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Basements 

There are two basements under the station complex. The foundations appear to have 

consisted of a grid pattern made of brick walls forming compartments and they were 

sufficiently high to provide space for people to comfortably use and to handle goods where 

necessary. Some of these compartments have been turned into basements and linked with 

doors. Both basements are damp and the east one appears to have water ingress which is 

forming a mould over the floor. Both could do with improved ventilation to halt the decay 

being brought about by trapped moisture. 

 

B1-4 West basement 

The west basement is located under the original 1842 building. It appears to have been used 

by personnel, possibly porters and night watchmen, as a mess room. It had a separate 

access from stairs leading down from the front of the station (now blocked) and a trap door 

access to the south platform. One window faced out to the station front, but this is now 

blocked. Where the blocking has come away from the window, the original appears to 

survive, possibly a 6 or 8 pane sash. The door to the outside is blocked in modern brickwork 

internally, but the original door with ventilation holes (consequently blocked) remains 

externally. Historic plans also show an access from G10 above (see p38), but there is no 

evidence for this at ground level.  

 

The basement consists of several rooms constructed out of the foundation grid and in the 

centre there appears to be a chimney breast orientated E-W which differs from all other 

fireplaces which are orientated N-S. This has some additional stonework added to the north 

side and its purpose and consequently significance, is not clear, but may be associated with 

the layout. It could be additional support for the chimney breast, but it is on the wrong side to 

be blocking for a former fireplace and may instead be a support. The room in the SW corner 

has a larder or similar consisting of a cooling stone shelf and a stone corner shelf set into a 

cupboard (although the shape of this corresponds to WCs in the 1864 plans); this appears to 

have been separated from the room with the fireplace by lath and plaster partition, evidence 

for the laths can still be seen on the roof beam; indeed the south facing rooms appears to 

have been fully plastered to create a domestic space. There is also a cupboard fully shelved 

and the south side of the chimney breast appears to be where there was a fireplace. The 

whole has a domestic appearance suggesting that it was used as a mess by the porters.  

 
 

This fits with the tale of the Ghost of North Road Railway Station whereby in the 1850s a 

night watchman James Durham went into the Porter’s Cellar to warm himself in front of the 

Larder 

Cupboard 

Chimney breast 

Surviving 

door 

Glass viewing 

panel (former 

trap door) into ‘Mr 

Winter’s body’. 

Former partition 

Blocked opening 
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fire and get something to eat. He went down the steps and had just settled himself on the 

bench opposite the fire when he was startled by a man coming out of the adjoining 

coalhouse.......this young man was subsequently thought to be the ghost of Thomas Munro 

Winter and his dog. Winter, a former ticket clerk, had committed suicide in 1845 and while 

awaiting carriage to the mortuary, his body was laid out in the Porter’s Cellar.  

 

Plate 1. Left: The cupboard; right: the larder shelves 

 

      
Plate 2. Left: an extract from a plan of 1864 for a lavatory at ground floor level. The small corner fitting matches 

the one in the cellar 

 

It is not clear which room is the adjoining coal house; the tale implies that the ghost arrived 

in the porter’s cellar directly from the coal house which was only a few steps away. The room 

to the north is small with a brick plinth to the rear and was accessed through a wooden door 

with ventilation holes which still survives. This appears to be very old and must date to at 

least the age of the 1842 building. However there is no direct access to pour coal into the 

room from the outside and it would only hold enough coal to support the station’s fireplaces 

rather than the large quantities required by steam powered trains.  



Archaeo-Environment Ltd for Darlington Borough Council 2014   5 
 

 
Plate 3. Left: The surviving wooden door; centre: the blocked door into an adjacent cellar area; right: additional 
stone support added to the chimney breast, but not keyed in.  

 

There is a blocked door into an adjacent area to the east; the blocking is in red brick and has 

been broken through and looks into an adjacent area which in turn has another opening 

leading under the entrance hall. There therefore appears to have been a number of rooms 

below the station, but most have been blocked.  

 

The significance of the west basement is largely historic and archaeological. The numerous 

blockings merit further investigation, particularly as this is possibly the least altered part of 

the 1842 station. No plans showing alterations whether intended or carried out, show 

alterations to the Porter’s Cellar. Although it is in poor condition, this is reversible, although 

its condition was noted in 2004 and there has been no progress in arresting decay.1 There 

may be merit in ensuring that it is conserved, but not restored as it provides an interesting 

and slightly spooky insight into the station’s early history, the life of the porter or the night 

watchman and its associations with ghostly goings on.  

 

Features which 
contribute towards 
significance 

Nature, level and extent  of 
interest 

Image or note 

Whole basement 
complex 

Considerable archaeological 
interest because it represents the 
least altered part of the 1842 
station. Special interest relates to 
evidence of room layout and 
function such as cupboards, 
larders, chimney breast & blocked 
openings 

 

                                                
1
 University of York Condition Survey 
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Trap door  Limited archaeological & 
historic interest. The opening, its 
location and the trap door as they 
provide evidence for how the 
station operated. Links with the 
ghost story. Stored in the 
basement and replaced with a 
glass door. 

 
External door  Appears to be a 19

th
 century door 

so considerable historic, 
archaeological and architectural 
interest. Blocked on the inside. 

 
External window Some survival behind boarding so 

possibly of some architectural 
interest. 

If requires replacing, the new window 
should be to match existing to protect 
external symmetry. 

Evidence of lath and 
plaster 

Limited archaeological interest 

 
 

Opportunities and threats 

The basement is in poor condition. This is a threat because there is inadequate ventilation 

causing damp. The room is also a missed opportunity. One part is viewed from the station 

platform through a glass trap door, but the rest conveys the life of the porter and represents 

a relatively intact room. It is also an opportunity to understand how once relatively 

comfortable domestic spaces become unpleasant dank places unfit for human habitation. As 

the room where the North Road Station ghost was seen, it is also of interest to visitors and 

children in particular. It is not recommended that this room be restored, although it could be 

restored as a Porter’s Cellar, but conserved and made safe with access re-established from 

the exterior for limited visitor numbers and school trips by appointment. This would require 

removing redundant piping and any other hazards, conserving and unblocking the window, 

re-establishing ventilation, unblocking the door, introducing safety lighting and a bench 

opposite the chimney breast for sitting and contemplating the prospect of a ghostly visitation.  
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B5-6 East basement - Boiler Room 

This is located beneath the original 1842 Station building and has a wooden trap door on the 

platform, and arched doorway leading to below the platform and to the railway line. Foot 

access was from the platform, down well worn stone steps. The door into the cellar from the 

platform is a typical Victorian four panel door which matches others used along the platform. 

The cellar consists of one room with partitions which form cupboards. The cellar walls are 

constructed of brick and plastered, however stone is used at the junction with the platform 

door. Two windows face south to the station front but there appears to have been no direct 

access from the outside. The room is mostly used for plant machinery today and the floors 

are damp and mouldy with foul water lying on the floors. Poor condition of the basement was 

noted in 20042 and remains the same in 2014.  

 
Figure 1. Plan of the East basement with features of heritage interest 

 

Features which 
contribute towards 
significance 

Nature, level and extent  of 
interest 

Image or note 

Whole basement 
complex 

Considerable archaeological 
interest because it represents 
the least altered part of the 1842 
station. Special interest relates to 
evidence of openings which can 
help to reconstruct room 
functions.  

 

Trap door  Limited archaeological & 
historic interest. The opening & 
its location provide evidence for 
how the station operated.  

 

                                                
2
 Condition survey by University of York 
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Door to platform Considerable architectural 
interest. Although this is a 
standard four panel door, it 
matches all the others along the 
platform and so represents a 
typical Victorian style and 
harmonises the appearance of 
the rooms when seen from the 
platform side. 
 

 
Steps to cellar Limited historic interest – worn 

steps marking the footsteps of 
previous railway men. Possibly 
already turned to extend life. Not 
well finished as in a hidden part 
of the station 

 
Arched opening to 
tunnel under 
platform (not 
accessed) 

Some archaeological & limited 
historic interest. The opening 
and its location provide evidence 
for how the station operated. 
Now blocked and with plant 
located in front of it. Asbestos 
hazard. Noted to be in 
reasonable condition in 2004 
Condition Survey. This also 
noted a timber stair in the tunnel 
which was affected by damp 
from the floors – not seen. 

 



Archaeo-Environment Ltd for Darlington Borough Council 2014   9 
 

External windows Blocked, but limited 
architectural interest because 
they are limited in any external 
view as basement windows, but 
may be important in ensuring 
that the basement is better 
ventilated to help protect it 
against damp and mould. Inside, 
the windows are blocked with 
shutters so it is not clear to what 
extent they survive. The bars are 
secondary and of no special 
interest. 

 
Floors Some archaeological interest. 

The floors have different 
surfaces in different parts of the 
basement either representing 
different functions or different 
phases of replacement. 

 
Stone slab with hole A stone slab with a central hole. 

This may have been used 
elsewhere on site to support a 
light fitting, column or vertical 
post, but was possibly brought 
down to the cellar to provide a 
dry surface on otherwise wet 
floors. Limited archaeological 
interest. 

 
Additional support 
for chimney 

A stack of stones set into the wall 
to presumably provide additional 
support for a now disused 
chimney breast above (in baby 
change Room G19). May require 
advice from structural engineer 
to assess stability. Limited 
archaeological interest. 
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Cupboard at foot of 
stairs 

Remains of a cupboard recess at 
foot of stairs, now reused for 
plant machinery. The wall is 
made of plastered brickwork and 
there is a stone threshold. 
Limited archaeological interest 
because it provides evidence of 
previous uses. 

 
 

Opportunities and threats 

The basement is in poor condition caused by inadequate ventilation and moisture ingress. Its 

use for plant machinery is a reasonable use for this area, but the source of the moisture and 

damp requires further investigation. There is nothing here that should be retained at all 

costs, although the arched passage to the rail tracks should be retained as a visible feature 

and the timber stairs retained if still in situ. Similarly the stone steps should be retained, but 

may required conservation for ease of use. They should not be encased in non breathable 

materials however. If the flooring is dug up to investigate the damp, the distribution of the 

current paving mixes should be recorded and mapped as this may provide information on 

previous uses and room configuration. 
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Figure 10. Ground plan of the station’s ground floor. Numbering of the rooms reflects that used in a condition survey of 2004. 
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Ground Floor 

Room G1 (and G2). Gentlemen’s room and W.C/ Paint Store/ Store 

 

This room dates to one of the extensions of the station which were carried out between 

1855-7 and so is not part of the original 1842 structure. The OS 1855 map shows the lean-to 

shed already in place here, but this range of rooms had not been built by that date (1st ed OS 

25 inch). It is not clear if the sheds were built with the existing back wall and the rooms 

attached later, or if the lean-tos were constructed with another back wall which was 

subsequently replaced. This information should be available beneath the roughcast. 

 

Figure 2. The 1855 survey for the OS shows the lean to sheds but no buildings to the south 
 

In 1864 it was a toilet for Gentlemen (Chester 2010) and one of the two cubicles for the WC 

(G2) remains in the corner of the room (now a cupboard) complete with a hole in the 

stonework for the water closet pipe and a small rectangular opening above the door – 

possibly to allow some daylight in or for ventilation. The adjacent window is not located 

centrally to allow for the W.C to sit in the corner; therefore the layout of the room appears to 

be original to its design. The 1864 plans depict a proposed and existing layout and the room 

was annotated with a partition down the centre. There is no evidence for this in the room 

today. In 1874 it was being used as a paint store and still being used as such by 1969 (ibid). 

The 1874 plans suggest that there may have been a partition or shelving running along the 

west wall. In 2010 it was used as a store and it remains as such today.  

The room is suffering from water penetration which is resulting in cracked plasterwork and 

potential damage to the accessions which are stored here. This was also noted in a 

condition survey of 20043 when it was used as a store for Darlington Archery Club. The 

plasterwork appears to be modern and of no special interest. The four panel door has been 

                                                
3
 By University of York 
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strengthened with security sheeting on the inward side to protect the room from vandalism. 

However the original four panels are still visible externally. 

The room was surrounded by other buildings now demolished. To the west was a building to 

store ashes. To the north west was the Timekeeper’s building and immediately outside to the 

north was another store – presumably a later addition, but shown on plans dating to 1874. 

  

Figure 11. Left: the room as depicted on the 2
nd

 ed OS map of 1897-8. Right: the room as depicted on the 3
rd

 ed 
OS map of 1915 

 

 

Figure 3. 1864 plan showing the proposed and existing layout with two toilet cubicles and possibly some urinals 
along the west wall 
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Figure 4. The room in the late 19
th

 century when used as a Painter’s Store. One WC cubicle was retained and a 
partition may have run along the west wall (possibly shelving for paint?). Note the other buildings to the west and 
north, now demolished, but the boundary wall which slopes at an angle survives as does part of the foundation of 
the ash store. The only evidence for the timekeeper’s hut is some scarring on the rusticated pillar which 
terminates the platform 

 

Features which 
contribute towards 
significance 

Nature, level and extent  of 
interest 

Image or note 

Room layout with 
WC cubicle in corner 

Limited archaeological interest 
because it relates to the original 
office use of the room, but is not 
much altered. Some historic 
interest because it relates to the 
original use of the room.  
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Four panel door into 
the room 

Considerable architectural 
interest. It is important to the 
appearance of the station that all 
doors facing platforms are 
matching. Safety panel and 
modern handle of no interest.  

 
Window Considerable architectural 

interest. Now blocked internally, 
its significance relates to the 
external appearance on the 
south elevation where it should 
retain its original form in order to 
retain symmetry. 

 
Evidence of WC 
fitting (fitting for 
water pipe from 
cistern to bowl) 

Limited archaeological interest 

 
Opening into WC Limited archaeological interest 
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Opportunities and threats 

The water penetration into the room needs addressing. The configuration of the room is 

original to the 1855-7 build and should only be altered if the benefits outweighed the harm. 

Any alterations to the original layout or removal of plaster should be archaeologically 

recorded. 

Room G3 – Engineer’s Office/Room T/ Darlington Model Railway Club workshop/museum 

store 

 

Figure 12. Location of G3 

 

This is part of the 1855-7 extension and at that time was used as an Engineer’s office; it is 

likely that it remained as an Engineer’s office for much of its railway use as no such function 

was ever moved elsewhere (Chester 2010). It had a fireplace on the east wall; the chimney 

breast survives, but if any fireplace survives it cannot be seen because of shelving. However 

the position of the shelving hard against the chimney breast suggests strongly that no 

fireplace has survived.  The floor is of concrete. In 1969 it was simply known as Room ‘T’, in 

2004 it was used as a workshop by Darlington Model Railway Club and in 2010 it was a 

museum store (Chester 2010) and it remains as such today.    

 

Figure 5. 1864 plan 
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Features which 
contribute 
towards 
significance 

Nature, level and extent  of 
interest 

Image or note 

Room layout  Limited archaeological 
interest because it relates to 
the original office use of the 
room, but is not much altered. 
Some historic interest 
because it relates to the 
original use of the room. 
Original layout. Original 
layout (apart from opening to 
G4) 

 

Chimney breast 
(fireplace appears 
not to survive) 

Limited archaeological 
interest because it relates to 
the original office use of the 
room. 

 
Original vent (north 
wall) 

Limited architectural 
interest, but important to 
retain unblocked to ensure 
that breathability is also 
retained. 

 
Four panel door 
into the room 

Considerable architectural 
interest. It is important to the 
appearance of the station that 
all doors facing platforms are 
matching. Safety panel and 
modern handle of no interest.  
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Window Considerable architectural 
interest. Now blocked 
internally, its significance 
relates to the external 
appearance on the south 
elevation where it should 
retain its original form in order 
to retain symmetry. 

 
Opening into G4 A later addition of no interest 

 
 

Opportunities and threats 

The water penetration into the room needs addressing. The configuration of the room is 

original to the 1855-7 build and should only be altered if the benefits outweighed the harm. 

Any alterations to the original layout or removal of plaster should be archaeologically 

recorded. 

Room G4 – Police Superintendent’s Office/ Plant Room/PO Store/ Darlington Model Railway 

Club workshop/ museum store  

This is part of the 1855-7 extension and was used as a Police Superintendent’s office by 

1864, although annotations on the plan suggest it had an earlier function, but is now illegible 

(see fig 5). It had a fireplace on the west wall with a shared chimney with room G3; this 

survives but is obscured by accessions in storage. What is visible consists of a painted brick 

surround and hearth. In 1969 it was a P.R (Plant Room?) and P.O (Post Office?) Store and 

in 2004 it was used as a workshop by the Darlington Model Railway Club. In 2010 it was a 

museum store (Chester 2010) and it remains as such today.  
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Figure 13. Location of Room G4 

 

Features which 
contribute 
towards 
significance 

Nature, level and extent  of 
interest 

Image or note 

Room layout  Limited archaeological 
interest because it relates to 
the original office use of the 
room, but is not much altered. 
Some historic interest 
because it relates to the 
original use of the room. 
Original layout. 

 

Fireplace Considerable architectural 
interest and archaeological 
interest because it relates to 
its original office use and is 
one of the few decorative 
features to survive of this 
date.  

 
Four panel door to 
platform 

Considerable architectural 
interest. It is important to the 
appearance of the station that 
all doors facing platforms are 
matching. Safety panel of no 
interest. 

 
 

Opportunities and threats 

The water penetration into the room needs addressing. The configuration of the room is 

original to the 1855-7 build and should only be altered if the benefits outweighed the harm. 

Any alterations to the original layout or removal of plaster should be archaeologically 
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recorded. The fireplace should be retained as it one of only a relatively few to survive and 

they contribute towards our knowledge of staff hierarchy and office use.  

 

Figure 6. Late 19
th

 
century plan with 
room numbers. Note 
G5 which has a 
fireplace on one side 
of a wall only and a 
blocked opening in 
that wall suggesting 
that it was an end 
wall. Therefore the 
join between G5 and 
G4 may relate to 
different phases. 

 

 

 

 

Room G5 – Porters’ Room/ refreshment’s room/ P.R/ P.O Store/ Ambulance Room/ 

Darlington Model Railway Club store/ museum store 

This is part of the 1855-7 range, but may have been designed as an end room briefly 

because the chimney breast was single sided and a small blocked window appears on 

undated plans of the late 19th century. It is not shown on the 1855 plan by the OS and so 

must post date it. A fireplace does survive in this room but is almost completely hidden 

behind storage. It was a Porter’s Room in 1864; presumably the place to find a porter rather 

than the earlier mess room in the basement (B1-4). The 1864 plans suggest that its earlier 

use was as an exit, however it is not clear how this worked, but may help to explain its end 

wall status – perhaps travellers were briefly guided through here in order to exit the station, 

although this seems unlikely, even for 3rd class as it is some distance from the main 

platform. If this was an exit, then the present window would have to have been a door. In 

1899 it was used as a refreshment’s room and in 1969 it was a P.R (Plant Room?) and PO 

(Post Office?) Store. A sign above the door today suggests that it was an Ambulance Room 

as some stage.  In 2004 it was used as a store for Darlington Model Railway Club and in 

2010 it was a museum store (Chester 2010) which it remains today. Walls covered in 

modern plasterboard of no interest. 
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Figure 14. Location of Room G5 

 

Figure 7. 1864 plan with annotation reading ‘present exit’ 

 

Features which 
contribute 
towards 
significance 

Nature, level and extent  of 
interest 

Image or note 

Room layout  Some archaeological 
interest because it may help 
to ascertain any earlier 
function such as a station 
exit.  

 

Fireplace Considerable architectural 
interest and archaeological 
interest because it relates to 
its original office use and is 
one of the few decorative 
features to survive of this 
date.  

Hidden behind shelving 
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Four panel door to 
platform 

Considerable architectural 
interest. It is important to the 
appearance of the station that 
all doors facing platforms are 
matching. Safety panel of no 
interest. 

 
Ambulance station 
sign 

Some historic interest as it 
provides evidence of earlier 
use – although this is not 
supported in any plans 

See above 

Blocked window/ 
west wall 

Not seen, but may be 
evidence of phasing so of 
some archaeological 
interest. 

 

 

Opportunities and threats 

The configuration of the room appears to have its origins in 1864 if not before and should 

only be altered if the benefits outweighed the harm. Any alterations to the original layout or 

removal of plaster, especially on the west or south walls, should be archaeologically 

recorded.  The fireplace should be retained as it one of only a relatively few to survive and 

they contribute towards our knowledge of staff hierarchy and office use.  

Room G6 – Lamp room/ D.O.M.E Inspector/ Ken Hoole Archive  

This room was used as a Lamp Room in 1864 (see fig 7). This was where oil hand, signal 

and platform lamps were filled and trimmed before gas was introduced (Biddle 2011, 17). It 

had a fireplace on the east wall shared with G7 and this survives including its wooden 

surround, stone hearth and grate and basket, but all are hidden behind shelving which sits 

on the hearth. In 1969 it was used by the D.O.M.E (District Outdoor Machine Engineer) 

Inspector and by 2010 it housed the Ken Hoole Archive for the museum (Chester 2010) 

which it still does today. It has a four panel door on to the platform, but this is not currently 

used and access is obtained via the adjacent office (G7) via another four panelled door. No 

other features are visible because of the storage. There is evidence of water penetration 

from the roof. The walls are covered with modern plasterboard of no interest. 
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Figure 15. Location of Room G6 

 

Features which 
contribute 
towards 
significance 

Nature, level and extent  of 
interest 

Image or note 

Room layout  Limited archaeological 
interest because it relates to 
the original office use of the 
room, but is not much altered. 
Some historic interest 
because it relates to the 
original use of the room. 
Opening to adjacent office not 
original. 

 

Fireplace Considerable architectural 
interest and archaeological 
interest because it relates to 
its original office use and is 
one of the few decorative 
features to survive of this 
date.  

 
Four panel door to 
platform (not seen 
– hidden behind 
boards) 

Considerable architectural 
interest. It is important to the 
appearance of the station that 
all doors facing platforms are 
matching. Safety panel of no 
interest. 
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Four panel door to 
Room G7 

No interest. There was no 
opening here originally so the 
door must be a replacement. 
However it retains the 
distinctive four panel type 
used elsewhere and this 
contributes towards its 
architectural interest. 

 
 

Opportunities and threats 

The water penetration into the room needs addressing as a matter of urgency as the room 

contains paper archives easily damaged by water (the same water damage appears to have 

been noted in 2004).4 The configuration of the room is original to the 1855-7 build and 

should only be altered if the benefits outweighed the harm. Any alterations to the original 

layout or removal of plaster should be archaeologically recorded. 

The fireplace should be retained as it one of only a relatively few to survive and they 

contribute towards our knowledge of staff hierarchy and office use.  

 

Room G7- outhouses?/Porters’ room/ private room/ sitting room/ D.O.M.E store/ office 

This also forms part of the 1855-7 extension, but incorporates part of the 1853 building 

shown within a curved wall on the OS 1855 plan which consisted of small rooms or 

outhouses. These were presumably demolished and rebuilt, however the north wall 

protrudes slightly from the rest of the range and its thickness (based on modern and late 19th 

c plans is thicker than the 1855-7 range but the same as the earlier building to the east. It 

respects the 1853 line and so appears to be the 1853 wall left in place. However the west 

and south walls were completely rebuilt. In 1864 it functioned as a private room with access 

via a bookstall outside on the platform (now gone), but the same plans also refer to this as 

being the ‘present Porter’s Room’ (see fig 7). In 1899 it was used as a sitting room and in 

1969 it was used as a D.O.M.E Store. In 2010 when the building was a museum, it was used 

as an office (Chester 2010). 

 

Figure 16. Location plan of Room G7 

                                                
4
 University of York Condition Survey 
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Figure 8. Location of room G7 before it was built 

 

The south 8/8 sliding sash window retains shutters, although their finish suggests that they 

are replacement shutters. The room also has a surviving fireplace on the west wall (shared 

chimney breast with Room G6). This fireplace is more ornate and delicate than those in 

rooms further to the west including the adjacent room (G6) suggesting that its private room 

status of 1864 or sitting room of 1899 required a higher decorative order. This room also has 

surviving skirting boards which may also relate to its private or sitting room status. 

 

Figure 17. Detail of a plan from c.1897+ with room numbers added - west side only 
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Features which 
contribute 
towards 
significance 

Nature, level and extent  of 
interest 

Image or note 

Four panel door to 
platform 

Considerable architectural 
interest. External 
appearance needs to retain 
this form in order to retain the 
harmonised appearance of 
doorways along the platform 

 
Fireplace  Considerable architectural 

interest. A domestic form 
that relates to either its 
private room or sitting room 
status. 

 
Skirting board Some architectural interest. 

Gives the room a more 
domesticated appearance 
than the storage rooms to the 
west.  
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Window and 
shutters 

Considerable architectural 
interest. Shutters are 
possible replacements but 
match original forms. Possibly 
original catch, but lifters 
missing. 

 
Door to G6 No interest. There was no 

opening here originally so the 
door must be a replacement. 
However it retains the 
distinctive four panel type 
used elsewhere and this 
contributes towards its 
architectural interest. 

 
 

Opportunities and threats 

The fireplace should be retained as it one of only a relatively few to survive and they 

contribute towards our knowledge of staff hierarchy and room use. Similarly the 8/8 sashes 

are important to the external appearance of the building and the shutters not only have 

architectural interest, but provide insulation. The room has been altered as part of the 

extension to the station, and additional openings provided to create access into G6 and G8. 

It is therefore possible that other alterations could be made to the configuration of the room 

without detriment to the whole site’s significance. However any future alterations should eb 

archaeologically recorded. 
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Room G8 – Yard/ bedroom/passage/refreshment’s room/kitchen (scullery, coals and W.C)/ 

D.O.M.E storekeeper/ study centre 

 

Figure 18. Location of Room G8 

 

This much altered, but archaeologically interesting room may have been part of the original 

1842 building or at the latest an extension of 1853. The layout of the OS 1855 plan can also 

be discerned as an ‘existing’ layout on the 1864 plan and can be recognised in an undated 

plan of about the late 19th century when the room functions had altered. This early layout is 

wholly different to the present day one and consists of a yard and a bedroom linked by a 

passage. Another bedroom was located to the east where room G9 is now. So the rooms 

which were located on the site of the present day G8, 9 and the west side of G10 all formed 

a collection of domestic housing consisting of two bedrooms, a yard, and a sitting room. 

Interestingly, G8 is considered to be west of the limits of the 1842 build while G9 and 10 are 

within the 1842 build. It begs the question whether the limits of the 1842 station included G8 

and so extended further west than generally accepted. 

Each bedroom had a fireplace and all were linked by the passage. The domestic scene was 

completed by a sitting room where G10 is now. This is the layout that can be seen on the 

1855 OS plan too which lends credibility to the c.1864 plan which has a number of 

discrepancies in other areas. If the plan is to be believed, then these are earlier uses for this 

space and so it could not have been the refreshments room of 1845 as has been suggested 

elsewhere (Chester 2010). Indeed an old refreshments room is shown to the east on the 

west side of where G11 is now (part of the present day reception area and gift shop.  

The presence of two bedrooms, a yard and even a sitting room (see G9 and 10) suggests 

that these rooms were accommodation for staff working at the station. The 1851 census sets 

out some suggestions. At that time the Station Master was George Stephenson and his 

address was given as Railway Cottage where he lived with his wife and three children. Was 

Railway Cottage part of the station?  Possibly not, because there were two Railway Cottages 

in the vicinity; one to the east near the NER Goods Station and another to the north west 

beyond Kitching’s Foundry (OS 1st ed 1855). A significant number of staff lived at High 

Terrace but this was presumably one of the new rows of houses springing up in the 

neighbourhood. Finally there was one family living at ‘Stockton Railway’ and another at 

‘Stockton Railway Station’.5  Living at the Stockton Railway Station address was 47 year old 

Lucy Milner who ran the refreshment rooms. She lived at the station with her sister Clara 

Neville and her niece Clara Louisa Neville and a 16 year old servant. The family with the 

address Stockton Railway consisted of 62 year old George Combes who was a horse feeder 

                                                
5
 This does refer to North Road because it is the Darlington census. 
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and his nephew John Hildreth, a railway clerk6 and his niece and daughter. It is therefore 

most likely that the accommodation was for Lucy Milner and her family so that she was on 

site to run the refreshment rooms, although in days of overcrowding, it is possible that both 

families squeezed in.    

 

 

Figure 9. Plan of c.1864 showing the ‘Refreshment Room’ with the words ‘present yard’, ‘present bedroom’ and 
‘present bedroom’ written in a lighter script with room outlines also showing a ‘present passage’ to the north. The 
approximate position of the present day room, now part of the Ken Hoole Study Centre, is shown in a solid red 
line. The dashed lines represent earlier layouts shown on this plan that coincide with the OS 1855 plan giving the 
1864 plan added credibility as a record of early configurations 

 

The c.1864 plan shows that the bedroom and yard were demolished to form a new 

refreshment’s room while retaining the linking passage to the north. Another plan which 

appears to post date 1897 shows the same layout but the area once occupied by a yard was 

                                                
6
 John had lived at the old station as a boy when his father Thomas worked as a railway clerk in 1841. 

The name is difficult to discern. It could be Hilduth or Hilswith 
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now the west side of a kitchen with cubicles or cupboards for coals, a scullery and a W.C.7 A 

small partition wall was located next to the door to protect the kitchen from incoming 

draughts when people entered. A stump of this may still be present,8 but when compared to 

the OS plan of 1855 it appears to be on the same line as the wall that divided the coals, 

scullery and W.C from the main kitchen area and indeed was also a yard wall in the earliest 

configuration of all. There is therefore the tantalising possibility that some of the original 

fabric survives behind the modern plasterwork.  

There was no access into the kitchen from the station platform direct, although access was 

possible via the book stall on the platform into the passage that linked the dining room and 

kitchen. It would appear that kitchen staff accessed the kitchen directly from a door leading 

from the station front.  

In 1969 it was used for the D.O.M.E storekeeper and in 2010 it was the Ken Hoole Study 

Centre (Chester 2010) and it remains in use as such today. 

In addition to the partition or screen wall in the 19th century kitchen, there are other survivals 

in this room. The two openings shown on the late 19th century plans are the same two in the 

room today; one 8/8 sliding sash window set within a deep architrave and a door leading to 

the station frontage immediately outside the W.C. The external four panel door in place 

today is a replacement because historic images pre-dating the restoration of 1974 show this 

as a 1930s door complete with letter box. The window is substantially complete with a full set 

of shutters and closing bar. The window ledge is interesting as it is curved to create a small 

bay. It is not clear why this is the case, but a similar arrangement can be found in G10 and 

G11 which are part of the 1842 building (Children’s Activity Room).  

A linking passage along the north gave a direct access into G9 which was a dining room. 

This is now blocked and there is no visible evidence of it, but it is remembered by archive 

staff (Leona White-Hannant pers comm.). The ceiling has roof lights in it and this might 

relate to the room’s use as a kitchen when as much natural light as possible was required. 

Similarly the top opening vent above the door may also be a kitchen fitting in order to let 

steam out, and this appears to be original. Another relic fragment of building survives in the 

NE corner of the present day study room - a painted over stump on the wall is a chimney 

support.  

The room has a modern RSJ cutting across it N-S. The reason this additional support is 

required can be seen from the south where the roof dips. The location of the dip is where a 

wall once existed that divided the bedroom from the yard and so it must have had a 

structural function overlooked when turning the space over to a refreshment’s room between 

1864 and 1897.  

                                                
7
 Chester 2010 has misread the plans to read coats, jewellery and a W.C. 

8
 The wall stump is hollow and simply made of plasterboard, but may encase some wall fabric 
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Plate 4. The dip in the roof can be discerned right of the rooflight. This is above the site of a dividing wall between 
a bedroom and a yard and must have helped to support the roof before it was removed to form a refreshment’s 

room. The ceiling in the room is now supported by a RSJ.  

 

 

Figure 10. A plan of the late 19
th

 century (or later) showing the alterations to a kitchen with separate rooms for 
coals and a scullery with a W.C in the SW corner. The door to the south and the window remains and there is a 
stump left of the wall on the east side of the doorway, but everything else has been altered. The coal cupboard is 
now an access into the adjacent office (G7). The passage to the NE is blocked. The fireplaces and chimney 
breast is lost. The scullery and W.C are lost. (Approx position of present day room in red) 
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Features which 
contribute 
towards 
significance 

Nature, level and extent  of 
interest 

Image or note 

Doorway and door 
to south elevation 

Limited archaeological 
interest as it relates to the 
use of the room as a kitchen 
and possibly as access to a 
yard before that, but the door 
is a replacement and of no 
special interest. 

 
Vent above door Some archaeological 

interest because it relates to 
the room’s use as a kitchen. 
Now blocked. 

 
Window, architrave 
and shutters 

Considerable architectural 
interest. Curved sill similar to 
that used in G10 and G11 
next door – all might be 
replacements of earlier 
smaller windows. 

 
Chimney breast Destroyed. Shown on 2004 

plan as intact. Scarring may 
be visible if plasterwork 
removed or shelving moved. 
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Wall stump Limited archaeological 
interest as evidence of 
earlier return which provided 
shelter to the kitchen when 
the door opened – however 
sounds hollow so may simply 
be to house electrical 
equipment. 

 
Wall stump Limited archaeological 

interest as a support for 
chimneys above  

 
Blocked access to 
dining room 

Remains of this blocking may 
be visible if plasterwork ever 
removed from walls at this 
point. Limited 
archaeological interest. 

See above 

Roof lights Possibly date to the use of 
this room as a kitchen (late 
19

th
 c?). Limited 

archaeological interest, 
considerable historic 
interest. 

 
Flooring Timber flooring of limited 

archaeological interest 
 

S&DR ceramic wall 
plaque on external 
wall 

Considerable historic 
interest – standard plaque 
used on all S&DR properties 
in the 1850s. The letter 
relates to the line and the 
number to the property. Very 
few survive. 

 
Whole room below 
ground and walls 

Considerable 
archaeological interest -  
the fabric and the ground 
beneath may have evidence 
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of these early bedrooms, yard 
and sitting room. 
Considerable historic interest 
as it may be possible to tie in 
the evidence with archival 
information from the census 
and trade directories 

 

Opportunities and threats 

A room which is much altered may be less intact, but its archaeological interest increases. 

New plasterwork and no previous recording of the fabric prior to these alterations have 

resulted in missing features and loss of evidence. However in general terms the room is 

much altered and so that does not preclude further alterations, but a number of features 

should be retained. The windows, architraves and shutters are significant not just because 

they reflect the original design of the station but to ensure that the station front retains its 

symmetry and harmony of design. The vent above the old kitchen door and the roof lights 

also contribute towards our future understanding of room functions and so are of historic 

interest, but could be altered if recorded first. The S&DR plaque outside should be retained 

because so many are now lost. The walls are likely to contain much of archaeological 

significance but this is currently hidden behind modern plasterwork. Any future alterations 

should be accompanied by archaeological recording.   

Room G9 – bedroom, passage/refreshment’s room/ dining room/ D.O.M.E store/ Edward 

Pease Room  

This room is also much altered and is within the 1842 building. It appears to have been part 

of G8 and was another bedroom with a fireplace and access to a linking passageway to the 

north and so was part of the domestic accommodation described above (G8).  In 1864 it was 

part of the new Refreshment’s Room, but an entire wall was moved to form the new layout.  

 

Figure 11. Location plan of Room G9 (Edward Pease Room) 
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Figure 12. Approximate position of the present day room shown in red over a plan of 1864 which appears to 
show earlier configurations; in this case the room was a bedroom and part of the north passageway (staff 

accommodation) and was due to be turned into part of a newly located refreshment’s room. 

 

The doorway into G10 appears to date to around this time. The window on the north wall 

was in position by 1864 too but may have been inserted earlier. However in 1864 it looked 

into the linking passageway which ran across the north end of the room and the adjacent 

kitchens. This window today has some interesting features. It retains its deep architraves 

and window shutters with diagonal bar and below there is a cupboard with double two 

panelled doors. Such a cupboard would not be out of place in a refreshment’s room or a 

dining room, but fetching things in and out of the cupboard when the north passage was in 

place would have blocked the passage. 

Undated plans, possibly late 19th century show the room as a dining room retaining the 

passageway to the north. By 1920 the room was still a dining room again (still with a 

passageway to the north) but with a new opening to G10 where the refreshment’s room was 

(at that time). In 1969 it was a D.O.M.E store. By 2010 it was called the Edward Pease 

Room and furnished to reflect the interiors of Pease’s life. Elements which survive from the 

1855 OS plan might therefore include the north window, the door into G10, the chimney 

breast and the window. However the window seems very large for the size of the room, 

particularly when it was still subdivided to form a passage. The historic plans show a smaller 

gap and so this window might be a 19th century replacement. Other evidence may survive 

beneath the modern plasterboard. The fireplace appears to be Victorian but it is not clear if it 

was part of the 19th century fabric or brought in as part of the restoration.  
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Figure 13. Plans dating to around 1897 or later. The approximate position of G9 (The Edward Pease Room) is 
shown in red. The room also had a new access into the adjacent Refreshment’s Room.  

 

Figure 14. The recognisable planform from 1855 (OS 1
st
 ed) is still reflected in undated plans but thought to be 

late 19
th

 century This supports the theory that the earlier configuration shown on the 1864 plans is also pre 1855 

 

Features which 
contribute 
towards 
significance 

Nature, level and extent  of 
interest 

Image or note 

Doorway and four 
panel door to 
platform 

Considerable architectural 
interest. External 
appearance needs to retain 
this form in order to retain the 
harmonised appearance of 
doorways along the platform 

 
Doorway and four 
panel door to room 
G10 

Considerable 
archaeological interest. 
This doorway is shown on the 
1855 OS plan and is located 
on the passageway that 
linked this room with kitchen, 
dining room and refreshment 
rooms. Original handle? 
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Fireplace Significance unknown 
Position suggests it might be 
a later addition?  

 
Window and 
cupboard to 
platform 

Considerable architectural 
and some archaeological 
interest because of the 
contribution it makes towards 
the station platform, the 
additional light that it brings 
into the reception room and 
enhanced understanding of 
the passenger experience in 
Victorian and Edwardian 
times. An original pre-1855 
feature. 

 
Window to south Considerable architectural 

interest for the contribution it 
makes towards the south 
elevation. An original pre 
1855 feature 

 
Wall fabric and 
below ground 
remains 

Some archaeological 
interest. The walls may have 
evidence of an earlier central 
opening into the adjacent 
room and also possible 
evidence of earlier 
configurations of the two 
rooms G9 and 10. The 
ground beneath the floors 
may also contain evidence of 
the 1842 layout when it was a 
bedroom. 

 

Flooring Timber flooring possibly of 
limited archaeological 
interest 
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Attic opening Significance unknown. Its 
position would hamper the 
line of the partition wall that 
formed the linking corridor 
unless the partition was very 
thin timber panelling. 

 
 

Opportunities and threats 

A room which is much altered may be less intact, but its archaeological interest increases. 

New plasterwork and no previous recording of the fabric prior to these alterations has 

resulted in unclear levels of significance, but the mapping suggests that this room, along with 

G8 is very important in understanding the whole site significance of the station. However in 

general terms, the room is much altered and so that does not preclude further alterations; 

there is a long history of change here which provides a precedent. However in any future 

alterations a number of features should be retained. The windows, architraves and shutters 

are significant not just because they reflect the original design of the station but to ensure 

that the station front retains its symmetry and harmony of design. The window with a 

cupboard below is an insight into passenger life in the station, possibly very early in its 

evolution and appears to be a pre-1855 feature. The fireplace might be a replacement so its 

retention is not necessary, although it conveys the domesticity of a dining room or sitting 

room and the chimney breast should be retained as a pre-1855 feature. The door into room 

G10 is interesting because of its location as this may preserve the route of the passageway; 

the door is shown on the 1855 survey by the OS. It should therefore be retained. However if 

works are proposed in future, it is important that the fabric of the walls without plaster is 

recorded to better understand the evolution of the room and any ground disturbance should 

be preceded by archaeological evaluation. 

 

Room G10 – sitting room/ Ladies’ 1st class waiting room and steps to cellar/ refreshment’s 

room and passage/ present Children’s’ Activity Room) 

The room was within the 1842 building. The confusing plan of c.18649 shows that it was 

proposed as a Ladies’ 1st Class Waiting Room and had previously consisted of a sitting 

room with another ante-room to the north. This may have been part of the domestic 

accommodation described above (G8). This ante room has a stair access presumably down 

to the cellar which lies below and was the porter’s room at that time. The OS plan of 1855 

reflects this earlier layout and so supports the c.1864 plan’s record of the pre 1864 plan. A 

W.C for the use of 1st Class Ladies was located to the NW within what is now G11 (gift shop 

and reception). The 1864 plan suggests that it was at this stage that the west wall was 

removed and replaced with a new wall further to the east making this room smaller and G9 

bigger. A doorway was proposed in the NW corner leading into G9 and this remains today. 

In c.1897 the room was sub divided to form a refreshment’s room and a passage to the north 

joining this and the adjacent dining room, kitchens, and entrance hall.  Photos dating to 1925 

                                                
9
 The plan may have originated in 1864, but annotations suggest it was being used to plot alterations 

at later dates too. This means that the dates given here should be treated with caution and are 
subject to confirmation by archaeological recording 
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show a large sign for refreshments above the footbridge presumably directing travellers to 

here (see plate 23 of main report). 

 

Figure 19. Location plan of Room G10 

 

 

Figure 15. OS 1
st
 ed dated 1855 showing the plan form recorded as an earlier layout on the c.1864 plans – 

position of G10 shown. A flight of steps led to the cellar. 

 

 

Figure 16. Plan of c1864 showing approximate outline of room G10 over a confusing layer of room configurations 
and a repositioned west wall. This shows a window looking out to the platform which was not shown on later 
plans. The Georgian style door in the SE corner of the room could not have been in this position if these plans 
are accurate. It may have been reused from the earlier sitting room ante room. 
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Figure 17. A later plan showing the refreshment’s room without the older dividing wall, but a new north passage 
and doorway into the adjacent dining room. The north partition wall has since been taken down and the central 
access into the adjacent room (G9) is blocked. However the NW door remains. The SE door also remains into 

G11 and is a fine early door presumably from the 1842 build, but ex-situ. 

 

The surviving architecture in the room bears little relation to what has gone before. A very 

fine door and doorway with high relief moulding and a typically Georgian style links G10 and 

G11. However, if the plans are accurate, this door and doorway have been moved from 

elsewhere, because this wall had no door in it prior to about 1897 when it separated the 

Gentlemen’s 1st class W.C from the Ladies’ Waiting Room, but there is no evidence on the 

ground that it is ex-situ. However there were two rooms here and the door may have been 

moved from the separating wall and reused; we know that fixtures and fittings were 

frequently reused in the building. Once again, the plans throw up more questions than 

answers and only an examination of the room fabric without the plasterwork will clarify the 

evolution of the rooms.  

The window is substantially complete with a full set of shutters and closing bar. The window 

ledge is interesting as it is curved to create a small bay. It is not clear why this is the case, 

but it matches the window in G8 (Ken Hoole Study Centre) and G11.  
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Features which 
contribute 
towards 
significance 

Nature, level and extent  of 
interest 

Image or note 

Door and 
architrave into G11 

Considerable architectural 
interest because it is in a 
wide Georgian style with 
deep mouldings likely to be 
associated with the 1842 
station. However plans of 
c.1864 show no opening here 
and that would suggest it has 
been repositioned. It is 
important to clarify this before 
any alterations are made to 
this doorway and wall.  

 
Wall fabric Some archaeological 

interest. The walls may hold 
the key to the significance of 
the building and its evolution 
and clarify the reliability of the 
plans. However the west wall 
appears to be a partition and 
the stone wall is a little behind 
allowing services to be 
positioned against the wall 
which are accessed via a wall 
cupboard. The north wall 
should have evidence of the 
earlier access from the 
platform and the east wall of 
the present doorway to G11 
being inserted. 

 

Four panel door 
into G9 

Considerable 
archaeological interest. 
This doorway is shown on the 
1855 OS plan. Original 
handle?  
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Window, window 
architrave and 
shutters 

Considerable 
archaeological and 
architectural interest. 
Important to unify the 
frontage. Curved sill of 
interest and matches those in 
G11 and G8. 

 
Flooring Timber flooring of limited 

archaeological interest, but 
the floor beneath may be of 
considerable 
archaeological interest 

 

 

Opportunities and threats 

A room which is much altered may be less intact, but its archaeological interest increases. 

New plasterwork and no previous recording of the fabric prior to these alterations has 

resulted in unclear levels of significance. The plasterwork is modern and of no interest, but 

the fabric behind it has the potential to better inform the evolution of the building and the 

significance of its individual elements. There should be evidence of the north partition wall, 

the cellar access and the former opening into the dining room (G9).  In the meantime, the 

wide Georgian style doorway into G11 should be retained, but consideration could be given 

to moving it if required and the opening into G9 should be retained. Windows and window 

shutters should also be retained along with their distinctive sill.  

Room G11- toilets and refreshment’s room/ Gentlemen’s 1st class waiting room/ 1st class 

entrance and telegraph office/entrance/ Signal and Telegraph Linesmen/ exhibition space/ 

Reception, Gift Shop and Entrance 

This large room is part of the original 1842 building. Its form in 1842 is unknown, but the map 

of 1847 (Sowerby, see fig 2 in main report) suggests a very different configuration. The 1855 

OS plan is remarkably detailed and reflects Sowerby’s. It shows that it consisted of three 

rooms; one of which had been subdivided to separate the Ladies and Gents toilets which 

were located in the west room. The central part was the refreshment’s room prior to 1855 

and so it is likely that this was the location of the refreshment’s room referred to in 1845 

(Chester 2010) and managed by Lucy Milner in 1851. Indeed the plan shows that it was 

fitted out with a curved counter along the west side. The 1864 plan shows that this 

refreshment’s room was to become a Gentlemen’s 1st Class Waiting Room and the 

refreshment’s room would be moved to space ironically formerly forming part of Lucy 

Milner’s house. It is not clear if the fireplace on the east wall was constructed for the 

refreshment’s room or the Waiting room, but neither it nor the wall remains. 
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Figure 21. Location plan of Room G11 

 

 

Figure 18. Sowerby’s 1847 plan with approximate position of G11. The west side was toilets, the central part the 
refreshment’s room and the east part the telegraph office and 1

st
 class entrance. 

 

This plan also shows a 1st Class entrance into the station on the east side of G11 and a 

Telegraph Office. The east wall had a chimney breast but it is not clear if it also had a 

fireplace – the chimney breast was utilised by the next door room. In later years the entrance 

appears to have been used by all classes. However this plan also suggests that there was a 

proposal to extend into the portico to create a larger entrance area, but this was never 

carried out. The fact that the plan shows a proposal that was never implemented means that 

other annotations on the plans may also be proposed but not implemented.  

 



Archaeo-Environment Ltd for Darlington Borough Council 2014   44 
 

 

Figure 19. 1855 OS plan showing the area occupied by G11. This tallies approximately with the 1864 plan below 

 

Figure 20. Plan of c.1864 showing extent of existing G11. The same plans appear to propose extending the 
entrance to include the portico area and providing another portico – this never happened. 
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Figure 20. Ground plan of the central section dating to c.1897 (but the alterations to the station master’s office 
next door were still proposed in 1908 – see fig 21) 

 

Further alterations were proposed in the late 19th century. The area which had been 

occupied by toilets was now altered to accommodate stairs to the new footbridge built in 

1893. In doing so the footbridge blocked an existing window on the north wall. The creation 

of a staircase here to join the footbridge may have also necessitated the raising of the ceiling 

on the west side of the room and the evidence for this still exists. The subdividing walls were 

removed and one larger space created which formed a new large entrance way with access 

from the station front through double doors leading straight through to the platform via 

another set of double doors. This new larger room may have been fitted out with the wall 

panelling at this stage in order to unify it. Plans of 1908 helpfully set out the existing and the 

proposed layout at that time which suggests that the late 19th century layout was being 

retained. Photos dating to 1925 show a large sign for refreshments above the footbridge 

door on the north wall suggesting that this room may have been used for refreshments (see 

plate 25 of main report).  

 

Plate 5. Possible blocking of the former north window visible under the footbridge stairs.  
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In 1969 the west side was used as an entrance and the east side (the former 1st class 

entrance) was used as by Signal and Telegraph Linesmen. In 2004 the room was used for 

exhibition space and in 2010 it was used as the Reception, Gift Shop and Entrance (Chester 

2010). The window under the footbridge may have been blocked at about this time, but 

some stonework suggestive of a blocking can be discerned under the footbridge structure 

(but obscured by storage).  

 

Figure 21. Approximate location of G11 as shown on a proposed and existing plan of 1908 

 

Allowing for variations in the surviving plans, there do appear to be some constants in the 

architecture and these should be retained. There has always been an entrance door here 

and a corresponding exit on to the platform; the large entrance doors could therefore be 

original, although the 1855 plan shows narrower openings. The large double doors on to the 

platform have four panels each. They could be original but the use of four panels is more 

typical of slightly later periods of door design and they may date to the 1864 alterations as 

the 1864 plans show double doors at this point.   
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The plans agree that there were two windows looking south but the 1864 plan shows two 

windows looking south and another two looking north. There is evidence for one blocked 

north window under the stairs of the footbridge. The east side retains its original attic 

opening despite having a later floor added above, demolishing any attic space in the 

process. The south windows today are intact, fully shuttered (with cross bars) and set within 

architraves. The west window has a curved sill and panelling to match the windows in G10 

next door and G8 (Ken Hoole Study Centre and therefore part of a later extension). The east 

window is slightly different with no curved sill and a plainer base; both have different glazing 

bar profiles suggesting thay are different dates. It is tempting to suggest that this is because 

one was originally in a ladies toilet (the west one with a curved sill) and one was originally in 

the refreshment’s room (the east one).  

The panelling on the walls matches the windows, but it is unlikely to be original. Instead it 

must date to the late 19th century when the three rooms were amalgamated and used to 

unify the new layout.   However, it harmonises the room, provides Victorian character and 

also provided a robust surface in what was a high impact area when in use as an entrance 

area.   

 

Features which 
contribute 
towards 
significance 

Nature, level and extent  of 
interest 

Image or note 

Door and 
architrave into G10 

Considerable architectural 
interest because it is in a 
wide Georgian style with 
deep mouldings likely to be 
associated with the 1842 
station. However plans of 
c.1864 show no opening here 
and that would suggest it has 
been repositioned. It is 
important to clarify this before 
any alterations are made to 
this doorway and wall.  

 
West window Considerable architectural 

interest. Matches the 
windows in G8 (1853 
extension) and 10. 19

th
 c 8/8 

sashes. Potentially an original 
1842 feature and should be 
retained. Originally in the 
Ladies toilet 
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East window Considerable architectural 
interest, but loss of panelling 
to base – no curved sill. 19

th
 c 

8/8 sashes. Potentially an 
original 1842 feature and 
should be retained. Originally 
in the refreshment’s room. 

 
Portico entrance 
doors 

Considerable architectural 
and historic interest. 
Possibly 1842, but wide doors 
not shown on early maps of 
1855, but there was an 
opening here into the 
entrance. Their location and 
scale means that it is possible 
to reconstruct the movement 
of passengers through the 
station (glass doors of no 
interest) 

 

Platform exit doors Considerable architectural 
interest and as above. 
Shown on 1864 plans. 
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Blocking of former 
door to footbridge 
(stairs removed on 
this side) 

Limited archaeological 
interest 

 
Panelling around 
room 

Some architectural interest 
– harmonises the room and 
provides Victorian character, 
but not original. Dates to late 
19

th
 century.  

 
Flooring Timber floors of limited 

archaeological interest. 
Currently carpeted so not 
seen. 

 

Walls and ground 
beneath the floor 

Considerable 
archaeological interest. Will 
contain evidence of earlier 
configurations and blocked 
openings, especially the north 
wall 

 

Blocked north 
window – visible 
beneath footbridge 
stair 

Some archaeological 
interest 

 
  

Opportunities and threats 

A room which is much altered may be less intact, but its archaeological interest increases. 

New plasterwork and no previous recording of the fabric prior to these alterations has 

resulted in unclear levels of significance. The plasterwork is modern and of no interest, but 

the fabric behind it has the potential to better inform the evolution of the building and the 
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significance of its individual elements. The room proportions certainly reflect the use of the 

room from the late 19th century, but it does not reflect the station’s original layout. If 

alterations are proposed which involve sub-dividing this space, then this should be informed 

by a more detailed investigation of the phasing of the rooms as seen in the wall fabric now 

covered over. As this is intrusive, it would be more practical to retain the wall panelling, 

matching doors and windows which all complement each other and convey a distinctive 

Victorian character. 

The north wall is suffering from water ingress. This was the location of a W.C prior to 1864 

and there is a join with the footbridge on the other side of the wall and a blocked window. 

Water may be coming in through redundant plumbing, a poor join with the trainshed roof, or 

poor pointing with the footbridge junction.  

Room G12 -  Telegraph office/ booking office/ ticket counter/ station master’s office/General 

Waiting Room/Entrance/ reception, shop/ Audio Visual Room 

This room is part of the original 1842 building but is altered. Its form in 1842 is unknown but 

the 1855 OS plan suggests a subdivision of this area. In 1864 it still consisted of two rooms, 

but these were aligned north-south. The one to the south had (or was proposed to have) a 

bayed window and functioned as the Booking Office. The one to the north (platform side) 

was the proposed site for the Telegraph Office with a stove on the west wall utilising an 

earlier chimney breast; the more widespread use of the telegraph on the railways coinciding 

with the building of the new station in 1842. According to the 1864 plan the Telegraph Office 

had been previously located next door in G11.  

The bayed window appears in all historic plans but is not shown on early maps such as 

Sowerby 1847 and the 1st ed 25 inch OS map of 1855. The lack of a bayed window on the 

1855 plan is informative as in other respects, the plan is quite detailed and so we can 

conclude that the bayed window was not original. The 1864 plan is confusing as it proposes 

a much larger southwards extension to create another portico and a booking office was 

located behind a curved wall or counter roughly on the position of the present day bayed 

window. It shows a number of window options one of which is the present day bay (see 

figure 23 below) and so we can conclude that the bay window dates to sometime after 1864.  

 

Figure 22. Location plan of Room G12 in red.  
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Figure 22. OS plan of 1855 showing the approx extent of G12. Note the lack of a bay window.  

 

 

Figure 23. The 1864 plan showing the extent of the present day room G12 and in a dashed line the area thought 
to be a proposed extension into the portico, but never implemented. Three window options are shown in feint ink 
on this plan (highlighted in green); the present day bay window with two openings, a flat south wall with two 
windows looking south and the extended new bay never built with two central windows. A bay window is also 
shown as a replacement to the conventional window opening on the north wall – a blocked window opening can 
still be discerned on the platform side.  
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Figure 24. Approximate location of G12 as shown on the existing and proposed maps of 1908 
 

Considerable alterations were proposed to the south room in 1872 and in 1876 a spiral 

staircase was added outside on the platform and a first floor built above (F1-5 now). In 1897 

the north room was used as a Booking Office (the telegraphic functions having moved 

upstairs). The panelling may date to these alterations between the 1870s and 1897and must 

pre-date 1908, but the glazing was added in 1920 to bring in more light (see figure 25).10 

That confirms the late 19th century date for the panelling in the adjacent room G11 and so 

increasingly it appears as if there was a major modernisation in the late 19th century that has 

given us the distinctive character of the rooms that we are familiar with today. In 1908, the 

two rooms joined to form a Station Master’s Office and ticket turnstiles moved from the south 

bay window area to the east side. In 1920 the room became a General Waiting Room (and 

ticket turnstiles were installed on the island platform end of the footbridge (Chester 2010)) 

and the seating was moved from the Ladies’ Waiting Room (G24) and reinstalled in this new 

General Waiting Room in the bay windows and along the north wall. 

                                                
10

 In 1908 the panelling in the adjacent ticket office was cut into to form the ticket windows. 
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Figure 25. In 1920 the room was to be turned into a General Waiting Room with seats to be brought from the 
Ladies’ Waiting room and refixed in the bay window and along the north wall. The upper panels from the partition 
walls were removed and glass inserted to bring in more light. The annotations suggest that elements of the 
panelling was ‘refixed’, but it is not clear from where or how. The stove which had kept the room warm when it 
was the booking office and the station master’s office was still in place by 1920. 

 

By 1969 it became the Entrance. An internal flight of stairs was added around 1930 (CMP 

2004, 68), although the present ones may be replacements of 1974. These are of no interest 

and block the window looking out on to the platform shown on the historic plans and now 

hosting a stained glass window dating to 1992 and commemorating the 150th birthday of the 

station. In 2004 the room was the reception and shop and in 2010 it was used as the Audio 

Visual Room of the museum, but the display boards mask the bay windows and split up the 

room proportions.  
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Features which 
contribute 
towards 
significance 

Nature, level and extent  
of interest 

Image or note 

8/8 sashes to bay 
window 

Some architectural 
interest. A product of an 
1864 remodelling (or later) 
but is now a distinctive 
part of the well known 
south elevation. The 
windows could not be 
seen internally because of 
the displays, but externally 
they appear to be original 
19

th
 century ones. No 

evidence of seating moved 
here in 1920, but displays 
mask the area. 

 

Archway into AV 
room from G11 

Limited archaeological 
interest. The gap is 
closed by either a wall or a 
door on the 1897 plans. 
There is a gap in later 
plans. Part of the corner 
wall has been cut away. 
Beading was added to this 
opening in 1920, but there 
is no evidence of it now. 

 
Modern staircase No interest, replaces one 

from the 1930s 

 
Attic opening Some archaeological 

interest as it predates the 
1

st
 floor and may contain 

archaeological evidence in 
the gap between the 
ceiling and floor above 
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Window looking 
out to platform 

Blocked internally by 
modern stairs and display 
boards, but some historic 
interest and considerable 
architectural interest to 
platform side. Potential 
archaeological interest. 
The roll moulding was also 
used on doors in the 1857 
extension. Is a later 
addition. 

 
Evidence of 
blocked window 
on north wall 

Seen on pre 1864 plans. 
Now blocked but scarring 
visible on platform side of 
wall. Interior wall is 
plastered over. Some 
archaeological interest. 

 
Panelled partially 
glazed screens 
separating the 
booking office 

Panelling matches that in 
G11 and so may date to 
the same period, 1870s -
97?, but top panels 
removed and replaced 
with glazing in 1920. 
Some architectural 
interest. Evidence of 
panelling having been 
altered in places of limited 
archaeological interest. 

 
Flooring Timber floors of limited 

archaeological interest. 
Not seen as carpeted. 

 

Walls Some archaeological 
interest. Likely to contain 
evidence of earlier 
configurations behind the 
panelling. 
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Opportunities and threats 

This room is much altered since its original construction in 1842. Its present day character 

appears to be derived from the late 19th century. New plasterwork and no previous recording 

of the fabric prior to these alterations has resulted in unclear levels of significance, but some 

blocking of a north window can still be discerned externally. If alterations are proposed which 

involve the reconfiguration of the rooms, then this should be informed by a more detailed 

investigation of the wall fabric. Alternatively, the late 19th century features of the wall 

panelling (with 1920s glazing), bay window and the 1842 attic opening should be retained 

and future displays designed to better reveal their significance. This might include the 

reinstallation of seating in the bay window. The staircase is relatively unobtrusive at ground 

floor level, but would be less visually intrusive if the banisters were in visually permeable 

materials such as glass. This would also distinguish them from historic fabric. 

Room G13 – 2nd and 3rd class entrance/ general entrance 

This is part of the original 1842 station but its form at that time is not known. In 1864 it was 

the 2nd and 3rd class entrance. By 1876 it was used as a general entrance and in 1908 ticket 

windows and barriers were moved from the old booking office in the adjacent room (G12).  

 

Figure 26. c.1864 plan showing location of G13 

 

The wooden panelling on both sides of the hall must pre-date 1908 when the windows were 

relocated here because the iron screen had to have the panelling cut to make room for them. 

This confirms the dates assigned to the panelling in the adjacent rooms as late 19th century. 

The wall clock which also has a face on the platform side is not original. It first appeared on 

plans of 1908. It does not appear on the plans of c.1897, but there is a small square marked 

on the plans of c.1864 which could be the clock. However on the platform side, the wooden 

battons on the wall have been cut to accommodate the clock face, suggesting that the clock 

post dates the timberwork on the wall. The timberwork presumably dates to 1876 when the 

first floor was added and so the clock probably post dates 1876. The historic interest of this 

room is enhanced by the good historic plans which survive showing the modifications of the 

late 19th century and 1908 which gave the room its present day historic character. 
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Plate 6. The ticket office windows were relocated in 1908 into existing wall panelling which had to be cut to 
accommodate them. The clock is also a later addition. It is certainly on plans of 1908 and might be on plans of 
1864 (although these have later additions penned in), however the platform side shows that it had to be cut into 
existing woodwork, so post dates it. That woodwork may be associated with the construction of the first floor in 
1876 

 

Figure 23. Location plan of Room G13 

 

 

Figure 27. A plan of 1876 of the entrance with (later?) annotations marking the positions (proposed or existing) of 
a lift at the entrance (presumably for weighing parcels) and the clock 
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Figure 28. Plans as existing dating to 1908 show the corridor with the clock and lift, but no ticket barriers or 
windows  

 

Figure 29. Plan as proposed from 1908 showing the ticket office windows were being relocated from the old 
booking office in G12 and the barriers were also being moved from the old ticket counter   
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Figure 30. 1908 section showing refixing of ticket windows and barriers 

 

 

Plate 7.  The entrance hall in the 1950s-60s (photo: Directorate of Works and Buildings Air Ministry) 

  

 

 

DO NOT 

REPRODUCE 
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Features which 
contribute 
towards 
significance 

Nature, level and extent  of 
interest 

Image or note 

Ticket barriers 
moved to present 
position in 1908, 
but may date to 
1864 or later 

Considerable architectural 
and historic interest 

 
Ticket windows 
inserted into earlier 
panelling from 
earlier booking 
office 

Considerable architectural, 
archaeological and historic 
interest 

 
Panelled walls with 
glazing to top. 
Presumably 
glazing added in 
1920 when it was 
also added in G12 

Considerable architectural, 
archaeological and historic 
interest 

 
Flooring Exposed timber of 

considerable architectural 
interest 
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Clock. Possibly on 
plan of 1864 but 
definitely on plans 
of 1908 and as an 
annotation of 
unknown date on 
1876 plans. 
Probably post 
dates first floor 
construction of 
1876. 

Considerable historic 
interest and some 
architectural interest (both 
sides).  

 
Entrance door A double door with one side 

hinged vertically to allow the 
door to fold, but now with a 
bar to prevent folding – 
considerable architectural 
and historic interest and 
limited archaeological 
interest 

 
Platform door A double door with one side 

hinged vertically to allow the 
door to fold – considerable 
architectural and historic 
interest 

 
Skirting board Unifies the timberwork and 

protects the plaster; also 
provides historic character to 
the room. Limited 
architectural and some 
historic interest 

See above 

 

Opportunities and threats 

This room survives intact from its 1908 layout and there is evidence for its form before the 

ticket windows were moved from the adjacent room. Survival of historic architectural 

elements is good and these should retained. The room is an exceptional entrance and 

consideration should be given to reusing it as such. This room is highly sensitive to change. 
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Room G14 – parcel office and Gentlemen’s 1st Class Waiting Room/ Parcels’ Office and First 

Class Waiting Room/ Parcels’ Office, Lobby, Booking Office, Telegraph and Left Luggage 

This large room was two separate rooms in 1864. Its layout in 1842 is unknown, but the 

1855 OS map also shows it as two rooms with a shared chimney breast and fireplaces on 

either side.  

 

Figure 24. Location plan of Room G14 

 

Figure 31. 1855 OS map showing G14 in its former format as two separate rooms- possibly original to the 1842 
layout 

 

Figure 32. Plan of c.1864 showing approximate extent of G14 – the booking office when it was two rooms with 
fireplaces. The room on the left was a parcel office (and at that time a proposed exit) and the room on the right 
had been a Gentlemen’s 1

st
 class waiting room 
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Prior to 1864 the west room was the Parcel’s Office and the plans proposed turning it into an 

Exit. The east room was the Gentlemen’s 1st Class Waiting Room and was proposed to be 

turned into half of the Parcel’s Office. Plans of 1876 suggest that these were never carried 

out.  

 

Figure 33. 1876 proposals to turn the west room into a Parcel’s Office and the right room into a 1
st
 Class Waiting 

Room.  

 

In 1876 the two rooms altered function with the west becoming the Parcel’s Office and the 

east becoming the 1st Class Waiting Room. Towards the end of the century the rooms 

changed again and the dividing walls removed, although the fireplaces which supported the 

chimney above remained. The new uses were a parcel’s office for the west room and a 

Telegraph and Left Luggage for the east. The room was fitted with a parcel’s desk and a 

lobby with counter in the NW corner and a lavatory in the NE corner. Access into the lobby 

for staff was through a flap in the counter.   

 

Figure 34. The 1908 plan showing the arrangement as existing at that time. The fireplaces remain, but the 
dividing walls have been removed. The Parcel’s Office was located in the west room and the Telegraph and Left 
Luggage in the east side. 
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Figure 35. The 1908 plan showing the arrangement as proposed at that time. This created a new parcel’s counter 
and the fireplaces were removed and replaced with a stove against the south wall. A door on to the platform was 
turned into a window. A number of fittings were re-sited in this new one, such as desks, a letter rack from the old 
parcel’s office and even a toilet in the SE corner. The removal of the wall between what had been two rooms 
necessitated the placing of a RSJ to support the roof. 

 

In 1908 the layout of the two rooms remained but Ticket Windows were added to the west 

wall and these remain. The lobby counter was moved to the east (its present position) and 

other furnishings moved from their earlier positions. This means that many of the larger 

pieces of furniture in this room today pre-date 1908 because they were moved from the 

earlier configuration of booking and parcel’s office. The loss of the central fireplaces meant 

that the chimney above had to be supported with a RSJ and this also carried a flue for the 

new stove which sat against the south wall. The former entrance from the platform into the 

old lobby position was partially bricked up to form a window, although the present 6/6 pane 

sash differs from the 8/8 pane sash proposed.  It retains its appearance as a door internally. 

  

Figure 36. Left: Cross section dating to 1908 showing the bricking up of the old entrance to form a window. Right: 
the window today is a 6/6 sliding sash and not the 8/8 proposed. On the inside, the opening still presents itself as 

a door. 

 

In 1920 the rooms remained a Booking Office and Telegraph, Parcels and Left Luggage and 

is as the room is presented today.  
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Figure 37. 1920 plan showing extent of G14 

 

Features which 
contribute 
towards 
significance 

Nature, level and extent  of 
interest 

Image or note 

Partition panels 
with glazing. Late 
19

th
 c with glazing 

added 1920 

Considerable architectural, 
archaeological and historic 
interest 

 
Ticket windows 
inserted into earlier 
panelling from 
earlier booking 
office 1908 

Considerable architectural, 
archaeological and historic 
interest 

 
Windows with 
shutters to front (3) 

Considerable architectural 
interest 
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Stove None, presumed not the one 
inserted in 1908 as in a 
different location 

 
Bookings Office 
Desk and Parcel’s 
Counter 

Considerable architectural 
and historic interest 

 
Lobby counter – 
moved from earlier 
position by door to 
west 

Considerable architectural 
and historic interest 

No image 

Blocked door, now 
a shuttered window 
to platform 

Some archaeological and 
architectural interest 

 
Other furnishings Others appear to be later 

additions and not of special 
interest to the station. The 
letter rack may be the one 
shown on plans but is in a 
slightly different position, so 
could have been brought in 
for the museum display 
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Radiators Later additions. Not of 
special interest to the 
station. Original heating was 
via the stove 

 
Coving Follows line of earlier rooms. 

But central part missing due 
to loss of wall and its 
replacement with joist c1908. 
Limited archaeological 
interest  

 

Opportunities and threats 

This room has retained its approximate form and character from 1908. Its core furnishings 

are original, but there are many additions. Care should be taken not to add too much more to 

the room as the historic features are disappearing under a number of later accessions. The 

room is highly sensitive to change and any alterations should seek to retain the 1908 form, 

rather than trying to reference other periods of the station’s history which are less well 

preserved.  

Room G15-16 (and part 17)- Ladies’ First Class Waiting Room/ Ladies’ Room with WC/ 

Station Master’s Office and Store with W.C/ cafeteria/ museum manager’s office 

 

Figure 25. Location plan of Room G15 & 16 (and 17 marked with a dashed line) 

 

The plan form of this room in 1842 is unknown, but the 1855 OS plan shows it with largely 

the same layout that it has today suggesting an unusual fossilisation of room form not seen 

in other parts of the building dating from 1842. No fireplace was shown on the 1855 plan; it is 

not clear how much should be read into this as the subsequent plans all show a fireplace on 

the east wall. The adjacent W.C room has been extended but otherwise plan form is intact. 
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Figure 38. OS plan dating to 1855 linking the main room to an adjacent room, probably a W.C.; this suggests that 
it functioned as a waiting room. The smaller unit south of the W.C (G.17 marked with a dotted line) looks like 
another W.C associated with the adjacent room which according to later plans was a Gentlemen’s Waiting Room. 

 

 

Figure 39. Plan dating to 1864 with proposed alterations and also containing annotations post 1899. This 
suggests that the room was a Ladies’ 1

st
 class waiting room, but the W.C appeared to be associated with the 

proposed Gentlemen’s Waiting Room next door. The room had a fireplace on the east wall and this backed on to 
another fireplace in the Gentlemen’s Waiting Room – this fireplace was made redundant, if not removed, in order 
to carve out a new narrow room to form a store and W.C as proposed in this plan, but possibly not carried out 
until much later. The proposal appeared to involve the removal of the west dividing wall with G14 but this appears 
not to have happened. 
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Figure 40. G15-17 before the alterations of 1908 with the room used as a Ladies’ Room (no longer 1
st
 Class) and 

attached W.C adjacent. The dividing wall in the toilet cut across the existing window – an arrangement which is 
still evident today. 

 

Figure 41. Proposals dating to 1908 made no alterations to this room 
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Figure 42. A plan of uncertain date (it has been accessioned as 1899+, but showing alterations made after 1908 
– possibly as late as 1920). This shows the room as the Station Master’s Office and the adjacent W.C expanded 
to form a store leading into what is now G17 - a W.C. It’s earlier use is confirmed as the Ladies’ Room. The new 
uses of store and W.C required space to be carved out of the former Waiting Room (now marked here as a 
Ladies’ Waiting Room) and so the fireplace was also removed from G16-17. The use of the room as a Station 
Master’s Office might actually be as late as 1920 (see plans of 1920 below). 

 

In 1864 it was a Ladies’ 1st Class Waiting Room, but its associated W.C was then apparently 

linked to the Gentlemen’s Waiting Room next door. Bearing in mind that this plan often 

depicts proposals never implemented and that the W.C was then re-attached on a slightly 

larger footprint, it is possible that the room was never separated from G15. This new small 

room became a storeroom leading through to a W.C (G17) when the main room became a 

Station Master’s Office. The creation of the store and W.C required the acquisition of space 

from the room to the east which was now a Ladies’ Waiting Room (G18 – now part of the 

present day toilets). It is interesting to note that the creation of a dividing wall to form G16 

and 17 between 1864 and before 1908 required an existing window to be cut across – this 

arrangement in what is now the Ladies’ toilet remains today. 

 

Figure 43. This plan confirms the room’s use as the Station Master’s Office and adjacent store from 1920 with 
furnishings and a safe moved from his earlier office. The W.C was to be made accessible to the Ladies next door 
with a new opening in the wall and access from the store room blocked. A new cupboard (or possibly a toilet as a 
waste pipe is shown leading from it and joining the waste pipe from the Ladies’ W.C) was installed at ‘C’. 
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Further alterations were made in 1920. The main room was now the Station Master’s Office; 

the plans give us more detail about the layout with furnishings refixed from his earlier office 

space in G12.11 The annotations of this plan suggest that this room was only made into the 

Station Master’s Office in 1920 rather than the earlier dates implied by plans of 1908. The 

store cupboard remained with the Station Master, but the W.C was blocked from the store 

cupboard and a new opening provided access into the Ladies’.  

In 2004 the main room was a cafeteria and at that time the fireplace was blocked in 

(University of York 2004). It was subsequently used as an office by the Museum Manager 

but is now (2014) used as storage, although still set out as an office. The cupboard was 

used as a dry goods store in 2004 and is currently empty. The fireplace in G15 has been re-

exposed and has a fine marble surround (slightly damaged to the corners of the 

mantelpiece) with an ornate chimney breast with flourishes which hark back to its use as a 

Ladies’ Room, possibly from 1864 if not before. The picture rail also offers a domestic 

appearance, but the skirting boards have been lost. The 8/8 siding sash with shutters and 

catch is largely intact although the architrave appears to have lost part of its base; this may 

date to 1920 when a large piece of furniture was relocated here and may have required 

some alterations to the window base in order to fit.  More worryingly, the left window shutter 

has become disengaged from its fixings and could fall off at any time. Like all other rooms it 

has its own attic opening. The Station Master’s store cupboard remains and has a 6 panel 

door (boarded on the inside) which differs from the door type generally used in the station. 

The fireplace which was once located here (before the narrow rooms G16 and 17 was 

created) has gone, but the chimney breast remains. 

Features which 
contribute 
towards 
significance 

Nature, level and extent  of 
interest 

Image or note 

 8/8 sliding sash 
with shutters 

Considerable architectural 
interest. Interesting timber 
flap along sill – also seen in 
windows in G29 

 

                                                
11

 It is not clear if the Station Master is the same as the Manager who previously had an office at the 
east end of the building constructed in 1872. If this is the same position, then the earlier office was not 
in G12, but in G35. 
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Cut below sash 
where furniture 
was fitted in 1920 

Limited archaeological 
interest – immediately below 
the window on the left side 

 
Fireplace Considerable architectural 

and historic interest 

 
Cupboard and 
chimney breast in 
cupboard 

Some archaeological 
interest. Significant because 
it allows us to see evidence 
for the original room layout of 
1842 before the store 
cupboard was created 

 
Flooring to 
cupboard and main 
room 

Limited archaeological 
interest as wooden flooring 
may have evidence of earlier 
configurations 
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Cupboard door (to 
G16) 

Limited architectural 
interest – does not match 
other doors in the station, but 
does appear to be an old 
door. 

 
Four panel door to 
platform 

Considerable architectural 
interest – important to 
harmonise doors along the 
platform. Typical Victorian 
door form.  

 
Picture rail Limited architectural and 

historic interest – 
suggestive of higher status 
use so possibly added when 
either 1

st
 class Ladies’ 

Waiting Room or Station 
Master’s Office 

 
Attic access Potential considerable 

archaeological interest 
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8/8 sliding sash 
window and wall 
separating the 
window into two 
halves (each 4/4) 
between G17 and 
18 

Some archaeological and 
historic interest because it 
provides evidence for the 
room plan prior to the 
creation of the W.C and plans 
survive showing the partition 
wall from 1864. 

 
 

Opportunities and threats 

The rooms G15 and 16 are largely intact from their 1842 form and are therefore highly 

sensitive to change. It is recommended that they be retained in their current form. There is 

evidence of some damp possibly exacerbated by the use of modern materials inside and out 

which have limited breathability. The left window shutter also needs urgent attention. The 

fireplace and four panel platform door should also be retained, although the picture rail is 

less important (but not without significance). G17 is more altered and is less sensitive to 

change, but shows evidence of alterations which may have been put in place in 1864. 

Room G17 – 20 - General waiting room/ Gent’s 1st Class Waiting Room/ Ladies’ Room and 

W.C 

This much sub-divided room was located in the 1842 build. Based on the 1855 plans (which 

do post date the extensions to the building of 1853), to its east was a narrow open passage 

beyond which was the men’s toilets.  

 

Figure 44. Location plan for Rooms G18-21 

 

As built, G18 & 19 appears to have been one room with a fireplace on the east wall and 

access to a W.C (G17) on the west side. It included G17 in 1855 but this room was variously 

attached to G18 and G15. G 20 and 21 started life as a narrow passage between the main 

station and the men’s toilets with access to the cellar. The room originally had a curved 

partition wall on the east side and this contained the stairs to the cellar now, the boiler room. 

The room originally had two south facing windows, but subsequent alterations created a wall 

down the west side which divided the west window between two rooms – an arrangement 
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which continues today. It had one door on to the platform and this was located where the 

present day door is. Access to the cellar stair was from within the room and the outside 

passage, not the platform.  

 

Figure 45. OS 1855 plan with approximate position of room G18 – 20.  

 

 

Figure 46. Base map dated c.1864 but with later additions and proposals added up to 1908. This depicts the 
room as having been a general waiting room changed to a Gent’s 1

st
 Class Waiting Room, although curiously 

and probably erroneously, the small WC on the south end of the passage is annotated as a Ladies 1
st
 Class 

toilet. This seems unlikely given the distance from the 1
st
 Class Ladies Waiting Room. However the later 1920 

map has the main room as a Ladies Room with access to this W.C and to the other on the west G17 (see below) 

 

Figure 47. An undated plan but capturing changes post 1908, shows the room as a Ladies Room with access to 
the W.C (G20) and a surviving fireplace. Access to the cellar is via the platform. 
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Figure 48. 1920 plan depicted the room as a Ladies Waiting Room with access to two toilets on each side (G17 
to the left and G20 to the right). The cellar was accessed directly from the platform. The fireplace appears to have 

survived at this point. 
  

The plans suggest that this room has mostly functioned as a Waiting Room. It appears to 

have started as a General Waiting Room and was gradually allocated to Ladies and with 

increasing access to toilet facilities. It remains as toilets today for both sexes and 

incorporates a bay change facility. This requires a number of partition walls.  Some of the 

doors are in a typically Victorian four panel style and add historic character to the rooms and 

the divided window in G18 is of archaeological and historic interest because it is evidence for 

the reconfiguration of the room in the 19th century. The door into G19 is a modern composite 

door made and is inappropriate. 

Features which 
contribute 
towards 
significance 

Nature, level and extent  of 
interest 

Image or note 

Door on to platform 
from toilets (G18) 

Considerable architectural 
and some historic interest 
as it remains in the same 
position as it was in 1855 and 
possibly before and it 
conforms to the standard type 
used throughout the station 
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8/8 sliding sash 
window and wall 
separating the 
window into two 
halves (each 4/4) 
between G17 and 
18 

Some archaeological and 
historic interest because it 
provides evidence for the 
room plan prior to the 
creation of the W.C (G17) 
and plans survive showing 
the partition wall from 1864. 
Considerable architectural 
interest for the contribution it 
makes towards the south 
elevation’s symmetry. 

 
8/8 sliding sashes 
(2) 

Considerable architectural 
interest for the contribution it 
makes towards the south 
elevation’s symmetry. 

 
Skirting boards Two types. The larger more 

moulded design is the earlier 
and presumably post 1920 
and of limited architectural 
interest. The narrower plain 
style is modern and follows 
the more recent partitions and 
is of no interest. 

 
Half glazed four 
panel doors with 
brass handles and 
locks (modern 
metal handles of 
no interest) 

Limited architectural 
interest – adds historic 
character to an otherwise 
confusing selection of 
partitions 
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Opportunities and threats 

The large numbers of sub divisions in this room make it difficult to appreciate its earlier uses 

as a waiting room, although the continued use of half glazed four panel doors retains some 

historic character. In an ideal world the sub divisions would be reduced in number, but the 

present arrangement does ensure that room proportions are preserved elsewhere. The use 

of acrylic panels over the glass in the sash windows means that no adequate maintenance 

can take place and it restricts breathability, although the wooden glazing bars do not appear 

to be suffering at the moment. The composite door in G19 should be replaced with a 

traditional wooden four panel door. There is evidence of floor movement in G19 where there 

is a gap between the floor and the wall. There is also evidence of movement in the access 

stair to the cellar beneath (G21) so they may be related. The condition survey of 2004 

suggested that this movement might be historic, but the movement in the partitions has to be 

more recent.  

Room G21 – stairs to cellar  

Covered under East Basement (see p7) 

Room G22-23 -Victorian Toilets and Attendant’s Kiosk 

This room is located on the eastern extent of the 1842 build; indeed the well hidden 

rusticated stone pillars which mark the various termini to the platform can be discerned just 

above the attendant’s kiosk. This is a little east of the official market showing the extent of 

the 1842 station. 

 

Figure 28. Location plan for Room G22-23 (Victorian Toilets) 

 

Toilets were increasingly important in railway stations because the train coaches made no 

provision for them. As journeys extended in time, they were broken by relatively long stops 

at some major stations to allow passengers to alight at the station and use its facilities. From 

the outset, the provision for men was better with the number of Ladies’ toilets being very 

limited and tucked inside waiting rooms. There must have been some lengthy queues 

outside the Ladies Waiting Rooms when a train paused its journey here. 

The first men’s toilets were at the east end of the station. At first glance, the OS 1855 plan 

suggests that they were a separate building, but the colour version shows pink shading over 

the extent of the offices and toilets suggesting that they may have shared a roof with the 

main station, but were separated from it by a narrow alley or corridor. By 1855 they appear 

to have consisted of four urinals and three cubicles with access from the platform. In c.1856, 

they were replaced by a new toilet block on a slightly larger footprint immediately outside the 
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passage to the cellar with access from the platform. A door opened out on to the platform 

and one south facing window originally provided light.  The toilets appeared to consist of four 

cubicles and four urinals along the west wall. A central privacy screen separated the cubicles 

from the urinals.  Some of the structural elements of the old west wall of the station appear 

to have been retained and reused. 

 

Figure 49. 1855 OS plan showing the toilets at the east end of the station. The approximate extent of the room 
today is shown in red 

  
Figure 50. Plan dating to 1864 but showing a series of later alterations and some that were never carried out. 
This shows the 1856(?) toilet block (in dark colours) with four cubicles, and four urinal partitions in a similar 
configuration to the earlier toilet block shown on the 1855 plan. The proposed alterations to extend the toilets into 
the adjacent Goods Audit Office to create six cubicles on a different alignment is shown in pencil – however one 
cubicle was to remain within the new Ladies’ Room. A privacy screen was also to be erected near the door and 
new Jennings urinals installed in the middle of the room and along the south and west walls. An attendant’s 
cubicle was also to be provided complete with its own fireplace. The works required the blocking of a window 
facing the platform and another south facing one.  

 

Proposals to extend the toilets were shown on a plan dating to 1864, but may not have taken 

place until 1873 as part of a wider programme of extension 

eastwards.12 This involved the demolition of the east wall so that 

the room could use part of what had been the Goods Audit 

Office. This created enough space to provide six cubicles on a 

new configuration, but left a very small room with fireplace to the 

east (G24) which would become a Ladies Room with direct and 

private access to one of the six cubicles. The window which had 

faced the platform in the Goods Audit Office had to be blocked 

                                                
12

 Date according to the on-site interpretation 
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(it was now between the middle and east cubicle in the toilets). Another south facing window 

from the former Goods Audit Office also found itself in a middle cubicle and had to be 

blocked.  

The sanitary fittings were provided by George Jennings of Lambeth whose company 

provided water closets to at least thirty railway companies in Britain, and other railways in 

America, Argentina, Mexico and South Africa. Jennings specialised in designing toilets that 

were "as perfect a sanitary closet as can be made". However, he also excelled in public 

sanitation projects such as the design of the underground 'public convenience'. Jennings' 

most famous installation was for The Great Exhibition in the Retiring Rooms of The Crystal 

Palace in 1851 and it was here that the phrase ‘to spend a penny’ started as each visitor to 

these first public toilets received a clean seat, a comb, a shoe shine and a towel for their 

penny.13 The visitors at North Road station did not have to pay a penny until the 1900s but 

neither were they provided with as much as a wash basin so there was no need for a towel 

either! 

The new Jennings toilets were in a high Gothic style that was a distinct shift away from the 

earlier Classical style of the station buildings. They had one urinal in a central position with 6 

stands, two sets of three against the south wall and another set of three against the west 

wall. A small kiosk was located in the NW corner of the room and was furnished with a small 

fireplace for an attendant who presumably received tips until the penny slots were installed 

much later in the early 1900s. A privacy screen, probably a later addition to do with the 

enlargement of the toilets, limited the view into the toilets from the platform. However it was 

still possible to observe three urinals from the platform so it was not particularly effective. 

The encaustic tiled floor sloped down towards the central drain. 

Each cubicle contained one high level cistern boxed in with a ceramic toilet bowl and 

wooden seat. The end cubicle on the south wall has slightly different tiles marking where the 

door was originally fitted so that it could be used by Ladies until 1920.  

The blocking of some windows left the room rather in the dark. Over time there have been 

two responses to this. The small high level top opening louvre windows appear on 

photographs from the very early 20th century (see plate 7 of the main report). Had the 

existing roof lights already been in place, then these small windows would not have been 

necessary for additional light, but if their primary function was ventilation, their relationship to 

the roof lights is less clear. The roof lights must have been replaced in the 1974 restoration. 

The radiators are modern additions, although they are Victorian in style. 

In 1969 a mistake presumably, referred to this room as ‘Room V’ and the adjacent room 

(G16) as the Victorian toilets. The toilets today have retained the form as set out in the 1864 

plan with the addition of the top opening louvre windows, roof lights and the central urinal is 

a now a wooden replica. Two of the cubicles have been made into a store cupboard and 

joined together.  

 

                                                
13

 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Jennings (accessed 4.11.14) 
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Figure 51. Alterations in 1920 blocked access into one end cubicle from the adjacent former Ladies’ Room (G24) 
and refixed the door so that it was now accessed from the men’s toilets.  

 

Features which 
contribute 
towards 
significance 

Nature, level and extent  of 
interest 

Image or note 

Door and doorway 
on to platform  

Considerable architectural 
and historic interest. Stone 
architrave with deep roll 
moulding above and a deeply 
panelled door with 6 panels 
set within a large ashlar 
surround. Panelling is more 
ornate on the platform side 
than the toilet side. Door 
matched the door on adjacent 
G24 suggesting they were 
built at the same time – 
possibly 1857. 
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Encaustic floor tiles 
and sloping floor 

Considerable architectural 
and historic interest. Typical 
Victorian flooring 

 
Privacy screen Associated with the 

enlargement of the toilets 
between 1864 and 1873 – 
only partially effective, but 
retains the neo Gothic style 
with its finial. Some historic 
and limited architectural 
interest 

 
Attendant’s kiosk 
(G23)  

Fireplace, door and 
window(s). The fireplace is 
obscured by storage 
materials but appears to be a 
‘bedroom’ type cast iron 
fireplace. Kiosk is made of 
painted brick topped with 
stone to match the partitions 
and windows are sliding 
sashes with stone lintels and 
cills. Lintels extend all around 
the kiosk forming a door lintel 
too. 

 

Rusticated column 
visible above 
attendant’s kiosk 

Considerable 
archaeological and historic 
interest. Evidence for the 
extent of the platform prior to 
extensions. Is slightly 
eastwards of the sign on the 
platform showing extent of 
the 1842 station.  
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Urinal stands Excluding the central replica, 
but including central circular 
drain. Considerable 
architectural and historic 
interest. Associations with 
George Jennings a leading 
figure in the provision of 
sanitary ware and plumbing 
pre-dating the better known 
Thomas Crapper. 

 

Tiling to walls 
topped with stone 
string course 

Typical of Jennings toilets of 
a later date. Some historic 
interest 

 
Cubicles 
(excluding two 
converted into 
store cupboard) 

With high level cisterns and 
traditional bowls with wooden 
seats. Cubicles topped with 
finials – typical of the 
grandeur of Jennings’ toilets. 
Each cubicle fitted with a 
typical four panel door with 
ventilation slats below. 
Considerable architectural 
and historic interest 

 
Cubicles converted 
into store 

Limited architectural 
interest, but doors and 
remaining walls of 
considerable architectural 
interest. Cupboard of limited 
historic interest. 
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Penny locks to 
cubicles doors by 
Parker, Winder & 
Achurch of 
Birmingham 

Considerable historic 
interest as they are evidence 
of alterations in the early 
1900s to pay to use the toilets 
and possibly the decreasing 
role for the attendant. Parker, 
Winder & Achurch existed 
after 1890 when John 
Achurch joined the business. 
The company remained in 
existence in Birmingham until 
1992 when it was bought over 
by another company.

14
 

 
Site of blocked 
window on north 
wall 

Now tiled over, but evidence 
likely to remain beneath the 
tiles or behind the render on 
the platform side. 

No image 

Site of blocked 
window on south 
wall 

Now tiled over, but evidence 
likely to remain beneath the 
tiles or behind the render on 
the south elevation 

No image 

Top opening 
louvres with 
winding 
mechanism 

Some historic interest, but a 
negative feature externally 
where it damages the 
symmetry of the south 
elevation. Seen on pre WW1 
photographs. Primary 
function may have been 
ventilation rather than light. 

 
Roof structure  Some historic and 

considerable architectural 
interest latticed timber 
beams highly ornate befitting 
the ornate style of the toilets. 
Date of roof lights unclear, 
but glass presumably 
replaced in 1974.  

 

                                                
14

 http://cosgb.blogspot.co.uk/2010/10/parker-winder-achurch-ltd.html [accessed 4.11.14] 
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Site of blocked 
door in end cubicle 
on south wall 
showing former 
access from the 
Ladies’ Room next 
door (G24) 

Evidence of replacement tiles 
in a slightly darker colour – 
limited archaeological 
interest 

 
Radiators Limited historic interest – later 

(modern) additions in a 
Victorian style 

 
Associations with 
George Jennings 

Considerable historic 
interest. May date to only a 
few years after the Great 
Exhibition of 1851. 

 
 

Opportunities and threats 

This room is of considerable historic interest because it represents the social history of train 

travel and the provision of toilet facilities, not just in stations, but also the provision of public 

toilets generally. Its association with George Jennings is also of considerable historic 

interest. It is of considerable architectural interest because Victorian toilets that survive this 

well are not common and it displays the change in fashion from the classical style used on 

the station buildings to the fashion for the high Gothic. It is highly sensitive to change and 

options for alterations are limited. In its current form it is a show piece and there is only 
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scope for modest improvements such as the better use of the attendant’s kiosk or perhaps 

the provision of a volunteer attendants to provide guided tours for a penny.  

Room G24 –Goods Audit Office/ Ladies’ Room/ storage/ D.E Stores/ Northern Rail Activity 

Room 

This small room with a fireplace was when built (in 1857?) about double the size and 

extended into what is now the Victorian toilets. The majestic doorway with large ashlar 

surround with roll moulded lintel and heavily panelled door matches the door into the toilets 

next door, but is surely too grand for what became a very small Ladies’ room. This suggests 

that it dates to when the room was first built. In 1864 it functioned as the Goods Audit Office 

but by c.1873 the west half of the room was absorbed into the toilets (G22) so that they 

could increase in size and provide more cubicles.  

 

Figure 29. Location plan of Room G24 

 

The small residual room went on to be a Ladies’ Room with a W.C which was one of the new 

cubicles created next door (G22), but with access direct from the Ladies’ Room. It was fitted 

with seating around the edges of the room. By 1920 it was used for storage and the W.C 

was repositioned so that it was now part of the men’s toilets. There is no evidence for the 

door into the cubicle from this room as the wall has been plastered over. At the same time 

the seating was relocated in the General Waiting Room (G12) in the centre of the station. By 

1969 it was being used as D.E Stores.  

 

 

Figure 52. Plan dating to 1864 but showing a series of later proposed alterations and some that were never 
carried out. This plan shows the proposed alterations which would reduce the Goods Audit Office to its present 
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size and leave it as a Ladies’ Room with a W.C in the SW corner. The alterations may not have been carried out 
until 1873 

 

Figure 53. Proposed changes of 1920 resulted in access to the W.C being cut off and the seating around the 
edges removed to the general waiting room (G12). The room was to be turned into a store. There is no evidence 
for the blocking off of the access due to subsequent plastering. 

 

 

Figure 54. An undated plan but showing alterations which were carried out in 1920 (access to the W.C blocked 
off) but still shows the seating which was in fact to be moved in 1920 to the General Waiting Room (G12).  

 

Today the room is part of the Northern Rail Activity Room and was previously the archive 

store for the Ken Hoole Study Centre. The room’s fine entrance door from the platform 

survives as does the fireplace. An opening has been broken through to the adjacent room 

(G25). The original 8/8 sliding sash window survives  as does its shutters but here the 

shutters are a different design to the rest of the building. They slide upwards and a flap lifts 

at the base. It is possible that the windows here were designed to allow communication with 

Goods men from the yard and so the bottom of the window architrave may originally have 

been a counter.  
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Features which 
contribute 
towards 
significance 

Nature, level and extent  of 
interest 

Image or note 

Door and doorway 
on to platform. 
1857? 

Considerable architectural 
and historic interest. Stone 
architrave with deep roll 
moulding above and a heavily 
roll moulded door with 6 
panels set within a large 
ashlar surround. Panelling is 
more ornate on the platform 
side than the toilet side. Door 
matched the door on adjacent 
G22 suggesting they were 
built at the same time. 

 
Fireplace. 1857? Considerable architectural 

and historic interest as it 
relates to an earlier use of the 
room as a Ladies’ Room and 
a Good Audit Office.  

  
Windows Considerable architectural 

and historic interest as their 
form is necessary for 
harmonising external features 
to the south elevation and 
internally they relate to the 
use of the office as part of the 
management of goods, so 
presumably 1857? 

 
Room proportions Some historic interest 

because it relates how the 
rooms have been altered to 
suit changing needs 

 

Opening to G25 No interest 
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Opportunities and threats 

The room is a product of Victorian remodelling but has retained some particular features of 

significance including the door on to the platform, the fireplace and the window. These 

should be retained if further remodelling takes place. The west wall in particular is of 

archaeological interest as it must contain evidence of the former access into the cubicle and 

so any disturbance should be recorded archaeologically. Possibly some shrinking in the 

woodwork to windows suggesting frequent changing temperatures and moisture levels. 

Room G25-27 – Passenger audit office/ Yard Master’s Store/ Yard Master’s Oil Store/ 

D.O.M.E Store/ Northern Rail Activity Room. 

 

Figure 30. Location plan for Room G25-27 

 

This room is located in the 1855-7 extension and in 1864 it was the Passenger Audit Office. 

The layout of the room today suggests that it was two rooms as some stage; indeed the 

coving around the ceiling supports this, but is only shown as one room on the surviving 

historic plans. However a wall stump is shown on the 1864 plans suggesting an earlier sub-

division of the room. From the earliest plans it was shown as having two windows facing 

south and one door to the platform. A fireplace was located on the west wall. After 1864 it 

was used as a Yard Master’s Store and by 1899 more specifically the Yard Master’s Oil 

Store. It may have been about this time that the door into the corridor was provided for 

quicker access from the yard to the store. By 1969 it was used as a D.O.M.E Stores and by 

2010 it was used as the Northern Rail Activity Room.  

 

Figure 55. dating to 1864 but showing a series of later proposed alterations and some that were never carried 
out. The plan appears to show a number of proposed alterations to turn the room from a Passenger Audit Office 
to a Yard Master’s Store. This included inserting a cupboard and small office space with a window in the top right 
corner of the room – both of which are there today. It also provided the room with an access from the adjacent 
passage. This remains in place. The room was warmed with a fireplace on the west wall and this too survives. 
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Today the room is used as an education room. The door on to the platform is a standard four 

panel door but without the ornate detailing of the two rooms adjacent (G24 and 22). The 

windows have interesting shutters suggesting that they had some role in communicating with 

yard staff outside; both appear to have a panelled base which could lift up on hinges to form 

a counter. This window type appears to be characteristic of the offices associated with the 

Goods Yard. 

   

 

Figure 56. An undated plan but which shows alterations from around 1920 shows the layout of the room around 
1920. The room was still a yard master’s store and was much as proposed in the 1864 plan. 

 

Features which 
contribute 
towards 
significance 

Nature, level and extent  of 
interest 

Image or note 

Door and doorway 
on to platform  

Some architectural interest. 
Door matches most other 
doors on the platform but not 
those immediately east which 
are more ornate. Possible 
recent replacement 
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Fireplace Considerable architectural 
interest.  

 
Office With window. Door is modern 

and of no interest. Limited 
historic interest (photo 
shows office window and 
adjacent cupboard) 

 
Cupboard With four panel door – a 19

th
 

c addition. Limited 
architectural interest, some 
historic interest 

 
South facing 
windows 

With shutters and lift up 
counter. Considerable 
architectural and historic 
interest. Window type may 
have associations with the 
goods functions – so the Yard 
Master’s Store phase 

 
Dividing wall in 
centre of room 

Significance unclear. 
Potential archaeological 
and historic interest 
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Timber roof with 
hexagonal 
ventilator 

Building technique seen on a 
number of mid 19

th
 c railway 

buildings. Some 
architectural interest. Also 
seen in G35 cafe. 

 
 

Opportunities and threats 

The room represents reasonably flexible space with various options helped by two 

entrances. The fireplace, timber roofing, four panel doors, windows and shutters should be 

retained. Consideration should be given to keeping vents functioning to assist with 

breathability. The cupboard and office are not original but are of historic interest and are 

worth retaining, but if the benefits of removing them outweighs the harm, then they could be 

removed after recording. Some damage to plasterwork near windows noted caused by 

external cementitous render. 

Room G28 - corridor. 

This narrow passage was used for Goods Yard staff linking the goods yard to the platform 

and the Goods Audit Office thus avoiding the need for a longer walk to the main entrance. Its 

significance is therefore partly in the evidence it provides for the functioning of the station in 

the 1850s-early 20th century. The door into the yard master’s store (G25) is a later addition. 

 

Figure 31. Location plan of Room G28 

 

Figure 57. An 1864 base plan with later proposed alterations marked on it. This room is referred to as a passage 
and linked the outside to the platform. It would have been the main point of entry for goods yard staff and had an 
access into the adjacent Goods Audit Office. 
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Figure 58. An undated plan of late 19
th

 c date but showing alterations carried out in 1920. This shows the 
passage with an additional opening into G25 

 

Features which 
contribute 
towards 
significance 

Nature, level and extent  of 
interest 

Image or note 

Four panel door 
and doorway on to 
platform  

Considerable architectural 
and historic interest. Door 
matches most other doors on 
the platform but not those 
immediately east which are 
more ornate. 

 
Late 19

th
 c door 

and opening into 
G29 (Goods Audit 
Office) 

Limited historic interest – 
modern door 

No image 

Early 20
th
 c door 

and opening into 
G25 

Modern door of no interest. 
Opening of limited historic 
interest. 
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Outside door Rectangular overlight and 
architrave of limited 
architectural interest, but 
door appears modern and of 
no interest. External porch of 
some architectural interest 
and appears to be original 

 
 

Opportunities and threats 

The room provides external access into the building which could be useful for encouraging 

uses that do not need to pay for entry. The external door is unattractive and designed for 

security rather than historic interest, but the external porch is original to the design and 

should be retained. 

Room G29 – Manager’s Clerk’s Office/ Goods Room/ Goods Audit Office/ Yard Master’s 

Storeroom & Trains Office/ Ambulance Room/ Meeting Room 

 

Figure 32. Location plan of Room G29 

 

This room is located in the 1857 extension and was shown on 1864 plans as being the 

Manager’s Clerks Office and Goods Room. In 1872 it was the Goods Audit Office and at that 

time a few minor alterations were carried out as part of the construction of additional rooms 

to the east. These alterations included the provision of two new ventilators and the removal 

of a stove. The presence of the stove in a room that already had a fireplace suggests that 

the fireplace could not be used possibly because the room was too crowded having been 

subdivided (see figure 59). The 1864 plans show the proposals to subdivide the room to 

form a Yard Master’s Storeroom (west side) and a smaller Trains Office (east side), but the 

date of this is not clear. (Chester 2010) suggests that this subdivision took place in 1897 but 

the presence of a stove prior to 1872 close to a fireplace suggests that it was there to serve 

the small Trains Office and so it must pre-date 1872.   

By 1969 it was reverted to one room and used as an Ambulance Room and when a museum 

in 2010 it was used as a Meeting Room and it remains in use as such today. The room has 

three windows which are all in the distinctive goods yard style with shutters that lift up and 

down and a counter at the base which lifts upwards. All have lost their catches so opening 

and shutting is difficult and the west top and bottom shutters have swapped positions. The 
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fireplaces at each are lost but the chimney breasts remain. The ventilators inserted in 1872 

are also missing. The south walls are badly affected by damp – this appears to be a product 

of using cementitious non-breathable materials externally so moisture can only escape into 

the room instead of evaporating externally. 

 

 

Figure 59. A base plan of 1864 with alterations added over subsequent decades. The room was a Goods Room 
and Manager’s Clerks Office and was later altered to become a Yard Master’s Store Room and Train Office. The 

layout of desks and tables is shown from its earlier use. 

 

Figure 60. An undated plan which often shows alteration dating as late as 1920, but which shows the room 
subdivided and with the 1872 additions to the east. 
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Figure 61. Plans of proposed alterations in 1872 when the room was still a Good’s Audit Office. Two new ceiling 
ventilators were to be added and a stove removed. A new access was provided to the new extensions of 1872 

 

Features which 
contribute 
towards 
significance 

Nature, level and extent  of 
interest 

Image or note 

Chimney breasts Limited archaeological 
interest 

 
Windows Considerable architectural 

and historic interest as they 
are of a distinctive type 
associated with the goods 
yard and are important to 
preserve architectural 
harmony externally 
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Door opening but 
not door 

Some historic interest 

 
 

Opportunities and threats 

The external cementitous render needs to replaced with a lime based breathable one and 

the paintwork on the stylobate externally also needs replacing with a lime render. Breathable 

materials should be used internally too but ensuring that existing vents are opened and 

giving consideration to replacing the ventilators will help. A constant background heat would 

help prevent shrinkage and expansion of the woodwork. Fittings need to be applied to the 

shutters to make it easier to open and shut, and the counters should be released from their 

paint bound condition so that they can be reused. As with G27, the space is a flexible one 

suitable for a large number of uses or for hire with access possible from the exteriors without 

the need to enter the museum. Plans show the layout of the furnishings at various stages of 

use thus providing possible interpretation material which would highlight the use of the 

station as a goods yard. This would provide an opportunity to promote better links with the 

Goods Shed. 

Room G30 – Manager’s Office/ Claims Office/ Pay Bill Office/ National Carrires Driving 

School/ Room 22/ Museum Store 

This altered room was part of the 1857 extension and was shown on plans as having a bay 

window facing east when it was used as an office for the Manager. This was removed (stone 

and window) when the building was extended westwards in 1872 and reused on the new 

build facing south (G35). At the same time a new ventilator was probably added to the 

ceiling. It had a fireplace on the north wall, but this is now lost and only the chimney breast 

survives. When the building was extended in 1872 its use altered to a Claim’s Office and in 

1897 (or later) it was a Pay Bill Office. In 1969 it was used by the National Carriers Driving 

School (Chester 2010) and as a museum it was simply known as Room 22. It has most 

recently been used as a museum store. The ceiling in this room is plastered while others in 

this block are made of timber suggesting that the timber one has been replaced. The 

presence of water ingress may not be unrelated. 
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Figure 33. Location plan for Room G30 

 

Figure 62. A base plan of 1864 but still being used decades later and showing proposals of 1872. It shows the 
room in its pre-1872 form with its bay window facing east for the Manager and the proposed alterations resulting 
in it being a Pay Bill Office.  

 

Figure 63. Proposals of 1872 showing the layout of the new Claim’s Office without its bay window. The two south 
facing sashes were reused and a new opening created to form a door into the adjacent passage (where it is 
now).  
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Figure 64. G30 as represented on undated plans but often depicted alterations between the late 19
th
 c and 1920. 

This shows the room with a screen near the entrance and a table along the windows and the NE wall. An access 
into G34 is also shown, but not the present access so it is not clear if this was a proposal that never happened. 

 

Features which 
contribute 
towards 
significance 

Nature, level and extent  of 
interest 

Image or note 

Chimney breast Limited archaeological 
interest 

No image – room too cluttered 

East Wall Potential evidence of earlier 
openings shown on 1920s 
plan and earlier bay window 
opening. Some 
archaeological interest 

No image 

Two 8/8 sliding 
sash windows 

Not seen internally as 
blocked, but externally 
important contribution to 
make towards the south 
elevation – considerable 
architectural interest 

 
Ventilator Limited architectural 

interest 

 
 

Opportunities and threats 

There is evidence of water ingress which needs to be tackled to protect the room and the 

museum accessions stored there. Damp was noted in 2004 when a condition survey was 

carried out.  There are only a few features that require protecting in this room, namely the 

windows and ventilator. The room proportions are broadly original, minus the bay window, 

but minor alterations would not be especially harmful if accompanied by archaeological 

recording, especially if the changes were reversible. The door is modern and of no interest 
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although all architraves in this part of the station match which ensures consistency of 

architectural character throughout the lobby area. A four panel door would better reflect the 

Victorian character of this area. 

Room G31 -32 – Manager’s Assistants Office/ W.C, lobby and waiting room/ telephone room 

with W.C/ linking corridor/kitchen with W.C/ corridor with W.C  

This room was a Manager’s Assistants office possibly around 1864. It belongs to the part of 

the station built in 1857 and had an east facing window and a north facing one. The present 

door from the platform may date to this time with six panels, two now glazed, but probably 

not originally so. This is a similar style to the toilet door (G22-3) and so may originally date to 

1857. The room had access points on to the platform and into the offices and a fireplace on 

the south wall. It was extended eastwards in 1872 to create a toilet (with a north facing 

window) and lobby area (with a retained north facing window) and became a Waiting Room 

with a retained fireplace. In 1897 (or later) it was a telephone room, but the W.C remained in 

the NE corner.  At some stage after 1872 the room was subdivided with partition walls, 

presumably to create a corridor that linked the various offices together. This has since been 

removed. In 1969 it was used as a kitchen (Chester 2010) (the W.C partition remained) and 

in 2010 the main room was used as a corridor; the W.C and 8/8 sliding sash windows on the 

north wall remain today, but the fireplace is lost. The character of the room is largely 

Victorian with dado rails, skirting boards and four panel doors with moulded architraves, but 

some of this may be a modern replacement, especially the dado rail. The walls are dry lined, 

masking earlier alterations. The original east wall survives, but has an opening broken 

through to form an archway. 

 

Figure 34. Location plan for Room 31-31 

 

The use of the room as a telephone room at the turn of the century (c.1897) is of historic 

interest because it represents a technological change as the telephone replaced the 

telegraph service. At this early date however, they were rarely used apart from 

communicating between local stations such as that at Bank Top.  
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Figure 65. Working copy of an 1864 plan with many later alterations and annotations. This shows the original 
extent of the room prior to 1872 and the proposed extended area westwards to form a W.C and lobby 

 

Figure 66. 1872 proposals to extend what was to become the waiting room eastwards 
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Figure 67. An undated map showing the 1872 alterations completed 

 

Features which 
contribute 
towards 
significance 

Nature, level and extent  of 
interest 

Image or note 

Chimney breast Limited archaeological 
interest 

No image 

8/8 sliding sash to 
north 

Considerable architectural 
interest. Original to 1857 
layout. 

 
W.C window 4/4 
sliding sash 

Smaller window form. 
Considerable architectural 
interest 
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Door to platform Six panel door with central 
panels replaced in glass. 
Considerable architectural 
interest. Distinctive of other 
doors dating to c.1857 

 
Dado rail and 
skirting 

Limited architectural 
interest – modern 
replacements, but reinforces 
Victorian character 

 
Original east wall 
of room 

Limited archaeological 
interest, archway of no 
interest 

 
Four panel door to 
W.C 

Some architectural interest. 
The only Victorian style door 
remaining in this section 

See above 

 

Opportunities and threats 

There are a few patches of damp in this room which may have been brought about by the 

use of modern non breathable materials, however they are small and not unusual in older 

buildings. The use of a dado rail in particular has created a consistent Victorian character 

throughout even if some of it is a modern replacement. However it is a room that has had a 

number of changes and losses and has had to adapt. Modest change is therefore possible 

providing that archaeological recording is carried out and is ideally reversible. The use of dry 

lining is masking archaeological evidence. The six panel door should be retained. 

Room G33 – Paybill and timetable office/mess room/ store room/ kitchen 

This is part of the 1872 extension and had a chimney breast on its south wall. It was built as 

a paybill and timetable office and plans show it with two east facing windows, a north facing 
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window which is annotated to suggest that it was an old sash being reused and a small NW 

facing window. The thick black walls around the north and east walls may have been 

cupboards or fitted tables around the room perimeter (see figure 69) and a ventilator was 

included in the ceiling. By 1969 it was being used as a mess room (Chester 2010). As a 

museum in 2004 it was a store room and in 2010 it was used as the kitchen and remains as 

such today.  

 

Figure 35. Location plan for Room G33 

 

Figure 68. A well used annotated plan originating in 1864 but showing much later proposals. Sketches here show 
the proposed room and even the position of a table. 



Archaeo-Environment Ltd for Darlington Borough Council 2014   105 
 

 

Figure 69. The 1872 proposals 

 

Figure 70. An undated plan showing the layout post 1872 

 

The room retains its 8/8 sliding sash windows but little else of heritage interest. The chimney 

breast has been used as a counter into the adjacent room.  
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Features which 
contribute 
towards 
significance 

Nature, level and extent  of 
interest 

Image or note 

8/8 sliding sash 
windows 

Considerable architectural 
interest. Located on the 
north, east and NW walls. 
One window has evidence of 
earlier fittings so of limited 
archaeological interest. 

 
 

Opportunities and threats 

The room carries few constraints as it has very little evident of historic interest. The windows 

are an important part of the station’s appearance overall, and so the style of window should 

be retained, but it does not preclude the insertion of sympathetic openings if door access is 

required, especially on the east elevation to create more effective public use of the yard area 

and links with the Goods Shed. Externally the wall is suffering from the use on non-

breathable materials and this needs to be remedied in order to protect the room interiors. 

Room G34 –Manager’s Assistants Office/ Chief Clerk’s Office/ Outer Office/ Cafe 

This is part of the 1872 extension and was built as a Manager’s Assistants Office. It shared a 

chimney breast with the room to the east. In 1897 it was the Chief Clerk’s office and in 1969 

was referred to as the Outer Office. By 2010 it was used as part of the cafe. 

 

Figure 36. Location plan for Room G34 
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Figure 71. A well used annotated plan originating in 1864 but showing much later proposals. Sketches here show 
the proposed room shorter than it is today with a partition wall forming a linking corridor to the Yard Master’s 
Office. The drawing also shows the Clerk’s large desk in the centre of the room and a table in the corner. This 
plan may post date the 1872 proposals and show how the scheme evolved after a period of time. 

 

 

Figure 72. The 1872 proposals for the Manager’s Assistant’s Office with the site of the bay window from the room 
to the west (G30) still shown. Instead of a linking corridor, an opening was created between the assistant and 
manager’s office. Figure 71 suggests that a partition wall may have been subsequently erected here. 
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Today the room is used by the cafe as a seating area. It retains its modest brick fireplace 

suitable for an assistant and its 8/8 sliding sash window to the south and the smaller 4/4 

sash window in the SW corner. Unlike earlier windows in the station there are no deep 

architraves here or shutters. Some of the glazing bars have been replaced in the windows so 

the profiles are slightly different. An additional opening has been created on the south side 

of the chimney breast to allow free movement between the rooms, but the original 

proportions can still be apprecaited. Skirting boards lend a domestic quality to the space but 

unlike the adjacent manager’s office there is no dado rail or coving. It is not clear if this is a 

heirachical statement or a recent loss. The contrast between the smaller size and less 

ornate design of this room with the manager’s office next door is of some historic interest. 

There is no visible evidence for the former bay window in the west wall. 

Features which 
contribute 
towards 
significance 

Nature, level and extent  of 
interest 

Image or note 

8/8 sliding sash 
windows 

Considerable architectural 
interest. Located on the 
south wall. Some glazing bars 
replaced.  

 
4/4 sliding sash 
window 

Considerable architectural 
interest on SW corner. Some 
glazing bars replaced. 
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Fireplace Painted brick on east wall. 
Considerable architectural 
interest and limited historic 
interest as it suggests the 
level of status of the assistant 
(compared to fireplace next 
door). 

 
Skirting board Limited architectural 

interest 
See above 

Room proportions 
and decorative 
scheme as a 
contrast with 
manager’s office 

Some historic interest  

 

Opportunities and threats 

The few remaining historic architectural features should be retained but there is scope to 

block off one of the openings into G35 or return a partition as has been used in the late 19th 

or early 20th century (although such additions should be reversible). Caution should be used 

in attempting to return any Victorian features such as dado rails or coving without further 

information. Their absence might be significant although more probably a result of loss.  

Room G35 – Manager’s Office/ Yard Master’s Office/ Work’s Manager’s Office/ Cafe 

This is part of the 1872 extension, largely built as offices. This particular room was to be the 

new manager’s office and he was provided with the re-sited bay window to compensate for 

the loss of it in his earlier office (G 30). The bay window consists of a central 8/8 sliding sash 

with 1/1/1/1 sliding sashes on either side and set within deep architraves. The base is 

panelled in timber and matches the ceiling which also consists of timbers. The room was 

amply lit with another window on the north side and a slightly larger one facing east over the 

yard where the manager could supervise yard activities. 

The room was fitted with a high standard of decorative features as befits a manager in 

Victorian times such as generous coving, a picture rail and skirting boards, although the 

latter are not especially generous. The fireplace on the west wall was of a more ornate style 

than others supplied in assistant’s or engineer’s offices and is constructed of Eggleston 

Marble.15 It became the Yardmaster’s Office by 1908 and the Work’s Manager’s Office by 

1969. It was used as part of the cafe by 2010 when an additional opening was created on 

the south side of the fireplace to link it with the former assistants’ (there was more than one) 

                                                
15

 The marble features crinoids rather than corals which are typical of Frosterley marble. There are a 
few other crinoidal limestones like this around the north of England (e.g. Dent marble and also one 
from Derbyshire). However, given the Darlington location of the fireplace, a relatively local limestone 
is most likely (Elizabeth Pickett pers comm.). 
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office (G34). The opening on the north side of the fireplace was originally a door, but is now 

an open archway. 

 

Figure 37. Location plan of Room G35 

 

 

Figure 73. A well used annotated plan originating in 1864 but showing much later proposals. Sketches here show 
the proposed room with its furnishings including two cupboards, a desk with a small table at its side and a table in 
the NE corner. The annotations on this plan must post date the 1872 proposals and show how the scheme 
evolved after a period of time. 
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Figure 74. Proposed plans of 1872 showing the layout of the Manager’s Office with the old bay windows re-sited 
from G30 to the south wall. 

 

Features which 
contribute 
towards 
significance 

Nature, level and extent  of 
interest 

Image or note 

Bay window with a 
central 8/8 sliding 
sash and 4/4 
sliding sashes on 
either side, set 
within deep 
architrave and 
timber base. 

Considerable architectural 
interest. Located on the 
south wall for maximum 
sunlight. Some glazing bars 
replaced. Externally the sill 
requires painting. 
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East sliding sash 
window 

Suitable to oversee yard 
operations. Some 
architectural and historic 
interest. Some glazing bars 
replaced. 

 
North sliding sash 
window 

Some architectural interest. 
Being north facing, the 
symmetry to the elevation is 
not so important as on the 
south elevation. Some 
glazing bars replaced. 

 
Fireplace Considerable architectural 

interest as it reflects the 
status of the original users 
and in a local material with 
associations between 
railways and mineral 
operations 

 
Generous coving Considerable architectural 

interest as it reflects the 
status of the original users 
and appears to be a 
distinctive finish used 
elsewhere in earlier (but 
possibly altered?) parts of the 
building 

 
Timber boarded 
ceiling 

Matches that used in G25.  
Some architectural interest 
as it appears to be a 
distinctive finish used 
elsewhere in earlier (but 
possibly altered?) parts of the 
building 

See above 

Picture rail Some architectural interest 
as it reflects the status of the 

See above 
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original users 

Skirting Limited architectural 
interest 

 
North opening to 
G34 

Limited architectural 
interest 

 
South opening to 
G34 

No interest 

 
 

Opportunities and threats 

The special interest of this room lies in its original use as the Yard Manager’s Office and how 

the room proportions, and architectural and decorative features reflect that use. While the 

sliding sash windows are highly significant, the ones on the east and north elevation have a 

little more scope for change. Any replacement windows should reflect the original design and 

indeed repair and conservation should be preferred over future replacement, however where 

an independent access into the building is required, it could be obtained from one of these 

openings providing that the details of the design are appropriate. The heat from the radiators 

will be damaging the woodwork to the windows and resulting in rapid changes in 

temperatures which will lead to the woodwork expanding and contracting and then cracking. 

Generally, the rooms would benefit from a constant background temperature.   
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FIRST FLOOR 

The first floor built by Renshaw and Walker a local Darlington firm and overseen by William 

Peachey,16 was added in 1876 and consisted of a Telegraph Office on the west side and an 

Office on the East side. It was accessed by the spiral staircase which sits on the platform to 

the north and from this a short flight of stairs extended into the first floor with a landing at the 

top. The east side has since been subdivided into three rooms. The west room survives 

virtually intact apart from the intrusion of an internal staircase first created in the 1930s and 

renewed more recently. The construction of an additional floor required a new roof to be built 

and chimneys to be raised. The plans do not say that the original two end chimneys were 

reused and drawings suggest that new chimneys were built. Ventilator flues also appear to 

have been added. The attic spaces from the original ground floor ceilings were lost but the 

openings survive and there may still be a small gap between floor levels of archaeological 

interest. The new first floor overlooked the portico and according to the plans, new lead flats 

were added to the portico.  

 

Figure 75. Present day layout of the first floor 

 

 

Figure 76. Plans of 1876 showing the proposed layout of the first floor. 

 

                                                
16

 
http://www.railwayarchitecture.org.uk/Location/Darlington/Darlington%20North%20Road%20Station.h
tm [accessed 12.11.14] 

F1 F3-5 

F2 
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Today the first floor is accessed from the modern staircase leading from G12. This is of no 

interest. 

Room F1- Telegraph office/ staff room 

This was built as the telegraph office and is the west room. Originally access was from a 

small central corridor which linked the Telegraph and Offices and the spiral staircase.  It was 

furnished with a fireplace on the west wall and tables were reused around the south 

perimeter from the earlier telegraph office downstairs (G30). The room was decorated with a 

picture rail and generous coving and the ceilings fitted with octagonal ventilators.  

Today the room proportions are largely intact (excluding the modern staircase). The 

windows are typical Victorian four pane sliding sashes. These contrast with the early style 

adopted in 1842 and which continued in use at ground floor level, even when no longer 

considered fashionable in order to preserve symmetry and harmony of form. However at first 

floor level it was considered acceptable to introduce a more modern form of window widely 

used in the area from the 1860s. The fireplace also survives although is hidden from view by 

storage materials. The ceiling retains its ventilators (but they are sealed), coving and picture 

rail, but there is evidence of damp causing damage to plasterwork. The door architrave into 

F2 appears to be original, but the doors are replacements of no interest. The floors appear to 

be of timber. 

Features which 
contribute 
towards 
significance 

Nature, level and extent  of 
interest 

Image or note 

Three four pane 
sashes facing 
south 

Some architectural interest. 
Located on the south wall for 
maximum sunlight.  Acrylic 
glazing is a negative feature. 
Restoration photos show that 
all windows had broken 
panes apart from the one on 
the left of this room, so most 
glass will be  1974.   

Ventilator No longer functional, but of 
limited architectural 
interest 

 
Picture rail, skirting 
and coving 

Some architectural interest 
– distinctively Victorian 
features 

See above 
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Fireplace Considerable architectural 
interest 

 
Door architrave to 
F2 

Limited architectural 
interest (door of no interest) 

 
 

Opportunities and threats 

The room retains its Victorian proportions and distinctiveness and offers an opportunity to 

learn more about the Telegraph system before telephones became commonplace. The 

modern staircase is a neutral feature but could be better designed so that it is less intrusive 

visually and perhaps with better sound proofing to prevent noise travelling up stairs. This 

could open up scope to let the room out to other organisations. It is an attractive accessible 

place currently under-used and under-appreciated, however more significant problems in 

other parts of the first floor will need addressing before more access is considered here. 

There is evidence of damp and movement in the wall plaster. The acrylic glazing should be 

removed from the windows. Consideration should be given to reopening and reinstalling 

ventilators to encourage breathability. 

Room F2 – access from spiral staircase 

This is in its original form as designed in 1876 although the access from the spiral staircase 

is no longer used. The access door from the stairs is a generous wide doorway in ashlar with 

the original wooden double panelled door. This has evidence of lost features, possibly a 

doorbell. The stairs appear to have wooden treads but their risers are now covered with 

metal sheeting, however the metal tops to each step do appear to be original and have been 

crudely shaped at the bottom to allow the doors to open. At the top of the stairs there is a 

cupboard with panelling which is original (apart from the modern work surface) – the original 

plans of 1876 do show a circular feature like a basin in this cupboard suggesting that it was 

a washstand.  
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Figure 77. The 1876 plan showing room F2 with the cupboard and circular feature in plan and in section. The 
section also shows the gap between the new first floor and the original ground floor 

 

Features which 
contribute 
towards 
significance 

Nature, level and extent  of 
interest 

Image or note 

Panelled door from 
spiral stair 

Some architectural interest. 
Original feature and door 
handles externally with 
modern additions 

  
Door surround Considerable architectural 

interest original feature. 
Evidence of former bell is 
limited archaeological 
interest 

See above, below and 

 
Stairs and metal 
treads 

Limited archaeological 
interest for evidence of 
adjustments to allow door 
opening 
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Cupboard at top of 
stair 

Some archaeological 
interest for evidence of 
former use and because it is 
an original feature. Interior 
not seen, but appears to have 
had a circular was basin in 
the plans of 1876 

 
Skirting board 
(carries on around 
cupboard along the 
top) 

Limited architectural 
interest 

See above 

Spiral stair Considerable architectural 
interest – one of the most 
attractive features in the 
station 

 
Architrave to F3 Original, but door of no 

interest. Limited 
architectural interest 

 

 

 

 

Opportunities and threats 

This room is an important link between station platform and the offices and the spiral stair is 

one of the most eye catching and attractive features on the platform. The danger is that the 

cupboard at the top of the stairs will be removed because its significance is not fully 

appreciated, but apart from the work surface it should be retained as it is an original feature. 

It is not clear why the zinc sheeting should have been recently applied to the stair treads – it 

is not especially harmful but the protection it affords to the risers appears to be unnecessary 

given that the stairs are not used (apart from as a fire exit and the sheeting is not 

intumescent) and it is unsightly. If a safety rail was to be added to the stairs to make them 

safer to use it would not necessarily be harmful. 

 

Rooms F3-5 – offices 

These rooms were designed as one large room and so they are considered together. This 

room was referred to as ‘offices’ when built and had a fireplace at the east end. It was 

designed with three south facing four pane sliding sashes overlooking a renewed portico 
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roof. Access into the room was via the architrave that still leads out to the stair and spiral 

stair. An octagonal ventilator was fitted to the ceiling and is now used as a ceiling rose.  

 

The partitions are a later addition, but it is not clear how late. Their installation has been 

accompanied by generous coving to help them fit in with the Victorian decorative scheme 

and the half glazed doors appear to be 1920-30s in style. The partitions result in a loss of 

room proportions which are no longer easy to appreciate. They have had to be fitted with 

glazed tops to allow the limited daylight to reach F3 which has no windows of its own. The 

fireplace does not survive on the east wall but the chimney breast does. The original coving 

survives here too but is damaged by damp and the plasterwork is flaking. 

 

Features which 
contribute 
towards 
significance 

Nature, level and extent  of 
interest 

Image or note 

Ventilator Limited architectural 
interest 

 
Original coving Limited architectural 

interest as damaged 

 
Chimney breast Limited architectural and 

archaeological interest 
See above 

Three sash 
windows 

Some architectural interest 
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Opportunities and threats 

This collection of rooms is in dangerous condition. The later partitions appear to be pulling 

away from the ceiling. A structural engineer is required to look at the problem immediately 

and in the meantime the rooms should not be used. Other walls appear to be suffering from 

damp and there are some smaller cracks in the plasterwork, but the most significant cracks 

are to the partitions.  

The partitions could be removed and may have to be because of the movement that is 

causing them to fall away from the main structure. This would help to restore the room to its 

intended proportions which would enhance significance.  

Consideration should be given to reopening and reinstalling ventilators to encourage 

breathability. 


