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Chair’s Report/activity for March 2022 

 

 
March began with a splendid ‘cutting of the first turf’ event at the Darlington Rail Heritage 
Quarter on the third, with construction work due to start very soon. All should be completed 
by the end of 2024, well in time for the bicentenary. In addition to our own interest with 
new offices in the Lime Cells, the plans for restored buildings and a new state of the art 
‘black box’ ride which will make you feel as if you rising along the line in 1825, all look very 
exciting. We continue to work with Darlington Council on the second stage of the Heritage 
Lottery Fund bid (for which we hope for a positive outcome in December). This month in 
particular we’ve been looking forward to the appointment of consultants to write the activity 
plan, not just for the site but to engage people and communities along the whole line over 
the next few years. 
 
This month the Rail Heritage Board Executive group also met to consider a wide variety 
of projects and matters. A key outcome of this meeting was the obvious gathering 
awareness by our partners at the three councils that time is drawing short. While a lot has 
been achieved in the past several years, there does now seem to be a much keener focus 
on getting various projects and initiatives moving at a pace. Richie Starrs the HAZ officer 
is now pulling together a more detailed and focussed project delivery timetable with the 
lead on various items to be agreed. I’m very hopeful this will see some real progress on 
items we have been concerned about such as preparation for live steam in 2025, taken 
forward more quickly.  
 
The life of your chair seems to revolve around many meetings, many without immediate 
outcomes, but all necessary to keep momentum going on various projects and keep 
inching towards real, positive results. February is a short month, but still quite a lot has 
gone on since we last met. In addition to the Rail heritage Board Executive, I’ve met with 
the HAZ officer Richie Starrs on several occasions, continued a correspondence with 
developers at Fighting Cocks, met wit Historic England concerning a report on Heritage 
Crime and Issues along the S&DR, met with Sarah Price at NRM Locomotion (looking 
forward to the new building planning application and re-use of the ‘Hackworth’ end of the 
site amongst other things), with Ross Chisholm we had a very progressive meeting with 
Darlington planners on ways to improve our working relationship and ensure the S&DR 
gets the best from the planning system, and have had correspondence with several 
national bodies such as the Heritage Trust Network and Historic England and UNESCO 
on learning from others about the best way to take our project forward. More locally we 
continue to develop links and partnerships with other groups such as Darlington for Culture 
and participate in the Durham 2025 City of Culture bid, for which Durham are now in the 
final four competing for the title with a decision due by late May. 
 
We held a zoom meeting for members with Eric Branse-Instone of Historic England who 
continues his work to redesignate the S&DR. This month he is looking at the first five miles 
from Witton Park to Shildon. Eric’s proposals for redrawing the boundary of the scheduled 
monument all look good for increased protection and taking on board a lot of the research 
we have undertaken in recent years.   
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I continue to provide talks for various local and regional groups to spread 
the good word of our work and stimulate interest. This month I spoke to the 
Stokesley Local History Society and this coming Saturday (9th April), to the 
Durham Architectural & Archaeological Society. These events are also an excellent 
opportunity to sell our definitive booklet on the S&DR and self-guided walks booklets.  
 
As ever I’m hugely grateful to our wonderful trustees and other keen supporters and 
helpers without who we would have achieved very little. If you feel inspired to help out, 
don’t feel shy and do come forward, we can always find something for volunteers to do be 
it little or small depending on your skills and available time.  
 
All the best  
 
 
 
Niall Hammond 
Chair 
Friends of the S&DR. 04/04/2023. 
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