. It was interesting to note the role of the area’s 
heritage in choosing this site for the new facility. Originally Hitachi had forty potential locations which 
were narrowed down to two, the other being in Wales. Part of the reason for choosing Newton Aycliffe 
was the heritage of the site and of course the friendliness of the people. The plant was the first rail 
vehicle manufacturing facility outside Japan for Hitachi, and with a building costing £82 million pounds 
it represents a major investment in the continuing railway tradition of the area. 

The body shells for all trains are manufactured in Japan and shipped into Teesport and from then on 
to the Hitachi plant where they are assembled using various component parts from across the UK, but 
increasingly from the region. The 1825 trackbed is used in part to test the trains once they leave the 
facility. 

The whole manufacturing & assembly process is based on production line technology with vehicles 
being progressively moved around the facility. Movement of each vehicle is via a combination of 
tracks and traversers. 

There were numerous power cars and carriages from both AT200 and AT300 train sets in various 
stages of construction.  There were a lot more than on our previous visit in March 2017.  The plant is 
now at full capacity and the new AT300 train sets for GWR’s Devon and Cornwall route (via Reading 
and Wiltshire) are being manufactured at Hitachi’s factory in Pistoia, Italy.  Rail Adventure, the 
German operator specialising in the delivery of new trains, will haul the new trains through Austria, 
Germany and France to Calais. GB Railfreight will move the trains through the Channel Tunnel and in 
the UK. 
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AT200 bodyshell production 

We were shewn around the inside of an AT200 carriage shell and the inside of an AT300 power car 
including the drivers cab, both in various stages of construction.  Some of the group had the 
opportunity to sit in the driver’s seat. We could see the full body shell construction, welding systems, 
electrics, electronics, plumbing, hydraulics, heating & ventilation systems, etc. 

After our tour of the main building where the carriages and power cars are assembled we then 
headed outside to where there is a second traverser and a recently constructed building where a lot of 
the post production is undertaken.  Our guide, Faye, had arranged for a Hitachi engineer to join the 
group to explain what happens in these areas. 

At the end of the traverser is a turntable, where some of the power units are rotated prior to forming 
each train set. 

Back inside to the main test area where the completed train sets up to a maximum of 9 cars (power 
cars and carriages) – AT200 and AT300 – undergo rigorous testing prior to running on the outside 
test track. 

Back outside where there is a small bogie turntable where each bogie can be independently rotated 
and tested to simulate the different curves the train sets will encounter on the network.  We noted that 
even with modern technology an old fashioned steel ruler still has its place.  One of the technicians 
was taking various measurements as each 4 wheel bogie unit was rotated to various positions.  All of 
these measurements would then be checked to ascertain if they are within the various parameters. 

Train set gauging facility to test that the completed train sets comply with Network Rail parameters. 

Water testing facility where each power car and carriage is subjected to numerous high pressure jets 
of water to check for water ingress.  
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Current and future production: - 

 Great Western Railway (GWR) - 29 bi-mode - AT300 (UK Class 800/801) train sets 
comprising 7 – 9 car train sets and 22 – 5 car train sets.  This order is nearing completion. 
These train sets are for use on the London, Paddington to Bristol and South Wales. 

 Scotrail – 70 - AT200 (Class 385 EMU) commuter train sets comprising 46 – 3 car train sets 
and 24 – 4 car train sets.  These train sets can be connected together in various 
configurations up to a maximum of 9 cars.  This order is due for completion in December 
2018. 

 London & North Eastern Railway (LNER) (formerly Virgin Trains East Coast) - 65 bi-mode – 
AT300 (UK Class 800/801 Azuma ) train sets.  Not sure of the configuration of these train sets 
and on one website they are not all bi-mode, some are all electric. Bi-mode – 13 – 9 car train 
sets and 10 – 5 car train sets. Electric – 30 – 9 car train sets and 12 – 5 car train sets. The 
total is still 65 train sets and this order is due to commence in July 2018. 

London & North Eastern Railway (formerly Virgin Trains East Coast) currently have a 9 car train set 
running as a test train on the ECML.  This train set was shipped complete from Japan to Southampton 
in 2016. 

AT400 – Very High Speed train sets currently in the design and development process by Hitachi in 
Japan for potential use on HS2. Estimated cost of these units is £2.7 billion.  Hitachi will build these 
train sets at Newton Aycliffe if they are successful with their bid for this project. 

 

LNER Azuma outside the Discovery Museum in Newcastle where the Great Exhibition of the North is taking place until 
September 

It is clear that there is a huge potential to work more closely with Hitachi to celebrate the 200-year 
tradition of pioneering railway development at this site. We are enormously grateful to Faye Hutton, 
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Communications Co-Ordinator who showed us around, and together with several members of the 
workforce, answered all of our questions. 

Peter Bainbridge 

 
FEATURED S&DR ARTICLE - THE REAL - AND UNHERALDED - FIRST 
RAILWAY FATALITY? 
 
CHRIS LLOYD told, in his grimly-gripping article in The Globe 5 (April 2018), of the anonymous blind 
beggar lady of Egglescliffe being really the world’s first passenger railway fatality - in 1827, on the 
Stockton & Darlington line. 
 
That was a full three years before the much-trumpeted Rt. Hon. William Huskisson, MP, was struck 
down by Rocket on the Liverpool & Manchester Railway. 
 
Well, I have uncovered an even earlier fatality, again on the S&D (of course), but this time of an 
identified individual. The incident was reported, so is a matter of record. But lives of ordinary people 
were cheap in the 1820s and the news report in question was just one line long. So far as I can tell, it 
wasn't picked up by other newspapers, and railway historians seem to be unaware of the incident. A 
second tragedy added to our knowledge shortly after the historic first. 
 
Here, in full, is the initial article - the news of a death by world-beating, cutting-edge technology, being 
thoroughly underplayed by the editor of the weekly Durham Chronicle: 

 
'A boy of the name of George Graham was killed on the new railway at Darlington, 
on Tuesday last, by a waggon passing over his body'. 
(Durham Chronicle, 8 October, 1825) 
 

'Tuesday last' was 4 October, 1825: exactly seven days after the grand opening of the railway on 27 
September. The report, though short, in telling us that young George was killed by a waggon,1 
confirms that he was killed not only on the railway but by the railway - by a steam-powered freight 
train, almost certainly comprising coal trucks and quite possibly led by engine No.1, Locomotion.2 
 
Two months later the Chronicle carried a longer report of another 'melancholy' accident, on 13 
December, 1825 near Catterick, in the North Riding of Yorkshire. It seems at first to be of little 
significance to railway history but a story of terrible coincidence develops: 

 
'George Graham, a waggoner, in the employment of Messrs Pickersgill and Co., 
was driving his waggon down the hill leading to that town [Catterick], when the 
horses took fright, and in endeavouring to stop them, he was thrown down, and the 
wheels passed over his right thigh, along his body, and over his right shoulder. He 
lived two hours after the accident, and then expired. He was an industrious man, 
and bore a good character, and has left a wife and family to lament his fate. 
 
'It is rather a singular circumstance that a son of the deceased was killed a few 
weeks ago by a waggon passing over his body on the Darlington Railway, which 
event we noticed at the time.' 
(Durham Chronicle, 17 Dec., 1825) 

 
Another paper reported the first part of this latest news, with additional sad detail, a few days later: 

 
'Last week, as Mr George Graham, of Darlington, was driving Mr Pickersgill's 
waggon, between Catterick Bridge and the Toll Bar, the horses took fright, and the 
wheel ran over his thigh, and broke it; and although surgical aid was obtained, and 
his thigh set, he died soon afterwards. He has left a widow and nine children to 
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lament his untimely end.' 
(Leeds Intelligencer, 22 Dec., 1825) 

 
So, we know that young George of the railway was from a very large family, that they lived in 
Darlington, and that his father, after whom he was named, was a waggoner, or cart driver. Father 
George was buried - hurriedly by any standards, apparently with no inquest, and possibly with no 
family present - the day after the accident, at St Anne's church in Catterick. The parish record says 
that he was 38.3 
 
Richard Pickersgill was one of the principal road carriers in the region,4 operating a number of 'fly 
waggons' from a warehouse in Commercial Street.5 The company's main goods route south departed 
Darlington daily at 3pm and journeyed via Catterick.6 Probably an hour-and-a-half would be needed to 
cover the 15 miles to Catterick via Croft,7 so George senior's accident would have been in the early 
darkness of a midwinter evening, around 4.30pm. His horses would have been getting ready for a 
break and were possibly troublesome as a result. 
 
The church's burial register confirmed that Mr. Graham's abode was 'Darlington in the county of 
Durham' but the Graham family may have had connections in the Catterick area. That's because 
young George was baptised not in Durham but in this part of Yorkshire, either at Stanwick St John, 
near Aldbrough (parents George and Jane Graham) on 10 May, 1812, or in Catterick itself (parents 
George and Isabella Graham) on 10 January, 1813. Judging from genealogy records - of other early-
19th century North Riding births to a father called George Graham - the latter is the more likely.8 
 
What is clear is that boy George was either 12 or 13 when he was killed. We can't know any more 
precisely than that as there is no burial record for him in Darlington, or anywhere else in county 
Durham, or even in North Yorkshire. 
 
But to sum up, here are the potted details of the world's first reported fatality on an operational, public, 
steam-powered railway line: 

 
• George Graham; 
• age 12 or 13; 
• born in the North Riding of Yorkshire; 
• lived in Darlington; 
• father, George Graham, a road waggoner for R. Pickersgill; 
• mother, Isabella or Jane Graham; 
• run over by a locomotive-hauled, freight waggon on the Stockton & Darlington 

Railway; 
• knocked down and died in Darlington on 8 October, 1825. 

 
RIP George, father and son. The least you deserve is to be noticed. 
 

Brendan Boyle 
 
 
Notes 
1. Today we often spell it 'wagon' but then it was 'waggon'. For consistency, I stick with the latter in this article. 

2. In any case, the S&DR didn't apply for a license to carry passengers until 7 October. Regular passenger services, in the 
form of coaches pulled by horses, started on the line on 10 October. 
3. The register actually recorded that he was 'killed by a waggon'. The burial ceremony was conducted by 'AJ Scott'. The 
Reverend Alexander John Scott was the incumbent of humble St Anne's but he had remarkable connections to the Great 
and the Good of the land. According to a directory of 1823, Scott had been chaplain to 'the lamented Hero of Trafalgar, who 
expired in his arms' - clearly referring to Nelson in 1805 - and by 1823 was no less than 'chaplain to His Majesty' (History, 
Directory and Gazetteer of the County of York, vol. II, Edward Baines, Leeds, 1823). 
4. Although an established road carrier, Pickersgill took the earliest opportunity to become involved in the new-fangled 
railway, - he took over the operation of the S&DR's first passenger coach Experiment from Thomas Close and ran twice-daily 
horse drawn services along the line from Darlington to Stockton and return, Mondays to Saturdays. He also ran the service 
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to Shildon. George Graham senior may even have driven one of these coaches, although the death of his son on the line 
may have turned him against the idea. 
5. A 'Fly waggon' was a light, horse-drawn public delivery waggon that moved quickly. 

6. Parson & White's 1827 directory included, under Darlington, Carriers Warehouses: 'Pickersgill's Fly Waggons, from their 
warehouse, Commercial-street, to Catterick, Boroughbridge, Wetherby, Leeds, London, Manchester, and all parts of the 
South, daily at 3 aft. and to Durham, Newcastle, Edinburgh, Glasgow, and all parts of Scotland daily, at 10 mg.' 
7. Blackwell bridge was not built until 1832. 

8. Using commercial genealogy sites, including FamilySearch, I have found three other children born between 1810-19 to 
George and Isabella but no others to George and Jane. The information on such sites for that time is noticeably incomplete, 
being dependent on the availability of parish records and the pace at which staff can transcribe them. There is, for instance, 
no online record (yet?) of the burial of young George. 
(Another possible example is that of the keelman John Stevens, who Chris suggested could have been the first railway 
fatality, having been injured during the S&D's opening day parade. I can find no record of the burial of a John Stevens in the 
north of England in 1825.) 

 

AND ANOTHER RAILWAY FATALITY 
This is the grave stone of the early railway pioneer John Greener and his wife Elizabeth (nee Marley). 
John was killed at 8am on the 20th February 1843 when he fell under one of the beams of the engine 
at Etherley while it was in motion. He had been the engineman there since 1826 or later. His grave is 
in St. Helen’s Churchyard in West Auckland and was recently cleared of vegetation by John Raw. 
There are two opportunities to find out more about the Greeners in September. The first will be in a 
talk by Dr Tom Walker about ‘Three Greeners of Etherley and a model steam engine’ at the Friends 
AGM on the 6th September and again on the 9th September on a Friends’ guided walk along Etherley 

Incline. See the Events section for more details.  
 
John and Elizabeth Greener’s gravestone. The text reads: SACRED to the 
memory of John Greener of Etherley who died Feb. 20th, 1843. Aged 43 years. 
Also of Elizabeth his wife who died Nov. 14th 1833 aged 43 years. The 
Memory of the Just is Blessed. (photo: John Raw) 

 
 
MEMBERSHIP 

Membership renewal date 
is only 2 months away - 
27th September, 2018.  
All members should have 
received a copy of the 
Membership Form for 
2018 to 2019 with this 
issue of The Globe.  Fees 
can be paid at any time 
before renewal date but 
fees will not be banked till 
after the date. 

 
Our membership fees contribute towards our annual celebration events which raise the profile of the 
S&DR and they will be the Friends’ contributions towards any projects that we seek funding for and 
our activities. You will receive a PDF copy of The Globe (soon to be a glossy paper copy) and 
preferential invitations to events and S&DR related outings. For a copy of the membership form, or if 
you have any questions regarding membership, you can contact Peter Bainbridge, the Membership 
Secretary on: membership.SDR1825@virginmedia.com 

 
Peter Bainbridge, Membership Secretary 

Our current subs are:  

Under 18:  FREE 

Individual:  £15 

Unwaged/retired:  £10 

Joint: (2 adults at the 
same address)  

£24 

Corporate:  £50  

mailto:membership.SDR1825@virginmedia.com
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IMPORTANT NOTICE 

 
Data Protection 
 
You may be aware that new rules covering the protection and use of personal data came into force on 
25th May, 2018. 
 
The Friends of the Stockton & Darlington Railway (FSDR) hold personal data for all of its members in 
the form of completed membership forms which incorporate Gift Aid information (where applicable), 
membership lists and on a computer database. 
 
The physical data together with the electronic data are stored at the home of the Membership 
Secretary.  A copy of the electronic data is stored at the home of Treasurer and is regularly updated 
by the Membership Secretary.  All electronic data are stored on password protected computers.  
 
The data we hold consist of membership number, amount and date of last membership payment, 
name, address, telephone numbers and email addresses. We do not share this information with any 
other person or organisation. 
 
We use these data to communicate with you regarding the Annual General Meeting, monthly 
meetings, events and to deliver The Globe.  Members will receive an invitation when their 
membership is due for renewal.  There may be other occasions when we have to communicate with 
you. 
 
If your subscription is not renewed, the data are removed from our system once it no longer needs to 
be retained to meet statutory and other legal requirements. 
 
The Data Controller is the Membership Secretary & the Data Processor is the Webmaster. 
 
The above information forms the basis of FSDR’s Data Protection policy, full details of which can be 
found on our website. 
 

Peter Bainbridge, Membership Secretary 

THIS WAY IS LOST-THE MYSTERY OF THE DARLINGTON BRANCH 
RAILWAY 
 
This article by Graeme Robinson is based on a presentation he gave at the Edward Pease Public 
Library, Crown Street, Darlington in September 2017. 
 
A line of trees, still clearly visible on Google Maps satellite images, only interrupted along its course 
by terraced streets, marks the route of the unbuilt Darlington Branch Railway.  
 
Intended as an original branch of the Stockton & Darlington Railway, it was planned and surveyed in 
person by George Stephenson, assisted by his teenage son Robert and the 26 year-old S&DR 
surveyor John Dixon, in October 1821. The survey began in Stockton on 16th October 1821, which 
was Robert Stephenson’s 18th birthday. 
 
Following his first meeting with Edward Pease at his Northgate home in April 1821, Stephenson was 
invited by Pease to resurvey the whole of the route from the south west Durham collieries to 
Stockton, and by July had been hired by the S&DR to build the railway’s main line and branches to 
Darlington, Croft and Yarm. (The Haggerleases Branch line would later be surveyed and built by 
Robert Stephenson in his first solo engineering role). 
 
Pease wanted Stephenson to bring the new railway line to Darlington and as close to the town as 
possible. He was dissatisfied with George Overton’s 1820 plan, which had the railway passing around 
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3 miles north of Darlington, via Lowson’s Slack, requiring a lengthy additional satellite line to reach a 
point near Northgate Bridge, still one mile north of the town. 
 

 
The survey of the proposed branch lines into Darlington. The red lines mark Stephenson’s proposed route into Bondgate. 
The blue line is Overton’s original route much further north with a longer branch line terminating north of Cocker Beck on 
North Road. (Reproduced by permission of Durham County Record Office. Durham County Record Office Q/D/P 8/1)  

Stephenson’s 1822 plan of the route and intended branch lines of the S&DR became part of the 
successful second Stockton & Darlington Railway Act on 23 May 1823. 
 
In bold red pen strokes, Stephenson’s historic main S&DR line sweeps down from Aycliffe Lane 
towards Darlington, passing between Moss Carr and Rise Carr, before crossing Whessoe Lane south 
of the Honeypot, then curving east towards Nestfield, South Burdon, Fighting Cocks and ultimately to 
Stockton-on-Tees.  
 
From a precise point just west of the 1842 North Road Station platform, the plan shows the Darlington 
Branch Railway extending the line the remaining mile south into the Bondgate area of Darlington, 
where a double terminus, at Four Riggs Lane and Union Street, appears to indicate separate goods 
and passenger stations would be located. 
 
In the same red pen, and a few hundred yards to the east, the genesis of the East Coast Main Line is 
set out by George Stephenson, in marking the path of a further branch line, south to Croft Bridge, via 
Bank Top. 
 
The route set out by Stephenson from the S&DR main line at Whessoe Lane curved south to cross 
that lane for a second time onto Westbrook, where the wide Cocker Beck valley would have to be 
bridged, before taking a route along the outside edge of the Backhouses' estate, towards John 
Kendrew’s former market garden, where a rise would require an inclined plane towards Bondgate. 
 
This route would have taken the railway through the present day streetscape of Hopetown Lane, 
Upper Westbrook, Pendower Street, Wilkes Street, Corporation Road (and through its infant school), 
Elmfield Street, North Lodge Terrace, Thornton Street, Gladstone Street, Grace Court, Sun Street, 

COPYRIGHT DURHAM COUNTY 
COUNCIL 
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Archer Street, Upper Archer Street, Temperance Place, King Street and Commercial Street (on the 
original north-south route of Union Street).  
 

 
A Google Earth image of modern Darlington with Stephenson’s proposed branch line shown in red 
 
It is likely that the whole of the site between Four Riggs and Commercial Street, now dominated by 
the inner ring-road St Cuthbert’s Way, would have been comprised of passenger and goods platforms 
and sidings. the proximity of Four Riggs and its flour mills and other industry to the west and of Union 
Street, Commercial Street and Northgate to the east would be of great benefit to Pease’s woollen mill 
and the small iron foundry owned by William Kitching.  
 
The railway was seen by Pease in particular as vital to the town’s prosperity and its proximity to the 
trade routes into Yorkshire, as well as to accessing the export market from the Tees navigation at the 
1814 Mandale Cut.  
 
Edward Pease had emphasised this strategic importance to George Stephenson at the time of his 
appointment and so in his new survey, there was to be a branch railway both into Darlington and 
onwards to Croft Bridge. 
 
At the corner of Prebend Row and Tubwell Row. William Kitching had established an ironmongers in 
1790 and by 1796 a foundry. After his death in 1819, his sons, Alfred and William, seeing the 
prospect of exponential benefits as a result of the coming railway, made plans to purchase S&DR 
shares, and by 1824 they had done so. 
 
The Kitchings’ railway interests play a key role in the story of the Darlington Branch Railway, as in 
1831 they relocated their foundry business from the town centre to the place exactly adjacent to 
where the Darlington Branch was proposed to connect with the main S&DR line near Whessoe Lane. 
The recorded footprint of that railway foundry suggests it may have been built at a particular angle to 
accommodate the route of the Darlington Branch Railway taking off to the town at its east side. 
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At the other end of the proposed branch line, in Commercial Street, Richard Pickersgill’s office had 
been designated as the official S&DR tickets and parcels booking office by the time of the S&DR’s 
opening in September 1825.  
 
It was Pickersgill that George Stephenson had sent for earlier that month, to bring the S&DR’s horses 
to South Street in Newcastle, sufficient to pull the heavy wagon carrying Locomotion down the Great 
North Road to Aycliffe Lane, where it would be placed on the rails.  
 
Pickersgill would also run S&DR’s The Experiment railway coach service, based from his Commercial 
Street office, positioned conveniently adjacent to the planned Darlington Branch Railway. 
 
Despite the evident advantages the planned branch railway was set to bring to Darlington, it was 
never to be realised. The corridor of land on which it was to have been made remained reserved with 
key parcels of land possibly under the company’s ownership, for over 70 years. 
 
By 1825, in an apparent sleight of hand exercise by the board of the S&DR, it was claimed that the 
Darlington Branch had been completed and would be open for business on the 27th of September, 
whereas in reality this claim refers to the entirely different ‘Depots branch’, which is depicted on the J 
R Brown illustration of the opening of the railway, showing the reverse perspective to Dobbin’s 
famous scene.  
 
Amalgamating elements of both the 1821 and 1823 Acts of Parliament, and taking a much shorter, 
and presumably cheaper route to huge coal drops situated at the end of Whessoe Lane (Station 
Road) at Northgate Bridge, this is what was represented to the S&DR shareholders as the completed 
“Darlington Branch”. 
 
As its main investor, what Edward Pease thought of the railway still being one mile outside Darlington 
after all his efforts to ensure otherwise remains unclear. His own diaries certainly say nothing about it. 
What is known however, is that he was mourning the sudden loss of his 18 year old son Isaac to 
Tuberculosis on the day of the S&DR’s triumphal opening. 
 
Several clues suggest that despite the Depots Branch compromise, there was still hope for the 
Darlington Branch line as planned by Stephenson to arrive a little later, as did The Croft Branch, 
Haggerleases and Black Boy branches, over the next few years.  
 
George Stephenson carried out an initial survey and then the S&DR’s company secretary Richard 
Otley fully surveyed and planned the proposed Middlesbrough extension in 1827, the plans for which 
still included the whole of Stephenson’s original 1822 Darlington Branch Railway route, as an 
“intended branch line”. 
 
A grand S&DR Railway Office built in 1829 on Northgate, with its entrance on Union Street, appears 
to have been the intended setting for a grand central station approach and suggests there was still an 
expectation of there being a prestigious passenger station located in the very centre of Darlington. 
 
The Kitchings’ move to Whessoe Lane in 1831 and the subsequent foundation of Hope Town and 
their building of locomotives at that site from 1834 appears to signal a change, perhaps that they and 
others were tired of waiting years for a railway into Darlington itself, while the railway revolution was 
gaining pace all around. 
 
Several sources make reference to the S&DR having ongoing legal issues in 1824, where the 
compulsory purchase of land from various landowners led to disputes over the value of their land in 
such purchases.  
 
The 1822 Book of Reference which accompanied Stephenson’s plan and report, identifies George 
Allan (the third, of Blackwell Grange) as the owner of several key land plots which would carry the 
new S&DR route across the north of Darlington and via the proposed branch line to its centre. Was it 
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Allan who was challenging the compulsory purchase of his land and the effect on his occupying 
tenants? 
 

 
The now demolished Union Street S&DR offices on the right of the photograph. 

 
Stephenson’s estimated engineering costs having been hugely exceeded, the addition of spiralling 
legal costs would have likely made all the S&DR shareholders’ confidence waver. It is likely that this 
confluence of financial issues and insecurities was the primary reason the Darlington Branch Railway 
was initially postponed. 
 
In any event, George Allan clearly did part with two plots of his land, numbered 123 and 124, on 
which the main S&DR line, together with North Road Station and Hopetown Carriage Works still 
stand. Plots 249 to 252 to the south and running alongside the Backhouse estate to take the route 
into the town, may well have been the obstacle.  
 
The whole of the alternative route from Upper Westbrook to the coal depot at Northgate, opposite 
Northgate bridge, was made on a single plot of land, number 248, owned by Samuel Gabb, whose 
tenant occupier was Elizabeth Forster. it was possibly the best and most economical idea to settle for 
a one plot solution than fight over several more with a wealthier landowner. 
 
By 1824, George Stephenson had been called away by The Liverpool & Manchester Railway 
Company, leaving the S&DR without his input on the ongoing completion of the railway. The directors 
of the S&DR apparently changed George Stephenson’s plans while he was occupied elsewhere and 
so encountered little or no opposition from him in doing so. 
 
Stephenson was however suddenly sacked by the L&MR later that year, after his poor performance 
under cross-examination at a parliamentary sub-committee hearing, which led to the L&MR bill being 
refused.  
 
Stephenson immediately returned to the S&DR, keen to prove to parliament and his former 
employers that his ‘unproven’ ideas about locomotive railway transit were legitimate and viable. It is 
apparently this event which provided the final momentum to stage the S&DR’s historic opening 
spectacle in September 1825, which drew world attention on Darlington. It was effectively 
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Stephenson’s defiant public redemption and fully restored his reputation as an engineer. A direct 
result of the successful S&DR opening, with Locomotion in full steam, was that George Stephenson 
was swiftly reappointed as chief engineer to the Liverpool & Manchester Railway. 
 

 
The Skerne Bridge on the opening day in 1825. Sketch by J .R. Brown 

 
By 1855, Archer Street, King Street and Queen Street had been established, which suggests that the 
S&DR’s aspiration to build the branch railway right to the town centre had gone. Horse drawn trams in 
the town’s streets had by this time surely negated the need for a heavily engineered railway. 
 
The S&DR company was absorbed into the NER in 1863. 
 
At the turn of the century in 1900, widespread housing development had begun, to meet the 
increasing population of Darlington’s Railway and Ironworkers, centred around the Hopetown and 
Whessoe (Road), North Road, Albert Hill and Rise Carr areas, adjacent to the original S&DR line. 
 
By 1901, Darlington had an electric power station and soon had electric trams running on rails inlaid 
at the centre of its main streets. The town itself has expanded to the extent that one mile of railway 
into the town centre from North Road Station was unnecessary. 
 
Historians appear to have taken the view that the Darlington Branch, and the Depots Branch were 
one and the same. I have found no reference to Stephenson’s intended Darlington Branch Railway in 
any book and was first alerted to it by reading The 1825 Stockton & Darlington Railway: Historic 
Environment Audit: Darlington to Goosepool. (2016) Archaeo-Environment Ltd for Durham County 
Council. 
 
In this document, example images of the Stephenson 1822 plan clearly showed the route reaching 
the town near Bondgate. Seeing this was an incredible revelation for me and I immediately thought of 
my late father and his late brothers, who were all railwaymen, and who I was sure would have told me 
about the plan for this route, had they ever known of it. 
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This led me to think about how historic documents such as Stephenson’s 1822 report to the S&DR 
could have been lost to historians for almost 200 years.  
 
A 1974 report to the S&DR 150 committee, with a map purportedly showing all the intended S&DR 
branch lines, contained no reference to it whatsoever. All the while Stephenson’s original map was 
sitting in storage at Durham Record Office where it had been kept since 1822. 
 
In closing his 1974 book A Regional History of the Railways of Great Britain, Ken Hoole writes that 
the “ludicrous” removal of the S&DR’s records from the British Railways Board Offices in York to the 
National Record Office in Kew meant that the people most interested in the history of the Stockton 
and Darlington Railway, those in the north east of England, had been “deprived of easy reference to 
the records of their own territory through the whim of officialdom.” 
 
Hoole had to resort to reprinting LTC Rolt’s 1960 account of Stephenson’s 1822 Report to the S&DR. 
Rolt wrote “It would be tedious to deal in any great detail with Stephenson’s lengthy report.” (Rolt also 
refers to ‘The Darlington Branch’ meaning the Northgate coal drops, in his caption under the J R 
Brown illustration of the 1825 opening of the S&DR.) 
 
The significance of such a historically important route, personally surveyed and planned in 1821 by 
George Stephenson and Robert Stephenson in Darlington for its own pioneering railway company, 
being lost and forgotten by the world, and unknown to everyone living in the local area, is difficult to 
come to terms with. 
 
I have one recommendation. The Stockton & Darlington Railway Company’s records, including 
Stephenson’s 1822 Plan and Book of Reference should be made freely available as a learning 
resource to schools in the towns located along the route of the historic railway, in the run up to 2025.  

Graeme Robinson 
 
Sources: The National Archives’ collection of Stockton and Darlington Railway minutes and reports,  
1821 - 1825, reference RAIL 667/30 and RAIL 667/149 - "Report on building the railway", dated 1824 
Dec.12. 
Durham Records Office ‘Plan and Section of the intended Railway or Tramroad from Stockton by 
Darlington to the Collieries near West Auckland in the County of Durham and of several Branches 
therefrom, and of the Variations and Alterations intended to be made therein respectively and of the 
Additional Branch of Railway [damaged] proposed to be made 1822.   Geo. Stephenson, Engineer 
Q/D/P 8/1 
 
 
RAILWAY ART 2 
 
In this edition of the Globe we feature ’Resurgence’, the large geometric sculpture of stainless steel 
standing in the forecourt of Darlington Town Hall.  It was the winner of 86 entries in a 1967 
competition to provide the town with a distinctive modern work to symbolise Darlington’s recovery 
from the loss of its railway engineering heritage. (Source – Public Monuments and Sculpture 
Association National Records). 
 
Designed by John Hoskin (1921-1990), the sculpture proved controversial before being unveiled in 
1970 by Princess Anne and many uncomplimentary remarks appeared in the local media.  However, 
Resurgence remains in generally good condition to this day, sits well in front of the Town Hall and has 
become more accepted by a younger generation of the Darlington public. 
 
I saw it on all of my working days during my 27-year spell in the Town Hall and quickly grew to like it.  
To me, it represents the dismantling of a steam locomotive’s moving connecting rods and 
reassembling into a modern form, hence the name.  Make your own mind up and long may it last. 
 
Soon after the publication of the last edition of The Globe, a person or persons unknown damaged 
one of the Aldi sculptures and removed some of the bricks.  The Globe alerted Aldi, who will arrange 



Friends of the Stockton & Darlington Railway     Page | 30 
WWW.SDR1825.co.uk   

 

to repair the damage.  Both Aldi and sculptor Matthew Jarratt were told about the three missing 
sculptures, but neither can shed any light on them and the mystery remains.  

 
Ross Chisholm 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EVENTS 
May – September 2018 - Steam Season at Locomotion 
Locomotion, Shildon, invites you to explore the power of steam with Steam Season – a programme of inspiring 
events, exhibitions and activities from May to September 2018. 
 

   
 
Steam Season continues with events, exhibitions and activities throughout the summer, ending with the Autumn 
Steam Gala on Saturday September 22 & Sunday September 23, 2018, which will mark the 50th anniversary 
of the end of steam on British Railways. 
 
For more information on the Festival of Steam event and Locomotion’s Steam Season, please visit 
www.locomotion.org.uk. Locomotion is open from 10am to 5pm daily. Parking and admission are free of charge. 
Please note that there is a charge for steam train rides. For more information, please call the museum team on 
01904 685780 

Resurgence 

http://www.locomotion.org.uk/
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Now until 9th September 2018 
The Great Exhibition of the North, showcasing great art, culture, design and innovation across the North of 
England, with exhibition hubs at the Great North Museum: Hancock, BALTIC Centre for Contemporary Art and 
the Sage, Gateshead. Stephenson’s Rocket has returned to Newcastle for the event. For more information go to 
https://getnorth2018.com/ 
 
 

 
 
24th – 30th July 2018.  
A series of Flying Scotsman events at Locomotion in Shildon. Find out more at 
https://www.locomotion.org.uk/whats-on 
 

 
 
Thursday 2nd August 
The Friends’ regular meeting at Darlington Cricket Club will start at 7.10pm with a talk from Jonathan Ratcliffe 
and Jane Hackworth-Young on the important role the S&DR had in extending the international railway network 
to the United States. All Friends welcome.  
 

 
 
Thursday 23rd August 2018 
A Friends’ outing to the Tanfield Railway. Start at 10.30am at Tanfield (there may be an earlier start time for 
keen photographers who wish to capture the engines getting steam), with a tour of sheds and yard area.  Catch 
the 11.50 train for a round trip with Trustees/guides to point out areas of interest.  At Causey Arch alight from 
train, visit the Arch and do the one mile walk to East Tanfield station (southern end of line) with a guide to point 
out areas of significant interest.  At East Tanfield the tearoom will be open or if people want to take their own 

https://getnorth2018.com/
https://www.locomotion.org.uk/whats-on
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packed lunch there are tables outside.  People will then be free to use their guest train ticket for the rest of the 
day.  More booking details to follow by email or via our Facebook page. 
 
1st – 2nd September 2018 
Model Railway weekend at the Head of Steam Museum, Darlington. Darlington Model Railway Club, members 
and visiting layouts from the North East representing a wide range of model railways. Contact museum for 
admission charge, included in family membership passes. 
 
4th – 30th September 2018 
NERA Exhibition - The Derwent Valley Railway at the Head of Steam Museum, Darlington. A photographic 
exhibition curated by the North Eastern Railway Association. Normal entrance fee and included in yearly passes 
 
Thursday 6th September 2018 
Head of Steam Meeting Room at 1.45pm - “Friends of the Stockton and Darlington Railway Update”– A talk by 
Niall Hammond and Caroline Hardie. The international significance of the Stockton & Darlington Railway is 
being increasingly recognised.  Niall and Caroline from The Friends of the Stockton & Darlington Railway will 
provide an update on how plans to protect the line and celebrate its history are developing. FREE to members 
of the Friends of Darlington Railway Centre and Museum, non-members welcome, (please telephone the 
museum for membership or price details). 
 

 
 
Thursday 6 September to Sunday 9 and Thursday 13 to Sunday 16 September 2018 
Heritage Open Days this year will be extended over two weekends. During the 15th to 16th September there will 
be FREE access to the Head of Steam Museum in Darlington. S&DR related events include: 
 
Thursday 6th September 2018 
The Friends’ AGM with guest speaker Dr Tom Walker on ‘Three Greeners of Etherley and a model steam 
engine’ (a rare opportunity to see an 1836 model of a winding engine at work). From 7 pm in the Welcome 
Building (historic end of the site near Hackworth’s House), Locomotion, Shildon, Co Durham DL4 1PQ (All 
welcome, but it would be helpful if those attending the AGM and talk would notify Jane Hackworth-Young on:  
j.hack.young@btinternet.com.) 
 
Sunday 9th September at 10.30am  
A Trip Back in Time to 1825: visit the beginning of the railway that changed the face of the world. A guided walk 
along the Stockton & Darlington Railway at Phoenix Row and the Etherley Incline (meet at the north end of 
Phoenix Row, nr Bishop Auckland DL14 0DF at 10.30am).  The walk will break for tea/coffee in a show garden 
(available for a small donation) on Etherley Incline and include the site of the engine house and where the 
Greener family once lived (DL14 0LH), returning same way (approx. 5.9km/ 3.6 miles there and back). The walk 
will be led by members of the Friends of the S&DR & the Brusselton Incline Group. Walkers - please book 
(places will be limited) with organiser Jane Hackworth-Young on  j.hack.young@btinternet.com 
 
Sunday 16th September at 10.30am 
Run Away Wagons, Troublesome Engines & A Pioneering Railway:  Walk through Shildon & over Brusselton 
Incline (meet outside Collections Building, Locomotion, Shildon, Co Durham DL4 2RE).  Visit the remains of 
Hackworth’s revolutionary Soho Works, the S&DR Works, the Stephenson’s’ designed Brusselton Incline, 
remains of the Engine House, cottages and the recently restored Accommodation Bridge (DL4 1QA) (with 
stunning views), returning same way (approx. 5.84km/ 3.6 miles there and back). The walks will be led by 
members of the Friends of the S&DR & the Brusselton Incline Group. Walkers - please book (places will be 
limited) with organiser Jane Hackworth-Young on  j.hack.young@btinternet.com 
 

  

mailto:j.hack.young@btinternet.com
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Friday 21st September 2018 
The Friends’ informal S&DR Celebratory Party at Head of Steam Museum, Darlington. An evening event – bring 
your own food and drink to share. More details to follow by email and on Facebook. 
 
Saturday 22 and Sunday 23 September 2018 
Autumn Steam Gala at Locomotion, Shildon. More details will be posted at 
https://www.locomotion.org.uk/whats-on/steam-season 
 
29th September 2018 
The Friends’ 193rd S&DR Anniversary networking dinner in Central Hall, Darlington. 
 
30th September 2018 
The Friends’ 193rd S&DR Anniversary event at the Head of Steam in Darlington. Save the date! 
 
Thursday 4th October 2018 
In the Head of Steam Museum Meeting Room, Darlington, at 1.45pm, a talk on “Living North Eastern” by David 
Thomas. David reflects on life in a railway community and looks at the lives, legends and locomotives worked 
by his grandfather and father, York enginemen over the years 1888 to 1967. FREE to Friends of Darlington 
Railway Centre and Museum, non-members welcome, (please telephone the museum for membership or price 
details). 
 
Thursday 4th October 
The Friends’ regular meeting at Darlington Cricket Club will start at 7.10pm with a talk from Eric Branse-Instone 
from the listing team of Historic England. He is involved with the Heritage Action Zone as a Listing Adviser and 
will be undertaking the reviews of existing Listing and Scheduling designations on the S&DR alongside 
assessments of a number of new designations in the next few years. He will be explaining his work and will be 
asking for contributions via the scheme “Enrich the List” https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/enrich-the-list/. 
 
Sunday 7th October 2018 
A circular walk of approx 9 miles, led by Peter Bainbridge. The walk will start in Romaldkirk (please don’t park 
on the village green).  Meet at 10.30am. We will walk part of the Teesdale Way, north side of the river, lunch in 
Middleton-in-Teesdale and return to Romaldkirk along the Tees Railway Path (old NER). If interested in joining 
this 'little amble’ please email Angela Pickering at spanner069@gmail.com. 
 
Saturday 10th November 2018 
Head of Steam Museum, Darlington, Meeting Room at 1.45pm. “The Barnard Castle Railway” – A talk by Chris 
Lloyd. Well-known local journalist, historian, Friend of the S&DR and Deputy Editor of The Northern Echo, Chris 
Lloyd tells the story of the dastardly duke who tried to frustrate building a railway to Teesdale. FREE to 
members of the Friends of Darlington Railway Centre and Museum, non-members welcome, (please telephone 
the museum for membership or price details) 
 
Saturday 10th November – Sunday 13th January 2019   
Temporary Exhibition Gallery at the Head of Steam Museum in Darlington. 11.00am – 3.30pm. Vote100: 
Railways, Women and World War One. Join us as we commemorate 100 years of the UK Parliamentary vote 
for some women and all men.  The exhibition will investigate whether women’s work on the railways during 
World War I helped them to get the vote and if gaining the right to vote had an impact on women working on the 
railways.  Normal entrance fee. 
 
Thursday 6th December 2018  
Head of Steam Museum, Darlington, Meeting Room at 1.45pm. “Christmas Social”. Start the festive season by 
joining our Friends for light refreshments, a not-too-serious railway quiz and videos. FREE to members of the 
Friends of Darlington Railway Centre and Museum, non-members welcome,  (please telephone the museum for 
membership or price details). 
 
Thursday 6th December 2018 
Friends of the S&DR Christmas Meeting and Social. Look out for emails, future Globes or Facebook for details.  

https://www.locomotion.org.uk/whats-on/steam-season
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