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WELCOME TO THE GLOBE! THE REGULAR JOURNAL FOR THE FRIENDS 
OF THE STOCKTON & DARLINGTON RAILWAY 

 

Dear Friends, 

I write this on a gloomy afternoon the day after the night 
before when the England football team failed at the final 
hurdle. It did however make me think of all the cultural and 
scientific inventions which have originated in Britain, 
association football being one, but clearly railways are 
another. Our project is to make sure that in 2025 we can 
welcome the world to a conserved and accessible 26 miles of 
track with outstanding museums, events and heritage. One 
that visitors from far and wide can enjoy and local 
communities can feel proud of. Railways by their very 

essence have always broken-down barriers and connected people and places and I’d like to 
think that the work of the Friends and our partners will bring people from wide and varied 
walks of life and places together to celebrate ingenuity and inspiration and perhaps stimulate 
and encourage the next generation to care for the fantastic heritage on their doorstep and 
care for their environment. 

Thanks to funding from the National Lottery Heritage Fund, we’re in the process of finalising 
a review of our work, looking at how we develop over coming years, how best to support our 
volunteers and provide them with any training they may need. To help us achieve bigger and 
better things we’re also working on a lottery bid with Darlington Council which will not only 
restore an historic railway building but also provide us with offices and a meeting space with 
professional support and funding to develop our work. I look forward to telling you more 
about this as soon as I can. Elsewhere in Darlington a study of Edward Pease’s House 
continues to inform a possible restoration and thanks to a Towns Fund grant there is going to 
be significant improvements to Northgate and the approaches to the Rail Heritage Quarter. 

Not everything is good news; despite significant support from the councils of Durham, 
Darlington and Stockton we are still very dismayed that their planning departments continue 
to make decisions which are detrimental to S&DR heritage. The latest of these is the loss of 
the Fighting Cocks inn of c.1831 and built to serve the railway and which is now to be gutted 
and turned into a store despite community action to save it along with ourselves. We will be 
lobbying and campaigning on this issue for some time to come. Good planning is key to the 
project and so please do let us know of any threats or opportunities you know of. 

On a happier note, September and the S&DR birthday party approaches once more and with 
support from Historic England and the Heritage Action Zone, we’re hoping there will be a full 
and exciting programme of events all along the line, culminating on Saturday 25th in 
Stockton with displays, guided walks and perhaps a little bit of themed beer drinking! Look 
out for circulated information soon. 

I hope the summer treats you all well, and if covid regulations allow, we very much hope to 
see you in person at this year’s AGM in September which we hope to hold in Darlington. 
More news as soon as arrangements have been made. 

Niall Hammond, Chair, Friends of the S&DR 
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The Friends of the S&DR. Who we are and what we do. 
We are a registered charity and we: 

 act as an umbrella organisation for all those interested in our railway heritage 
 lobby and work with local authorities and government 
 push forward on survey, research and conservation of the line 
 raise the profile and awareness of our heritage, locally, nationally and internationally 
 protect and care for the S&DR remains 
 explore the case for World Heritage Site status  
 support coordinated development of footpaths and interpretation to safely access the line 
 work with others on events for 2025, Bicentenary Year. 

 
STOCKTON & DARLINGTON RAILWAY PAY BILLS 

 George Smith 

The National Archive at Kew has the look of a sixties university campus without the hippies. 
A concrete prefabricated building set in landscaped grounds with an ornamental lake, where 
ducks and geese are the only sounds to disturb the ardent researcher sat at his/her allotted 
desk. Until covid came along I have spent many happy hours there, most of the time directly 
or indirectly concerned with the history of the Stockton and Darlington Railway Company. 
Since I usually knew what I was looking for but had no idea where to find it most of the days 
there were spent randomly looking through old company files. This invariably meant I came 
across the potential source of the material I was after immediately before the time when Kew 
was about to close for the day, or at least a couple of minutes before they stopped issuing 
documents. It was during one of these late-day random moments I came across the S&DR 
pay bills. On first glance, and I didn’t have time for much else, it just seemed like a collection 
of people’s names, all written in a spidery faded handwriting so I thought little more about it. 
On another visit, a year or two later, I found myself with time left near the end of the day and 
decided to have another glance at the Railway’s pay bills in case there was something 
important I’d missed. Until then I hadn’t realised how much information was there. The S&DR 
began recording what they paid out and to who(m) almost as soon as the company came into 
existence and long before Locomotion set off from Shildon on that fateful September day. In 
these early days their records were haphazard, and almost certainly incomplete, usually 
appearing as a significant payment given a passing mention along with the other minutiae of 
committee meetings. There were, for example, payments made for the construction of the 
railway, including those made to George Stephenson, along with appointment salaries of 
staff, including Timothy Hackworth, coupled with the odd mysterious entry such as ‘building a 
cow house in Geo Allen’s estate At Bank Top finding all materials’, for which someone called 
Ralph Smith received £25. If incomplete the records were nevertheless detailed enough to 
identify what the payment was made for, something conspicuously absent in later years. 

 Between 1827 and 1830 only one set of pay bills seems to have survived, those dating from 
1827, although they provide a wealth of detail as to what was going on during those 
pioneering years. For instance, who would have guessed Mr. Timothy Smurthwick would be 
awarded £2/8/9 for ‘26 days loading horse gravel and mettle (sic) which is going to Shildon at 
5/6’, whatever that should mean. Pay bill information, fortunately, was being kept separate 
from other Committee discourse by 1827 setting the pattern for later years and it is a pity not 
more of it is still around. You can find out more about these pay bills in my article in The 
Globe in April 2018, 12.  
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There is a gap in the records from 1834 to 1840 when Timothy Hackworth took over the 
operation side of the company under contract, and during that period the only S&DR 
payment records relate to legal expenses, bonds and ‘acceptances’, whatever the latter may 
have been. From January 1840 onwards, when the S&DR had taken back control from 
Hackworth, the pay bill records are much more extensive although nowhere near as detailed 
in terms of descriptive content as they had been in 1827. From the beginning of 1840 every 
little item of expenditure seems to have been noted and the clerk tasked with maintaining the 
company accounts seems to have been the same person right through to the company’s 
incorporation into the North Eastern Railway (and perhaps even beyond - I never checked). 
Whoever this clerk was he didn’t make life easy for an aged researcher with poor eyesight 
trying to follow what he had written down some 180 years after the event. He had an 
unfortunate habit of adding extravagant squiggles and flourishes to every entry, so that a 
number ‘1’ is barely distinguishable from a number ‘7’ and the letter ‘J’ could easily be an ‘F’ 
or even a ‘C’. He, nevertheless, seems to have been someone reasonably literate and there 
are not the misspellings and grammatical errors present in records from the 1820s. If, from 
1840 onwards, the reason why a payout is made isn’t recorded much can still be interpreted. 
Repeat payments of the same amount every month to the same people are almost certainly 
salaries so it is possible to infer who was working for the S&DR at that time. The reasons for 
other payments are also self-evident e.g. ‘Middlesbrough Gas Co’ and ‘Middlesbrough ballast 
mfr.’  I intend to come back to the detail in another article, Globe permitting, analysing the 
information further, but for now some general observations are worth making: 

1) There are few entries recording payments to women, and those that do exist are mostly 
small amounts for such tasks as office cleaning. The biggest of these were occasional 
but regular payments of around £8 to a ‘Mrs. Glass’ although what this was for isn’t 
specified.  

 
2) The smallest recorded single payment was 10 old pence to ‘H.Do. Church’ and the 

largest £4600 to Thomas Greener for the purchase of Soho Works, although there are 
cumulative payments of up to £18,000 mentioned, especially during the construction 
phase of the railway. 

 
3) The most striking change, however, is the move from horse-power to steam. In June 

1832, 70 payments alone were made to horse ‘leaders’ and only 14 to ‘leaders’ of 
steam locomotives. Yet a mere eight years later, by which time the transport of goods 
and passengers had been brought ‘in-house’, there are no records at all of external 
payments to horse ‘leaders’.  

Until covid came along the pay bills records I photographed at Kew sat neglected, 
metaphorically gathering dust, in a file on my computer, but with little else to do I have 
decided to transpose each entry on to a dedicated spreadsheet. The data should therefore 
be much easier to interpret and can be accessed as a resource by anyone with the time and 
inclination to tear it apart, particularly those with problems sleeping at night time. As 
invariably happens with me however, I hadn’t realised quite what a task I had taken on. As of 
now (May 2021) I am only up to January 1847 and still have a long way to go, eyestrain and 
headaches permitting. In the meantime, I intend to plough on transferring the information in 
the pay bills to my spreadsheet and when I am as happy as I ever get with this record intend 
to make it available to the FoSDR for further research. 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 1: ‘THE PARENT OF A SYSTEM NOW UNIVERSAL’ 
 
This is an extract from a letter from Francis Mewburn to Thomas Meynell jnr dated 17 
January 1861 describing his feelings upon retirement. It is from the Network Rail Corporate 
Archive (Reference Code: NRCA200001). It is clear that contemporaries of the S&DR saw it 
as the parent of the modern railway network. 
 
‘Consulted in the year 1817 on the affairs of the then proposed Railway Company in 
opposition to Tennant’s projected Canal – participating since that (so to say) remote period, 
in all it’s early struggles against blind prejudice – and subsequently in the varied phases of 
it’s unexampled success – you may readily imagine with what pride I regard it’s career, and 
with what pleasure I review all my own relative associations with it’s various developments. 
Your Company has been the parent of a system now universal – it has stood it’s ground in all 
commercial disasters – a result only attainable by efficient management-, and I confidently 
trust it may continue to prosper.‘ 
 
Francis Mewburn was the company’s first solicitor and  responsible for seeing the Stockton & 
Darlington Railway Bill through Parliament. Thomas Meynell jnr was the Chair of the S&DR 
from 1841 until his death in 1863. His father, Thomas Meynell snr, who had died in 1854, had 
previously been the Chair of the Company from 1822.  

Caroline Hardie 
 

NEVER FAR FROM THE S&DR (part three):  Missing Links   

            Nigel Harbron 

As usual, I will start back on the Cuckoo Railway.  I could see the line from a bedroom 
window, and, as the bedroom in question was my brother’s, I spent quite a bit of time in it 
even when he wasn’t there, as quite a lot of our toys were in a cupboard in the room.  It was 
usually possible to hear a train coming along the track, and at least to see what class of loco 
it was.  As the line was around 150 yards from our house, it was also possible to see the 
loco’s number, but not make out the individual digits - usually. 

 

A very smart J94 
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My favourite class of locos was J94.  They were saddle tankers, the name being obvious 
when you look at the picture.  They were common locos on the Cuckoo Railway and on other 
lines in and around Teesside, and it wasn’t too long before I had seen every member of the 
class apart from 68030.  My train-spotting friends fared no better, and its absence became a 
regular topic of conversation.  Then came the rumour: it worked at Percy Main, a place none 
of us had heard of, and even if we had known it was on Tyneside, we wouldn’t have been 
able to go to it.  Now one unusual feature of the J94 was the fact that its number was painted 
on the ‘saddle’ not in the usual place below the cab window.  The numbers also seemed 
bigger than on other engines, although this might simply have been an optical illusion. 

One day when in my brother’s bedroom, I heard a train coming, and rushed to the window.  It 
was an unusually clean J94, and, as I focused on the loco, I was able - miraculously - to 
make out its number: 68030 - the missing link!  Now you need to know that I was already 
onto my second pair of NHS specs - the sort with pink frames and painfully curled wire to fit 
behind the ears - and, even with them on, I had to sit at the front of the class to see the board 
easily.  I couldn’t wait to tell my brother and my friends about my sighting, but was more than 
disappointed when they all laughed at me.  I retreated from the doubters, and consoled 
myself by looking at my Ian Allan pocket book of LNER locos where the ink-line had dried 
under the magic number. 

 

A J26 trundles through Thornaby Station 

Another very elusive locomotive was J26 65735.  J26s could be seen every day almost 
anywhere on Teesside, but not this one.  Having learned my lesson when it came to long-
distance spotting, I simply kept my fingers crossed that I would eventually ‘cop’ the loco at 
close quarters, and this did finally happen, although not for several years and shortly after my 
transfer to secondary school.  At the time, it had a Railway Society, and, just occasionally, it 
organised trips.  The first one I went on wasn’t exactly breaking new ground, as it was to 
Thornaby Depot just two miles from home.  Tees Yard was still very busy in the early 1960s, 
and the depot reflected this.  We started our official visit in the round-house, where there 
were loads of all-too familiar locos in various stages of ‘undress’.  I was beginning to wonder 
why I had bothered to join in the trip, and, when we came upon yet another J26, I didn’t 
bother to check its number, until an excited friend announced that it was the elusive J26, 
albeit not exactly in running order.  Its overhaul must have done it good, however, as it was 
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one of the last of the class to be withdrawn, and was spotted (not by me) on the Wearhead 
branch as late as May 1962. 

A3 mainline locos were also common sights on some lines in the area, but rarely on the 
Cuckoo Railway, unless something unusual had occurred.  Of course, nowadays, via the 
Internet, it is relatively easy to find out about interesting or unusual train movements, but sixty 
years ago, advance notice of something worth seeing was almost unheard of.  Despite this, 
word did get out one day that an A3 would be coming along the Cuckoo Railway.  It was in 
need of repair (presumably at Thornaby), as it had ‘a cracked boiler’.  Now, I knew that steam 
locos had boilers, and I also knew that water and fire were destructive forces, particularly 
when working in tandem, and I wasn’t alone in making sure I had a grandstand ‘seat’ on top 
of the previously mentioned pillbox in good time to see the spectacle.  To the great surprise 
of the motley group sharing space on top of the pillbox, a train was clearly on the way not 
more than hour after the expected time, and, even from a distance, we could tell that it was 
an A3 pulling it.  It was going slowly, and we put this down to its cracked boiler, forgetting that 
all trains at this point operated at trundling speed, and here is the barely believable ‘fact’: as 
the train passed us, we all saw the cracks in the boiler, although the post-train conversation 
would have been perhaps a little unconvincing to the non-believer, as each one of us 
described the different cracks we had seen (ranging from 6 inches long to six feet), but we 
were in no doubt! 

 

The usual grubby A3 in the late 1950s 

To end this series of reminiscences, I need to ask the editor’s permission to go some way 
from the S & D R, in fact to Carlisle.  Although Carlisle was a very important part of the LMS, 
the LNER approached to within a few hundred yards of Citadel Station, where the line from 
Newcastle joined the LMS at Petteril Junction.  I was a regular visitor to Cumberland as my 
maternal grandmother was from the county, and there were still family members we used to 
visit.  Sometimes I was able to persuade my parents to leave me at Penrith or Carlisle station 
whilst they headed off for tea with a relative, thus it was that I found myself at Citadel Station 
for two hours one day in the late 1950s.  As train-spotting opportunities away from Teesside 
were very few and far between, this was a real treat, with every LMS engine I spotted a new 
one, although, ironically, it was an LNER loco I was most hoping to see.   
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Another missing link in my Ian Allan pocket-book was the mainline A3 locomotive, Bayardo, 
60079.  I had seen all 77 of its classmates, but not it.  The word on the street was that it 
spent a lot of time on the Newcastle-Carlisle diagram, hence my suppressed feeling of 
anticipation.  At one point I was at the north end of the station checking a local train from 
Dumfries, when I heard the unmistakable sound of an A3 steaming in from the south.   I 
quickly headed for the platform where it would end its journey, and, rather stupidly, walked 
(slowly) the last thirty yards towards it with my eyes closed.  Unfortunately, when I opened 
my eyes, I was still some way away from the front of the loco, and with my eyesight….  I then 
walked the next few yards with my eyes wide open, focusing on the number-plate on the 
smoke-box door, and found that I really had encountered Bayardo for the first - and last - 
time. 

I wouldn’t like to try to assess how many hours I have spent waiting for locomotives to make 
an appearance, and I don’t regret nearly all of them.  I know ‘gricers’ (trainspotters) are often 
the subject of ridicule, but there are many much more destructive activities which many 
indulge in.  Now, I really must arrange an eye-test. 

 

OBITUARY: BRENDAN BOYLE 
 
On the 31 May 2021, one of our more active members, Brendan Boyle, died, peacefully at 
home. He had been ill for some time and his death was not unexpected, but it is still going to 
leave a big hole in our lives.  

 

Brendan Boyle 6th July 1951 – 31st May 2021 

 

Brendan really advanced our knowledge about the 
S&DR in all sorts of ways. If you are a paid-up member 
of the Friends, you will know that he always produced a 
well-researched article (or two) for the Globe. He did this 
for a reason. He felt that much of the significance of the 
S&DR was under-appreciated and because of that, it 
was inadequately protected.  

Those of you who know Brendan will know that his other 
great passion was real ale (he was a co-founder of 
Darlington CAMRA) and so it will be no surprise to learn 
that he chose to spend his last few months researching 
the railway taverns of the S&DR. The research that he 
carried out on the taverns is now with Historic England to 

help them make recommendations on whether they should be listed buildings or not, and if 
they are already listed, whether that level of listing is appropriate. We also hope to work with 
Historic England to publish Brendan’s research separately in a volume on the Railway 
Taverns of the S&DR 1825-30.  

Brendan’s research was research with a purpose and that is the best kind of research. I am 
just so sorry that he didn’t live long enough to follow that research up with some well-oiled 
site visits. He did however manage to participate is some chilly outdoor beer drinking from 
April 12th.  
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He didn’t just research railway taverns though. He also researched the lives of the ordinary 
folk of the S&DR. You may have already seen his articles on John Carter, Francis Peacock, 
the less famous George Stephenson, Martha Howson, Percival Tully and Ralph Day all in 
earlier editions of The Globe. History is made by the workers and the small business owners 
just as much as the pioneers and wealthy merchant classes, but they are often the forgotten 
folk. Brendan shone a light on them and their lives and much of that information has been 
passed on to the consultants working on the interpretation for the new Rail Heritage Quarter 
in Darlington – hopefully these people will soon feature alongside the better-known pioneers 
such as Pease, Hackworth and Stephenson. In the meantime, you will find many of his 
articles on our new web site (www.sdr1825.org.uk) – look up our Community Museum in the 
People of the S&DR section.  

Before the Friends of the S&DR existed, Brendan was a planner at Darlington. At his funeral 
on the 10 June, he reminded everyone (yes, he wrote his own funeral script in advance), that 
one of his proudest achievements was helping to stop the Darlington ring road from 
proceeding with the demolition of many more historic properties. Thank you, Brendan.  

Writing as the editor of The Globe, I shall miss his contributions dreadfully. I can’t imagine 
what Brendan’s wife, Sue is going through just now – she has lost her husband before his 
time and Maria and Peter have lost a brother. On behalf of all the Friends, we send them our 
heartfelt sympathies and hope that we can be there for them when they need a friend.  

In the meantime, here is a much-shortened version of one of the articles that Brendan wrote 
in his last few months, and which will be reproduced in full in the larger forthcoming 
collection. I chose Darlington’s Railway Tavern because it is in Brendan’s home town and 
because it still functions as a pub, presumably struggling, like all pubs are, in a post-covid 
world. Pop in sometime and have a toast to Brendan. In his own words, “no tears, just beers”. 

Caroline Hardie 

THE TRUE STORY OF THE ORIGINS OF THE RAILWAY TAVERN IN 

DARLINGTON 

Brendan Boyle 

 

The Depot and its Inn 
The Darlington Branch opened on the same day as the Railway itself, 27 September 1825. 
On the first day, six waggons of coal, 'for distribution to the poor', were unhitched from the 
steam-hauled train and led down the Branch line by horses to the Depot. 'Normal' deliveries 
to the Depot commenced two days later (RAIL 667/509 (from Kirby, Appx1)), but like much of 
the Railway, the Depot was far from complete, and the S&DR had to order 'temporary 
accommodation for the persons attending the sale of coals' (RAIL 667/30).  
 
1826-28 - An Inn is Needed 
Soon after the Railway opened - and no doubt as part of its completion process - the 
Company came to the view that to be fully attractive to Depot customers, many of whom 
would have travelled for hours for cheap coal, lime, etc, it should be providing places of 
shelter, rest and refreshment for both humans and horses. For weekly or monthly gatherings, 
too, of friends and neighbours using the depots. As the depots were effectively mimicking 
traditional town general and livestock markets but in isolated locations, they should also 
mimic their provision of hospitality. 
 

http://www.sdr1825.org.uk/
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The Railway Tavern 

 
The answer was to build inns alongside the depots. The Company started preparations to 
provide for Darlington and Stockton within months of the line's opening and by June 1826 
had been presented with 'satisfactory' plans. They were drawn up by their occasional 
architect / inspector of buildings / clerk of works John Carter, a master stonemason by 
profession from Heighington. He estimated the costs to be £525 for the Darlington inn and 
£480 for Stockton's. Tenders to build them were sought within a week and contracts let just a 
week later. The sum of £1,305-19 to build the inns and their stables was loaned to the 
Company by one of its principal management committee members, Joseph Pease junior 
(RAIL 667/31). 
 
At the same time the Company was building an inn at its Aycliffe Lane Depot and both that 
and Darlington were advertised as being ready for occupation on 7 May 1827. The Darlington 
inn was described in the Durham Chronicle of 12 May 1827, as a: 
 
'good new-built Dwelling-House... situate at the Skerne [sic] Bridge ... immediately opposite 
the Company’s Depots'. It could 'be entered on immediately'. Application was to be made to 
the Magistrates for a licence as an inn at the next Licensing-day, 'when it is expected they will 
become places of considerable business'. 
 
Five bedrooms were provided so that far-travelling Depot customers could stay overnight - 
the Darlington 'house' was truly an inn. 
 
At least two offers to lease the 'intended inn or public house' were received by the end of 
May 1827 (RAIL 667/287) but licensing-day did not turn out as expected: licences for both 
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the Darlington and the Aycliffe Lane inns were refused by the magistrates - and there was no 
right of appeal. The S&DR put the justices' decisions down to 'that apparent course of 
hostility which they have hitherto held towards this Company' (RAIL 667/31). 
 
The Durham Chronicle echoed that view at length a few days later and pointed to personal 
interests of the magistrates: 
 
'several of the Magistrates present were men who had evinced, from the very 
commencement of the Railway, the most uncompromising determination ... [to] direct hostility 
as Trustees of the Turnpikes over which it had to pass'. (Durham Chronicle, 15 Sept 1827) 
 
The paper described the 'commodious' Northgate property as being 'immediately adjoining 
the depots for coals at Northgate Bridge' and that 'not one-tenth part of the persons 
frequently attending with their teams for coals at that place could possibly' be received at the 
nearest existing inn, the Bridge Inn (Durham Chronicle, 15 Sept 1827). Such comments must 
have been based on the case presented to the magistrates by the Company's solicitor 
Francis Mewburn. There was no mention of passengers, only Depot (or 'depots') customers. 
 
The Company's Stockton inn had meanwhile been granted a licence by a different bench of 
magistrates, without a problem. As had a fourth inn at an S&DR depot: the New Inn at the 
end of the free-standing Yarm Depot opened on 17 October 1825, the same day as the Yarm 
Branch, and was the focus of the day's celebrations. The S&DR would undoubtedly have 
commissioned the inn itself had the landowner, one Thomas Meynell, chairman of the 
Company not done so himself. Inns were clearly incontrovertibly essential to the 
attractiveness and good functioning of the Railway's depots. They were seen to be a major 
component of a depot's success. 
 
Licensing sessions were only held annually so in September 1827 the Company considered 
the best means of rendering the costly Northgate building 'mutually useful to the Company 
and the public &c' in the meantime. They decided to look at establishing a 'Retail Brewery in 
the vicinity' and John Carter was given the task of familiarising himself 'with the best 
arrangement for a Brewery suitable for the Railway Co. to erect, and to produce an estimate 
of its cost and the best situation for its erection on some part of the Co.'s premises near the 
Coal depots at Darlington'. Carter duly recommended that the 'best situation' was not actually 
at the proposed inn (as some modern commentators have presumed) but in a new, free-
standing building next to the Cocker Beck, from which it could obtain pumped water (RAIL 
667/31).  
 
The 1828 licensing session in Darlington brought the same result as before: the magistrates 
refused licences for the Northgate and Aycliffe Lane 'houses'. Meanwhile, the Company's 
small 'retail brewery' at Cocker Bridge brought little relief to the Company's finances: it was 
built and occupied by a John Clayton Bedford during 1828 but proved unsuccessful and 
closed at the turn of 1830/31 (RAIL 667/32). 
 
A valuation map of 1829 was the first to show the Northgate building. The only other building 
near the coal depot was the brewery. The accompanying Book of Reference names the 
proprietors of both sites as the 'Railway Company', the occupier of the former being 
'themselves' and of the brewery site 'Bedford' (Map of the Township of Darlington, Surveyor, 
Anthony Reed, Bishop Middleham, 1829 (Dtn Library)). 
 
1829-30 - At Last, an Appeal and a Licence 
The year 1829 saw a change at last in the prospects for the S&DR's unlicensed premises. 
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Licence applications for them were, as ever, refused by the local magistrates in August but 
there now existed a new law granting a right of appeal to a higher court - the county Quarter 
Sessions. At these, refusing magistrates were required to act as Respondents and to show 
that sufficient grounds existed for their decision. If they failed to do so, the Sessions court 
had the power to grant a licence. The Company appealed immediately after the latest 
refusals and the two cases were heard at Durham on 20 October 1829. 
 
The proceedings of the two cases were reported at length in regional newspapers, not least 
because they were thought to be possibly 'the first appeals that have arisen under the new 
act, at least in this part of the kingdom'. 
 
The Company's counsel for the Northgate 'house' explained to the court that: 
 
'The house in this case was built some time ago, opposite to the coal depot near to the end 
of Northgate, Darlington, the great London road running between. The erection cost the 
Company a very considerable sum of money, as it was constructed on an extensive scale, 
with a view to the accommodation of the coal agents and others having business to transact 
at the depot, which is at too inconvenient a distance from the town of Darlington to allow such 
persons to proceed from the depot to any inn in that place, for such a purpose. Commodious 
stabling was also built, and a spacious yard formed for the reception of horses and carts, &c., 
both of which were capable of being greatly extended, should there ever be occasion to do 
so.' 
 
The Newcastle Courant's report (31 Oct 1829) added that: 
 
'A great number of respectable witnesses, totally unconnected with the Railway Company, 
spoke in strong terms on the desirability of having an inn in this situation, as the business at 
the depot was greatly on the increase'. 
 
The ostensible ground on which the appeal was opposed was that 'a public-house situated a 
short distance from the depot was sufficient to afford all the accommodation that had ever yet 
been required'. This was the Bridge Inn (or Railway Bridge Inn), south of Cocker Beck, run by 
a William Gray. But witnesses said: 
 
'It was not sufficiently near to the depot ... did not possess those facilities of accommodation, 
nor present those inducements in point of comfort and convenience in other respects, that 
were necessary for men of business and respectability'. (Newcastle Courant, 31 Oct 1829) 
 
The Quarter Sessions bench felt 'so strongly in favour of this appeal ... that there was a 
decided majority in favour of the licence being granted'. The decision 'appeared to impart the 
most lively satisfaction to the auditory'. At last, two and a half years after being built the 
S&DR's Northgate inn was licenced. 
 
There was no mention in the case reports of any intended use of the Northgate inn by 
passengers, even though horse-drawn railway coaches had been running for four years at 
that point. Nor any mention of a restriction on the type of alcoholic drinks that could be 
served: the licence was clearly a full one. 
 
The appeal court had heard that the S&DR's intended Northgate tenant was a 'Collings'. He 
was in fact Robert Colling, a one-time brewer in Darlington. He is likely to have opened the 
premises during the final weeks of 1829 - as soon as it could be fitted out and stocked - 
although he did suggest some alterations and additions that were needed; the Company 
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agreed to these on 4 December 1829 (RAIL 667/31). The minutes of that meeting called the 
inn the 'Railway Hotel' - the first record of it having a name. 
 
From the same month as the appeal decision, October 1829, sales of coal at the Darlington 
Depot started to dip. The reason was known and expected: the new Croft Branch of the 
Railway came into operation on the 27th, carrying coal to a new depot near Croft Bridge, the 
only direct connection over the Tees from Darlington to the North Riding. Customers from 
Yorkshire's towns, villages and farms could now purchase coal and lime four miles closer to 
their homes without the need to pass through Darlington to Northgate Bridge. Darlington still 
had plenty of customers from elsewhere, however, and after eight years, coal sales rose 
above 20,000 tons per annum once more. 
 
Robert Colling did not remain at the Railway 'Hotel' for long, being served a notice to quit by 
the Company in April 1830, although he served out his lease, probably until October or 
November (RAIL 667/31). Colling asked to be able to take over the failed 'retail brewery' but 

his request was not granted (RAIL 667/1016). Meanwhile, joinery alterations were still being 
made to the stables, at what the Company called (on 14 October 1830) 'the Railway Inn' 
(RAIL 667/1026). 
 
1831-69 - A Steady Time 
In October 1831 the inn was insured by the Company for £400 and its outbuildings for £150: 
a total close to John Carter's construction estimate of £525 (RAIL 667/32). An Elias Smith 
was tenant after Robert Colling and he made an unusual request to the Company which 
suggested that business was not what he had expected it to be (this was the early days of 
the Croft branch diverting trade and his rent perhaps didn't reflect a decline in business): he 
asked if the licence 'attached to the Railway Hotel ... could be given up' (ibid). The S&DR 
Committee 'left the subject for further consideration' (30 Dec 1831) but clearly gave a 
negative response in due course as the inn remained in operation. By 1834 Pigot’s Trade 
Directory was listing it as the 'Rail-way Tav.', its tenant a Thomas Stephenson. 
 
Trade at the Depot may have been down for a while but the number of 'coal masters and 
merchants' occupying cells at the Depot actually increased to eleven by 1834 (Pigot’s Trade 
Directory), following the full opening of the Haggerleases branch in October 1830 presenting 
sales opportunities to additional south-west Durham collieries. By 1836-37 deliveries to 
Darlington depot had returned to above 20,000 tons, and stayed at about that level until 
1845-46 when they dropped slightly, before returning to 20,000 tons from 1847-51. Sixteen 
collieries were named in occupation at the Depot in 1848 and fifteen in 1854. 
 
The S&DR received quotes to repaint a number of their buildings including the Railway 
Tavern in April 1835 and here we are provided with an injection of colour: ‘Hotel at Darlington 
- Front door, grained oak. Doors &c of the out buildings & gate into the yard, lead colour.’ 
(RAIL 667/1357) 
 
In 1839 the S&DR commissioned a Darlington surveyor Thomas Dixon to draw up plans of 
Railway properties 'in the vicinity of Darlington' (RAIL 667/1115). These showed the Depot in 
some detail, including the two sets of coal cells suggested by John Wood in his map of 1826, 
separated by a presumed access area. The area was enclosed and access to Northgate 
could only be gained through a narrow exit overlooked by what we know to have been an 
office. At that time it was occupied by a George Tolson, employed as a clerk by the S&DR to 
oversee a weighing machine (not to be confused with the larger machine on the main line) 
and, presumably, to levy charges on cart-drivers. The building was not just an office but a 
home for Tolson. Directly opposite the exit, on the other side of the road, the 'Railway Tavern, 
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Buildings and Yards' were identified.  
 
 

 

1839, Depot, 'Railway Tavern, Buildings and Yard' (23) and brewery (24) (Thomas 
Dixon/British Library). 

 

Contrary to Elias Smith's pessimism the Company retained faith in the importance of the 
Tavern to the success of the Depot - their symbiotic relationship. But although the S&DR 
insisted on retaining the Tavern their short-lived brewery was surplus and in some demand, 
albeit not for brewing. First, a Hartley and Coates leased the building for an iron warehouse 
in 1831, presumably taking advantage of iron deliveries to the Depot opposite. Then in 1837 
a 'friend' of a Darlington surveyor offered to buy it, together with 'the piece of ground on the 
south and east sides of the Railway Tavern ... between the stables and the mill dam' (RAIL 
667/1089). The Company didn't sell. The building was still shown on Dixon's 1839 map, 
labelled as 'Iron Warehouse and Yard'. (Subsequent references showed it later converted 
into a house.) 
 
For more than three decades from late 1841 until after it was sold by the Railway Company 
in 1870 the Railway Tavern was run by one extended family, the Pollards - Edmund, Ann, her 
second husband Edward Stockdale Alderson, her son John and finally his widow Margaret 
(Tithe map for Darlington township, 31 Dec 1847. DUL Archives & Special Collections, 
White's Directory 1847 and census returns 1851). There is no record in the S&DR minutes or 
in local newspapers of changes being carried out to the building during this long period of 
tenant continuity and the available maps - from an outline in 1829 (Reed), through roughly-
detailed in 1839 (Dixon), to precise in 1855 (1st edition Ordnance Survey map) and a 
conveyance plan of 1863/65 (S&DR) - show its footprint unchanged throughout that period. 
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1855, Precise map of Railway Tavern, brewery (next to beck) and Depot entrance (Ordnance 
Survey/British Library). 

 
The 1855 Ordnance Survey produced a highly detailed map of Darlington, at a scale of 5 feet 
to the mile. Its depiction of the Railway Tavern is so sharp that three steps up to the front 
entrance, just south of centre, can be seen, as can gateposts and a pump in the side lane. 
The yard was considerable in size, offering space for stationing and manoeuvring carts and 
horses, and was bounded on its north and east sides by outbuildings. Given the apparent 
lack of change-events at the Railway Tavern in its early decades it is reasonable to assume 
that this 1855 map reflects the Tavern's footprint, mass and structure as it was when it was 
built in the mid-1820s. 
 
In 1863, the S&DR Company was amalgamated with the ambitious North Eastern Railway 
(NER). It was agreed that the S&DR's management, network and operations would remain 
semi-independent as the 'Darlington Section' for up to ten years but, whether it was the 
NER's influence or not the S&DR Section began in the 1860s to take a different approach to 
its extensive holdings in the Northgate area, ready to make disposals of surplus land. This 
included eroding away parts of the Railway Tavern's yard. 
 
Darlington's population had grown hugely and the main direction of growth was north along, 
and to either side of, Northgate. Edward Pease's eldest son, John, in the early 1860s 
acquired from the S&DR land north of the Railway Tavern. In 1863 he returned to buy land to 
the Tavern's east, up to the Skerne, and to its south, up to the Cocker Beck. Excluded from 
the sale was the Tavern itself and its curtilage. The former brewery/iron warehouse was also 
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excluded, as was a strip of land between the two buildings which was retained for a public 
highway (now Leadenhall Street) into Pease's new land. The NER then sold him a smaller 
piece of land in 1865 and this time it did eat into the curtilage of the Tavern, narrowing the 
access lane by half and removing a sliver of the SE corner of its yard. The Tavern's plot had 
been reduced from about 1,000 sq yds to 890 sq yds, and as Pease's land became 
developed it became surrounded on three sides by terraced houses and commercial units. 
Northgate itself was becoming an increasingly busy commercial area (RAIL 667/1437 and 
DCRO ref. D/XD 108/1/A/152.) 
 
1870-72 - The Depot Closes, the Tavern Becomes Surplus 
Demand for coal continued to boom during the 1860s but resulted not in the expansion of the 
- by now constricted and antiquated - Northgate Depot but in its closure. A replacement depot 
was established above John Street and the old Northgate Depot demolished in 1872. 
 
The Company clearly considered that with the imminent closure of the Northgate Depot their 
Tavern opposite was of no further benefit to a Railway and they put it up for sale at auction 
on 9 June 1870, with a reserve price of £1500 freehold (Northern Echo 14 May - 8 June, & 
Darlington & Stockton Times, 4 June 1870). Given the apparent lack of change at the inn 
during the Company's long ownership the auctioneer's description of the property may well 
also describe it when built in 1826/27: 
 
'The house contains ten Rooms, inclusive of the Kitchen, five on the ground floor, with Pantry, 
&c, behind, and five Bedrooms on the first floor; also roomy Cellars, extending the whole 
length of the house. 
 
Behind the house there is a spacious Yard and ranges of Offices, consisting of a Brewhouse, 
Tunhouse, Stabling and other conveniences. The whole property occupying about 890 
square yards of grounds, and being in good repair, and situated in the principal thoroughfare 
in Darlington, presents a favourable opportunity for a desirable investment.' 
 
After 43 years in S&DR ownership and 40 years of 'accommodating the coal agents and 
others having business to transact at the Depot' the inn was passing into private hands. 
 
1870-72 - Private Ownership and Modest Change 
The purchaser, for £1800, was Alexander Young, a brewer and wealthy citizen of Richmond 
who owned a handful of other pubs (RAIL 667/1416). Apart from supplying the Tavern with his 
beers Young seems not to have wanted to change the Tavern or its operation very much. The 
existing tenant, for instance, John Pollard, remained in place until he died in 1877; his wife 
then took over for two years. 
 
Young did, however, recognise the need to bring the old Georgian inn, built to serve horse-
and-cart Depot visitors, up to Victorian standards that would appeal to the growing residential 
and commercial influx into the area. So he commissioned in late 1871/early 1872 two 
changes: a simple small extension at the rear to provide an indoor WC above a lobby. And, 
more strikingly, to achieve a 'pubby presence' in the now-busy street scene he had part of the 
front ground floor elevation altered to project a canted bay three feet forward of the 
previously flat building line (Darlington Building Plans, 1865-1877, DCRO Da/NG 2/370). Mr 
Young's business experience would have told that without such a presence most passers-by 
would have continued to pass by. For him it was essential. 
 
The plans submitted to the Council by Mr Young's architects, Ross & Lamb, unfortunately do 
not include 'before' drawings but it is clear from the 'proposals' drawings that most of the rest 
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of the Tavern was left untouched, inside and out. The architects' proposed front elevation 
sketch is, however, useful as the oldest surviving today, showing the front entrance standing 
above three steps, as indicated on the 1855 OS map, and positioned perfectly below the third 
upstairs window from the left. 
 

 

1871, Extract from the Ross & Lamb proposals for the Tavern frontage (Durham County 
Record Office). 

 
1895-1900 - GG Hoskins 
When Alexander Young died, he left, as part of his estate, his brewery in Richmond, the 
Railway Tavern and four other fully-licensed pubs. The whole was put in one lot at auction in 
June 1895 and an ambitious regional brewery, Fenwick & Co. of Sunderland, bought the 
package for £6,050 (Daily Gazette 8, 10, 11, 15 & 17 June 1895). 
 
Fenwick's will have wanted to bring the Tavern further up to date at a time - that of 'gin 
palaces' - when breweries were competing in their enhancements to pubs, so they engaged 
Darlington's most prestigious architect, George Gordon ('GG') Hoskins, to draw up proposals 

(Darlington Building Plans, 1896-1904, DCRO ref: Da/NG 2/2248). His ideas were submitted 
to the Darlington Board of Health in May 1898 and were approved four weeks later. 
Fortuitously, his detailed layout plans - both 'as existing' and 'as proposed' - have survived, 
although no elevation drawings. The 'existing' plans reflect the pub's interior after the Ross & 
Lamb works, which, being modest, mean the untouched elements of the layout were almost 
certainly that of the building in 1827. 
 
Hoskins' works brought the pub up to late-Victorian standards, improving the 'back of house' 
catering, sanitary and housekeeping facilities. But more pertinently in respect of the historic 
fabric they disrupted the earlier - in part original and in part Ross & Lamb's - arrangement of 
the public drinking rooms at the front of the pub to meet the latest customer requirements. 
Two newly-created front rooms to the left of the entrance (a second bar and a fashionable 
smoke room) were aligned with changes to the ground floor frontage which provided them 
with enlarged windows. To further promote the Tavern's 'pubby' appearance and presence on 

Do not reproduce 
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the street Hoskins refronted the whole width of the ground floor, including the existing canted 
bay to the right of the entrance, with a unified - and undeniably dignified - new frontage. 
 
 

 

1898, Hoskins' existing plans for the Tavern (Durham County Record Office). 

 
 

 

Do not reproduce 
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1898, Hoskins' proposed plans for the Tavern (Durham County Record Office). 
 
The entrance door, still reached by a short flight of steps, remained untouched, leading as 
before into a small internal lobby which accessed a takeaway 'bottle-and-jug' area directly in 
front as well as the bars on either side. The upper part of the front elevation - including its 
four windows, each positioned perfectly above the ground floor fenestration, remained 
untouched. Internal layout plans showed the upper floor effectively unaltered, comprising four 
bedrooms and two unmarked rooms, previously labelled a fifth bedroom and a club room. 
 
GG Hoskins' changes can have been barely, if at all, finished when in September 1898 
Fenwick's was taken over by a yet-bigger brewery: George Younger & Son of Alloa. 
Younger's later became part of Whitbread and in 1969, nominal ownership transferred 
between their subsidiaries Flower's and Nimmo's. 
 
1980-Present - 'Plush' Change 
Circa 1980 the highway authority introduced a traffic scheme in Northgate to reduce the 
number of side road accesses to improve flows along the main road. Among the junctions 
closed was that with Leadenhall Street. To enable continued access to the premises behind 
Northgate a new access road was built off John Street called Progress Way. This removed 
about 30 feet of the remaining yard of the Tavern, including the site of its stables. 
 
Little can have changed at the Tavern itself for many years - other than an increasingly rapid 

Do not reproduce 
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turnover of tenants - until 1986 when the new management of Peter and Lynn Campbell 
proudly announced in a sponsored newspaper advertorial 'a massive facelift': 

 
'The old place just isn't the same these 
days - it's so much plusher! The lounge 
and bar are unrecognisable. We've had to 
close this week while new floors were laid,' 
explained Lynn. 'We've managed to keep 
the bar open throughout but the lounge 
was closed for five weeks for alterations.' 
In that time the lounge was doubled in 
size, taking in an area used as a store 
room. And now the spacious, open-plan 
room has a raised area with dance floor.' 
(Northern Echo, 7 August 1986) 
 

So, the Tavern's public rooms were 
disrupted once again to meet the 
perceived commercial needs of the day. 
There has been little physical change 
since 1986 but, Coronavirus restrictions 
notwithstanding, the Railway Tavern 
remains in use - as an inn and under the 
name Railway Tavern - nearly 200 years 
after it was built.  

 

Evolution of the frontage. Top 1827 (probable), 
middle -1872, bottom 2021. Sketch: Brendan 
Boyle 

 

 

A great many of its original built 
characteristics have survived and it has 
outlasted countless younger pubs that 
have closed in the area. It is the sole 
tangible and operational reminder of 
Darlington's historic Georgian Branch line 
and Depot. It deserves full and proper 

recognition through the listing process for its unique historic interest. 

 

FROM THE ARCHIVES 2: THE DEATH OF RACHEL PEASE 

Rachel Pease (nee Whitwell) was married to Edward Pease on the 30th November 1796 and 
together they had eight children brought up in their family home on Northgate from late 1799. 
Rachel died unexpectedly on 18 October 1833 aged 64 when visiting friends in Manchester. 
This is an extract of a letter from Edward Pease on the afternoon of her death in Manchester 
to his youngest son Henry Pease who was visiting Leeds.  

'last night thy most precious mother retired to rest as usual well but getting into her bed from 
which she had risen in the course of the night & placing her knees on its side to raise herself 
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again into it she slipped down upon her knees with much force & the shock to her system has 
been such as the drs fear has caused an alarming concussion on the brain - she only 
complained of her knees & said she had a violent shock when she returned to bed And she 
was soon asleep - but it was short, & when she awoke was slightly delirious, that in the 
course of the day has given way to a constant stupor & unconsciousness of all that is doing 
around her, has not recently opened her eyes, nor could I say there was a ray for hope to 
seize upon except in the goodness of the Pulse' 'but now the affecting end is come at about 
half past the peaceful and purified spirit took its flight - my belief is that after the 2 first hours 
it was granted her to be free from the knowledge of pain and she gradually sunk into the 
arms of everlasting mercy with all the peacefulness with the infant sinks into sleep - my spirit 
entertains no doubt but a mansion of the blessedness is hers',… 

Her body was brought back to Darlington, and she is buried in the Quaker burial ground 
there. Thousands attended her funeral. According to Francis Mewburn, the railway 
company’s first solicitor and responsible for seeing the Stockton & Darlington Railway Bill 
through Parliament, ‘She was kind and benevolent to the poor and of a sweet disposition’ 
(Mewburn 1876, 34). Edward visited her grave every week for the rest of his life.  He 
regularly referred to his love for her: 

“Ah! So sweet, so pure, was the affection which existed between my beloved Rachel and 
myself, that if a sense of it could be renewed in the interminable bliss of heaven, my joy 
would be full.” (The Edward Pease’s Diaries edited by Sir Alfred E. Pease 1907, p114) 

Caroline Hardie 

RAILWAY PUDDINGS: A tasty historical culinary investigation 

Martin Peagam 

Last year, in her blog on The Railway Station Shop web site, Caroline Hardie of The Friends 
of the Stockton & Darlington Railway posted a recipe. It was a recipe for a ‘railway pudding’ 
from the Edinburgh Book of Plain Cookery Recipes first published in 1932 (a book primarily 
intended for students of domestic science at Edinburgh College). She challenged people to 
have a go at baking it. 

Well, I accepted the challenge. Purely in the interest of historical research, you understand. 
With mixed results. The original recipe was as follows: 

The Parts 

 Half pound flour 
 Three ounces butter 
 Three ounces sugar 
 One large teaspoon baking powder 
 One egg 
 Jam 

The Journey 

Mix the flour and baking powder in a basin; rub in the butter; add the sugar; beat the egg, 
and mix into the dry ingredients. Beat the mixture well, and, if necessary, add a little milk to 
make the mixture of a soft dropping consistency. Pour into a greased tin, and bake in a hot 
oven for about three-quarters of an hour till firm to the touch. Turn out and allow to cool. 
When cold, split in half and spread with jam. Dredge the top with sugar, and cut into fingers. 
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Personally, I thought that the recipe lacked clarity in a number of places. ‘Bake in a hot oven’: 
how hot? What sort of flour / butter, etc? I put together ingredients which I hoped matched 
those of the original recipe.  

The Parts (revised version) 

 227g Plain Flour 
 85g Hard Unsalted Butter 
 85g Caster Sugar 
 1 Large Teaspoon Baking Powder 
 1 Medium Egg 

The Journey 

I then followed the journey timetable as closely as possible. However, it was clear fairly soon 
after departure that the dough was very heavy, and so an extra egg was added to the 
mixture, together with a little milk. 

The Arrival 

Once baked it was quite good. Surprisingly good, rather like a Pound Cake. The jam and 
sugar were, I assume, intended to give the hard-working railway man a burst of energy. 

But …… could it be improved upon? 

 

The Arrival (revised version) 

The recipe published in 1932 includes 
Baking Powder. This was the magic 
ingredient that transformed baking in 
the nineteenth century. Baking powder 
was nearly as important an invention 
as the steam railway. Prior to its 
invention, baking a cake took hours, 
required significant hard labour, and 
success was very dependent on the 

slightest changes in temperature or atmosphere. Put simply, cake was a volatile luxury. 

In 1843, Alfred Bird, a British inventor, formulated the first substance we would recognize as 
baking powder and began selling it. Alfred Bird allegedly made baking powder so he could 
make yeast free bread for his wife, Elizabeth, who had allergies to eggs and yeast. This is 
the same Alfred Bird who invented the wonderful Bird’s Custard Powder. 

Bird combined cream of tartar (an acidic powder composed of potassium bitartrate) and 
baking soda, keeping the two apart until they were to be used so they wouldn't react too 
early. Unfortunately, cream of tartar was an expensive by-product of winemaking.  

The need for a viable alternative to expensive baking powder drove a young chemist at 
Harvard University, Eben Norton Horsford to create and patent the first modern baking 
powder. Horsford developed an acid compound that could react with baking soda to create 
those desirable CO2 bubbles. Horsford patented his invention in 1856 and launched it onto 
the market three years later. There followed a commercial battle between various companies 
but baking powder had arrived. 
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However, I offer you an alternative version of the recipe, one which results in a much lighter 
and more enjoyable cake, and one which does not require baking powder. Instead, it uses 
self-raising flour, flour that already has a raising agent added. This was invented in 1845 by 
Henry Jones, a Bristol baker. Jones hoped that his invention would allow ‘hard tack’ to be 
removed from the diet of sailors but unfortunately the Admiralty resisted for some years. It 
took a ten-year-long letter writing campaign, culminating in a plea to every single Member of 
Parliament, before the Admiralty accepted self-raising flour in 1856. 

The Parts 

 200g Self Raising Flour 
 200g Butter Softened 
 200g Caster Sugar 
 4 Medium Eggs (beaten) 
 2 Tbsp Milk 
 1 Tsp Vanilla Extract 

The Journey 

1. Line 950g Loaf tin with cake tin liner (or oil and line the tin with baking parchment) 
2. Heat oven to 150 degrees Fan 
3. Put Butter and Caster Sugar in Large Bowl and beat together until pale and fluffy 
4. Add beaten eggs gradually, beating well between additions to keep mixture smooth 
5. Add Flour / Milk / Vanilla Extract and mix then scrape into Loaf Tin and smooth the 

surface with a spatula 
6. Bake on middle shelf for 50-60 minutes (until a skewer placed into the cake comes out 

clean).  
7. Leave to cool in tin for 10 

minutes, transfer to cooling rack 
to fully cool 
8. Slice in half and spread 

inner surface with jam before 
replacing top half. 
9. Slice as required to eat 

 

The Arrival 

Wonderful! The perfect 
accompaniment to a freshly 
brewed cup of tea. For engine-
driver, fireman and passenger 
alike. 

The improved and tested product.  

MASONS ARMS SEMAPHORE SIGNAL 

Trevor Horner 

A signal was first recorded at the western approach to the Masons Arms Level crossing on 
the Ordnance Survey map of 1897. The previous survey of 1855 didn’t show the signal, 
however, following the takeover of the S&DR by the NER in 1863 semaphore signals were 
progressively introduced. Thus, it’s quite likely that a signal has stood in the same spot in 
excess of 150 years. 
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The earliest photo of the signal is probably from the 1920’s. The shot of the Masons Arms 
Crossing shows a NER type signal and displays the overhead electric apparatus of the 
Shildon to Newport route. This part was electrified as the locomotive depot was at the far 
western end of the Works. Photos taken in 1960s and 70s show the signal too but with the 
opposing signal altered from an NER lower quadrant to a BR upper quadrant during this 
period. Also in that period, the crossing gates changed from traditional large gates to boom 
gates. This occurred in the late 1960’s when the gate box was also rebuilt and likely the 
signal was altered at that time. The signal features prominently in a photo taken during the 
1975 celebrations and shows Raveningham Hall crossing the Masons Arms to take part in 
the cavalcade. Based on the dates on some of the castings, our signal dates from about 
1956. 
 

 
Photo of a signal at the Masons Arms Crossing c. 1920s 

In 2019 BIG were seeking a location to display a set of stone sleeper blocks. The favoured 
site was located opposite the Masons Arms PH (now Cape to Cairo), and we rediscovered 
the signal now almost obscured by trees and bushes planted following the closure of the 
Wagon Works. As part of the clearance operation for the stones the area around the signal 
was also cleared and Durham County Council removed some larger trees. It then became 
obvious that a major refurbishment was needed as time and neglect had taken its toll. 
 
The post was stripped of all the apparatus which was sent away to Stockton Castings for 
shot blasting and priming. The paintwork on the post was removed to bare metal and 
repainted as near as possible to original colours. A new semaphore arm was obtained as the 
original was too corroded to repair and, with much effort, replacement spectacle glasses and 
seals were found. All the securing bolts were severely corroded and new ones were 
manufactured along with a remake of the access platform. Work to reinstate everything was 
held up by COVID restrictions but this finally happened on the 21st June 2020 when the post 
was given another coat of paint. 
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The 1975 cavalcade 

 
 

          
Left: the signal before restoration rusting amongst self-seeded trees. Right: the newly restored 

signal ready for 2025 
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The new arm 

 
The observant will see that the signal is not orientated as it was originally. Everything 
attached to the post has been turned through 1800 principally to make the signal more easily 
seen, with the coloured front of the arm now facing the road and footpaths. The signal is 
‘pulled off’ indicating we’re heading to the 200th anniversary. Landscaping by DCC is to be 
carried out soon and hopefully this will mature before 2025.    
 

NOTES AND QUERIES FROM HISTORIC ENGLAND – Building bridges and 

were there two John Carter’s associated with the S&DR? 

Eric Branse-Instone, Listing Adviser working on the S&DR for Historic England 

Between Newton Aycliffe and Heighington Stations there are three masonry overbridges 
effectively built to the same design, these being Simpasture, School Aycliffe Lane and Wood 
House, with a fourth matching example also surviving south of Myres Flat at Little Whessoe. 
A fifth bridge, Codling Bridge which was demolished in 2012 for the siding to the Hitachi 
Works, may have been of the same design.  The use of rock-faced masonry sets them apart 
from the smooth ashlar used for the original bridges built in the 1820s and it had been 
assumed that this set of bridges were later C19, perhaps built by the North Eastern Railway 
after 1863. I have been investigating these bridges to consider if any might be suitable for 
designation as listed buildings and have been in contact with Bill Fawcett who has very kindly 
shared his knowledge and research. Although still uncertain, we are coming to the view that 
these bridges date to 1832 and were built by ‘John Carter’, but this raises an additional 
interesting question which I will come back to later.   

North Eastern Railway bridges often used rock-faced masonry and narrow string-courses, but 
their arches are generally formed with voussoirs that are fitted into the coursing of the 
sidewalls rather than formed into arch rings as seen here. Wood House and Little Whessoe 
Bridges, which unlike the other two of the four have not been significantly altered in the C20, 
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are also very narrow waisted in plan form which is a characteristic of early overbridges, but it 
is the narrowness of the arch (Whessoe being only 21 feet 10 inches) which is the clearest 
indication of an early date, fitting in with the S&DR’s original standard 22 feet width for the 
permanent way rather than the slightly more generous 25 feet that was adopted sometime 
later.     

 

Wood House Bridge Photo: Niall Hammond 

 

A map dating to 1828 showing what is now referred to as Wood House bridge on a stretch of single 
line with passing places to the north and south (DCD/ E/AF/7/1-2 John Davison plan of Great Aycliffe 
for Dean and Chapter of Durham Cathedral, with book of survey, 1828) 
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To minimise initial construction costs, the S&DR had been built as a single line with two-way 
operation facilitated by frequent passing loops. Although the formation of the line, such as the 
cuttings and embankments had been constructed to allow for dual-line operation, bridges 
appear to have been built for single line operation. However, the amount of traffic quickly 
exceeded expectations, and the reliance on passing loops resulted in significant operational 
difficulties. Consequently, the decision was taken in the early 1830s to upgrade the line 
between Stockton and Shildon to dual track, this necessitating the widening of underbridges 
and the complete replacement of overbridges. Railway Committee minutes dated 10 
February 1832 records that the contract for widening the bridges at School Aycliffe Lane, 
Simpasture, Codling and Myers Flat, was given to ‘John Carter’ with subsequent records in 
May of the same year noting payments for completed work.  

Do these records date the construction of the bridges? The surviving bridge at Myres Flat is 
an underbridge built in smooth ashlar which we think dates to 1825 – but might this have 
been a miss-reference to Whessoe or Wood House? Demolition rubble of Codling Bridge 
included reused four-holed sleeper stones, which suggests a construction date after the 
switch to timber sleepers in the 1840s, but might just represent later repair or even the use of 
over-ordered or rejected sleeper stones from the widening works in the early 1830s? 
Questions, Questions! But perhaps the most curious question is: who was this John Carter?  

We think that there must have been two John Carters associated with the S&DR: John 
Falcus Carter of Heighington, a stone mason who ‘saved Skerne Bridge’ in 1828 but who 
died in January 1831 (see Brendan Boyle’s article in The Globe Issue 3) and an unrelated 
John Carter, a building contractor who won the contract in 1832. It would have been helpful if 
the S&DR Secretary had clearly drawn a distinction between the John Carter of 1832 and 
John Carter of Heighington, but there would have been no need at the time because the 
latter individual was already dead, a fact probably known to members of the board. Bill 
Fawcett also highlights that John Simpson, (who had previously worked with the original John 
Carter), was given the contract in his own name for alterations to Skerne Bridge in May 1832. 
This could be taken to further support that the John Carter of 1832 was a different individual.  

If any readers have further light to shed on these bridges or John Carter, I would be very 
interested in hearing it. I will be speaking to the Friends via Zoom on 12th August or can be 
contacted via ApplicationsNorth@HistoricEngland.org.uk.        

 

NEWS AND EVENTS   

 
Our new web site 
The Friends now have a new web site https://www.sdr1825.org.uk funded by the Culture 
Recovery Fund and administered by the National Lottery Heritage Fund and Historic 
England. It is a more modern looking web site which conforms to current standards relating to 
accessibility and security. It can be used on desktops, tablets or mobiles. Images on the site 
are from members and Facebook followers as well as being sourced from our archives – 
thank you to everyone who has contributed. The web site now contains a selection of 
archives, a Community Museum consisting of information about People of the S&DR and 
Artefacts of the S&DR. It also has an online library of publications. It is now possible to take 
out membership or renew membership on the web site and we have a very small number of 
products for sale in the shop. The site has the capacity to grow, so we can add new 
information to the site. The site also has a news page so do visit it to find out what the latest 
news is instead of waiting on your next edition of The Globe. It also has an events page, so 
this is now the go-to place to find out where and when the next Friends’ event is taking place. 
 

mailto:ApplicationsNorth@HistoricEngland.org.uk
https://www.sdr1825.org.uk/
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Fighting Cocks Pub 
We were devastated to learn that the planning committee at Darlington Borough Council 
gave planning permission on 9th June to convert the former Fighting Cocks inn, now Platform 
One pub, into a mini supermarket. There were ample planning reasons why this could have 
been refused and we feel that the Planning Officer's Report was full of key omissions and 
errors; consequently, the members of the Planning Committee were misled on a number of 
issues. The format of these meetings means that no members of the public were permitted to 
correct these errors and an important piece of railway heritage was allowed to be harmed.  A 
huge amount of volunteer effort went into making this pub an Asset of Community Value in 
the hope that the resources could be made available to buy it. Despite all the restrictions 
brought about by an extended covid lockdown, the local community still managed to raise 
£100k. 
 
As we work towards 2025 and the 200th anniversary of the S&DR, one of the significant 
USPs of the S&DR was the development of inns along the line as proto stations.  Several of 
these survive and could make a huge contribution to the experience of visitors to the area by 
providing hospitality to those exploring the 26-mile-long walking and cycling route. This 
planning decision by a local authority who are supposed to be our partners in the wider 2025 
project flies in the face of everything that we are all trying to do and runs counter to the 
millions of pounds being spent along the line preparing for 2025. Nobody wants to travel to 
see the back end of a mini supermarket.  
 
With few options left and the subsequent increase in value of the inn because of the planning 
permission, the Friends have written to the Tees Valley Mayor Ben Houchen, asking him to 
buy the pub freehold and transfer it to the community pub group to keep it in hospitality and 
benefit from the social and economic opportunities that 2025 will bring. Sedgefield MP Paul 
Howell has expressed his support to try and keep the pub bid alive and persuade the 
developer to withdraw the proposal. Meanwhile the developers are agreeable to discussing 
the details of the proposal required as conditions of the permission with the Friends before 
they submit them for approval.  There will be public consultation on the landscaping 
proposals. 
 
Other news and events in brief 
Historic England carried out a geophysical survey around Hackworth’s Soho Works in 
Shildon in June. The report is awaited. 
 
A number of historic buildings at the west end of the Locomotion site in Shildon have now 
been re-assessed for listing. Hackworth’s house has been upgraded to listed grade II*. The 
goods shed is now grade II.  
 
Historic England are looking at how to run a project around the railway taverns of the S&DR 
using the research by Brendan Boyle. 
 
Historic England have just appointed a 6-month post starting in August who will be working 
on Local Listing for the S&DR (assisting the separate Local Listing Project being run by 
Durham County Council) and also looking into public engagement and social media 
promotion of Enriching the List and the S&DR Heritage Action Zone. 
 
Planning permission is now being sought for the new Rail Heritage Quarter in Darlington. 
There are about 200 documents on the planning portal (reference 21/00708/DC) dealing with 
the proposals to create a new rail heritage quarter around North Road and the existing Head 
of Steam Museum in Darlington. While supporting the overall project, the Friends have a 
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number of concerns about elements of the proposals including the erection of a glass box on 
to the north elevation of the listed goods shed, the running of narrow gauge track on the route 
of the 1825 Darlington Branch extension,  poor disabled access to the platform, the mundane 
setting of the Skerne Bridge under this plan (including the Dobbin view), with the prominence 
of parking and the lack of integration with the through route for walking and cycling. 
 
Planning permission has been submitted for some of the changes to be brought about to 
Bank Top Station and its surroundings (planning references 21/00688/DC and 21/00691/DC). 
These changes involve the demolition of Hogan’s pub and the building of a 600 space multi 
storey car park and construction on the route of the Croft branch line. 
 
The Friends have now acquired equipment to help local group volunteers litter pick and carry 
out other maintenance works along the line.  
 
Saturday 7th August at Hackworth Park in Shildon: The Little Big Meeting between 11am and 
4pm. One of 18 events across the region taking place this summer in place of the annual 
Durham Miner’s Gala. The Shildon one will be modelled on miners’ family picnics of old – so 
very much in the spirit of the Gala; celebrating our coal and rail heritage – it will be an event 
for the whole family. 
 
Sunday 5th September Rail Heritage Exhibition, The Railway Institute, Shildon – see poster 
towards the end of this Globe. 
 
For other locally organised events see the Area Updates below.  
 

AREA GROUP REPORTS 

There are a number of area groups along the length of the S&DR mainline and some of its 
branches. These groups pay special attention to their local length of track, carry out research, 
record surviving features where accessible and with the landowner’s permission, carry out 
simple maintenance work such as litter picking and vegetation control. If you wish to join a 
group or set up one in an area that doesn’t currently have one, please get in touch with one 
of the Trustees (contact details at the front of this Globe). 

Report from the Etherley Incline Witton Park Colliery Group 

Like all other groups we have not been able to achieve all we had hoped on the road to 2025. 
This is due to the pandemic restrictions which continue to stymie the volunteers. However, 
looking forward to up and coming events, on Sunday 15th August, Mary Smith, our group 
secretary,  will be opening her garden for the National Garden Scheme from 1.30  - 4.30pm -  
admission £5.00.  

Refreshments available. This garden overlooks the Etherley Incline and we will be having a 
stall, where we will give out information and sell booklets etc. Why not join us and explore the 
incline at the same time? 

On Friday 24th September as part of the big weekend, for the first time ever Etherley will 
have its own anniversary event from 1.00p.m in the Methodist Chapel at High Etherley. The 
chapel has links to the nearby railway. One of the highlights will be Thomas Greener’s 1836 
model being back in the village. Dr Tom Walker will be giving his talk on the engine from 3.00 
p.m. There will be over a dozen display tables. Refreshment will available thanks to Etherley 
Methodists.  
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One of the many beautiful viewing points towards Etherley Incline you can appreciate on the 15 th 
August 

If anyone wishes to join the Etherley area group, please contact John Raw on 
jraw2883@aol.com. 

Report from the West Auckland/ St. Helen Auckland Group (WASH) 

The group has recently held two litter picks of the area and we have been able to hold our 
first face to face meeting. WASH will be playing a full part in the September celebrations; on 
the actual morning of the anniversary 27th we will be meeting up for a coffee in Broom Mill 
Farm Shop café from 10.00am.  This building has now re-opened with a major improvement 
to the car park, doubling the size. The invite is open to everyone. Bring your own flour sack!  
If you would like to join, please contact John Raw at jraw2883@aol.com. 

Report from the Brusselton Incline Group (BIG) 

The lack of warm weather early in the year was beneficial to us as seeds in general were 
very slow to germinate. This has led to fewer days spent than normal carrying out weeding at 
Brusselton. However, it did not last but a single weed spray and some light tidying has kept 
the whole site looking good. Shildon Council have continued to mow the level section 
alongside the stones, and we are continuing discussions with Durham County Council (DCC) 
on a long term maintenance plan. 

S (signal) Day eventually arrived on 13th May when the group successfully completed re-
fixing all the components to the signal post at the Masons Arms, along with another coat of 
paint to the post (see separate article in this Globe). A recent site meeting has been held with 
representatives from DCC and we are hopeful that the promised landscaping scheme will be 
implemented in the autumn once major funding has been secured.  

Stockton Castings produced patterns for the chairs and rail to fit to the 4-hole blocks and 
have now cast all the required quantities. Some refinishing, powder coating and welding are 
imminent, and we are expecting to complete the fixing late July/ early August.  

If anyone would like to join this group, please contact Trevor Horner at 
trevorhorner@hotmail.co.uk. 

mailto:jraw2883@aol.com
mailto:jraw2883@aol.com
mailto:trevorhorner@hotmail.co.uk
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A new area group in Darlington  

One of our Trustees, Cllr Mike Renton, has kicked off a new area group to help care for the 
Stockton & Darlington Railway. This group will cover Darlington and will be centred around 
the Arnold Road underpass on Tornado Way; consequently, the group has a temporary 
name of the Arnold Road Underpass Community Action Zone Group (alternative name 
suggestions welcome!). He hopes to kick things off with an event in July (details to be 
confirmed) but in the meantime, if you fancy getting involved in the transformation of this 
area, please let him know at mike.renton@darlington.gov.uk.    

Report from the Middleton St. George/ Fighting Cocks Area Group 

The Trustees of the Friends have agreed to reserve part of the underspend from the Cultural 
Recovery Fund to pay for advice on the restoration of the Waiting Shed, the Old Mill wall, the 
Loading Dock wall and the Crane Base.   

A walk with the local Historical Society has been arranged for Thursday 22 July at 6 pm.  
Peter has informed members asking for anyone to register their interest in participating with 
him at membership.sdr1825@virginmedia.com. 

If you would like to join this group, please contact Ross Chisholm at 
randpchisholm@hotmail.co.uk. 

Report from the Stockton Interest Group (SIG) 

CELEBRATING OUR RAILWAY’S BIRTHDAY – THIRD TIME LUCKY? 

After two failed attempts last year (for obvious reasons) we are once again working with 
Stockton Borough Council on a major event to celebrate the birthday of the Stockton & 
Darlington Railway – which this year will be the 196th! 

 

The Stockton celebrations marquee in 2017 

mailto:mike.renton@darlington.gov.uk
mailto:membership.sdr1825@virginmedia.com
mailto:randpchisholm@hotmail.co.uk
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The event will take place in Stockton High Street on Saturday 25 September 2021 – the 
closest Saturday to the actual birthday. 

The centre-piece of our event will be a giant marquee in Stockton High Street which will host 
a specialist railway-themed market, with circa 30 traders / exhibitors present, along with 
model railways, some narrow-gauge locomotives, and other related stalls. 

Peripheral events are planned for outside the marquee, and in the days running up to the 
main event, there will be performances of a new street theatre production called “Beer & 
Bread” which will tell the un-told story of the navvies who built the railway.   

We’re also working on a live music event the evening before our big day, extra appearances 
on the day from the famous Stockton Flyer, and a locally brewed Festival Beer. 

More details as things are confirmed will appear on our web site and Facebook Group page 
nearer the time, but for now – please save the date – Saturday 25 September! 

If you would like to join this group, please contact Barry Thompson at 
barrythompson007@hotmail.co.uk. 

Report from the Yarm Branch 

Nothing to report at the moment. If anyone wishes to join this group, please contact please 
contact Ross Chisholm at randpchisholm@hotmail.co.uk. 

MEMBERSHIP 

Fees can be paid at any time if you have 
forgotten. Our membership fees contribute 
towards our annual celebration events which 
raise the profile of the S&DR and they will be the 
Friends’ contributions towards any projects that 
we seek funding for and our activities. You will 
receive a PDF copy of The Globe and a hard 
copy if you express a preference for this when 
you renew membership. You will also receive 
preferential invitations to events and S&DR 
related outings. For a copy of the membership 
form, or if you have any questions regarding 
membership, you can contact Peter Bainbridge, 
the Membership Secretary on:  
membership.SDR1825@virginmedia.com or just 

visit our web site at https://www.sdr1825.org.uk/join-us/ 
Peter Bainbridge, Membership Secretary 

The Globe is named after Timothy Hackworth’s locomotive which was commissioned by the S&DR 

specifically to haul passengers between Darlington and Middlesbrough in 1829. The Globe was also 
the name of a newspaper founded in 1803 by Christopher Blackett. Blackett was a coal mining 
entrepreneur from Wylam with a distinguished record in the evolution of steam engines. 

All text and photographs are copyright Friends of the Stockton & Darlington Railway and authors 
except where clearly marked as that of others. Opinions expressed in the journal may be those of 
individual authors and not of the Friends of the S&DR. Please send contributions to future 
editions to caroline@aenvironment.co.uk. The deadline for the next issue of The Globe is 3rd 
December 2021. 

mailto:barrythompson007@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:randpchisholm@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:membership.SDR1825@virginmedia.com
https://www.sdr1825.org.uk/join-us/
mailto:caroline@aenvironment.co.uk
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The Stockton & Darlington Railway 

Opened in 1825 and running 26 miles between Witton Park in Co. Durham and Stockton via 

Shildon and Darlington, this is where the modern railway network was born. 

‘The Railway that got the World on Track!’ 

 

 

Walking the line at Locomotion. Do join us! 

The Friends of the Stockton & Darlington Railway was formed to bring together all those with an interest 

in the S&DR and to ensure that the 1825 line receives the recognition and protection it deserves. 

The Friends are working with local councils and partners to conserve and protect the original 1825 main 

and branch lines and associated structures. We seek international recognition for the Stockton & 

Darlington Railway as the birthplace of the modern railway. Our members also undertake research and 

fieldwork to make historic documents more accessible and we record surviving remains. We have 

produced seven self-guided walk booklets along the line which can be downloaded or purchased from 

our website.  

Find us on YouTube and Facebook – search for Friends of the Stockton & Darlington Railway. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


