
Friends of the Stockton & Darlington Railway. 

WWW.SDR1825.org.uk. Registered Charity 1177252  
 

Chair, Friends of the S&DR CIO, Marian Cottage, Lartington, Barnard 
Castle, Co. Durham, DL12 9BP. 

Email: niall@aenvironment.co.uk  
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As Christmas approaches, we can look back on a year with some considerable progress 
even if it is under the shadow of the on-going Covid pandemic. I’m pleased that the 
relaxing of covid restrictions mean that we have been able to recommence our monthly 
meetings successfully at either the Darlington Cricket Club and the Railway tavern. but 
appreciate that many members are still cautious to join public gatherings. 
 
With much appreciated support from Alan Townsend and Ross Chisholm in particular, I 
continue to attend meetings of the Rail Heritage Board, the Executive and the various 
working groups on events for 2025, long term S&DR management and Branding and 
Wayfinding. These meetings are not always exciting, but it is essential we continue to 
attend and make sure our expertise and passion are taken note of. All of these things 
seem to be taking an inordinate amount of time, in part due to the byzantine procedures 
of local authorities, but they are gradually all coming to fruition with final reports and 
recommendations on Branding and on Economic Impact due imminently. Funding for 
many of these projects continues to look promising with Levelling Up and capital grant of 
c.£10 million confirmed for Durham, Darlington continuing with the £20million RHQ and 
we have high hopes of a successful joint lottery bid with Darlington Council for c.£2.5 
million in December. This will see the Lime Cells on Hopetown Lane restored and paid, 
professional support for our work. This really will be a step change in how the Friends 
operate and what we can achieve on behalf of communities along the line. 
  
We continue working with various partners at Fighting Cocks to bring together a number 
of conservation and interpretation projects with valuable support from the Parish Council, 
landowners and Stephen Wiper the Creative Darlington Manager. Hopefully many months 
of planning and discussion will come to some fruition in 2022, possibly by bringing lots of 
aspirations together as a single lottery bid to gain funding for work such as the rebuilding 
of the waiting shed. It’s a tricky and slow process to patch this together but hopefully 
worthwhile. 
  
Discussions on possible Conservation Area status for the S&DR (as enjoyed by the Settle 
and Carlisle Railway for instance), continue as part of a working group with Historic 
England and local authority conservation officers. While Durham and Darlington are 
supportive of this, Stockton are less so but have shown some interest. Ross Chisholm and 
I have been sent copies of the Darlington and the Durham proposed conservation area 
boundaries for comment. 
 
We are also involved in a ‘Local Listing’ project for the S&DR being run from Durham CC. 
This will allow ourselves and any member of the public to nominate buildings, structures, 
signs or archaeological sites associated with the S&DR for protection. Georgia Cundick 
the project officer provided a presentation on this at our October meeting and I’ve 
discussed with DCC how we can more easily input to this without huge amounts of 
volunteer time. If you have ideas for proposing S&DR sites please let me know so we can 
feed this all in by the deadline in January. 
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We’ve been working with the HAZ officer and DCC conservation regarding 
landscaping plans for the line through St Helens Auckland to significantly 
improve this including a new deck on the Gaunless abutments. We held a 
well received public event on 2/3rd November to show the public the plans, and 
subsequently worked with children from Copeland Road school in West Auckland on 23rd 
November to get their ideas…how about an S&DR themed skatepark! We need to get 
younger people inspired  
 
While 2025 is our own ‘big event’, it is also worth noting that County Durham has now also 
been shortlisted for the competition to be the ‘City of Culture’ that year. This may be an 
additional help in our cause, but it could also be a challenge with other cultural and 
heritage events in the county also requiring investment. A final decision will be made in 
May next year.  
 
Important input to the planning process continues with more success in Durham (where 
they generally seem to value our input), than Darlington or Stockton. Following debate at 
our last meeting, pressure and discussions behind the scenes from ourselves and Historic 
England has finally led to the ‘glass box’ being removed from the front of the Goods Shed 
at North Road. Sadly I appears that NELPG will be leaving the site, and myself and 
Caroline Hardie have been offering assistance and advice to DRPS about the terms of 
their lease and on-going presence on the site. We sadly say goodbye to Seb Pickles the 
Darlington conservation officer who has been a key supporter and help in recent times, 
and we hope both Darlington and Stockton councils fill their vacancies for conservation 
officers as soon as possible. 
  
Jane H-Y and I have met with Sarah Price at Locomotion on several occasions looking at 
future events, the proposals for new build, displays and the historic buildings plus 
interpretation.  
 
Contact and relations with Network Rail continue to improve via the Rail Heritage Board 
with a number of things now finally being addressed, including the rebuilding of the 1825 
wall at Urlay Nook.  
 
2022 looks like it will be a busy year, with Durham CC imminently appointing an S&DR  
rights of way officer to work along the 26 miles and make real progress on the 
walking/cycling route; and proposals forthcoming for recruiting a 2025 event director to 
start turning aspirations and feasibility studies into hard and fast plans. 
 
Happy Christmas to everyone, and I look forward to your continuing support for our work 
in the new year. 
 
Niall Hammond 
Chair 
Friends of the S&DR. December 2021. 
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