
 

1 
 

 S&DR Middlesbrough Branch line time line 

1810 The Tees Navigation 
Company construct 
a cut in the river 
Tees near Stockton 
which shortened 
the journey up river 
by 3 ½ miles. This 
was known as the 
Mandale Cut. 

Durham Chronicle 12 Feb 
1831 transcribed in 
Moorsom 1975, 184 

 

12 
November 
1825 

Adverts are placed 
in local press stating 
the intention to 
apply to Parliament 
for an Act to create 
a cut across the 
Tees to improve its 
navigability.  

Durham County Advertiser 
12 Nov 1825 transcribed in 
Moorsom 1975, 182 

 

February 
1826 

In February 1826, 
the S&DR’s resident 
engineer Thomas 
Storey wrote to 
Edward Pease 
bemoaning the lack 
of suitable coal 
staithes at Stockton. 

Kirby 1993, 71  

October 
1826 

In October 1826 the 
S&DR gave 
parliamentary 
notice of its 
intention to 
construct a branch 
line from the 
Stockton terminus 
to Haverton Hill 

Kirby 1993, 74  

January 
1827 

Surveys were 
commissioned to 
plot the potential 
route of a new 
branch line  

Kirby 1993, 74  

October 
1827 

The shareholders 
for the S&DR 
ratified the 
Middlesbrough 
extension 

Kirby 1993, 74  
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10 Nov 
1827 

Adverts are placed 
in local press stating 
the intention to 
apply to Parliament 
for an Act to create 
a cut across the 
Tees to improve its 
navigability.  

Durham County Advertiser 
10 Nov 1827 transcribed in 
Moorsom 1975, 182 

 

1 July 1827 
– 30 June 
1829 

 RAIL 667/1357 

DSCN 3876 

DSCN 3877 

List of lime and coals sold at 
Darlington  

List of lime and coals sold at 
Darlington 

    

    

10 July 
1827 

Black Boy branch, 
opened on July 10, 
1827, and the 
collieries of the 
Dene Valley were 
connected to 
Shildon and the rest 
of the line. 

The S&DR sub 
committee met to 
discuss the surveys 
of a possible 
extension to the 
main line to 
Haverton Hill by 
Otley and Storey. 

 

 

 

 

 

Minutes published in 
Moorsom 1975, 131 

 

22 Sept 
1827 

The S&DR sub 
committee look at 
Stephenson’s 
suggestions for a 
new line and ask 
Otley and Storey to 
survey a new route 
but consider 
Stephenson’s 
suggestion too close 
to Stockton Bridge 
and so should look a 
little further south 
for a suitable Tees 
crossing. 

Minutes published in 
Moorsom 1975, 131 

 



 

3 
 

19 Oct 
1827 

Having reviewed 
the plans the S&SR 
sub Committee 
agree that an 
extension would be 
advantageous to 
the public and the 
Railway Company 
and an application 
should be made to 
Parliament. 

The morning spent 
considering an 
extension to the 
railway to obtain 
deeper water and 
better place for 
shipment of coals. 

Minutes published in 
Moorsom 1975, 131 

 

 

 

 

 

Pease’s Diary cited in 
Moorsom 1975, 138 

 

26 Oct 
1827 

S&DR Sub 
Committee agree 
that notices of 
intentions to make 
an application to 
Parliament to be 
published in 
newspapers. 

Minutes published in 
Moorsom 1975, 131 

 

5 Jan 1828 An amendment 
proposed to delay 
an application to 
Parliament until the 
results of a 
proposed 
improvement to the 
river Tees is 
available, but this is 
over ruled by the 
S&DR sub 
Committee. Instead 
it was agreed to 
proceed to 
Parliament to 
procure a Bill for 
extension. 

General Meeting 
Railway – a long and 
animated debate re 
the extension to 
Haverton Hill, 

Minutes published in 
Moorsom 1975, 131 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pease’s Diary cited in 
Moorsom 1975, 138 
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several opposed to 
it. Vote was to make 
the application to 
Parliament 

Early 1828 A parliamentary bill 
was introduced 
early in 1828 for the 
new extension.  

Early in 1828, 
Joseph Pease sailed 
up the River Tees 
towards what he 
was calling Port 
Darlington. His 
brain was working 
overtime. In front of 
him were 520 acres 
of bleak salt marsh 
spotted with a 
handful of houses 
occupied by no 
more than 40 
people. 

That evening, in his 
diary Joseph wrote: 
“Imagination here 
has very ample 
scope in fancying a 
coming day when 
the bare fields...will 
be covered with a 
busy multitude and 
numerous vessels 
crowding to these 
banks.” 

Kirby 1993, 74 

 

 

http://www.thenorthern 

echo.co.uk/history/ 
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16.4.2008 

 

29.4.1828 
– 
15.5.1828 

The Lords’ 
Committee met to 
examine the case 
for a proposed 
extension to the 
line.  

Minutes published in 
Moorsom 1975, 75-130 

 

14.5.1828 The Bill authorising 
the extension of the 
line to 
Middlesbrough was 
sanctioned by 
Parliament. This 
included the 

Young 1975 (first pub. 1923), 
239 

 

Jeans (1875) 1974, 107 

 

http://www.thenorthern/
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building of a bridge 
across the Tees at 
Stockton.  

23.5.1828 The Stockton & 
Middlesbrough 
Railway Act passed 
permitting the 
construction of a 
new line with coal 
staithes at 
Middlesbrough, 
capital costs £100k. 
Meynell and 
Raisbeck resign in 
protest over 
concerns on the 
impact at Yarm and 
Stockton 

Holmes 1975, 23 

Jeans (1875) 1974, 107 

 

18.8.1828 Joseph Pease, W. 
Backhouse, James 
and Jonathan and 
Charles Ianson 
sailed up the River 
Tees towards 
Middlesbrough to 
view the proposed 
termination of the 
branch line. 

Pease’s diary, cited in 
Moorsom 1975, 138 

 

7 
November 
1828 

A report to the sub 
Committee stated 
that Joseph Pease 
jnr, Francis 
Mewburn and 
Richard Otley had 
met with Mr. 
Hustler’s agents to 
agree purchase of 
land for the railway 
to pass through, 
plus additional land 
nearby. 

Minutes of the Sub 
Committee published in 
Moorsom 1975, 132 

 

 500 acres of 
swampy ground 
was purchased. This 
Middlesbrough 
Estate was 
purchased by 
Edward and Joseph 

Young 1975 (first pub. 1923), 
240 
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Pease (Joseph to be 
the chairman), 
Thomas Richardson, 
Henry Birkbeck, 
Francis Gibson and 
Simon Martin.  

“Middlesbro’ was a 
very dull place at 
the time when I first 
new it, Parington’s 
farm house and a 
shepherd’s hut 
being the only 
inhabited houses in 
the locality.” 

Joseph Pease and 
Partners has bought 
the Middlesbrough 
farmland Estate of 
William Chilton of 
Billingham from the 
tenant farmer John 
Whinfield 
Parrington. 

 

 

 

 

 

Quote from William 
Thompson (of 27 North Road, 
Darlington) in a letter to John 
Hackworth dated 3.10.1881 
in Young 1975 (first pub. 
1923), 242 

 

http://englandsnortheast. 

Co.uk/MiddlesbroughBorn. 

Html 

 Edward Pease and 
Thomas Richardson 
took out shares in 
Robt Stephenson & 
Co who were to 
build the engines 
for the S&DR. 

Young 1975 (first pub. 1923), 
240 

 

1829 Middleton Estates 
formed to buy 500 
acres of swamp land 
and a few farm 
buildings at what 
would become 
Middlesbrough. 
This new company 
consisted of Joseph 
Pease, Messrs T. 
Richardson, H. 
Birkbeck, S. Martin, 
Edward Pease jnr., 
and F. Gibson. 

  

1829 The Tees Navigation 
Co decide that a 
new channel in the 

Durham Chronicle 12.2 1831  

http://englandsnortheast/
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Tees is required to 
improve navigation 
past Portrack 

2 Jan 1829 The S&DR Engineer 
is instructed to 
make a plan of 
Hustler’s former 
land to set out all 
the river frontage so 
that specifications 
can be produced for 
staithes etc 

Minutes of the Sub 
Committee published in 
Moorsom 1975, 132 

 

23 Jan 
1829 

S&DR sub 
Committee instruct 
that adverts should 
be placed for 
designs for the 
Staithes with 
financial awards for 
first and second 
best designs 

Minutes of the Sub 
Committee published in 
Moorsom 1975, 132 

 

31 January 
1829 

The railway 
company advertised 
in the Durham 
County Advertiser 
for plans for the 
construction of 
shipping staithes 
and machinery, 
offering premiums 
of 150 guineas and 
75 guineas for the 
best two designs 

The staithes were 
provided by the 
new Middlesbrough 
owners 

Young 1975 (first pub. 1923), 
240 

Holmes 1975, 23 

Moorsom 1975, 64 

 

Jeans (1875) 1974, 107 

 

14 March 
1829 

Session at the 
County Court in 
Durham to decide 
on the value of 
lands required for 
the branch line and 
the compensation 
that should be paid 
to the Bishop of 

Durham County Advertiser 
and Moorsom 1975, 64-7 
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Durham for 
severing his land.  

21st March 
1829 

Advert for bridge 
builders in stone to 
build the piers and 
abutments of the 
suspension bridge 
across the Tees near 
Stockton. Tenders 
will be received 
until 10th April.  

Advert for timber 
merchants to 
provide 3,000 ft of 
larch, Norway or red 
pine fir timber, one 
half to be delivered 
to Stockton on or 
before the 10th 
April, the other half 
at the end of two 
months.  

Durham County Advertiser 
and Moorsom 1975, 67 

 

10 April 
1829 

Twelve sets of plans 
for staithes are 
submitted for 
consideration to the 
S&DR Sub 
Committee 

Full list of twelve and note of 
minutes published in 
Moorsom 1975, 132 

 

20 April 
1829 

The S&DR sub 
Committee agree 
on the first and 
second best plans 
for the staithes 

Note of minutes published in 
Moorsom 1975, 132 

 

19 June 
1829 

Engineer instructed 
to receive proposals 
for the branch 
‘parts’ and to 
prepare a plan of 
the bridge to be 
made across the old 
river. 

Note of minutes published in 
Moorsom 1975, 133 

 

26 June 
1829 

T. Storey (engineer) 
is directed to 
receive proposals 
for forming parts of 
the branch line 

Note of minutes published in 
Moorsom 1975, 133 
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July 1829 Annual meeting of 
shareholders review 
plans. Hackworth’s 
plans were 
accepted and J. 
Cooke of Yetholm 
came second. 

Young 1975 (first pub. 1923), 
240 

 

1st July 
1829 – 30 
June 1830 

 RAIL 667/1357 

DSCN 3870 

DSCN 3875 

Account of coals sent to Yarm 
from various collieries: 

High Etherley, Low Etherley, 
Witton Park, Black Boy, Eldon, 
Shildon, Coundon, Deanery, 
Cletlam Lane(?), Norwood. 

3 July 1829 Proposals received 
by the S&DR Sub 
Committee for 
cutting and forming 
Lots No. 1 & 2 on 
the branch line. Lot 
No. to be let to 
Francis Peacock and 
Lot No. 2 to William 
Raper. 

Note of minutes published in 
Moorsom 1975, 133 

 

4 July 1829 Advert for timber 
merchants and 
joiners for putting 
up the timber 
platform of the 
railroad of the 
suspension bridge 
over the Tees 

Durham County Advertiser 
and Moorsom 1975, 67 

 

18.7.1829 Foundation stone 
laid for the new 
suspension bridge 
across the Tees, 
designed by Cpt. 
Samuel Brown of 
the Royal Navy, 
whose design was 
chosen based on 
price over others 
including 
Hackworth. His 
perceived 
advantage may also 
have been to 
appease the 
shipping owners 

Holmes 1975, 24 Captain Samuel Brown of the 
Royal Navy, an intrepid sailor 
who had grown tired of his 
hemp ropes snapping and so 
had invented the metal chain. 
With all his ships tied up 
tightly by chains, the captain 
turned his attention to 
dangling bridges from his 
metalwork. The first of his 
suspension bridges opened 
over the Tweed near Berwick 
in 1820, and his £2,200 Tees 
bridge was ready for testing 
on December 10, 1830 – nine 
months after his suspension 
bridge in Montrose had 
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who were 
concerned that a 
conventional stone 
bridge would be an 
obstruction to 
shipping. It was 
going to be the first 
railway suspension 
bridge and the first 
railway bridge 
constructed over a 
navigable river.  

collapsed, drowning three 
people. (The world’s first, and 
worst, railway suspension 
bridge 

7 Feb 2015 / Chris Lloyd, 
Deputy Editor) 

24 July 
1829 

Hackworth is 
directed to look out 
for engines, with 
engineer, for the 
apparatus needful 
for shipping coals 
according to his 
specifications. 

Edward Turnbull 
and John Gibson are 
fined for carrying 
passengers  

Note of minutes published in 
Moorsom 1975, 133 

 

4 Sept 
1829 

The S&DR sub 
Committee note 
that numerous 
tenders have been 
received for steam 
engines for the 
shipping places at 
Port Darlington and 
the company chose 
the engine currently 
standing at Glebe 
Colliery is best 
adapted and suited 
to his purpose and 
that Timothy 
Hackworth be 
empowered to close 
the Contract on the 
best terms. 

Note of minutes published in 
Moorsom 1975, 133 

 

5 Sept 
1829 

Note in newspaper 
to say that the 
elegant suspension 
bridge works are 
now underway 

Durham County Advertiser  

Moorsom 1975, 67 
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27 October 
1829 

Croft branch, 
opened on October 
27, 1829 with a 
ceremonial “cold 
collation” at the 
Croft Spa Hotel. 
Now the coal could 
branch off the main 
line at Albert Hill, 
and travel to Croft, 
where it was met by 
pack-horses to carry 
it into North 
Yorkshire. 

  

October 
1829 – 
October 
1835 

 RAIL 667/1357 

DSCN 3882 

Account of coal and lime sold 
at Croft Depot 

1829 The S&DR 
Committee instruct 
Hackworth to build 
an engine suitable 
for passenger 
traffic. The plans for 
this were prepared 
in 1829. This was a 
faster running 
engine with lighter 
loads combining 
steadiness and 
reliability. 
Hackworth named 
this engine The 
Globe.  

Young 1975 (first pub. 1923), 
233 

 

20 Nov 
1829 

The continuing 
dispute between 
the Tees Navigation 
Co. and the S&DR is 
discussed and it is 
agreed to proceed 
in the best interest 
of the co. whilst 
acknowledging that 
the prosperity of 
the two companies 
is inseparable and 
they will continue to 
promote harmony 
and good will 

Note of minutes published in 
Moorsom 1975, 133 
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between the two 
while being in the 
right! 

24 Dec 
1829 

The S&DR sub 
Committee instruct 
Thos. Storey to 
prepare the 
specifications for 
letting the 
remainder of the 
Middlesbrough 
branch ASAP 

Note of minutes published in 
Moorsom 1975, 134 

 

January 
1830 

Hackworth began 
the construction of 
the staithes.  

Young 1975 (first pub. 1923), 
240  

Nothing in PRO 
correspondence to suggest he 
is involved 

18-
19.1.1830 

Joiners leave New 
Shildon and head 
for Stockton and 
start to prepare 
timber at a timber 
yard near Stockton 
Bridge for the 
staithes at 
Middlesbrough.   

Young 1975 (first pub. 1923), 
241 quoting a letter dated 
3.10.1881 from William 
Thompson to John 
Hackworth. 

 

    

22.1.1830 The Committee 
impose more 
regulations on 
coach operators to 
try to increase 
control over them.  

The sub Committee 
instruct Thos. 
Storey to make it 
public what day he 
will show the 
different lots to be 
let to workmen on 
the branch 

Holmes 1975, 23-4 

 

 

 

Moorsom 1975, 134 

 

February 
1830 

Hackworth is 
instructed to design 
a passenger 
locomotive The 
Globe. 

Holmes 1975, 24 

 

Young 1975 (first pub. 1923), 
241 quoting a letter dated 
3.10.1881 from William 

Contra above 
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Towards the end of 
February, the 
prepared timbers 
from New Shildon 
are put on board 
keels and 
transported from 
Stockton to 
Middlesbrough. The 
timbers were 
landed at various 
points along the 
river bank and then 
adjourned for the 
day to a public 
house at Newport, 
kept by a man called 
Marshall. This was a 
Monday.  

On the Tuesday the 
work of 
construction 
commenced under 
the supervision of 
Robert Parnaby 
(previously foreman 
for the Duke of 
Cleveland). The first 
pile to be driven 
into the 
embankment was a 
failure because it 
was sunk into the 
wrong position and 
had to be cut off at 
the base. After that 
the works ran 
smoothly.  

The first plots for 
houses are put up 
for sale near the old 
farmhouse at 
Middlesbrough. 

Thompson to John 
Hackworth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teesside Archives 
U.OME/8/F3 

 

5 Feb 1830 Lots are let to 
various workmen to 
prepare the 
trackbed and 
sidings. 

Moorsom 1975, 134  
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12 Feb 
1830 

Hackworth 
instructed to 
provide implements 
as may be necessary 
for smith work 
required at Port 
Darlington, also a 
keel or barge which 
will be required for 
piling  

Moorsom 1975, 134  

1st March 
1830 

Hackworth sets off 
with his plans for 
The Globe to 
various companies 
who would make 
the necessary parts 
in Stockton, 
Stranton, 
Sunderland, North 
and South Shields, 
Newcastle and 
Bedlington.  

Young 1975 (first pub. 1923), 
235 

 

3rd March 
1830 

Hackworth arrived 
at Bedlington to 
order the boiler 
plates for the Globe.  

Young 1975 (first pub. 1923), 
235 

 

4-6.3.1830 Hackworth spent 
three days at Robt 
Stephenson & Co 
laying the designs of 
the engine before 
the firm and 
explaining the 
manufacture of the 
first crank-axled 
inside double 
horizontal 
cylindered engine 
ever designed.  He 
also selected and 
approved various 
patterns which 
would expedite 
manufacture. He 
was met with some 
disbelief regarding 
the effectiveness of 
his crank axle. Robt 
Stephenson & Co 

Young 1975 (first pub. 1923), 
235-6 
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then delayed 
production of the 
Globe once it was 
half complete and 
used the crank axle 
design themselves 
on a locomotive 
they called Planet 
which was delivered 
to the L&MR. The 
Globe was then 
completed two 
months later.  

19 Mar 
1830 

Jos. Parrington is 
appointed as agent 
for the S&DR 
Committee at Port 
Darlington for 
collecting 
anchorage and 
moorage dues. 

Timothy Hackworth 
is directed to order 
4 complete sets of 
machinery required 
for the staithes, 
each set to be 
enough to complete 
one drop with 
appendages, one 
set as a sample from 
Losh, Wilson & bell, 
one from R. 
Stephenson & Co, 
one from David 
Burn, and one from 
J. & S. Burrell.  

Moorsom 1975, 134  

April 1830 The first house is 
built (completed?) 
on West Street by 
George Chapman 

Plaque from the house wall, 
now in Dorman Museum 

 

9 Apr 1830 Wm. Burn is 
appointed to 
oversee the 
erection of the 
staithes and other 
of the Co.’s works at 
Middlesbrough and 

Moorsom 1975, 135  
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Timothy Hackworth 
and Wm. Burn are 
requested to furnish 
the committee with 
proper plans  of the 
proposed works at 
Middlesbrough. 
James Dixon to 
prepare a draft if 
agreement with 
Wm. Lister for the 
iron works 

23 April 
1830 

 RAIL 667/31, Sub-Committee 
Minutes, 23 April 1830 

No copy, but Brendan Boyle 
may have one  

‘Ordered that a Cottage for 
the accommodation of 
Passengers and Parcels and 
the sale of Coals Lime etc be 
immediately built at Fighting 
Cocks Lane and William Burn is 
directed to prepare a Plan 
forthwith to be laid before our 
next Meeting together with 
the one to intended to be built 
at Yarm Branch.’ 
 
 
 

11th and 
12th May 
1830 

Date of the deeds 
relating to the 
purchase of 
Middlesbrough 
Farm 

  

4 June 
1830 

Wm. Bulmer’s 
tender is accepted 
for stonework at the 
staithes 

Moorsom 1975, 135  

2 July 1830 Mr Favell’s men 
have got all the piles 
and planking down 
and laid and are 
now building walls 
for the archway at 
the retaining stones 
of the Swing Bridge 
Carter and Simpson 
have  got one arch 
turned across the 
river. Bulmer has 
commenced 

RAIL 667/1026 

Letter to Mr Otley from Wm 
Burn. Written in Stockton 

DSCN 3902 
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building the depots 
at Middlesbrough.  

9 July 1830 Mr Favell has got 
the walls at the 
retaining Durham 
side ready for 
turning the arch, on 
the other side has 
got all piled and 
laying in the 
planking. Carter and 
Simpson have got 
one of their piers 
within 4 ft of the 
height, the other 
centre pier they are 
laying in the beams 
on the pile heads. 
The engine house 
walls at 
Middlesbrough are 
6ft above the 
ground surface , the 
depot walls are for 
the length of two 
staithes, two feet 
above the 
foundations. Carter 
and Simpson should 
have account 
settled.  

RAIL 667/1026 

Letter to Mr Otley from Wm 
Burn. Written in Stockton 

DSCN 3906 

 

16 July 
1830 

The arch at the 
retaining stones on 
the Durham side is 
now finished and 
ready for the 
battery and they are 
now building the 
other on the 
Yorkshire side. 
Carter and Simpson 
have got two 
courses of stone laid 
on the second 
centre pillar at the 
old river and have 
got all the bearing 
piles laid for the 
remaining pillar and 
are now engaged in 

RAIL 667/1026 

Letter to Mr Otley from Wm 
Burn. Written in Stockton 

 

DSCN 3903-5 
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driving the sheeting 
pillar for it. They are 
getting on well with 
the engine house at 
Middlesbrough; 
they have got the 
boiler sett and all 
the flues around it. 
Bulmer is getting on 
well with the 
depots. Accounts 
needing settled: 
Wm Maxen for 
ashlar stone for the 
engine house ; Batty 
and ????; James 
Murray that 
furnished the piles ; 
Frances Peacock for 
the hand rail for the 
swing bridge (some 
mistake in estimate 
which needs 
rectifying). 
Additional notes on 
paperwork re costs 
and Tully. 

Contracts let in lots 
for ballasting works 
for the branch 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Moorsom 1975, 135 

7th Mo, 21st 
inst 1830? 

Improvements in 
weather has 
allowed work to 
progress more 
quickly. The side 
wall of the engine 
house is 12 inches 
off the height. The 
doorways and 
windows are all set 
off and a good 
assortment of 
stones have arrived 
this morning. The 
two first staithes are 
ready for the 
ironwork . The 
pendulum frame for 
the third will be up 
today and the 

RAIL 667/1026 

Progress report from Wm 
Dixon to the Railway 
Committee, written in Port 
Darlington 

RAIL 667/ 1026 

DSCN 3886 
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spiling for the 
fourth is going on 
well. 16 ships have 
unloaded ballast 
out of which 14 
have landed gravel 
since the 14th. 2 
keels with stone and 
one with ballast 
from Sunderland .  

23 July 
1830 

The arches at the 
flank walls will be 
finished today. The 
fifth course of stone 
is going in the 
second pillar in the 
centre of the old 
river and they will 
be furnished with 
the sheeting piles 
on the last pier 
today. The wall for 
the depots at 
Middlesbrough are 
5ft high and nearly 
the length of the 
gears that are put 
up. The engine 
house is built up 
above the boiler 
and the windows 
are sett off.  

RAIL 667/1026 

Letter from Wm Burn to 
Richard Otley, written in 
Stockton 

DSCN 3907 

 

    

    

27 July 
1830 (8) 

 RAIL 667/1357 

DSCN 3871-4 

Proposed T&Cs set out by Mr 
C for using the coal and 
limestone depot at Yarm. 
Refers to gardens and other 
depots and notice to quit. 

1830 (?). 
No year 
given but 
catalogued 
as 1830-1 

The engine for the 
boiler house will be 
down today, the 
bed for it is ready. 
Machinery from 
Newcastle will be 
landed today. 
Twelve ships have 

Progress report from Wm 
Dixon to the Railway 
Committee, written in 
Middlesbro 

RAIL 667/ 1026 

DSCN 3884 
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7th month, 
28th 
instant? 

unloaded ballasts in 
the last week. Five 
keels with stones, 
one with lime, and 
one sand. Several 
large stones have 
come by land. The 
staithes are making 
good progress. 
Parnaby keeps 
steady and I have no 
complaints of ill 
behaviour.  

30 July 
1830 

Mr Favell’s men are 
building small 
drains to take the 
water from the 
arches at the 
retaining plates. Mr 
Thomas has written 
to say that the 
remaining part of 
the chain is on its 
way to London and 
will reach there at 
the end of the week. 
The remaining spur 
of the bridge at the 
old river – the 
planks are put in. 
The walls at the 
depots at 
Middlesbrough are 
level with the top of 
the embankment 
for the length of 
four staithes and 
the engine house 
‘has got well up’.  

Wm Burn is ordered 
to prepare a plan of 
a cottage to be built 
at Port Darlington 
for the engine to 
live in  

RAIL 667/1026 

Letter from Wm Burn to 
Richard Otley written in 
Stockton  

DSCN 3908 
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6 Aug 1830 Time to pay Carter 
and Simpson’s 
monthly pay. 

RAIL 667/1026  
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Nothing else to 
report. 

Letter from Wm Burn to 
Richard Otley written in 
Darlington 

DSCN 3909 

1830 (?). 
No year 
given but 
catalogued 
as 1830-1 

8th month, 
11th inst? 

The main shaft and 
break wheel for the 
first staithe are in 
their places and 
fixed. And the 
falling Gibb for the 
same is in its place 
and fixed. The men 
are planting 
carriages for the 
second drop and 
making templets (?) 
for the closing pipes 
of the engine. The 
engine house is 
going on briskly, the 
whole of the arches 
of the doorways and 
windows will be 
closed tomorrow. 
The arch of the old 
river bridge next  
Stockton is nearly 
half formed. Two 
pair of gears for the 
fifth staithe are set 
up and the spiling of 
the river begun. 13 
ships have landed 
some good ballast 
and 3 keels with 
stones. There is a 
want of stone for 
the depots. 

RAIL 667/1026 

Progress report from Wm 
Dixon to the Railway 
Committee 

Written in Middlesboro.  

DSCN 3887 

 

13th Aug 
1830  

The second arch 
across the old river 
will be closed this 
week. Bulmer has 
had to reduce his 
men from 40 to 20 
due to a poor supply 
of stone and this has 
slowed up work at 
the depots in 
Middlesbrough. If 

RAIL 667/1026 

Letter from Wm Burn to 
Richard Otley written in 
Stockton  

DSCN 3910 

  

 



 

22 
 

not remedied work 
won’t be finished to 
the time proposed. 
Refers to letter to 
Mr Hackworth re 
coping. The engine 
house is nearly 
ready for the roof. 
Batty wants paying. 
Pencilled notes re 
stones at foot.  

1830 (?). 
No year 
given but 
catalogued 
as 1830-1 

8th month, 
18th inst 

The piling in the 
river for the new 
staithe will soon be 
finished. Two pairs 
of gears for the 
same are set up and 
the pendulum 
frame will be 
erected tomorrow. 
A new drop has 
arrived and the men 
are going forward 
with the second 
staithe. Having 
measured the depth 
of the river water 
opposite every 
staithe and the 
length of the falling 
jibs from the gears, 
found it as follows 
the new staithe six 
feet. The second 
five feet six, the 
third four feet six, 
and the two lower 
ones four feet each. 
In the channel of 
the river there is 
seven feet water. 
We considered the 
ide today as a low 
ebb. 12 ships have 
unloaded ballast 
and 2 keels with 
stones.  

RAIL 667/1026 

Progress report from Wm 
Dixon to the Railway 
Committee 

Written in Middlesboro.  

DSCN 3888 

Note from Joseph Pease on 
back? 

DSCN 3889 

20 Aug 
1830 

The smiths have 
come to put up the 
ironwork but the 

RAIL 667/1026  
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remaining part of 
the chain has not 
arrived yet but they 
have eight days 
work to do before 
xxx At the bridge on 
the old river will be 
ready for ironwork 
in about eight days. 
Bulmer is getting on 
quickly with the 
depots at 
Middlesbrough as 
he has stones. Mr 
Favell wants 
another £100 but 
has enough until 
everything squared 
up.   

Letter from Wm Burn to Mr 
Otley, written in Stockton 

DSCN 3911 

22 Aug 
1830 

John Richardson 
Chapman is the first 
child to be born in 
Middlesbrough. 

http://englandsnortheast. 

Co.uk/MiddlesbroughBorn. 
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1830 (?). 
No year 
given but 
catalogued 
as 1830-1 

8th month, 
25th inst 

A great quantity of 
stone has been 
delivered which 
allows works to get 
on at the engine 
house and depots. 
The engine house 
wall heights are 
now sufficient for 
the timber work to 
be done this week. 
The staithes are 
keeping pace with 
the rest of the 
works. Letter 
includes depths of 
river at different 
tide times in 
relation to the 
staithes. Some small 
alterations to the 
staithes as a result.   

RAIL 667/1026 

Progress report from Wm 
Dixon to the Railway 
Committee 

Written in Middlesboro.  

DSCN 3890 
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27 August 
1830 

We have the 
remaining part of 
the chains delivered 
at the bridge. The 
smiths are adjusting 
the chains cutting 
plates etc . The 
bridge across the 
old river has not got 
so fast forward. 
They are getting on 
as fast as possible at 
the depots at 
Middlesbrough. 

RAIL 667/1026 

Letter from Wm Burn to Mr 
Otley, written in Stockton 

DSCN 3912 

 

1830 (?). 
No year 
given but 
catalogued 
as 1830-1 

9th month, 
1st inst  

Chimney of engine 
house has 
commenced and 
expected to be 
completed this 
week. The 
machinery is 
mounted on the 
lifting frames. Good 
progress on depot 
walls and plentiful 
supply of stone. The 
main shaft and 
break wheel are on 
the third staithe ; 
the new staithe is 
going on fast 
forward. No 
alteration of the 
water depth has 
taken place as the 
spring de has 
started to flow. 19 
ships have unloaded 
ballast and a 
number of keels 
unloaded stones 
since last week.  

RAIL 667/1026 

Progress report from Wm 
Dixon to the Railway 
Committee 

Written in Middlesboro.  

DSCN 3891 

 

3 
September 
1830  

They have started to 
put up the chains 
and got part 
attached to the 
Yorkshire side. 
Welsh has got one 
side of the brick 
bridge rebuilt and is 

RAIL 667/1026 

Letter from Wm Burn to Mr 
Otley, written in Stockton 

DSCN 3913 
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taking down the 
other. Bulmer is 
getting on well with 
the depots at 
Middlesbrough. The 
engine house is up 
and they are getting 
on with the 
chimney. One of the 
piers of the bridge, 
old river, is ready for 
the ironworks and 
the other they are 
going on with. 
Carter and Simpson 
are due an interim 
payment. The next 
lot of ground to 
Fairbridge 
measures 512yds 2 
ft. 

7 Sep 1830 Re payment not 
ready but available 
tomorrow for 
collection.  

RAIL 667/1026 

Letter from Wm Burn written 
in Stockton 

DSCN 3914 

 

1830 (?). 
No year 
given but 
catalogued 
as 1830-1 

9th month, 
8th  inst 

The fourth drop has 
arrived and the 
main shaft and 
sheaves are on the 
top of the fourth 
staithe; the 
workmen are 
hanging the cradles 
at the first staithe.  
The chimney at the 
engine house is at 
full height except 
the stonework at 
the top and the roof 
is expected to be on 
this week. 
Information on 
water depths under 
the new staithe and 
adjacent one and 
alterations carried 
out to the rest. 
Twelve ships have 

RAIL 667/1026 

Progress report from Wm 
Dixon to the Railway 
Committee 

Written in Middlesboro.  

DSCN 3892 
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unloaded ballast 
since last week and 
ten keels of stones.  

10 Sep 
1830 

Contracts let to 
Robt Richelieu to 
build cottages at 
Middlesbrough. 
James Dixon to 
draw up contract 
with him 

Moorsom 1975, 135  

16 Sep 
1830 

A second chain has 
been suspended 
and a third on 
Saturday. 
Additional links are 
required but other 
work to be done 
first. The piers of 
the bridge across 
the old river are 
now ready for the 
ironwork. The walks 
of the depots at 
Middlesbrough are 
up to the height for 
three staithes 
except for the 
coping. The stalk of 
the engine house is 
finished and the 
roof is on.  

RAIL 667/1026 

Letter from Wm Burn to Mr 
Otley written in Stockton 

DSCN 3915 

 

1830 (?). 
No year 
given but 
catalogued 
as 1830-1 

9th month, 
22nd inst 

The engine house is 
covered in and the 
workmen finishing 
the insides and 
placing pipes for the 
boiler. The engine 
men are finishing 
three of the 
staithes. Another 
main shaft and 
sheaves will be up 
tomorrow. The men 
are erecting the 
woodwork of the 
depots. Notes on 
tender (fender?) 
driven staithes. 
Fifteen ships have 

RAIL 667/1026 

Progress report from Wm 
Dixon to the Railway 
Committee 

Written in Middlesboro.  

DSCN 3893 
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supplied ballast and 
good supplies of 
stones landed.  

9 month, 
23rd inst 
1830 

 

A comparison of 
different supplies of 
timber. The builder 
Parnaby is happy 
with the cheaper 
one and so the 
Committee are 
urged to order some 
immediately as it is 
required.  

RAIL 667/1026 

Progress report from Wm 
Dixon to the Railway 
Committee 

Written in Middlesboro.  

DSCN 3894 

 

24 Sep 
1830 

Three chains are 
suspended at the 
bridge – Freeman is 
getting on as fast as 
he can. The bridge 
that Welsh is 
building will be 
ready for turning 
the arch next week. 
They are getting on 
well with the bridge 
across the old river. 
The depots at 
Middlesbrough are 
getting on as fast a 
scan be expected.  

RAIL 667/1026 

Letter from Wm Burn to Mr 
Otley written in Stockton 

DSCN 3916 

The roof of Yarm branch 
cottage is putting on and the 
one at Fighting Cocks will be 
commenced with next week. 
Measures taken of the weigh 
house, Stockton and some 
bridges and conduits the 
Haggerleases Branch ; the 
addition of Robert Morrows 
house will cost about £50.  

9 month, 
29th inst 
1830 

 

Two main shafts 
and sheaves 
mounted since last 
week and the 
machinery to a back 
drop has been fixed. 
One of the staithes 
will be covered in 
and the way made 
between the two 
this week. The 
engine house is 
nearly completed. 
Nine ships have 
delivered ballast 
and a good supply 
of stones has been 
landed.  

RAIL 667/1026 

Progress report from Wm 
Dixon to the Railway 
Committee 

Written in Middlesboro.  

DSCN 3895 
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30 Sep 
1830 

I consider that 
Favell has got as 
much money as he 
is entitled to until 
the bridge is 
completed. 
Marshall Fowler’s 
stone is very good 
and may be used in 
building the depots 
at Middlesbrough. 
Simpson and Carter 
is getting on very 
well with the bridge 
across the old river 
as Saturday is their 
monthly pay they 
wish £180…I send 
you an agreements 
for the two cottages 
at Middlesbrough. 
Ironwork for the 
suspension bridge 
has not arrived yet. 

RAIL 667/1026 

Letter from Wm Burn to Mr 
Otley written in Stockton 

DSCN 3917-8 

According to your plans and 
specifications I have made out 
a plan for the depots at 
Fighting Cocks and as they 
have Mr Storey’s approval he 
says I may get in estimates 
which will be sent up to the 
office … 

1 October 
1830 

Haggerleazes 
branch opened on 
October 1, 1830, 
running 4 ¾ miles 
from St Helen 
Auckland over 
Cockfield Fell, over 
the River Gaunless 
with the world’s 
first railway 
skewbridge (a 
bridge built at an 
angle over a river 
rather than at right 
angles, known in 
this part of the 
world as a ‘swin-
bridge’) and on to 
Haggerleazes Lane 
in Butterknowle. 

  

10th 
month, 6 
inst 1830 

The engine house is 
finished and the 
steam started today 
and worked well; 
the boiler flues and 
machinery answer 

RAIL 667/1026 

Progress report from Wm 
Dixon to the Railway 
Committee 
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well. Work on all 
staithes going ASAP, 
the road between 
two staithes is 
nearly covered in 
except at the top. In 
the river there is 7 
feet of water where 
the ships will lay. 
Today we had a very 
low ebb. 14 ships 
have delivered 
ballast since last 
week with a good 
supply of stones. 

Written in Middlesboro.  

DSCN 3896 

10th 
month, 
13th inst 
1830 

 

The road on top of 
the depot wall is 
nearly covered in 
between three of 
the staithes, the 
depot wall being 
nearly completed 
for five, and without 
further orders the 
piling will be 
finished in the river 
this week. The river 
is very uneven this 
week, being 
shallower in some 
places and deeper 
in others. Six ships 
have unloaded 
ballast and a large 
quantity of stone.  

RAIL 667/1026 

Progress report from Wm 
Dixon to the Railway 
Committee 

Written in Middlesboro.  

DSCN 3897 

 

14th 
October 
1830 

The pillar on the 
Yorkshire side of the 
suspension bridge is 
now finished and 
Favills (Savills?) are 
now finishing the 
parapet wall on the 
same side. The 
pillars on the 
Durham side cannot 
be finished until the 
chains are adjusted 
which are too short. 
Capt Brown 
wouldn’t allow the 

Letter from William Burn to 
Richard Otley, sent from 
Stockton.  

RAIL 667/1026 

DSCN 3919-20 

Thos. Day has been 
complaining of the price of 
cutting foundations and 
leading stone for the conduits 
on the Haggerleases Branch. I 
have spoken to Mr Storey 
about it and he consideres he 
should have 3 more per yard 
for cutting and 3 more per ton 
for leading than I have made 
which will be added to his 
account.  

I send you Michael Hindale’s 
(?) account for joinery work at 
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rods to be adjusted 
so a longer length of 
chain is required 
which will be 
quicker.  

Works at the bridge 
on the old river are 
going more slowly. 
Simpson promised 
to speed things up.  

Another staithe at 
Middlesbrough is 
ready for the beams 
and planking.  

The two cottages 
for the enginemen 
are ready for the 
roof 

 

the stables at the Railway Inn 
in Darlington  

10th 
month, 
20th inst. 

Four of the staithes 
are nearly covered 
in, the workmen are 
making the flat 
ropes fast to the 
sheaves to lower 
the cradle down to 
the river. Another 
drop has arrived for 
the fifth staithe 
which is making 
good progress. The 
depot wall is nearly 
finished at one end, 
they are closing the 
last arch today. The 
water levels are 
deeper today. 
Thirteen ships have 
unloaded ballast 
and good supply of 
stones. 

RAIL 667/1026 

Progress report from Wm 
Dixon to the Railway 
Committee 

Written in Middlesboro.  

DSCN 3898 

 

22 October 
1830 

The London Trading 
Vessels has arrived 
but no account of 
the additional links 

RAIL 667/1026 

Letter from William Burn to 
Richard Otley, sent from 
Stockton.  
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for the suspension 
bridge.  

All the walls and 
abutments for the 
bridge across the 
old river are 
brought up to the 
level of the main 
piers.  

All the walls for the 
depots at 
Middlesbrough for 5 
staithes are finished 
except the coping 
and they are now 
commenced with 
the 6th on the 
northward end.  

DSCN 3921 

10th 
month, 
27th inst 
1830  

The engine is now 
complete and works 
well. No river 
depths due to NW 
wind. 15 ships have 
unloaded ballast 
with plenty of stone 
in keels. 

RAIL 667/1026 

Progress report from Wm 
Dixon to the Railway 
Committee 

Written in Middlesboro.  

DSCN 3899 

 

28th 
October 
1830 

The additional links 
for the bridge have 
not arrived yet. 
Frances (?) has 
written to Capt 
Brown about this 
and I have written 
to Brown Lines (?) 
and Co to enquire 
how they have been 
sent and to check 
that they have not 
been left behind in 
the coach or any 
offices in London.  

The bridge across 
the old river is now 
level with all the 
main piers and the 
string course of the 
parapet is laid. The 

RAIL 667/1026 

Letter from William Burn to 
Richard Otley, sent from 
Stockton.  

DSCN 3922-3 

The Yarm branch cottage is in 
the same predicament. They 
have also sent to Sunderland 
but cannot get them. You 
might have some influence in 
speaking to Mr Botcherby(?) 

The Fighting Cocks cottage is 
now covered in.  



 

32 
 

mason work of the 
depots at 
Middlesbrough is 
far advanced. The 
walls of the last 
staithe is half way 
and weather 
permitting may be 
brought to the level 
next week.  

The four cottages 
are ready for the 
slates, but there is a 
shortage of slates 
with a vessel having 
gone missing that 
was supposed to be 
delivering more. Mr 
Botching’s (?) 
people have been 
applied to but they 
are unwilling as this 
was not arranged in 
the first place. 

Arrangements to 
pay interim 
accounts to 
Simpson for works 
at the Bridge 

11th 
month, 4th 
inst 1830 

Works are finishing 
quickly. Coal has 
been let down at 
two of the drops 
into a keel. The 
engine is working 
every day but due to 
a lack of water, only 
for a short time. The 
water levels are 
uneven. Ten ships 
have unloaded 
ballast and the 
depot wall is 
intended to be 
finished this week.  

RAIL 667/1026 

Progress report from Wm 
Dixon to the Railway 
Committee 

Written in Middlesboro.  

DSCN 3900 

 

4th Nov 
1830 

The chains of the 
suspension bridge 
are now lowered to 

RAIL 667/1026 The cottage at Yarm is now 
covered in and Bulmer is ready 
for his interim payment  
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the height of the 
railway and Truman 
(Freeman?) is now 
engaged in levelling 
the beams. Favell 
and his men are 
now engaged in 
finishing the tower 
on the Durham side. 
The bridge across 
the old river is in a 
forward state and 
ready for the iron 
working . The outer 
wall of the last 
staithe at 
Middlesbrough will 
be brought up to 
level this week.  

Letter from William Burn to 
Richard Otley, sent from 
Stockton.  

DSCN 3926-7 

11th 
month, 
10th inst 

The planking 
between five of the 
staithes is laid and 
three turn rails on 
the top nearly 
finished. The depot 
wall is nearly 
covered in. The flat 
ropes are fixed to 
three of the front 
drops and the men 
are finishing off the 
back drops to let the 
empty waggons 
down.  16 ships 
have unloaded 
ballast and 16 
waggons of coal 
have arrived for the 
engine.  

RAIL 667/1026 

Progress report from Wm 
Dixon to the Railway 
Committee 

Written in Middlesboro.  

DSCN 3901 

 

12th 
November 
1830 

Truman has got the 
beams of the 
suspension bridge 
nearly level and Mr 
Mellanby has 
commenced with 
the platform. They 
are now building 
the parapet of the 
bridge at the old 
river. The depots at 

RAIL 667/1026 

Letter from William Burn to 
Richard Otley, sent from 
Stockton.  

DSCN 3924 
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Middlesbrough are 
all up to height and 
ready for the coping 
which Bulmer is 
now preparing. The 
cottages are being 
slated and will soon 
be finished. 
Instruction to pay 
Truman for work at 
the bridges. 

Followed by a letter 
in the archive simply 
headed Stockton 
Friday half past 
(hour is blurred). 
12th November was 
a Friday so possibly 
later the same day: 

The remaining links 
for the suspension 
bridge have now 
arrived hence the 
quick update.  

 

 

 

 

RAIL 667/1026 

Letter from William Burn to 
Richard Otley, sent from 
Stockton.  

DSCN 3925 

17th (inst) 
November 
1830 

Another main shaft 
and sheaves are 
fixed on the 5th 
staithe. The 
turnrails are 
finishing off for 5 
and the way is 
nearly complete 
between 6 of the 
staithes and the 6 
frames for the back 
drops are all fixed. 
Having had a great 
fall of rain, the 
sands in the river for 
the last two tides 
have not been 
sufficiently dry to 
plumb the depth. 
Ten ships have 
unloaded ballast.  

RAIL 667/1026 

Report to the Committee by 
William Dixon, sent from 
Middlesbrough 

DSCN 3928 
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18 
November 
1830 

Mr Mellanby has 
commenced to put 
up the planking of 
the platform of the 
suspension bridge 
and has got two 
lengths put up on 
the Yorkshire side 
and should have the 
two on the Durham 
side up by 
tomorrow. The 
parapet for the 
bridge across the 
old river is advanced 
on the one side and 
nearly ready for the 
coping and on the 
other side nearly 
ready for the laying 
of the parapet. The 
depots at 
Middlesbrough are 
up to height and 
ready for the coping 
which is now in 
progress.  

I have made enquiry 
about the price of 
iron for the 
Middlesbrough 
staithes and find 
that Messrs Pease 
and Wrathmell (?) 
can furnish it 
cheaper than any in 
the line at Stockton 
so have asked them 
to supply.  

Notes partially 
damaged,  re a 
mixture of lime and 
other ingredients, 
plus boiling it to 
make timber last 
longer.  

Bulmer wishes £150 
for his account for 
works at the depot 

RAIL 667/1026 

Letter from William Burn to 
Richard Otley, sent from 
Stockton 

DSCN 3931 
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at Middlesbrough.  
Also bills from 
Carter and Simpson 
for timber work on 
bridge over the old 
river. Also reminder 
for account 
payment re trunk(?) 
at Middlesbrough  

18th 
November 
1830 

I am bound of 
necessity to stay a 
little longer 
therefore cannot 
attend the 
committee 
tomorrow. I will be 
at Darlington, all 
being well, on 
Saturday morning 
say 10 o clock. I will 
report all that we 
have done.   

RAIL 667/1026 

Letter from Timothy 
Hackworth to unknown, sent 
from Port Darlington  

DSCN 3933 

 

18th 
November 
1830 

Merchants and 
businesses  resolve 
to establish a 
weekly 
communication by 
steam vessel 
between the River 
Tees and the River 
Thames. Vessels to 
be stationed at 
Middlesbrough at 
the point where the 
S&DR are engaged 
in executing such 
extensive works for 
the exportation of 
coals. 

Durham County Advertiser 
26th November 1830 

 

24th Nov 
1830 

Progress on staithes 
going well. Four of 
the front drops are 
ready to lower 
down coals, and five 
of the back drops 
are nearly finished. 
The whole of the 
drawbridge for the 
old river will be 

RAIL 667/1026 

Report to the Committee by 
William Dixon, sent from 
Middlesbrough 

DSCN 3929 
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unloaded today; the 
great weights got 
out safely and no 
accidents 
happened. The river 
still has a great 
quantity of fresh 
water in it that 
makes it not run 
down. Nine ships 
have unloaded 
ballast.  

25th Nov 
1830 

The suspension 
bridge is well 
advanced, the side 
planking is just 
finished. Mr 
Mellanby is putting 
in the Carlings and 
expects to have 
much of the 
planking laid this 
week. The ironwork 
for the bridge 
across the old river 
has now landed and 
a crane has been 
erected to put it 
together. The 
cottages at 
Middlesbrough are 
all slated and two of 
them are plastered; 
the front and back 
doors are hung, the 
contractor would 
like half payment.   

RAIL 667/1026 

Written in Stockton 

DSCN 3930 (second page of 
letter missing so no signature 
but probably letter from 
William Burn to Richard 
Otley) 

 

    

December 
1830 

The Globe is 
complete and 
reached the S&DR.  

Holmes 1975, 24  

1st 
December 
1830 

The whole of the 
works are finishing 
off fast, the way will 
be laid between the 
6 staithes this week, 
and nearly covered 
in the whole length. 

RAIL 667/1026 

Report to the committee 
from William Dixon, sent 
from Middlesbrough 

DSCN 3934 
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Depth of river 
measured. Six ships 
have unloaded 
ballast  

2 
December 
(?) 1830 

Works on the 
suspension bridge 
are not as advanced 
as expected as 
workmen laid off 
two days this week 
because of weather. 
But Mr Mellanby 
says he will finish 
the platform this 
week. Mr Peacock 
will put up the 
handrail tomorrow. 
At the bridge across 
the old river, the 
workmen have 
been fitting up the 
ribs today. Bulmer 
has got the length of 
one staithe laid with 
coping and is 
anxious to get 
finished. Request to 
settle account with 
Carter and Simpson.  

RAIL 667/1026 

Letter from William Burn to 
Richard Otley sent from 
Stockton  

DSCN 3935 

THIS ENTRY IS IN THE WRONG 
TIME FRAME??? 

Reference to Simpson working 
on the coping at Fighting 
Cocks depot – let Mr Storey 
know.  

8th 
December 
1830 

The last main shaft 
and sheaves have 
been fixed on the 6th 
staithe and the rest 
of the machinery 
nearly finished. The 
engine is working 
and is better than 
before with the 
additions of the 
catches. The river 
has not ebbed out 
the last two tides 
and the sand in 
places is washing 
away. Oliver and his 
men forming the 
street have come at 
a gravel bed 8 yds 
long and 4 ft thick 
on the NE side of 

RAIL 667/1026 

Report to the Committee 
from William Dixon sent from 
Middlesbrough 

DSCN 3936 
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the hill. Six ships 
have unloaded 
ballast.  

9 
December 
1830 

A report seems 
superfluous on the 
Middlesbrough 
branch as so many 
of the committee 
have been eye 
witnesses to it 
today. Bulmer has 
got on with a fourth 
of the coping on the 
depot walls and a 
schooner load of 
stones for the same 
has arrived from 
Whitby.  

RAIL 667/1026 

Letter from William Burn to 
Richard Otley (last page 
missing), sent from Stockton  

DSCN 3937 

I enclose the measurements 
for the bridge across the 
Gaunless done by Matthew 
Gibbon and a deduction 
should be made of £8 from the 
bill for not constructing the 
parapet to the raking level of 
the railway and also that he 
should be (second page 
missing…) 

10. 
December 
1830 

The first tests of the 
suspension bridge 
were carried out by 
Alexander Mitchell 
and Thomas Storey. 
On this first 
experiment, a 
weight of 18 tons 
was placed on the 
centre of the bridge, 
which showed a 
deflection of 9 3/10 
inches.  

  

15th 
December 
1830 

The falling jib 
frames to the front 
drops are all fixed 
and the six cradles 
will be finished this 
week. Five of the 
staithes are covered 
in. The river has not 
undergone any 
changes since it was 
last plumbed. 
Having had very bad 
weather and several 
ships being lost in 
the storm only two 
have unloaded 

RAIL 667/1026 

Report to the Committee by 
William Dixon, sent from 
Middlesbrough.  

DSCN 3938 
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ballast since last 
week. 

17 
December 
1830 

28 empty wagons 
were placed on the 
suspension bridge 
with engine and 
tender, weighing 
altogether 37 tons, 
and extending from 
one end of the 
bridge to another. 
The result was a 
depression of 2 
3/10 inches. Eight 
loaded wagons 
were then placed on 
the bridge at equal 
distances, so as to 
cover the bridge. 
The weight was 34 
tons 1cwt, and the 
depression was 2 
8/10 inches. In the 
next test, 12 loaded 
wagons weighing 50 
tons 9cwt., were 
placed on the bridge 
at equal distances, 
and caused a 
depression of 4 
3/10 inches. 
Another test was 
made with 16 
loaded wagons, 
weighing 66 tons 12 
cwt., which were 
placed on the bridge 
at equal distances, 
and caused a 
depression of 7 
4/10 inches. The 
masonry of the two 
towers belonging to 
the structure was 
affected; on the 
Yorkshire side it 
split. So, no further 
weights were 
added. Instead it 
was decided that it 
would be safe to 

Jeans (1875) 1974, 108-9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Not everyone was satisfied 
with this approach, though. 
One driver was so worried that 
as he neared the bridge, he set 
his locomotive to “crawl” and 
leapt out of the cab. He 
dashed across and safely 
waited on the other side for 
his train to make its perilous 
path over the swinging, 
clanking bridge.  

Then he jumped back aboard 
and, full steam ahead, drove 
for Port Darlington. (The 
world’s first, and worst, 
railway suspension bridge 
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pass over any 
number of empty 
wagons, but loaded 
wagons would have 
to be passed over 
one at a time, with 
the engine passing 
first. This would 
allow 20 wagons to 
pass over in 5 
minutes once ‘the 
man got into the 
method’.  

A spectator wrote 
an upbeat letter to 
the Durham 
Advertiser on this 
day to report that 
the bridge was 
loaded Monday last 
to test it.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Durham Advertiser 
17.12.1830 and Moorsom 
1975, 67-8 

7 Feb 2015 / Chris Lloyd, 
Deputy Editor) 

18 
December 
1830 

I have seen Mr 
Favell this morning 
and he informs me 
that his brother has 
taken away the 
copies of the 
agreement and 
bond home with 
him and it will be 
necessary to send 
down the originals 
and also my account 
and his of the extra 
work on Monday 
morning by the 
Coach as Mr Price 
engineer had 
agreed with Mr 
Joseph Pease to act 
as umpire and has 
appended Monday 
1st as the day. Mr 
Price wishes a letter 
to say that the 
decision will be 
adhered to from 
both parties. 

RAIL 667/1026 

Letter from William Burn to 
Richard Otley, sent from 
Stockton  

DSCN 3940-1  
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Workmen putting 
up the drawbridge 
at the old river wish 
to have their 
account paid.  

22 
December 
1830 

Every preparation is 
being made for the 
27th. The road and 
fixing the platforms 
are intended to be 
finished on the 6th 
day, weather 
permitting. The 
river has not ebbed 
out on account of 
fresh water. Eight 
ships have unloaded 
ballast.  

RAIL 667/1026 

Report to the Committee by 
William Dixon, sent from 
Middlesbrough.  

DSCN 3939 

 

24.12.1830 Notification that the 
branch line would 
be opened on the 
27th December by 
Richard Otley 

Durham County Advertiser 

Moorsom 1975, 68 

 

27.12.1830 The new 
Middlesbrough 
branch is opened 
with a train of 
coaches and 
waggons hauled by 
The Globe which 
went on to offer a 
regular passenger 
service running at 
50 mph. The 
waggons carry a 
single block of coal 
weighing over two 
tons from Black Boy 
Colliery. The new 
staithes were tried 
out then 600 
entertained at 
dinner in the gallery 
of the staithes, 
under the 
chairmanship of 
Francis Mewburn. 
There were free 
rides, refreshments, 

Holmes 1975, 24 

Young 1975 (first pub. 1923), 
238 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Young 1975 (first pub. 1923), 
242 quoting a letter dated 
3.10.1881 from William 
Thompson to John 
Hackworth. 

Young 1975 (first pub. 1923), 
242-3 

 

Writing of The Globe, 
Pangborn said ‘In the Globe, 
the new passenger engine 
which he (Hackworth) has 
placed upon the Stockton and 
Darlington line, he is the first 
to secure steadiness at a high 
speed through horizontal 
cylinders and a crank driving 
axle.’ 

 



 

43 
 

the firing of guns, 
and ‘great 
demonstrations of 
joy’. The committee 
had a medal struck 
in honour of the 
event, which was 
generally worn that 
day, being  pierced 
with two holes 
which enabled them 
to be threaded with 
ribbon and worn 
around the neck. 
The obverse had a 
view of the staithes 
and the reverse a 
view of the 
suspension bridge 
across the Tees at 
Stockton.  

The engine and 
machinery were in 
the charge of one 
Thomas Greener 
(presumably the 
Thomas Greener 
who had worked at 
Etherley incline and 
had helped set out 
the Etherley 
trackbed before 
that.  

Hackworth’s 
staithes allowed 6 
ships to be loaded 
at one time, the 
laden waggons 
being lifted by 
steam power on to a 
platform 20ft high, 
from which coals 
were lowered to the 
ships by means of a 
cradle from shear 
legs. The platform 
of the waggons was 
then unbolted, 
allowing the coal to 
drop into the hold. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The wagons laden with coal 
were lifted on to a platform, 
20 feet in height and lowered 
to the ship’s deck. Jeans 
(1875(, 1974, 107 
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A contraption set 
the descending 
wagon down on to 
the rails on the 
staithe and carried 
off to a siding.  

29 
December 
1830 

Every preparation 
has been got 
through with as few 
accidents as 
possible. The men 
having been busy 
with the tables etc, 
the staithes have 
not advanced much 
this week. The river 
still improves in 
depth most towards 
the ballast staithe. 
Five ships have 
unloaded ballast.   

RAIL 667/1026 

Report to the Committee by 
William Dixon, sent from 
Middlesbrough 

DSCN 3942 

 

30 
December 
1830 

Mr Truman is 
engaged in 
strengthening the 
plates (?) at the 
suspension bridge. 
Favell’s masons that 
were repairing the 
abutments walls are 
xxxx with the xxxx as 
also all the other 
masons work on the 
lines. The smiths 
that are xxxx up the 
drawbridge are 
getting well on.  

RAIL 667/1026 

Letter from William Burn to 
Richard Otley sent from 
Stockton. 

DSCN 3943 

 

31 Dec 
1830 

The Committee 
notes the 
accumulation of 
mud at Stockton 
and concern that 
the staithes at 
Stockton will be 
useless. Ask the 
Tees Navigation 
Company to remove 
the accumulation.  

Moorsom 1975, 135  
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Application to be 
made to the Tees 
Navigation Co to 
place moorings in 
the river opposite 
the Middlesbrough 
staithes. 

1830-1 While at 
Middlesbrough, 
Hackworth did a 
certain amount of 
marine engine 
repairs 

Young 1975 (first pub. 1923), 
238 

 

1830-1  RAIL 667/1357 

DSCN 3881 

Coals and lime sold at 
Stockton Depots 

1831 Population of 
Middlesbrough was 
154. Cost of carrying 
merchandise to the 
coast was five pence 
per ton-mile. 

Holmes 1975, 29  

1.1.1831 Full operation of the 
branchline and 
staithes 
commenced 

Holmes 1975, 24  

1.1.1831 A long article on the 
opening of the 
Middlesbro’ Branch 

Durham Chronicle  

Moorsom 1975, 68 

 

7 Jan 1831 Works to the tees to 
improve navigation 
will be completed. 
Johnny Mill’s island 
near Stockton has 
been removed and 
the new channel to 
Newport will be 
opened for the 
passage of vessels in 
the present month. 
This will help the 
coal trade in 
Stockton and be 
cheaper than using 
ports nearer the 
sea. 

Durham County Advertiser 
7th Jan 1831 transcribe din 
Moorsom 1975, 184 
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10 Feb 
1831 

Invoice from Low 
Moor Iron Works 
near Bradford (Hird, 
Dawson, Hardy & 
Field). For iron 
bridge erected as 
per agreement 
(£810) and various 
parts and carriages. 

RAIL 667/ 1083 

DSCN 3975-6 

 

10 Feb 
1831 

The new cut in the 
Tees, from near 
Blue House Point to 
near Newport, in 
the parish, 1,100 
yards long, 250 
yards wide, and 16 
feet deep, to 
improve the 
navigation between 
Middlesbrough and 
Stockton, opened 
February 10th, 1831, 
the cost of the 
undertaking being 
£25,995, of which 
£2,826 was for 
parliamentary 
expenses; and in 
digging this new 
channel a whole 
forest of oaks and 
other trees was 
found buried, with 
their roots deeper 
than the bed of the 
river, and acorns 
and nuts in great 
abundance, and the 
horns of deer and 
the skull of a bullock 
which had long ago 
fed beneath their 
branches; and on 
the 9th of March of 
the same year, the 
Majestic steamer 
commenced weekly 
voyages between 
Middlesbrough and 
London. 

Tweddle 1890 
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On the opening day, 
the shareholders 
and friends sailed 
down the river in a 
steamer to 
Newport, where 
some vessels were 
lying; one of which 
was the Brig Arno 
which was towed 
through the cut to 
Stockton preceded 
by a line of steam 
boats and other 
craft amongst loud 
rejoicings, while 
spectators from the 
town lined the 
riverbanks. 
Handsome flags 
studded each side 
of the river. On 
leaving the vessels 
the members of the 
Company and their 
visitors marched in 
procession to the 
Town House, 
preceded by an 
excellent band of 
music, amidst the 
warm and cordial 
greetings of the 
assembled 
multitude. A 
sumptuous dinner 
was had for 100 
people in the 
Assembly Room 
which was 
decorated for the 
occasion with a 
band in the adjacent 
room. In the 
evening the four 
fronts of the Town 
House were 
beautifully 
illuminated with 
variegated lamps. 

Durham Chronicle 12 Feb 
1831 (transcribe din 
Moorsom 1975, 184-5) 
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13 March 
1831 

Account for Robert 
Hawthorn for report 
on Brusselton 
Engine. 

RAIL 667/376 p2 

DSCN 3946 

 

28 March 
1831 

Covering letter to go 
with invoice for iron 
bridge 

RAIL 667/ 1083 

DSCN 3877 

 

23 April 
1831 

 RAIL 667/ 1083 

DSCN 3981-2 

Delivery note and receipt of 
6061 cast iron chairs to 
Stockton on the brig Britannia 
of South Shields from the 
Millbrook Iron Co.  

1st July 
1831 – Dec 
31st 1825 

1st July 
1831 – 1st 
July 1832 

Quantity of coals 
sold at Stockton and 
Middlesbrough 
(copy sent to 
Edward Pease) 

RAIL 667/1357 

DSCN 3878 

DSCN 3880 

 

 

18 July 
1831 

Quote by John 
Simpson stonework, 
filling and planking 
of drawbridge done 
by Mssrs Carter & 
Simpson. 

RAIL 667/ 1083 

DSCN 3978-80 

 

30 July 
1831 

Tolls on the 
Middlesbrough 
branch to be the 
same as on the 
mainline for the 
export of coals 

Moorsom 1975, 136  

Winter 
1831-2 

The whole line 
between Shildon 
and Stockton is 
doubled due to 
Hackworth’s pleas 
“Gentlemen, I only 
wish you to know 
that it would make 
you cry to see how 
they knock each 
other’s brains out! 
The line must be 
doubled!” 

Holmes 1975, 25  
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Christmas 
1831 

30 men employed 
by Bulmer at the 
engine house in 
Middlesboro and 3 
horses forwarding 

RAIL 667/ 1042  

December 
1831 

Accounts re 
labourers working 
at the drawbridge in 
December including 
tasks, materials and 
costs 

RAIL 667/ 1083 

DSCN 3973-5 

 

2 Jan 1832 The engine house at 
Middlesbro is 
getting on very 
well… 

RAIL 667/ 1042  

5 Jan 1832 The warehouse at 
Middlesboro is 
complete 

RAIL 667/1042  

9 January 
1832 

Plans and 
specifications for 
the farmhouse at 
Middlesboro are 
ready for inspection 
at Stockton and 
estimates will be in 
by Thursday 
evening. If Mr Otley 
is not in, the 
estimates will be 
sent to him on the 
first coach on Friday 
to Darlington. 

RAIL 667/1042 Letter to Mr 
Otley 

 

26 January 
1832 

The boiler house at 
Middlesboro will be 
ready for the roof in 
eight days; the 
brickwork for the 
chimney is half way 
up and assuming a 
supply of bricks it 
should be finished 
in three weeks’ time 

RAIL 667/1042 Letter from 
William Burn to Mr Otley 

The roof work of Brusselton 
boiler house is on; the 
workshops at Shildon well 
advanced, and the engine 
house at Tully’s well up  

2 Feb 1832 The engine house at 
Middlesboro is 
getting on very well 
with one side level 
with the roof and 

RAIL 667/1042 Letter from 
William Burn to Mr Otley 
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the other side will 
be ready in two 
days. The chimney is 
now 50 (?) feet 
above the 
stonework. Repairs 
and alterations at 
the warehouse in 
Middlesboro 
underway 

9 February 
1832 

The Engine House 
will be ready for the 
roof this week. The 
chimney is well 
advanced, 30 feet 
more should finish it 

RAIL 667/1042 Letter from 
William Burn to Mr Otley 

 

16 Feb 
1832 

Bulmer and 
Heavisides incur 
additional costs and 
run 11 weeks over 
time due to changes 
in the specification 
for the warehouse. 
There was a penalty 
clause of £3 per 
week, but Mr Burn 
argued that this 
should not be 
applied as the 
changes were 
requested by the 
Committee.  

The chimney for the 
engine house is now 
50 feet high and 
Bulmer is now 
putting on the roof. 

RAIL 667/1042 Letter from 
William Burn to Mr Otley 

Bowesfield Lane cottages 
finished, but the contractors 
Bulmer and Hunton (?) want 
additional payment and to 
settle the account. Estimates 
for Yarm Lane cottages have 
been supplied.  

9 March 
1832 

Building works 
along the line are 
nearly at a close. 
The engine house is 
nearly finished and 
the chimney 
brickwork just 
within a few feet of 
finishing. 

 

RAIL 667/1042 Letter from 
William Burn to Mr Otley 

 

 

 

 

 

The mason works of the 
engine house at Tully’s is 
nearly complete – plastering, 
painting and slating taking 
place. The workshops at 
Shildon are within a fortnight 
of being finished. The works at 
the engine house at 
Brusselton are going rather 
slowly. The accommodation 
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Agree that tolls are 
too high on the 
branch and so a cap 
set 

Moorsom 1975, 136 bridge at Simpasture is pulled 
down.  

15 March 
1832 

The bricklayers are 
stopped from going 
any further at the 
engine house at 
Middlesboro and 
the masons have 
three more courses 
of stone to do at the 
top. Mr Bulmer, 
stonemason had 
not been paid yet 
hence the work 
stoppage 

RAIL 667/1042 Letter from 
William Burn to Mr Otley 

Masons commenced on 
cottage at Yarm Lane 

28 March 
1832  

Engine house at 
Middlesbrough 
complete 

Contra another 
letter: 

The chimney for the 
engine house, 
Middlesboro is now 
complete; the other 
parts connected to 
the engine house 
are now near 
completion.  

RAIL 667/ 1042 Letter from 
William Burn to Mr Otley 

Parnaby has got the new turn 
rail put in and raising the ways 
to the proper level  - possibly 
relates to the other ‘end’. 

5 April 
1832 

The contract with 
Chapin (?) and 
Parnaby to find and 
erect hoisting gears 
for the new engine 
house at 
Middlesboro has 
run into 
complications as all 
Parnaby’s men 
walked off site last 
Monday due to a 
lack of wages. 
Parnaby’s men had 
commenced with 
part of the ways on 
top of the staithes 
prior to the walk 

RAIL 667/ 1042 Letter from 
William Burn to Mr Otley 

Cottages at Yarm Lane are 
nearly half up. The joinery at 
Tully’s engine house is now 
finished.  

Carter is getting on very well 
with the accommodation 
bridges – Simpasture bridge is 
ready for the arch; the bridge 
lower down has one pier up 
..the bridge below that is 
pulled down and the next is on 
the way up. The mason’s work 
of the houses (?) at Shildon is 
finished, the painting work a 
credit to the contractors, the 
joinery nearly finished part 
from two outer gates. At 
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out. If more men 
can’t be found, 
someone else will 
have to be given the 
job.  

Brusselton they are nearly 
ready with the boiler seating.  

13 April 
1832 

Timothy Finlays 
account enclosed 
for he building the 
chimney at 
Middlesbro  

RAIL 667/ 1042 Letter from 
William Burn to Mr Otley 

Refers to measuring 
workshops at New Shildon – 
plans left at Darlington for Mr 
Otley to review.  Also received 
tenders for the mill at 
Haggerleases branch. 
Specifications made out for 
the machinery by Mr Gargett. 

Bulmer and Hunton wish the 
balance for the building works 
at Bowesfield Lane cottages. 

20 April 
1832 

Mason and joinery 
work at the engine 
house at 
Middlesboro nearly 
complete; some 
glazing and painting 
is required on the 
outside.  

RAIL 667/ 1042 Letter from 
William Burn to Mr Otley 

The work at the cottage on 
Yarm Lane is ongoing but 
slowly; the need block and 
coursed stone.  

27 April 
1832 

Quotes or 
measurements 
received from 
Blyth’s for painting 
the iron and 
woodwork of the 
drawbridge across 
the old river and 
suspension bridge 
requires another 
coat of paint as the 
present is beginning 
to fade and wear 
off.   

RAIL 667/ 1042 Letter from 
William Burn to Mr Otley 

The fair (?) bridges between 
Darlington and Shildon will all 
be ready for turning the 
arches in 8 or 10 days.  

3 May 
1832 

 RAIL 667/ 1042 Letter from 
William Burn to Mr Otley 

The boilers at Brusselton new 
engine house are now xxx and 
part of the flues done – about 
12ft of the brickwork of the 
chimney is built. They are 
getting on very well with the 
different bridges; the cottage 
at Yarm Lane will be ready for 
the roof this week.  
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11 May 
1832 

 RAIL 667/ 1042 Letter from 
William Burn to Mr Otley 

William Burn went up last 
week to set off the works at 
Haggerleases branch but the 
miller could not come over (?) 
before May Day. The mason to 
commence cutting out the 
stuff on the back part of the 
houses. 

18 May 
1832 

Measurements for 
extra work done by 
Messrs Parnaby and 
Chaplain (?) at the 
hoisting gears at the 
engine house at 
Middlesboro and 
also estimates for 
handrail, gangway 
and steps, together 
with 2 coats of 
painting of the 
frames (?) of lead, 
oil, labour and 
scaffolding.  

Also William Bulmer 
re various stone 
mason jobs near or 
at Middlesboro  

RAIL 667/ 1042 Letter from 
William Burn to Mr Otley 

Also building of the cottages at 
Bowesfield Lane to William 
Bulmer and Christopher 
Hunter  

28 June 
1832 

The intermediate 
(?) staithe at 
Middlesboro is now 
finished. The 
platform & handrail 
of the new hoisting 
gear is getting on.  

RAIL 667/ 1042 Letter from 
William Burn to Mr Otley 

The works at the watermill on 
the Haggerleases branch was 
set off about ten days ago. The 
foundations were cut out, but 
some additional labour as they 
hit rock. 

12 July 
1832 

Balance due to 
Chapman for work 
at Middlesboro 
staithes.  

RAIL 667/ 1042 Letter from 
William Burn to Mr Otley 

Mason’s and joiner’s works 
measured at the engine house 
at Tully’s at Shildon. The 
accommodation bridges on 
the line above Darlington are 
well forward. The last one at 
Shildon ready for the centres. 
Brusselton engine house 
nearly finished. Work at the 
mill on the Haggerleases 
branch is slow because the 
waterwheel case has to be cut 
out of the rock. The wheel 
case will be built up to the 
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level of the axle this week and 
the contractor thinks he can 
be ready for the roof in five 
weeks.  

10 Aug 
1832 

Painter has finished 
first coat of painting 
the staithes. 
Masons have 
commenced to lay 
the flags at the 
depots of the 
intermediate 
staithe. Chapman 
has finished his 
contract for the 
Platform handrail 
and at the new 
hoisting gears.  

RAIL 667/ 1042 Letter from 
William Burn to Mr Otley 

DSCN 3859 

The mill at Haggerleases mill 
was ready for the joists last 
Thursday. The mill wright got 
all his larger wheels …..Mason 
Christopher Moor wishes to 
settle his account 

16 Aug 
1832 

Painting of the 
staithes is getting 
on well but might 
have been further if 
the Company had 
provided more lead 
fumes. The joiner 
that is covering the 
hoisting gears is 
preparing his timber 
and will be ready to 
fit it up at the 
beginning of next 
week.  

RAIL 667/ 1042 Letter from 
William Burn to Mr Otley 

DSCN 3858 

Engine House at Bowesfield 
lane is set off.  

Estimates provided by Mr J 
Hackworth for building an oak 
cistern and also an estimate 
for lining it with lead.  

30 Aug 
1832 

Paint work at 
Middlesboro 
staithes stopped for 
2 weeks ‘for want of 
lead fumes’, now on 
its way as invoice 
has arrived. 2 
depots at the 
intermediate 
staithe nearly 
flagged. Mr Storey 
was to have sent 
some flags from 
Haggerleases 
branch to finish 
them with and also 
some stones for the 

RAIL 667/ 1042 Letter from 
William Burn to Mr Otley 

DSCN 3856-7 

Joinery work done at 
workshops in Shildon by Les 
Taylor. See ref across re 
Bowesfield engine house. 
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foundations of the 
engine house at 
Bowesfield Lane but 
he needs reminding. 

13 Sept 
1832 

The painters are 
getting on with the 
painting of the 
staithes weather 
permitting.  
Account sent by 
Chapman for 
hoisting gears last 
week.  

RAIL 667/ 1042 Letter from 
William Burn to Mr Otley 

DSCN 3854 -5 

Watermill at Haggerleases 
well advanced. Roofing nearly 
finished and flagging on house 
floor laid. The mill race is in 
very bad order and would 
need to be cleaned out. The 
dam head would require to be 
raised being too high for the 
race. Part of the newly built 
race leaves half of the water. 
Mr Bill has built some cottages 
adjoining the race. He would 
require to build a wall in front 
to keep up the stuff. The 
accommodation bridges are 
being near finished. The 
masons have been kept back 
for want of parapet coping. 
The foundations of engine 
house Bowesfield Lane  are 
newly laid.  

    

    

4 Oct 1832 The painting of the 
staithes in 
Middlesboro are 
now within a day of 
being completed 
and the covering in 
of the new hoisting 
guard is far 
advanced and may 
be finished in 2 or 3 
days. The 
stonework of the 
new Depots is late. 

RAIL 667/ 1042 Letter from 
William Burn to Mr Otley 

The engine house at 
Bowesfield Lane is up to the 
height of the engine pillar 

Meeting Mr Garbut tomorrow 
along with the mill wright to 
look at the mill on the 
Haggerleases branch. 

6.10.1832 A first class coach 
built by Harrison of 
Darlington was 
introduced on this 
day on the S&DR 
consisting of three 
separate 

Holmes 1975, 25  
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compartments, 
mounted on a single 
frame and available 
for private hire.  

12 Oct 
1832 

The painter has 
painted the staithes 
and Parnaby has 
carried out some 
repairs to the 
staithes 

RAIL 667/ 1042 Letter from 
William Burn to Mr Otley 
Sent from Stockton 

The mill at Haggerleases 
branch is well advanced. 
Letter has a scribbled footnote 
re ‘£100 p.a for nothing. When 
will we be done with this 
useless servant.’ 

19 Oct 
1832 

Piling for the new 
staithes at 
Middlesboro has 
commenced. The 
hoisting gears are 
now covered in and 
the woodwork 
finished. 

RAIL 667/ 1042 Letter from 
William Burn to Mr Otley 

The engine house on 
Bowesfield Lane has been 
going slowly for want of stone. 
The woodwork [photo has 
vanished!]  

1 Nov 1832 The depot for the 
intermediate 
staithe remains 
unflagged for the 
want of Ballards – 
all the stones are 
prepared for it.  

RAIL 667/ 1042 Letter from 
William Burn to Mr Otley 

Building Bowesfield Lanes is 
getting on well and will soon 
be ready for the cistern.  

Cottage at Yarm is let to 
Joseph Chapham/ Chaplain for 
£5 11 (?) explained that he is 
lighting the lamp at that place 

8 Nov 1832 Work by William 
Bulmer, Christopher 
Hunter, Thos. 
Clement, and 
Joseph Claxton 
completed and 
checked at 
Middlesbrough 

RAIL 667/ 1042 Letter from 
William Burn to Mr Otley 
(written from Aycliffe Lane) 

The bridges for 
accommodation between 
Darlington and Shildon are 
now complete 

14 Nov 
1832 

Wm Bulmer wishes 
£100 account 
settled for the 
engine house 
Middlesboro and 
£100 for engine 
house at Bowesfield 
Lane and James 
Atkinson wishes £20 
account for paving 
footpaths at 
Middlesboro. 

RAIL 667/ 1042 Letter from 
William Burn to Mr Otley 

Written from Stockton. 

 

DSCN 3867 
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22 Nov (?) 
1832 

 RAIL 667/ 1042 Letter from 
William Burn to Mr Otley 

Written from Stockton. 

 

DSCN 3866 

Burn was at Shildon last week 
and examined the mill 
Haggerleases branch which 
was well advanced. The 
millwright thought he would 
have it going last Friday.  

The mason work for the 
engine house, Bowesfield 
Lane is well up and the cistern 
nearly finished. 

Fn – the Haggerleases mill is 
now at work – the present 
tenant is a safe one but not a 
man calculated to extend the 
business at the mill which 
there is ample opportunity of 
doing – suggests giving him a 
year. 

10 Jan 
1833 

 RAIL 667/ 1042 Letter from 
William Burn to Mr Otley 

Written from Stockton. 

DSCN 3865 

Refers to measurements for a 
common sewer from your 
cottages to the upper end of 
20 cottages with drains 
through the archways to the 
different gates in the back 
parts of the buildings and also 
the common sewer up Dacre 
Street (not found on present 
day maps but a much later 
Dacre Close is at Thornaby s of 
Middlesbrough) the length of 
xxxxx Stephenson’s property 
xxx Hunton & Jixxx the 
measurements of the flank 
walls of Skerne Bridge I have 
left with Geo Stephenson as 
executed by Mr Storey, 

1 March 
1833 

Expected costs or 
roofing staithes in 
same masonry to 
match existing 
ones. As pillars for 
staithes are built of 
random walling, 
suggests a stone 
through each wall 
between the beams 
about 2ft long and 8 
inches thick. Also 

RAIL 667/ 1042 Letter from 
William Burn to Mr Otley 

Written from Stockton. 

DSCN 3863-4 

 

 

 

Connected with swamp 
conditions? 
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examined the new 
engine house and 
internal walls and 
noted that the walls 
of the engine house 
and boiler house are 
leaning in towards 
the chimney about 
1 ¼ inches caused 
by the chimney 
settling at different 
rates to the other 
parts.  

Orders and 
regulations agreed 
for Owners and 
Captains of Vessels 
using the shipping 
staithes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Moorsom 1975, 136 

15 March 
1833 

William Bulmer, 
mason is waiting on 
his account being 
settled by the 
company for his 
work at Bowesfield 
Lane and 
Middlesboro 

RAIL 667/ 1042 Letter from 
William Burn to Mr Otley 

Written from Stockton. 

DSCN 3861 

Note about costs of rope on 
back 

DSCN 3862 

16 May 
1833 

At the request of T 
Hackworth, William 
Burn examined the 
shafts and spur (?) 
wheels intended for 
the walls of the 
engine houses, 
Middlesboro for the 
fire engine dept. Is 
confident walls can 
bear the weight, 
they being 2ft 8 
inches thick of solid 
ashlar. But the 
works do cause 
vibration – suggests 
holding four walls 
together with iron 
bars and plates to 
strengthen it. Will 
need care when 
cutting the 

RAIL 667/ 1042 Letter from 
William Burn to Mr Otley. 
Written from Stockton.  

DSCN 3860 
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apertures for the 
machinery. 

7th 
September 
1833 

Trials are held on 
locomotives for 
passenger services 
as a consequence of 
the success of The 
Globe 

Holmes 1975, 26  

2 Oct 1833 Provision of costs 
for extra length of 
fender piling at 
staithe no. 6 at 
Middlesbro 

RAIL 667/1067 

From W Bulmer , Middlesbro 

DSCN 4367 

 

4th October 
1833 

After the trials, the 
best companies 
were bought out by 
the S&DR and 
managed by William 
Kitching who 
became the 
company’s agent for 
the operation of 
passenger traffic. 
Initially he used the 
old company’s 5 
coaches suitably 
modified and the 
more primitive 
‘cars’, but a month 
later a new 
improved coach 
was put into service 
with seats on the 
inside and outside – 
the Union. There 
were also ‘luggage’ 
coaches (equivalent 
to second class 
unglazed brake 
vehicles similar to 
those used on the 
L&MR) built at 
Kitching’s 
Hopetown Foundry. 
Fares now 
depended on the 
class of travel.  

Holmes 1975, 26  
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1.12.1833 The S&DR provided 
an extended 
passenger service 
over Brusselton 
bank to St. Helen’s 
Auckland, although 
on many trains only 
the first class 
passengers were 
able to travel over 
the bank (on 
29.4.1835, the rope 
broke while a coach, 
coupled to some 
waggons, was 
negotiating the 
western slope). At 
this time the 
Mason’s Arms was 
the booking office 
and Committee 
room.   

Holmes 1975, 27  

7.4.1834 Middlesbrough 
branch passenger 
trains were taken 
over by the 
Company and 
locomotive-hauled 
mixed trains started 
to run. 

Holmes 1975, 26  

1835 Advert for coal from 
Middlesbrough 
depot 

RAIL 667/ 1359 

 

9 March 
1835 – 8 
Oct 1835 

Two letters. Re 
timber stocking 
ground acquired 
from the railway, 
sale of oak, haulage 
by the railway. 

RAIL 667/ 1065 

From Robt Botcherby to the 
Railway Committee 
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Botcherley  gave up 
his waggons and 
sold his horses.  
Dispute with the 
Company. 

DSCN 4370-1 

DSCN 4372-4 

18 March 
1835 

 Re taxation plates 
on the passenger 
coaches of the 
S&DR, how is it 
dealt with. No 
plates visible on 
coaches.  

RAIL 667/1065 

To Mr Richard (Rick) Otley 
from T Randy (?), Stockton  

DSCN 4384-5 

 

19 March 
1835 (no 
year given) 

Arranging a further 
interview with the 
railway company 
about the 
prevention of 
woodland fires 
caused by sparks 
from locomotives. 
Makes some 
provisional 
suggestions re 
cutting trenches 
beside the line.  

RAIL 667/1065 

From Marshall Fowler (?) 
Preston,  

DSCN 4379-4381 

 

1835 (date 
missing 
from 
photo) 

Request for plans 
for new depot at 
Yarm for lime o also 
have a place to 
accommodate his 
stone. Includes 
sketch of how this 
could be done. 

RAIL 667/1065 

From Marshall Fowler 

DSCN 4382-3 

 

10 April 
1835 

 RAIL 667/1359 

From John Botcherby (could 
be Robert, see 9 March 
above) 

DSCN 4366 

Norwood Colliery expressed 
an interest in acquiring old 
rails and chairs 

14 May 
1835 

Recommendations 
to improve depth of 
water at Stockton 
by piling on the 
other side of the 
staithes 

RAIL 667/1065 

From John Cartwrights, 
Norton,  

DSCN 4377 
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21 May 
1835 

 RAIL 667/1067 

From R Hawthorn, Newcastle 
upon Tyne  to Committee of 
S&DR 

DSCN 4361 

Re a friend from Copenhagen 
wishing to purchase an engine 
similar to the old ones at 
Brusselton Plane. Would they 
be willing to sell one of them 
and if so on what terms? 

28 May 
1835 

 RAIL 667/1067 

From Josh, (?) Wilson and 
Bell, Newcastle upon Tyne to 
Mr Storey 

DSCN 4362-3 

Re purchase (offer of cash) for 
old rails, chairs and other 
metals 

8 June 
1835 

Response to a 
complaint re the 
weight of rails 
supplied to the 
Darlington & 
Stockton [sic] 
Railway co.  

RAIL 667/1067 

To Thos. Storey, Darlington 
Railway Office, from Bailey 
Bros?, Liverpool  

DSCN 4364-5 

Possibly relevant to whole line 

8 July 1835 Spent 2 days at 
Middlesbro and 
annoyed to hear 
from so many ship 
Captains about the 
state of the water at 
our staithes with 
possible solutions. 

RAIL 667/1065 

From Robt Meynall, 
Newcastle 

DSCN 4386-8 

 

21 July 
1835 

Re improvements to 
carriages  

RAIL 667/ 1067 

From R Hawthorn to R Otley 

DSCN 4355-6 

 

6 Aug 1835 Re the disposal of 
iron rails and chairs 

RAIL 667/ 1067 

From R Hawthorn to 
Committee S&DR 

DSCN 4357 

 

 

6 Aug  1835 
(but 
undated) 

Re the disposal of 
iron rails and chairs 

RAIL 667/ 1067 

From Thos. Storey 

DSCN 4358 -60 

States that line being relaid, 
but not clear where, but 
mentions Stockton and 
Middlesbro 
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17 Sep 
1835 

Aplogy for not 
completing 
valuation on time  

RAIL 667/ 1067 

From R Hawthorn, Newcastle 
to Mr James, Railway Office 

DSCN 4354 

 

3 Dec 1835 Re complaint from 
the S&DR 
Committee 
regarding the 
defective state of 
some of the berths 
at Middlesbro; with 
promises that it will 
be investigated 

RAIL 667, 1065 

From Tees Navigation 
Committee, possibly 
Cartwright.  

DSCN 4375-6 

 

12 Jan 
1836 

Re advance of salary 
for Mr James due to 
him being paid at a 
lower rate than that 
agreed. Agree 
advance and 
situation to be 
reviewed by Thos 
Richardson. 

RAIL 667/1084 

From John Pease 

DSCN 4327 

 

19 January 
1836 

Re inspection of 
complaints re Tees 
Navigation Co. 

RAIL 667/1083 

DSCN 3961 

 

22 Jan 
1835 – 30 
March 
1836 

Coals sold at 
Stockton and 
Middlesbrough 
(copy sent to 
Edward Pease) 

RAIL 667/ 1357 

DSCN 3879 

 

1 Feb 1836 Orders have been 
issued for the 
separation of the 
passengers and 
merchandising 
trains; the former 
will run as 
heretofore except 
the Shildon Evening 
train which is 
altered from 5 to 
half past 5. A coach 
will be attached to 
the merchandise 
train for persons 
missing the 

RAIL 667/ 1084 

From J Graham, Inspector 

DSCN 4321 
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passenger coaches 
..then gives times 
and ticket 
arrangements 

Undated 
but with 
1836 
papers 

Instructions for the 
Superintendent of 
coaches. To attend 
to the comfort and 
convenience of 
travellers etc, refers 
to various positions 
such as guards, 
porters, inspectors 

RAIL 667/ 1084 

DSCN 4323-6 

 

Undated 
but with 
1836 
papers 

Middlesbrough 
owners to lease 
gasworks from the 
S&DR for 5 years.  

RAIL 667/ 1084 

DSCN 4331-4 

 

    

12 Feb 
1836 

Correspondence re 
the bad state of the 
berths at 
Middlesbrough. 
Now unloading at 
Samphire Batts. 
References damage 
to the Danube 
(belonging to Mr 
Richardson) ten 
days ago.  

To the Committee. Written at 
Stockton upon Tees and 
addressed on the envelope 
from Mr Turnbull. 

DSCN 3965 

 

undated Resolution that the 
Committee is 
empowered to 
order works as 
necessary by raising 
money via loans, 
increasing tariffs or 
duties as funds not 
available in the 
Committee. The 
railway Co is 
authorised to 
approach colliery 
owners to see if 
they are willing to 
make a loan 
available in 

RAIL 667/1083 

To the Committee 

DSCN 3967-9 
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preference to 
increasing tolls.  

2nd sheet, also 
undated. 

To the Committee: 

Acknowledge Mr 
Pease’s efforts to 
raise the funds to 
carry out alterations 
opposite at 
Barnlett’s Bight and 
grateful for his 
contribution. If they 
can’t find the 
remainder they will 
need to raise dues.  

Jetty no.5 opposite 
Middlesbrough 
staithes is to be 
elongated and 
jetties east 
according to Mr 
Price’s plans. 
Middlesbrough 
staithes to be short 
piled and pottery 
staithes closed by 
short piling and to 
be lengthened. 
Issues of damage to 
ships due to the bad 
state of the berths 
at Middlesbrough 

3 March 
1836 

Correspondence re 
damage to the 
James of South 
Shields in the berth 
at the staithes. 
Letter accompanied 
a testimonial by Mr 
Lawson the ship’s 
owner. 

RAIL 667/1083 

To the S&DR Committee 
possibly from Mr Turnbull 

DSCN 3962 

 

4 March 
1836 

Testimonial from 
Mr Henry Lawson 
owner of the James 
of South Shields 
regarding damage 

RAIL 667/1083 

Written at Stockton on Tees 

DSCN 3964 
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to ship of coal drop 
no.6. Suggests that 
if the berth is not 
improved he won’t 
use Middlesbrough 
again. 

6 March 
1836 

Inspection report of 
dredging vessel at 
Southwold Harbour 
(built at Yarmouth, 
only 2 years old, 
remarkably strong 
and of the Billy Boy 
shape) on behalf of 
the committee by 
Fallows/ Fallons. 
T&Cs to 
rent/purchase.  

RAIL 667/1083 

Letter sent from London 

DSCN 3951-53 

 

24 March 
1836 

A note of length of 
railways including 
Samphire Batts to 
Chilton 16 miles 

RAIL 667/ 1084 

From Richard Otley’s office 

DSCN 4340 

 

6 May 
1836 

Begging that the 
committee hear his 
side of the 
transaction (and the 
Harbour Master’s) 
before making a 
decision in response 
to a complaint by 
ship captain who 
tied his ship to a 
staithe and refused 
to move.   

Letter from John Moorhead 
written in Middlesbrough to 
the Committee 

RAIL 667/ 1083 

DSCN 3954-5 

 

2nd Aug 
1836 

Apology for not 
having time to read 
over essay.  

RAIL 667/ 1084 

To J Pease, East Mount 

DSCN 4341 

Footnote says Brighton 
Railway, Stephenson lost in 
Lords Committee 17 to 8. 

This refers to two proposals 
for the London Brighton 
Railway – Rennie’s direct 
route (which was the most 
difficult and expensive to 
build), and Stephenson’s 
(which was longer but 
involved less civil engineering 
work). After prolonged 
campaigns by the supporters 
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of the different proposals, a 
bill for Stephenson’s route 
was approved by the House of 
Commons in 1836, but was 
later rejected by the House of 
Lords. A Parliamentary 
Committee of Enquiry was 
established to consider the 
merits of all four schemes. 

Possibly 
with the 
above of 
2nd August 
1836 

Refers to Richard 
Otley leaving, to be 
replaced by Samuel 
Barnard. Reports on 
coal carrying etc,  

 

RAIL 667/ 1084 

Committee report to AGM 
(meetings usually July), with 
many alterations 

DSCN 4343-8 

 

24 August 
1836 

Date on 
envelope is 
Sep 2nd, 
1836 or 
1834) 

 Letter from John Forster to 
the Committee 

DSCN 3970-1 

 

 

Report on works to staithe no 
4 at Cottage Row. They would 
have been finished this week 
but there was insufficient 
timber. Report on the extent 
of difficulties in obtaining 
timber. Mr Storey appears to 
have been unsympathetic, 
leaving Mr Forster in some 
difficulty. (Cottage Row is 
Stockton on Tees and no.4 
staithe is one of the original 
ones). 

27 Aug 
1836 

Re changes in 
regulations? 

RAIL 667/ 1084 

From John Pease to Samuel 
Barnard, Railway Office 

DSCN 4338-9 

 

29 
September 
1836 

Complaint that 
depot coals are not 
being drawn up 
when needed. Carts 
waiting two hours at 
times. 

RAIL 667/1083 

Letter from John Unthank 

DSCN 3957-8 

 

 

28 Nov 
1836 

 RAIL 667/ 1084 

DSCN 4349 

Appointment of agents at 
Darlington for collieries 

20 Dec 
1836 

 RAIL 667/ 1084 Re West Durham Railway 
notification of intention of a 
new railway to go to 
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From Mr Wheldon, solicitor, 
Barnard Castle  

DSCN 4328-9 

Parliament which will link to 
the S&DR. 

22 Dec 
1836 

 RAIL 667/ 1084 

DSCN 4335-7 

Notification of proposed 
railway from the S&DR at East 
Thickley to Frosterley. 

28 Dec 
1836 

Re terminating a 
contract for 
managing the 
shipping staithes at 
Middlesbrough  

RAIL 667/ 1084 

From Middlesbrough  

DSCN 4350-1 

 

11 Jan 
1837 

A notification of the 
transfer of a 
promisory note 
originally made in 
1st March 1827 of 
£500. Mentions 
Thos Dixon, Henry 
Bidwell of Norwich, 
John Holt Stanway 
of Manchester, 
William Peckover, 
George Oxley. 
Money now being 
called in with 
interest and 
payment top go to 
London not 
Norwich.  

RAIL 667/1108 

Written at Woodbridge from 
Elizabeth Sim(?) late of 
Norwich to Frances Newburn 
Esq, Sec to the S&DR 

DSCN 4303-4 

 

18 Dec 
1837 

Request for haulage 
costs for brick and 
lime by return of 
coach per mile.  

RAIL 667/1108 

From James Day, Commercial 
Lime, Middlesbrough.  

DSCN 4299 

 

5 Jan 1838  RAIL 667/1108 

Sent from Yarm from Robert 
Currnett(?) to the Committee 

DSCN 4290-1 

Complaint and claim re 
transport of goods which were 
allowed to get wet in 
Darlington. 

24 Jan 
1838 

I have no objection 
to paying 11 or 12 
pounds to release 
my son from 
working for the 
railway company. I 

RAIL 667/1108 

To W. Hutchinson, from, Wm 
Peacock, Stockton.  

DSCN 4316 
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had no idea about 
the debt or it would 
not have happened.  

25 Jan 
1838 

 RAIL 667/1108 

From Yarm 

From Robt Curnett ? to the 
Committee 

DSCN 4292-4 

Dispute as a fact what the 
Committee has said. The 
covers were removed from 
the waggons at Darlington by 
the S&DR agent himself that 
led to them getting wet. 
Suggests a meeting in 
Darlington. 

16 Feb 
1838 

 RAIL 667/1108 

Letter from J Tomlinson to 
Mr Barnard, from or to the 
carrying Dept 

DSCN 4269 

A list of persons riding on the 
line for free (who shouldn’t 
be!) – all colliery staff 

22 March 
1838 

The bearer John 
Heslop is under 
contract to supply 
the gas company at 
Thirsk with 100 tons 
of Butterknowle nut 
coal which he leads 
from Darlington 
depot his family 
residing in this 
town. He has 
applied to me to be 
partly relieved from 
the expenses of 
gates I have 
therefore referred 
him to you  

RAIL 667/1108 

To J. Pease, East Mount, 
Darlington. 

From signature illegible. 
Starts with G.  

Notes on reverse scored out.   

DSCN 4306-7 

 

5 (?) April 
1838  

Letter asking for a 
‘perpetual ticket’ to 
enable William 
Turnbull to travel 
between 
Middlesbrough and 
Stockton and the 
colliery on business 

RAIL 667/1108 

From Black Boy Colliery to 
Samuel Barnard from Richard 
Carter 

DSCN 4270 

 

7 April 
1838 

Reference to a note 
put into his hand by 
Thomas Richardson 
of   Stamford Hill  

RAIL 667/1108 

From Rob Waller (Walter) 

DSCN 4305 
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16 April 
1838 

 RAIL 667/164 

From William Lax 

DSCN 4438 

Notification of discussion to 
be had at the forthcoming 
S&DR Committee meeting re 
the Bishop Auckland and 
Weardale Railway re the 
termination of agreement 
with Josiah Smithson Esq. 

17 April 
1838 

 RAIL 667/1108 

DSCN 4268 

Correspondence from GNER 
to S&DR re the purchase of the 
Croft Branch 

12 May 
1838 

Damages sought 
after a horse killed 
by a first class train 
and damage to 
waggons on the 
10th.  

RAIL 667/1108 

To the S&DR Railway Co from 
Joseph Binns (?) and John 
Macdermid (?) 

DSCN 4287-8 

 

17 May 
year not 
shown 
poss 1837-
8 

Requesting that 
costs for haulage 
might be incorrect  

RAIL 667/1108 

From Nicholas Downing, 
Phoenix Foundry Shildon to 
Mr Barnard 

DSCN 4297 

 

13 Jun (?) 
1838 

Asks that the clerk 
be written to, to 
expedite the 
provision of oak 
timber purchased at 
Stockton 11 days 
ago. The excuse 
being given so far is 
that there is no rope 
to make it fast. 
Urgent need.  

RAIL 667/1108 

From William Cudworth, 
Middlesbrough 

DSCN 4295-6 

 

11 July 
1838 

Letter expressing 
regret that the 
Committee object 
to the costs of 
travelling to London 
and appearing at 
the Committee of 
the House of 
Commons re the 
Clarence Line – 
appears to have 
been waiting two 

RAIL 667/1108 

From Durham.  

DSCN 4271-2 
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years for this to be 
resolved. 

16 July 
1838 

Beg leave to deliver 
a locomotive engine 
that I have in my 
work shed on the 
Clarence Railway 

RAIL 667/1108 

From Mr Lister, Darlington 

DSCN 4313 

 

9 Aug 1838 Mr Oliver 
promoting a new 
weekly publication 
on railway coaches 

RAIL 667/1108 

Written in Darlington 

DSCN 4301 

 

17 Aug 
1838 

Middlesbro Estate 
offer to supply gas 
to the Railway Co as 
required ; will take 
the crane used to 
lift ballast, refs to 
new road,  

RAIL 667/164 

DSCN 4435 -4437  

 

27th of 
August, 
1838 

On the 27th of 
August, 1838, the 
Stockton and Port 
Clarence Steam 
Packet Co. 
commenced 
running a packet 
daily between the 
two places, calling 
at Middlesbrough 
for passengers and 
goods, but being 
before the time it 
was unsuccessful. 

Tweddle 1890  

Sept 1838 In September of 
that year, the 
neighbouring new 
town of South 
Stockton was 
planned; and on the 
29th of October, the 
Middlesbrough 
people entertained 
the Duke of Sussex, 
the Earl of Zetland, 
the Bishop of 
Durham, the 
Mayors of Stockton 
and Richmond, and 

Tweddle 1890  
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several members of 
parliament and 
magistrates, to a 
public breakfast, all 
of whom expressed 
themselves 
surprised by the 
rapid rise of the new 
town. 

1 Sept 
1838 

Agreement 
between Joseph 
Clapham and the 
S&DR  to 31st Jan 
1839 for a monthly 
payment of £43 10 s 
to provide as many 
horses and men as 
required for any 
increase in 
porterage business 
at Middlesbrough 
and Stockton and to 
personally 
supervise.  

RAIL 667/1108 

Signed at Stockton 

DSCN 4300 

 

3 Sept 
1838 

Acknowledgement 
of letter received on 
the 30th October (?) 
with Backhouse on 
Barclay of £96-14-
10 

RAIL 667/ 1108 

From John Dunn (?) 

DSCN 4273-4 

 

13 Sep 
1838 

Regret that not 
permitted to  
remove the waiting 
house on the 
Middlesbrough 
railway. Therefore 
had to abandon the 
plan shown to you 
by Mr Harris last 
Friday and make 
other 
arrangements. Will 
now use land to the 
east of the waiting 
house forming the 
north boundary of 
the railway now 
appropriated for 
wharf landing 

RAIL 667/ 1108 

From Wm Smith & Co, 
Stafford near Stockton to the 
Committee 

DSCN 4277-80 
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places, warehouses, 
manufactories, 
from where 
branches will be 
required to link with 
the railway.  We 
understand that you 
have old rails to 
dispose of which 
might help to meet 
our needs. Please 
let them know 
when a branch can 
be put out to the 
pottery.  

20 Sep 
1838 

Wishes to lay a 
gridiron for 
repairing ships on 
the beach in front of 
the shipyard – 
seeking permission 
to do so and to 
remove parts of the 
old shipping staithe 
that will be in the 
way. 

RAIL 667/ 1108 

From William Cudworth to 
the Committee, written in 
Middlesbrough 

DSCN 4275 

 

29 October 
1838 

HRH Duke of Sussex 
visited the ‘young 
but rapidly 
increasing 
important town of 
Middlesbro’. He was 
officially greeted by 
Thomas Hustler, 
and a number of 
gentlemen 
including Mr. Pease, 
MP, Mr Pease snr, 
Thomas Richardson 
of Stamford Hill (the 
founder of 
Middlesbro’) 

Durham Chronicle  

 2 November 1838 

 

18.11.1838 There had been 
problems with 
silting up near the 
shore caused by the 
jetties and so the 
water levels were 
too shallow. It was 

Moorsom 1975, 70 
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clear that a dock 
would be more 
practical. The 
Middlesbrough 
Owners led by 
Thomas Richardson 
approached the 
Railway company 
and offered to 
construct a new 
enclosed dock in 
return for an option 
on shipment of all 
coal brought 
beyond Stockton. 
This was also 
prompted by the 
opening of a new 
enclosed dock at 
Hartlepool which 
permitted loading 
at all states of the 
tide.  

 

 

 

Holmes 1975, 29 

19 Nov 
1838 

10 Guineas Reward 
for information 
leading to the 
conviction of ill 
meaning persons 
who placed a 
wooden rail across 
the Middlesbrough 
branchline on the 
13th inst, near the 
Shepperds House a 
short time before 
the passing of the 
last coach train. 
Apply to the S&DR 
office.  

RAIL 667/1108 

DSCN 4308-10 

 

14 Dec 
1838 

 RAIL 667/164 

DSCN 4439 

Minutes of meeting of 
Directors of Bishop Auckland 
and Weardale Railway held on 
this day. Wm Hepple in the 
chair. Re projected tunnel of 
the S&DR. 

17 Dec 
1838 

Re port charges 
being made by the 
S&DR 

RAIL 667/1108 

From CC Wilson to Mr 
Samuel Barnard 
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DSCN 4276 

18 Dec 
1838 

Seeking approval of 
text and notification 
of a more detailed 
forthcoming book. 
Notes that the line 
with branches is 40 
miles. 

RAIL 667/1108 

From the Railway Times 
Office 

DSCN 4281-5 

 

1839 The boiler of The 
Globe exploded at 
Middlesbrough due 
to a lack of water  

  

1839 A new dock is laid 
out by William 
Cubitt 

Moorsom 1975, 70  

1839 The proprietors of 
the Stockton & 
Middlesbrough 
Railway undertook 
the construction of 
the Shildon tunnel 
with a view to 
obviating the 
disadvantages of 
the Brusselton, 
Etherley and Black 
Boy Inclines.  

Jeans (1875) 1974, 110  

8 March 
1839 

Company 
blacksmith seriously 
injured by falling 
from the top of the 
lifting apparatus on 
Saturday last. 

On Monday last a 
(limed?) rope broke 
on 5 drop and on 
the lowering of the 
drop the rider was 
thrown into the 
hold of the ship. The 
rope had only been 
on 6 months and 
was from 
Manchester. The 
oiled ropes are 

RAIL 667/ 1108 

DSCN 4316 
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wearing 
uncommonly well.   

The working of the 3 
new drops occupies 
one horse for the 
whole of the time 
leaving him no time 
to attend to the 
depots and the 
Pottery. Suggest 
paying the man per 
weight and to get a 
horse and see over 
all works himself, 
rather than the 
company hiring 
another horse.  

2 May 
1839 

In 1839, the river 
Tees was lighted up 
from the sea to 
Middlesbrough, 
with floating and 
other lights, lit for 
the first time on the 
2nd of May. 

Tweddle 1890  

1840 Hackworth resigned 
from the S&DR to 
concentrate on his 
private works at 
Soho, Shildon, 
which he had 
founded in 1833 
and was run by his 
brother Thomas. 
William Bouch took 
over his S&DR 
position as 
engineer.  

  

Spring 
1840 

The Middlesbrough 
Owners formed a 
new branch railway 
from the S&DR to 
the new dock, a 
distance of 1 ¼ 
miles 

Moorsom 1975, 70  

1 Aug 1840 Agreement for 
purchase of land at 
Middlesbro’ (SW 

Moorsom 1975, 167  
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part of the new 
town) between 
Richard Otley as 
Agent of 
Middlesbro’ 
Proprietors and 
John Vaughan (Iron 
Manufacturer) 

12 Dec 
1840 

The first regular 
market was held at 
Middlesbrough, but 
not legalised for 
another six months. 

Tweddle 1890  

1841 Population of 
Middlesbrough is 
5,709. The cost of 
carrying 
merchandise to the 
coast was one fifth 
of a penny per ton-
mile 

Holmes 1975, 29  

1 May 
1841 

The ironworks of 
Bolckow and 
Vaughan opened, 
and were at first of 
very modest 
dimensions, 
consisting of a 
foundry, two rolling 
mills, and of 
facilities for doing a 
little engineering 
work. 

Tweddle 1890  

7 June 
1841 

The census, taken 
June 7th, 1841, 
showed the 
population to be 
5,709. 

Tweddle 1890  

21 June 
1841 

On this date, the 
inhabitants were 
favoured with local 
self-government, an 
Act being passed for 
paving, lighting, 
watching, cleansing, 
and otherwise 
improving the town 

Tweddle 1890  
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and 
neighbourhood, 
and for establishing 
a market therein; by 
which twelve of the 
principal 
inhabitants were 
named to act as the 
first commissioners, 
until their 
successors could be 
appointed by 
election on the 
second Friday in July 
following; after 
which one-third 
were to retire 
annually, and either 
be re-elected or 
others elected in 
their stead. 

23 24 Sept 
1841 

Re the joint 
arrangements over 
the construction of 
the docks with the 
Dock owners 
according to 
Cubitt’s plans and 
subsequent 
management and 
tolls. This resulting 
in the docks largely 
being under the 
control of the dock 
owners but the 
S&DR would pay for 
the land and part of 
the construction 
costs – a potential 
point of dispute.  
Suggestions for 
making this a less 
risky arrangement 
so that the dock 
owners would pay 
for the work and 
lease the docks to 
the S&DR. 

RAIL 667/222 

To the committee of the 
S&DR from Mewburn and 
Hutchinson 

DSCN 4392-7 
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19 March 
1842 

The water was 
admitted into the 
new dock, for the 
first time. This was 
designed to 
upgrade the 
staithes built in 
1830 . It was a 
commodious dock 
of nine acres having 
been constructed 
eastward of the 
town, entered from 
the Tees by a 
channel rather over 
a quarter of a mile 
in length, where 150 
sail of large vessels 
could lay securely in 
all weathers. 

Tweddle 1890  

12 May 
1842 

The new dock was 
opened for the 
transaction of 
business; in 
moderate spring 
tides there being a 
depth of 25 feet of 
water in the dock, 
and of 19 feet in the 
channel. 

Tweddle 1890 

Moorsom 1975, 70 

 

19.4.1842 The Shildon Tunnel 
is opened and 
passenger trains 
could now run from 
Shildon to South 
Church. 

  

1843 Middlesbrough 
Owners built a 
waterworks and 
reservoir in 
Middlesbrough thus 
considerably 
improving the 
supply of water to 
engines on the 
S&DR. 

Pearce, T. R 1996, p28   

20 Jan 
1843 

Fallons and Graham 
have examined the 

RAIL 667/ 224  
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flat ropes at 
Middlesbro which 
are too large for 
colliery use. Suggest 
instructing Geo. 
Craddock(?) to 
purchase these 

DSCN 4408 

17 March 
1843 

 RAIL 667/224 

DSCN 4411 

Re need for more shipping 
accommodation at Stockton 
staithes 

21 March 
1843 

 RAIL 667/224 

DSCN 4412 

Re leasing a staithe at 
Stockton for 5 years 

24 March 
1843 

 RAIL 667/ 224 

DSCN 4410 

Fallons has conferred with 
John Harris re the staithe 
accommodation at Stockton 
with works estimating £150 to 
rebuild the broken staithe. A 
master of a vessel was 
drowned near to the low end 
of the Dock piles and the jury 
recommended a chain fence 
be put up 

12 May 
1843 

Offers for rent of 
ship yard and shops 
at Middlesboro 
providing the tops 
are repaired with 
some planks of 
wood.  The 
Middlesboro Lime 
Co will take two of 
the divisions under 
the old staithes for 
their lime if the 
Company will place 
a small land crane 
on the end and 
allow the lime to be 
weighed. Principal 
Jackman Smith 
subjected to abuse 
from mate of a 
vessel yesterday. 

RAIL 667/ 224 

DSCN 4413-4 

 

Undated 
but with 

 RAIL 667/ 224 

From Fallows 

Application to rent parcel of 
land between staithes 4 and 5 
at Stockton for a boat building 
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1843 
letters 

DSCN 4417-8 

DSCN 4419 

DSCN 4420 

DSCN 4421 

DSCN 4222 

shop. Committee agree for £4 
p.a. 

Also application to rent one or 
more of the shipping staithes 
below the wharf for Steam 
Boat Coals. Will Committee 
allow? Should not a charge be 
made for all boats mooring 
alongside the old staithes? 

What charge will the board 
sanction for the use of the 
gridiron at the west end of the 
staithes? 

Request to use the old water 
pipes from the old staithes at 
the works at Shildon, about 
half would do. 

Re first coal delivery by a 
company to Port Clarence 

Note about taking out ballast 

19 May 
1842 

In order for the 
docks to be 
successful the line 
to the drops will 
have to be altered. 
Not sufficient water 
at low end. 

RAIL 667/223 

Fallows report on the 
minutes of the board of 
directors 13 May 1842, 
written in Middlesbro 

DSCN 4423-4 

 

24 June 
1842 

Report from Fallows 
that he put the dock 
into production on 
the 19th by shipping 
all the best coals 
there and this will 
now mean that 
coals will arrive 
considerably less 
broken.    

RAIL 667/223 

DSCN 4425 

 

5 Aug 1842 Fallows and Harris 
recommend that 
the board should 
offer for sale the 
whole of the drops 
machinery and the 2 
engines with the 
lifting apparatus 

RAIL 667/ 223 

DSCN 4426-7 
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and offer to let each 
division of the 
staithes for ship 
yards etc. Fallows 
has had mooring 
chains taken out of 
the river and will 
use at the dock. 

12 Aug 
1842 

Requests for clerks 
office and stables at 
the Dock.  

RAIL 667/223 

DSCN 4428 

 

2 Sep 1842 Fallows / Fallons 
recommends 
advertising the old 
staithes at 
Middlesbro for let 
to ship builders, 
black and mast 
makes, chandlers, 
rope makers. With 
wording for advert. 

RAIL 667/223 

DSCN 4429 

 

11 Nov 
1842 

 RAIL 667/223 

DSCN 4430 

Serious accident at Stockton 
staithes by the breaking down 
of one of them when the 
waggon was on it and the man 
in the act of leaving it. The 
waggon fell into the keel with 
the man. The man is injured 
but better this morning 

undated Flat Ropes. Geo. 
Cradock has 
examined the flat 
ropes now in stock 
at Middlesbro and 
the best thing to do 
is to take them into 
pieces and make 
them into round 
ropes. Fallows has 
let the building yard 
for £15. 

RAIL 667/223 

DSCN 4431 

 

undated R Jowsey visited the 
shipping staithes on 
the Wear and The 
Tyne for the 
purposes of 
disposing of the flat 

RAIL 667/223 

DSCN 4432 
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rope in the 
possession of the 
company, but did 
not succeed. The 
Company are losing 
money by there 
being a great 
difference in price 
between using 
Stockton and 
Middlesboro which 
drives carts towards 
Stockton to the 
Clarence Railway 
depot. 

16 Dec 
1842 

There are several 
lengths of flat rope 
at Middlesboro, 
quite new, also an 
entire set on the 
drops, some of 
them not worth 
anything but old 
rope; what will the 
board recommend 
be done with the 
stock 

Need to put gas 
lights up at the dock 
for the safety of the 
public. There are 
insufficient pipes 
and pillars at 
present at the old 
staithes for the 
purpose 

RAIL 667/223 

DSCN 4433 

 

2 June 
1843 

Foreign vessel has 
arrived too large for 
the dock. Also note 
about someone 
being discharged 
from employment 
of Company (A 
Cranston?) 

RAIL 667/ 224 

DSCN 4416 

 

9 June 
1843 

Report of a ship 
being too large for 
the dock; seeking 

RAIL 667/ 224 

DSCN 4415 
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advice from 
Committee 

1844 The Tees 
suspension bridge 
was replaced by an 
iron girder bridge 

  

1 Dec 1844 Notify stakeholders 
that the Act of 
Parliament has 
been submitted for 
the Middlesbro & 
Redcar Railway 

RAIL 667/ 618 

From Francis Mewburn and 
Henry Hutchinson 

DSCN 4400-06 

 

1846 The once-solitary 
"one farm house," 
of which we have 
heard so much -  
was pulled down, 
and, like a detected 
thief, gave up a 
portion of its 
plunder; zigzag 
mouldings of old 
Norman 
architecture, with a 
debased 
perpendicular 
window of a much 
later date, with 
other materials 
stolen from the 
priory or cell, and 
built in to save the 
plunderers a trifle in 
the cost of stone, 
and plastered over 
so as to escape 
detection. 

The Old Town Hall is 
opened 

Tweddle 1890 
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4 June 
1846 

In 1846, the railway 
was extended from 
Middlesbrough to 
Redcar, a distance 
of 7½ miles, and was 
opened on the 4th 
of June, when 
George 
Stephenson's 

Jeans (1875) 1974, 110 
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primitive old steam 
locomotive, "No. 1," 
used at the opening 
of the Stockton and 
Darlington Railway 
twenty years 
before, but then laid 
aside, was once 
more brought out, 
and used for the 
occasion, 
performing the 
distance in 25 
minutes 

1849 Consett ironworks 
supplied with ore 
from Grosmont, and 
afterwards from 
Upleatham; and 
Skinningrove mines 
worked by Bolckow 
and Vaughan, 
whatever they had 
hitherto collected 
on the coast being 
carried in barges to 
Middlesbrough, and 
sent from there by 
rail to Witton Park 
(and back to the 
start of the S&DR) 

Tweddle 1890  

1 Aug 1849 An act was passed 
to enable the 
Stockton and 
Darlington Railway 
Company to lease 
the Middlesbrough 
Dock 

Tweddle 1890  

1852 The 1842 dock was 
taken over by the 
Stockton and 
Darlington Railway 
Company 

Tweddle 1890  

21 Jan 
1853 

A charter of 
incorporation was 
granted to 
Middlesbrough, by 
which the Town 

Tweddle 1890  



 

86 
 

Commissioners 
gave place to a 
Mayor, four 
Aldermen, and 
twelve Town 
Councillors; the 
municipal borough 
(which has since 
been considerably 
extended, and 
divided into wards) 
then comprising the 
whole of the 
township of 
Middlesbrough, but 
only a small portion 
of that of Linthorpe 
in the same parish. 

 


