
 

 

Minutes of Trustees Meeting (virtual meeting 15) 5TH July, 2021 

Item Minute Action 

1 Members present: Niall Hammond (NH); Ross Chisholm (RC); 
Caroline Hardie (CH); Mike Renton (MR); Alan Townsend (AT); Peter 
Bainbridge (PB),  Norman Hugill (N Hugill)  

 

2 Apologies for absence: Alan MacNab (AM); Barry Thompson (BT), 
Trish Pemberton, (TP); Jane Hackworth-Young, Vice President; 
Matthew Pease (MP), President 

 

3 Minutes of last meeting: Accuracy: NH would contact AM over the 
missing words off the second sentence of Para. 5  

NH/AM 
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Minutes of last Meeting: Matters Arising; NH reported that 
Norman Hugill is employed on a part-time basis by the Weardale 
Railway, who are very supportive of our interests  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Declarations of Interest: None 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Ratification of decisions made by electronic vote between 

meetings: MR confirmed that his being associated with Tony Stowers 

on social media was in no way a formal connection 

Chair’s Activity Summary; (NOW APPENDED) NH said that he would 
be happy to make improvements to the monthly reports, which would 
both be circulated to the membership and placed on the central 
website.  
_________________________________________________________ 
Historic England Capacity Grant Report (NH/CH) 
CH reported that the definitive booklet was finished except for a glitch in 
finishing the map. We would print 1,000 copies, principally for teachers, 
but would have discretion to gift copies to key partners. CH was aware 
that a revision would be needed by 2025 because of changes at 
museums etc. 
NH reported that the Heritage Crime document was still in draft, but that 
we would see it this month before finalisation.  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Culture Recovery Fund Grant Report (NH/CH). 
CH had circulated a full report on the completion of the new website 

(APPENDED).  NH said he would be providing a report on the final 
expenditure on this grant at the next Trustees meeting. With the 
deadline for a lot of the expenditure at 30th June, he had completed the 
process of placing some final orders from underspends for materials for 
the area groups (see his email of Friday, June 25, 2021 2:58 PM) and was 
finalising dealing with the consultants who have provided services, but 
who had been liable to a variety of unforeseen delays. He had all the 
invoices and prepared claims forms, to enable closing of the account. 
It was agreed that we should find a date for a Trustees’ Awayday, to 
step back and assess the overall scope of what we can achieve. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
National Lottery Heritage Fund bid with Darlington BC  
A meeting over the internal design of the lime cells accommodation had 
been held, and a delayed reply to our questions about our tenure of 
them has since been received. 
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RHB contracts 
The ‘Economic Impact Assessment’ consultants had postponed the 
second of two consultations with RHB partners, apparently occasioned 
by delays in the supply of information they needed from some partners 
(other than ourselves).  
The ‘Branding & Wayfinding’ consultants had supplied in draft their 
artistic impression of boards and waymarks which NH would forward to 
us after a meeting of the 12th 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The Globe (CH) 
CH was happy to say that she had 29 pages of copy already, ahead of 
the deadline for the 12th 
________________________________________________________ 
Membership (PB)  
Among new applicants was Andy Guy. PB would start the process of 
renewals from 1st August. 
_________________________________________________________ 

Accounts 
PB reported that we had carefully prepared the application to 
HMRC for the reclaiming of Gift Aid for the deadline of July 5th, 

and we awaited the outcome 
________________________________________ 

Planning (See Appended report) 

 Platform 1 conversion from public house to convenience store 

(2d21). As stated in the report, permission, very regrettably, was 
granted on 9 June, but with conditions relating to landscaping, 
archaeology etc.  RC has confirmed that the developers are 
agreeable to discussing the details with the Friends before they 
submit them for approval.  There will be public consultation on the 
landscaping proposals.  NH had been contacted by  the 
developers to discuss proposals for the former coal depot part of 
the site and the provision of the information boards. He would 
meet them on site on 14th July at 10 am. If anyone else wanted 
join him. 
 

Darlington (Bank Top) Station. The current applications 
related to demolition and new build for Gateway East (2g21) 
and demolition and highway infrastructure reorganisation for 

Gateway West (2h21), leaving changes to the existing Grade 
II* structure for another application. 

Our comments from an S & D point of view related to 
information about and access to heritage assets at North Road 
Station, about which NH had been touch with Ben Houchen, as 

well as to the route of the Croft branch. Many of our other 
comments related to circulation, including bus access, the loss 

of drop-off facilities at the west side, and access to the 600 
space multi-storey car park to the east. The comments have 

been further consulted as  a draft submission in RC’s email of 
Tuesday 06/07/2021 14:48  
Rail Heritage Quarter (2i21). This very extensive set of 

documents prompted a significant number of concerns. There 
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was agreement that the “glass box” extension to the goods 

shed couldn’t be justified, but we also counted up a number of 
wider concerns: 

- the running of narrow gauge track and vehicles on the 

route of the 1825 Darlington Branch extension 
- poor disabled access to the platform 

- the mundane setting of the Skerne Bridge under this 
plan, with the prominence of parking rather than tree 
growth    

- lack of integration with the through route for walking 
and cycling 

It was necessary to sustain these conservation arguments in 
our submission, while welcoming the project overall. 
 

Our consultation response was not to be seen as a 
contradictory  to our participation in the RHQ lottery bid and 

occupation of the Lime Cells  
  
Erection of 1.8m high boundary fence at Hurworth to enclose open 
space into domestic curtilage to rear of property (2j21). This 
incursion on to the formation (but not the running area) of the Croft 
Branch would set a precedent and required an objection. We needed 
any available information on land ownership.    
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Fighting Cocks Projects Updates (Appended) 

RC said there was great dismay in the Planning Committee room 
over the decision in favour of the developers. In particular, after 
speaking for his allotted 5 minutes, that neither he nor anyone 
else could challenge incorrect statements made later by 
councillors. It was noted that the HAZ were not active in this 
scene. One way forward would be to approach Ben Houchen for 
the Authority to buy the premises  (in the same manner as 
Durham County were considering the Heighington property), 
supported by a letter to the ECHO before the 14th.  
Trustees were reminded of the joint walk with members of the 
local history group on the 22nd. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Events 
Regarding events in Stockton up to this year’s Anniversary, the meeting 
referred with approval and great thanks to BT for his work recorded to 
us in his APPENDED REPORT  
Among events being circulated, the Hackworth Park meeting was part 
of a celebration of our industrial heritage at large, one of a number of 
events across the County in the absence of a Durham Miners’ gala this 
year. Most of our area groups will be represented. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
AOB  
AT pointed out that it was good practice for a committee deciding on a 
departure from its regular date for a meeting to consult absent 
members, ie  who had had to make apologies for the existing meeting. 
NH suggested that August was probably too early to revert to in person 
meetings. However, the September AGM provided a grand opportunity: 
we could consider Head of Steam as a venue, with a walk and a 
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conclusion at the nearby Railway Tavern. AT suggested that an 
accompanying ordinary meeting, with substantive discussion, would 
add significant interest to members. 
 ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Date of next meeting (August 5th) 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Chair’s Report/activity for June 2021 
 
Weekly each Tuesday morning progress meeting with Brightwhite 
(plus Richie and Kirsty) on the progress of the Branding and 
Wayfinding strategy. 
 
Tuesday 1st June & Friday 11th June. Providing a guided talk and 
walk from Shildon ‘Stute’ as part of the Stories Along the Line 
Project with Citizen Songwriters.    
 
Monday 7th June. Rail Heritage Board Executive Group Meeting.  
 
Tuesday 8th June. Meeting and subsequent correspondence with 
Darlington Council and architects to discuss requirements for the 
Lime Cells as offices. 
 
Wednesday 9th June. Meeting with owner of former Locomotion 
No. 1 /Heighington Station) to discuss the future of the building and 
options.   
 
Saturday 12th June. Invite to Tanfield railway event for launch of 
steam locomotive Horden. Informal discussions on marking 2025. 
 
Friday 15th June; meeting with Patrick Boggon of Tarnside 
Consultants regarding fundraising  
 
Thursday 17th June. Zoom meeting with community pub group 
regarding future of Fighting Cocks.   
 
Tuesday 22nd June. Attend memorial drinks reception for Brendan 
Boyle.  
 
23rd June. Attend Rail heritage Board Meeting  
 
 
Correspondence/paperwork; Darlington RHQ lottery bid; Ben 
Houchen TVCA mayor (ref Fighting Cocks); Cllr Richard Bell DCC; 
Bellway Homes; Historic England listing team; Shildon ‘Stute’; 
continuing work on FSDR Business Plan. Agenda/minutes/website 
and FB correspondence etc. 
 
Significant time spent on finalising Culture recovery Fund grant 
aided work before 30th of June deadline. 
 
Progress on Heritage Crime report for Historic England. 



 

 

 
 
Friends’ Web Site Report on Completion  
Our new web site is now live and largely complete. It retains the original 
address of www.sdr1825.org.uk. It is a more modern looking web site 
and it conforms to current standards relating to accessibility and 
security. It can be used on desk tops, tablets or mobiles. Images on the 
site are from members and Facebook followers as well as being 
sourced from our archives. The site has the capacity to grow and we 
can add new archives, publications, merchandise and enhance our 
Community Museum. The web site is fairly large so that it can fulfil 
several roles. 
 1. ABOUT It promotes the Friends and the work that we do. Information 
about Trustees, our constitution and charitable objectives can be found 
here and ensure that there is transparency about how we work. Our 
partners are listed at the foot of the first page to show who we work with 
and adds credibility to our work. The JOIN button is visible throughout 
the site. There is also a countdown clock to 27th September 2025 – we 
will take this down when we get there. 
 2. JOIN It encourages people to join in several places and highly visible 
buttons will take potential members to the relevant page to do so.  
3. EXPLORE It signposts people to other places such as Locomotion, 
Head of Steam and Preston Park. It also makes available all our walks 
booklets as free downloads (or to purchase from the shop)  
4. EVENTS It has a page devoted to events. This will be the go-to place 
for events, although if they are open to all, we will continue to promote 
them through social media. Events can be found by scrolling through 
the list in date order, or by viewing a calendar or by searching on dates. 
This slows people to plan their visit for example around holiday dates. 
We have not been publishing events in The Globe due to covid. I 
suggest that the decision on what events to promote in The Globe in 
future will be dictated by available space and that we will prioritise 
Friends’ run events in the Globe. The web site can be more 
accommodating because there is no restriction on size. Please send me 
any events that you think should be listed. I’ll need dates, times, cost 
and a general description. A photo is welcome but I can often find one 
in our new web site gallery 
 5. NEWS It has another page devoted to latest news. Please send me 
newsy items as soon as you have them. Photos are welcome too 
 6. CONTENT MANAGEMENT It is also a content management system 
providing an increasingly valuable resource for people wishing to carry 
out research or learn more about the S&DR. This is divided into: 
COMMUNITY MUSEUM with ARTEFACTS OF THE S&DR, PEOPLE 
OF THE S&DR and ARCHIVES OF THE S&DR as three sub headings. 
Artefacts is a bit thin but we’ll gradually fill it up with objects and 
railwayana belonging to members. 
Archives consists of material transcribed by members, newspaper 
clippings that are out of copyright, the John Proud Collection (excluding 
anything that is copyright someone else). We will add to this in due 
course. I’ve started a Dennis Ibbetson Collection. 
 People of the S&DR – this is a list of people who have had some 
connection and a biography of them. Many of the articles by Brendan 
Boyle are to be found here on John Carter or Martha Howson.  



 

 

7. ONLINE LIBRARY This is a library of publications and grey literature 
that might be of interest to people and which is available digitally and 
without copyright issues. Again, we can expand this over time. 
 8. SHOP It has a shop which allows anyone to join and pay by debit 
card or to purchase our walks booklets, back copies of The Globe and 
merchandise from the Royal George collection.  
9. MEMBERS’ AREA This will house minutes, agendas and the latest 
version of The Globe for paid up members. If we are able to negotiate 
offers, events etc we can put them here. It can only be accessed by 
password. The password for the next year until 2022 is Locomotion, 
although I suggest that we don’t circulate that until September (unless 
we do an earlier launch of the site). This gives us time to populate it 
with more things. At the moment is just has previous minutes and I’ll 
upload future agendas when I get them.  
Training We need people to learn how to add and edit content to the 
web site. It cannot be left to me. However, I appreciate that amongst the 
Trustees there seems little interest in doing this. So, I have banked the 
training from Lisa for the moment in the hope that we can recruit new 
members willing to take this on. In the meantime, I am learning how to 
add content so please bear with me. It takes me a long time to figure 
things out!  
Hosting To take advantage of the grant aid, we are paying up front for 5 
years’ worth of hosting. Snagging As the site is used, it is possible that 
we will uncover glitches. If it is simple I can deal with it. If it is more 
tricky, we have 12 months of support from Lisa. Just send me a note of 
any glitches. 
 Costs The site is very large so it has taken a long time to get it right in 
terms of content and functionality. Inevitably that means it has taken 
more time than the original quote – it can take the best part of a day to 
explore everything and test all the links and we have been through that 
process three times now. I understand that the Trustees approved in 
principle an additional £1,000 to cover these extra costs which will 
cover the extra time spent on creating the site. Launch? At some stage 
we can make a public announcement that the site is up and running and 
do an official launch. Would Trustees like to do this soon or wait until 
September? CHH June 2021 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

. Planning Officer’s Report; S&DR Trustees Meeting 
5 July 2021 
Any updates on the following items will be presented at the meeting 
 
1  DURHAM COUNTY 
 
a Proposed Industrial Unit at Dabble Duck Industrial Estate, Shildon.   
20/00680/OUT 
 
Further to previous reports, this application has still not been decided.  The 
issue relates to the possible impact on the trees which line the S&DR route at 
Shildon. 
 
b  DM/20/00713/FPA  Change of use of land for use within a General 
Industrial (B2) Class use.  Hackworth Industrial Park Darlington Road 
Shildon 
 
Further to previous reports, the application has still not been determined.   The 
roadside trees and other landscaping are in need of attention and we need to 



 

 

talk to the County Council about its maintenance. The applicant’s proposed 
steel security fencing is not appropriate. 
 
c  DM/21/01500/WAS | Construction and operation of a high temperature 
thermal treatment facility for clinical and hazardous wastes | Land North 
Of Hitachi Rail Europe Ltd Millennium Way Aycliffe Business Park DL5 
6UG 
 
The site lies approximately 300 metres west of Heighington Station and to the 
south of Heighington Lane.  We have submitted the following comments: 
 
The Friends of the Stockton & Darlington Railway note that the application 
recognises the S&DR Heritage Action Zone and assesses the visual impact of 
the proposals on the signal box and former Locomotion No 1 public 
house/Heighington Station.   
However there is concern that the application makes no reference to Policy 46 
of the County Durham Plan or to the Historic Environment Audit of 2016.  It is 
therefore unclear if the proposed development is compliant with that policy. 
The Friends therefore recommend that conditions be attached to a grant of 

permission to ensure noise, traffic, odour and light pollution are all minimised in their 
impact on the setting of the S&DR and the two listed buildings of the signal box and 
station.   
 
d   DM/21/01647/FPA | Change of use of land for the keeping of horses 
and erection of stables together with the erection of domestic storage 
building. | North Leazes Smallholding Low Greenfields St Helen Auckland 
Bishop Auckland DL14 0LH 
 
This site adjoins the Etherley Incline north of Greenfields Road and has been 
referred to the Etherley Incline Group for their comments. 
 
2  DARLINGTON BOROUGH 
 
a  Land at Vulcan Street/East of Wards Industrial Estate 19/00108/FUL 
 
Still nothing has been heard from the developer regarding designing and 
managing the S&DR corridor landscaping.  The unauthorised railings have yet 
to be moved and the whole site remains unoccupied. 
 
b  Darlington Local Plan 
 
The modified Policies Map has omitted the Darlington Coal Depot Branch and 
the northern end of the Croft Branch is inaccurately plotted.  I have drawn this 
to the attention of the Council planners and to the Inspector at the Examination 
in Public.  Hopefully they will eventually get this right. 
The EIP Inspector has asked the Council to draft a modification to include 
providing the walking and cycling route in the policy for the S&DR. 
 
c   20/00939/RM1 Application for reserved matters approval relating to 
outline planning permission for residential development at Burtree Lane. 
 
The application has not been decided yet but officers have confirmed that the 
Council will not provide a temporary footpath along Whessoe Road.  This 
means that walkers following the S&DR will have to take extreme care on this 
section of 60-mph speed limit road until such time as the permanent path is 
provided to the west of the line, as part of the Faverdale Great Park 
development, whenever that may be. 
 
d  Platform 1 conversion from public house to convenience store 



 

 

21/00223/OUT.   Outline application with details of access, appearance, 
layout and scale (landscaping reserved for future consideration) for the 
conversion, partial demolition and rear extension of public house (Sui 
Generis) to form convenience store (Use Class E) with car parking, new 
access and associated works. Platform 1 Darlington Road MIDDLETON 
ST GEORGE DARLINGTON  
 
Permission was granted on 9 June, with conditions relating to landscaping, 
archaeology etc.  The planning officer has confirmed that the developers are 
agreeable to discussing the details with the Friends before they submit them 
for approval.  There will be public consultation on the landscaping proposals.  
Niall Hammond has arranged a meeting with the developers to discuss 
proposals for the former coal depot part of the site and the provision of the 
information boards. 
 

e 21/00696/SCR   Request for a screening opinion pursuant to 
Regulation 6 of the Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact 
Assessment) Regulations 2017 for a proposed solar farm array of up to 
49.9 MW | Land North Of Burtree Lane Burtree Lane DARLINGTON 
Further to last month’s report, a second request for a screening opinion for a 
larger site has been submitted.  Again, the Council has determined that a 
formal Environmental Impact Assessment under the Regulations is not 
required.  The proposals could have a damaging impact on the rural view of 
the line on its embankment over Myers Flat, prominent from the A1(M). 
 
f  21/00529/FUL | Residential development comprising of 260 no. 
dwellings including access, open space, landscaping, sustainable 
drainage systems and associated infrastructure and works | Land To The 
West & South Of Station Road Station Road MIDDLETON ST GEORGE 
DARLINGTON 
 
Further to last month’s report, we have submitted the following comments: 
 

The Planning Officer informed the recent meeting of the Planning Applications 
Committee that a decision on this application will await the outcome of the Local Plan 
Examination in Public and the Friends have no comments to make for or against the 
principle of development on this site. 
However, if permission is to be granted, a section 106 or other agreement should be 
sought to secure a contribution towards funding the proposals of the nearby S&DR 
Heritage Action Zone and the Fighting Cocks Heritage Hub. 
Story Homes expressed willingness to do this at a recent meeting with the Friends. 
 
g 21/00688/DC Darlington Station Gateway East 
Demolition of existing buildings and erection of station building with 
concourse, multi-storey car park, transport interchange, public realm and 
highways works and alterations to boundary wall 
 
h 21/00691/DC Land West Of Darlington Railway Station 
Demolition of Hogan's Public House, 97 Pensbury Street, 137-139 Victoria 
Road, 1 Waverley Terrace and 1-4 Park Lane together with highway and 
ancillary infrastructure works including creation of bus stops and lay-
bys, new highway access and turning facility at rear of Pensbury Street, 
partial demolition of boundary wall to facilitate new vehicular access to 
existing car park, turning facility to Waverley Terrace and associated 
public realm landscaping works 

We have not been listed as a consultee and the statements on pre-
application consultation make no reference to the comments submitted by 
the Friends. It is recommended that we comment on i) the need to include 



 

 

the history of 200 years of local railway heritage in the internal design and 
fitting out of the new station, and ii) to welcome arriving visitors with 
information on the proposed walk from the station, through the Town 
Centre, along Northgate to the North Road Rail Heritage Quarter and to the 
platform for trains to North Road and Shildon. 
We should attach our comments on the pre-consultation, for completeness. 

i  21/00708/DC | Proposed Railway Heritage visitor attraction comprising 
works to various buildings to provide visitor centre, cafe and display 
space (Goods Shed); exhibition and interpretation space (Head of 
Steam); archive study area, function and temporary exhibition space 
(Carriage Works); repair, maintenance, storage and display of 
locomotives and associated rail artefacts (1861 Building); erection of 
purpose built facility for the creation and maintenance of new steam 
locomotives and new pedestrian bridge link (Live Engineering Works); 
office accommodation (Lime Cells); construction of car park (land to east 
of High Northgate) and associated public realm, external works and 
landscaping | Railway Heritage Quarter Station Road DARLINGTON 

We have been invited to submit comments by 19 July.  It is understood that 
Historic England may have misgivings about some aspects of the proposed 
designs, including the impact of the proposed addition to the historic Goods 
Shed and it is proposed to discuss this with them before submitting our own 
comments. 

j  21/00780/FUL | Erection of 1.8m high boundary fence to enclose open 
space into domestic curtilage to rear of property | 3 Meadowbank Close 
HURWORTH PLACE DARLINGTON  

This proposal may impact the setting of the Croft Branch line and is being 
investigated for us by a local resident. 

3  STOCKTON BOROUGH   
 
a Layfield House  21/1007/RET | Part retrospective application for the 
erection of summerhouse in rear garden and replacement of 1.8m high 
fence to side | Layfield House Urlay Nook Road Eaglescliffe TS16 0JN 
 

The application has been approved, with a condition that the boundary 
fencing and garden room shall be stained or painted in a suitable dark 
colour to be agreed in writing with the local planning authority. 
The Planning Officer concluded; 
The outbuilding by its design with a flat roof structure and largely hidden from 
wider views outside the site, replaces other outbuildings previously found at the 
site. Whilst it is within the grounds of the listed building its modern design and 
temporary nature mean that it is a reversible alteration and it is not considered 
to adversely impact on the setting or significance of the listed building that 
warrant refusal and subsequent enforcement action for its removal. 
 

b  21/0786/OUT   Castlegate Shopping Centre And Multi-storey Car Park 
redevelopment. 
 
Historic England has expressed serious concern about the absence of an appropriately 
designed frontage of buildings on the east side of the High Street. 
 
 
 



 

 

c  21/1037/COU Change of use from tanning studio to kitchen showroom 
to include raising of eaves and ridge height of existing roof and 
associated external alterations to existing windows and doors. | 704 - 706 
Yarm Road Eaglescliffe 
 
A level 2 Historic Building Survey has been submitted and the Council 
requested our comments by 6 July.   
Generally the survey is a satisfactory description of the history and existing 
condition of the building to the Historic England level 2 Standard, although it is 
disappointing that it has not been possible to suggest how the original Yarm 
Road elevation might have looked. 
The interesting significance of the building is that it originally had access from 
the Inn yard with possibly little in the way of openings on the Yarm Road 
frontage.  Over the years, this arrangement reversed, now with all access from 
and windows overlooking Yarm Road, with few or no openings on the other 
side.  We therefore recommend that a complete high resolution photographic 
record of the internal walls be made before they are re-plastered or otherwise 
covered. 

The report confirms that much of the roof timbers are original as is the 
parapet, but of which the current plans will remove.  We will repeat our 
earlier comments that the walls should not be raised, that the parapet be 
retained, that roof trusses include reusable existing timbers and that existing 
natural clay pantiles be reused. 
 
 
d  20/2792/FUL | Construction of 2no. retail units | Former Egglescliffe 
Library Butterfield Drive Eaglescliffe TS16 0EL 
 
An appeal has been lodged against the refusal of planning permission and it 
will be determined by the written representations procedure.  We will be 
supporting the proposals as they include a landscaped sitting out space on the 
site of the Yarm Branch and an information panel.   
 

Ross Chisholm 
Planning Officer 
FSDR 
03 07 2021 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

FIGHTING COCKS INN AND HERITAGE HUB REPORT 

Save the Fighting Cocks Inn 

Planning Permission was granted at a controversial meeting of the 
Planning Applications Committee last month. The committee agreed 
with the planning officer that there was no substance to the community 
pub bid and that the pub would not be missed. There were no grounds 
to refuse the ‘much needed’ foodstore and these considerations 
outweighed any adverse impact on the heritage asset. Residents who 
attended and spoke against the application were, and remain, furious 
about the conduct of the meeting and the misinformation presented by 
the officers and the committee members. 

A High Court challenge on the decision would be expensive and 
probably unsuccessful. 



 

 

I was unable to attend the community pub group meeting last Tuesday 
but I will be attending a public zoom meeting on 14 July to speak about 
the heritage aspects of the case and answer questions. 

Sedgefield MP Paul Howell has expressed his support to try and keep 
the pub bid alive and persuade the developer to withdraw the proposal. 

The Fighting Cocks Heritage Hub - Projects Progress 

Further to last month’s report the Trustees agreed to reserve 
underspend from the Cultural Recovery Fund to pay for advice on 
restoration of the Waiting Shed, the Old Mill wall, the Loading Dock wall 
and the Crane Base. Niall will describe progress in funding the works. 

A walk with the local Historical Society has been arranged for Thursday 
22 July at 6 pm. Peter has informed members asking for anyone to 
register their interest in participating. 

Ross Chisholm 

Planning Officer and Trustee 

FSDR 

03 07 20 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

STOCKTON 196 UPDATE FOR FSDR Trustees Meeting 

Monday 5th of July 

In case I'm not there tomorrow night, here's an update on where we're at re our 
Birthday event in September: 
 
We called a progress meeting with SBC for later this month but their Events 
Team are all working flat out towards their big event of the year - the Stockton 
International Riverside Festival (SIRF) - which takes place late July / early 
August, so we're not likely to meet until after that.  We're also losing our first 
point of contact - Peter Savage - who is leaving SBC and taking up the role of 
Theatrical Manager at the soon-to-be-opened Globe.  We await news of his 
replacement at SBC. 
 
Our work on filling the marquee continues.  We have attendance pledges from 
our three 'star attractions', namely Shildon Model Railway Club (with two 
layouts - "Shildon" and "Thomas"), Teesside Small Gauge Railway (from 
Preston Park, who will bring at least one 7.5" gauge loco for static display, plus 
some smaller ones) and the S&DR Youth Team, who will also bring their model 
railway layout.   
 
We are currently working on having spaces for 30 traders / exhibitors, and 
have 23 of these confirmed as taken.  We have 7 invites out, awaiting 
responses, and a 'B' list should we need to backfill any vacant spaces. 
 
The Stockton Flyer normally appears daily, at 1.00 pm, but we've asked SBC if 
we can have two or three extra appearances. 
 



 

 

In the meantime, we continue to liaise with Interacting UK Ltd re our "Beer & 
Bread" production, and have hopefully identified financial support for them / 
this from Stockton BID.   This support will also enable a 'training day' - where 
they will 'train' us on street theatre techniques and production, which will 
hopefully encourage us to produce our own similar events in the years to 
come.  This day will be open to all.  
 
All still to be confirmed, but the aim is to run B&B events on the evenings of 
Tues 21, Wed 22 and Thurs 23 September, running up to our big day on Sat 
25th, with the training day being a day-time event during one of the mid-week 
days, whilst the actors are in town.  Having said that, we're hoping to find 
finance to enable the actors to stay on until the Saturday, and perform a 
'wandering minstrel' role in and around the marquee. 
 
We're working with a local music promoter and a local event sound/lighting 
company (again with support from Stockton BID) on a live music event in the 
Green Dragon Yard on Friday 24th September, hopefully an afternoon event 
running into the evening. 
 
Finally, we're working with a local brewery (Three Brothers Brewery) to 
produce a 'festival beer' for sale around town during the week. 

 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 

  


