Friends of the
Stockton and Darlington Railway
Minutes of Meeting held

Thursday, 5th May, 2022

Location

Darlington Railway Institute

7.00 pm

Members Present: Niall Hammond NH (Chair), Jim Atkinson (JA), Peter Bainbridge (PB),
Paul Boden (PB) Ross Chisholm (RC, Planning Officer), Richard Cowan (RC), John Dixon (JD),
Jane Hackworth-Young (JH-Y), Caroline Hardie (CH), Chris Powers (CP), John Raw (JR), Mike
Renton (MR), Yvonne Richardson (YR), Chris Slaughter (CS< Rights of Way Officer), Mary Smith
(MS), Richie Starrs (RS, HAZ), Leigh Taylor (LT), Tim Taylor (LT), Samantha Townsend (ST),
Alan Townsend (AT, Asst. Secretary, Vice Chair) , Barry Thompson (BT), R. Whitfield (RW)

1.

2.
3.
4.
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Apologies for absence. George Bee (GB), Julie Bee (JB), Sue Clarke (SC), Trevor
Horner (TH), Angela Pickering (AP), Ian Ross (IR), David Brown, Ed. Chicken,
Sue Fleury, Catherine and Mike Gilsenan, Chris Lloyd, Matthew Pease, Alan
Macnab, Frances Annette,, Norman Hugill.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Minutes of the previous meeting of the 7th April, 2022 were approved
Matters arising None
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Declarations of Interest None
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Chair’s report (APPENDED)
NH mentioned that there had been some concern about the length of these
meetings. He said that members should be ready with questions for the
writers of appended reports circulated in advance. While officer reports would
be circulated each month, unless questions were raised in future detailed,
annual presentations would be left until the AGM which was the more
important for accountability.
Referring to principal paragraphs of his report……..
He said that a report to be prepared by Julia Holberry Associates on an activity
plan over five years was important for the support of voluntary groups: so we
should be careful to respond to them when approached. RC asked who exactly
were the “Volunteers”, to which NH replied that they included volunteers of
Locomotion, North Road, Shildon Heritage Alliance, ourselves etc.
There was concern that local authorities were not following through on
intended work on the line: TH and NH had had to write to DCC about the
continuing wait for action at Brusselton and a meeting was arranged for 12th
May.

All

6.

Correspondence over developments at Heighington did suggest that “things
N Hugill,
were happening” behind the scenes.
NH
The Live Steam sub-group of the Exec. was to meet on Monday, including our
rep., N, Hugill.
RS mentioned that “Project 15”, handled by Tricolour Associates on behalf of
Historic England, will come up by September with four or five options for
longer term management of the historic line.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Presentation: Richie Starrs (S&DR Heritage Action Zone Officer),
‘Interpretation, Branding and Wayfinding for the S&DR.’ Followed by Q&A and
discussion.
RS said that the detailed proposals needed a system of priorities and grading
by size. He had already consulted the three local authorities for the main
structures, both information panels and public art structures. (Finger post
route finding was included in the proposals but not involved in the
consultation which he took with ourselves).
RS, NH
The following record incorporates RS’ record of the discussion of each
location, extended at each location by the FSDR view from the meeting and
NH.
Start of route (Witton Park) – Consensus that this is a good location for a large
interpretation panel and a piece of public art. Seemed to be support for a joint
commission to twin art work with Stockton Riverside at route termini
Start of Etherley Incline – Support for interpretation panel. A Chaldron Wagon
at this location rather than sculpture seemed to be the preferred choice. (Note
the FSDR aspiration for a number accurate replica chaldron’s along the line at
Etherley, Brusselton, Mason’s Arms, Aycliffe Station, Fighting Cocks and
Stockton Quayside; this could incorporate a partial heritage skills project to
train apprentices in metal and woodworking. FSDR member Paul Harle has
been developing ideas, and dialogue with Beamish has taken place)
Top of Etherley Incline – Support for interpretation panel explaining winding
mechanism. In terms of public art there was more support to undertake some
environmental improvements, including renewing the orchard, repairing
drystone walls and possible restoration of ponds. There was also a request to
highlight the Greenfields culvert. The role of landscaping schemes in
interpretation as much as panels and art was highlighted for both here and
other key locations
St Helen Auckland – Support for the two information panels at this location. In
terms of Public Art the preferred option was to incorporate something fitting
into the parapets of the ‘new’ Gaunless bridge design. Marking the crossing
point of the S&DR across the public highway was raised here, ideally with
either inset stone blocks or rails, but also with signage so that the presence of
the S&DR became more noticeable to general road and public space users
(this would apply to several other locations along the line from the A1, A66,
A688 etc)
Brusselton – Support for information panels as long as they are sensitively
sited. Also a request to have a road sign to show that they are passing a
significant S&DR site. No clear consensus here on location of public art but
support for the AR/VR recreation of winding house.
Shildon – Support for the Panels and Public art at this location (Masons arms
and hand over to Loco site)

Aycliffe Station – Support for information panel, public art a low priority here.
There is however an excellent opportunity to relocate hidden sleeper blocks
on the southside of the line (recently declined by HE for designation), to a
more obvious location on the north of the line at the station entrance, with
the addition of a replica chaldron this would enhance interpretation and
railway character.
Heighington Station / Locomotion No 1 – Support for info panel but building
restoration a high priority as we don’t want to interpret a derelict building.
Skerne Bridge – support for information panel. Also really important views of
Skerne Bridge from further south and especially from the north. Potential
viewpoint on North Road replicates Dobbin view looking north and excellent
abandoned window on Albert Hill, which could be consolidated and used as an
interpreted viewpoint which replicates some historic views looking south
North Road (our addition). Panel to illustrate the first merchandising station
and North Road rail bridge, mural on gable end to John Street, Railway
Tavern/coal drops to rear of Westbrook and then Edward Pease House. All
need some interpretation to join trail/RHQ to town centre.
Haughton Road Roundabout/Tornado Way (our addition). Key viewpoint at
west end from high ground at new Rail Housing Association development,
looking east over rail public art on roundabout and to include Arnold Road
subway
.MSG – Support for info panels as shown and also for public art piece.
Yarm Branch (our addition). FSDR preference for walking/cycling route going
from Urlay Nook (with panel to note start of Teesside chemical industry and
nearby 1925 site of centenary celebrations), down Yarm branch line to depot
and Cleveland Bay with interpretation panel, before returning north to re-join
historic main line at Tittybottle Park and on to Preston Park.
Preston Park – support for info panel and also support for a signature
intervention here. Although not clear at this stage what it will be.
St Johns Crossing – Support for Information panel and a rationalisation of
panels / board already in place. Also support to enhance the existing public art
at this location to make it more prominent in daylight hours. Better use/
access to the former coal depot at rear of St John’s crossing
buildings...possible S&DR trial car park with interpretation?
Stockton Riverside – support for both information panel and Public Art at this
location – need to ensure the location is correct or at least referred to. Key
start/finish point for the historic line and interpretation. Need to mark historic
quayside and link this in to the Castlegate redevelopment and Town Hall as
part of public realm and S&DR trial.
General comments
There is a real concern that there will be no reference to the line when
crossing roads (whether this be via stone sets and inset rails). FSDR requested
that this be once again looked at the relevant Highway teams at each LA.
Could we look at the feasibility of a sign on A1 identifying that you are now
passing S&DR (similar to a river sign)
A late thought from NH: as well as the three sizes of panel, we might also look
at our own small plaque scheme. Cast metal round plaques in black with white
lettering applied to specific buildings just to flag up their interest without

BT

NH

NH, RC

NH

overwhelming them and where there is no need for a major illustrated panel.
We’re thinking of one for the Sainsbury’s store at FC.
7.

Planning Officer’s report (APPENDED).
Item 1d North Leazes
An appeal has been lodged. The Friends had formally withdrawn their
objection subject to condition, acceptable to the applicant. No further action.
Item 1j Forrest Park
RC and JA met the Walking and Cycling Route Officer, the Footpaths Officer
and Tony Forster, DCC’s director on the Forrest Park Board. It was agreed that
a temporary unsurfaced footpath alongside the railway could be provided by
the developers in time for 2025 pending the formal route being provided, if
necessary, through the development as proposed. The Friends thanked JA for
arranging the meeting.
RC, MR
Item 2o, Solar Farm
It was agreed that RC and Councillor Mike Renton liaise regarding discussing
the situation first with the Council’s Planning Officer.
Item 2q Central Park Landscaping
It was agreed to support the proposals as recommended.
Item 3d Eaglescliffe station Footbridge
It was agreed to restrict our comments to the need for public access as part of
the S&DR Walking and Cycling Route.

8.

Reports from FSDR Area Groups

9

Future Events

SIG Tickets for the new film at the ARC are free. The producers are being helpful.
WASH invite volunteers to tidy the area around the Gaunless Bridge to work with the
Rivers Authority on 9TH June. Effective membership of the Grouo has fallen from 6 to
3 as a result of promised work being delayed by authorities.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------PB mentioned celebrations of 23rd May, as detailed in his circular of 3rd May. Other
events were left to our Facebook page etc.

10

Any other business
The meeting joined NH in expressing appreciation of PB’s work in securing over £700
in GIft Aid receipts through HMRC.

11

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Date of next meeting
Thursday 9thJune, Darlington Cricket Club, 7.00 pm
Chair’s Report/activity for April 2022
Another month of meetings, although many are now in person rather than via
zoom which makes them more pleasant! The continuing work with Darlington

Council on the second stage of the Heritage Lottery Fund bid goes on, and Julia
Holberry Associates have now been appointed to write the activity plan. This
will be an important document in providing support to volunteer groups along
the line over the next five years. Julia, (and Anna Salaman her associate), both
of whom have previously worked on earlier stages of the S&DR project, will
need over the next few months to talk to as many people along the line as
possible to capture ideas and aspirations to feed into the final report. I know
many are tired of talking to consultants who seemingly ask the same questions,
but please give them your time or come forward, as this is crucial to making
sure we have the right amount of resources in the next few years
Comments from many members and our area groups have shown growing and
considerable disappointment and exasperation with some aspects of local
authority support and delivery on matters S&DR. This is matched to a genuine
fear that with less than three years to 2025, many large projects such as the
restoration of larger structures such as Heighington Station or the creation of the
walking/cycling route may now be short of time. The question of on-going day
to day care of features such as the Brusselton Incline is also of considerable
worry, with several years of volunteer effort not at present being matched by
local authority action to support this in the long term. With this in mind I have
been writing to local MPs and meeting with the leadership of Durham County
Council in particular. I’ve tried to get across in no uncertain terms that we need
action and support now, not just for the success of 2025, but to encourage and
motivate our fantastic volunteers.
With regard to 2025, finally a working group on live steam has been set up and
we have been asked to join. I’m pleased to say our trustee Norman Hugill with
his considerable experience of operational steam railways has agreed to help me
represent the FSDR on this group.
We still await the result of the Durham 2025 City of Culture bid (for which
Durham are now in the final four), and we understand the assessment panel will
be visiting the area on May 9 th with a decision due by late May. If you see some
worthies standing by the railway on May 9th, be cheerful and nice to them!
We are about to enter the final year 3 of our Historic England capacity building
Grant. This year we have support for a number of projects, in particular a major
survey and report on the condition and issues such as heritage crime along the
line. This will cover every potential threat from fly tipping to graffiti, neglect to
burrowing animal damage. The intention is that this will then lead to a
programme of future conservation and management works. We’ll be holding
workshops for this and would welcome volunteers. The HE grant will also allow
a ‘Walking the Line’ study of the Black Boy Branch line (again volunteers
welcome), and a study of quaker involvement in the railways. Elsewhere we
continue develop an exciting project at Fighting Cocks with partners including
the MSG Parish Council.
We also have a small grant from Historic England to develop school education
material. We are now working with NRM Locomotion, Head of Steam and
Preston Park to commission an educational consultant to look at what’s
currently available and produce new material and resources for all museums and
schools to use when teaching and learning about the S&DR.

Historic England themselves are about to commission two pieces of work; firstly
a study on long term management of the S&DR along the 26 miles; and secondly
a study of Early Railway Stations and passenger provision which will build on
work by our own Brendan Boyle, Caroline Hardie and others and set what the
S&DR was doing in a national context. More on these soon once we have further
detail.
Archives and collections are a key part of our work, and while larger objects
will nearly always be passed on to one of the museums, we are keen to acquire
a good range of S&DR published material to build our own library. A regular
flow of such material is offered to us each month, often as a result of a legacy
or an elderly collector wanting to ensure their material is not lost. We are always
very happy to discuss such legacies and help treasured collections find the right
home. We are hoping that the wider archives of the S&DR, held by such bodies
as The National Archives and County Durham Record Office amongst others,
may well justify being put forward for designation as a ‘Memory of the World’
and international accolade and a project run by UNESCO.
I continue to provide talks for various local and regional groups to spread the
good word of our work and stimulate interest. This month I spoke to the
Architectural and Archaeological Society of Durham & Northumberland and at
the AGM of the Bishop Line Community Rail Partnership. Along with several
other members I also attend a presentation by Historic England on their work on
a Historic Area Assessment of Shildon, which looks like a really useful study of
how the first railway town evolved and the important surviving buildings still to
be seen. Once this is complete, we’ll tell members how to get a copy via The
Globe.
As ever I’m hugely grateful to our wonderful trustees and other keen supporters
and helpers without who we would have achieved very little. In particular I’m
looking forward to celebrating the 200th anniversary of laying the first rail at St
John’s Crossing on May 23rd and a number of other events at Stockton leading
up to and including the birthday weekend in September. If you feel inspired to
help out, don’t feel shy and do come forward, we can always find something for
volunteers to do be it little or small depending on your skills and available time.
All the best Niall Hammond Chair Friends of the S&DR. 02/05/2
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Planning Officer’s Report; S&DR Friends Meeting 5 May 2022
New applications and recent decisions are in red type. Any updates will be
reported at the meeting. Items 2o Burtree Solar Farm, 2q Darlington Central
Park, and 3d Eaglescliffe Station need to be discussed in order to agree what
action we should take. Other items will be taken as read unless members have
questions to ask or comments to make.
1 DURHAM COUNTY
d DM/21/01647/FPA Change of use of land for the keeping of horses and
erection of stables together with the erection of domestic storage building. North
Leazes Smallholding Low Greenfields St Helen Auckland
Further to last month’s report, this application was refused on 8 April for the
following reason; In the opinion of the Local Planning Authority the
development by reason of its design and location causes harm to the character
and appearance of the countryside and setting of the Stockton to Darlington

Scheduled Monument, contrary to Policies 10, 29, 39, 44 and 46 of the County
Durham Plan and Parts 12 and 15 and 16 of the NPPF.
e DRC/22/00103 | Discharge of conditions 4 (contamination), 6 (landscaping),
8 (external appearance) and 11 (bridleway resurfacing) pursuant to
DM/21/01954/FPA | Land To The South Of Bridge Inn Gordon Lane Ramshaw
Further to last month’s report, these submitted landscaping details have omitted
the hedge required along the northern boundary next to the site of the
Haggerleases branch. We have asked for this to be remedied
f DM/04293/FPA Installation of below ground pipeline from Lartington Water
Treatment Works to Shildon Service Reservoir
h DM/22/00002/FPA Change of use of public house to mixed public house and
hotel including three storey rear extension and conversion of loft space
including 3no. dormer windows to front and 1no. box dormer to rear to provide
guest and owner sleeping accommodation Timothy Hackworth 107 Main Street
Shildon
i DM/22/00717/FPA Construction of a new collection building for Locomotion
with associated access and landscaping; Land West Of Locomotion The NRM
At Shildon Dale Road Industrial Estate Shildon DL4 2RE Further to previous
reports, no progress has been made in deciding the above three applications.
j DRC/22/00067 | Discharge of condition 4 (phasing plan - Phase 1 ONLY)
pursuant to planning permission DM/19/00283/OUT | Land To The North Of
Newton Park Services Newton Park Coatham Mundeville DL1 3N Further to
last month’s report, permission has been granted for the extent of Phase 1 of the
development but not yet for its details. Agents for the developers have held a
consultation exercise seeking views before submitting the detailed planning
application. Comments based on the views of last month’s meeting were
submitted to meet the deadline of 24 April. These, with a plan of the proposals,
can be found at Appendix 1j at the end of this report. County Councillor Jim
Atkinson kindly arranged for me to meet the developers’ representative and
Council Officers on site and I will report the outcome of the meeting.
k DM/22/01041/AD Lectern information board for Northern Saint's Trail at
Low Greenfields
Durham CC has applied to erect a series of information boards about the
Northern Saints Trail and one is on the S&DR Etherley Incline at Low
Greenfields. The board includes information about the S&DR. 2
2 DARLINGTON BOROUGH
a Land at Vulcan Street/East of Wards Industrial Estate 19/00108/FUL Further
to previous reports, landscaping proposals have still not been submitted.
d Fighting Cocks Platform 1 conversion from public house to Sainsbury’s
convenience store 22/00216/FUL | Installation of ATM on west elevation
Further to last month’s report, permission was granted on 19 April.
22/00254/ADV | Display of 1 no. externally illuminated double sided projecting
sign, 1 no. ATM surround sign and re-location of 4 no. wall mounted signs on

west elevation Further to last month’s report, permission was granted on 19
April with the condition we requested that the illuminated signs be extinguished
when the store is closed.
f 21/00529/FUL Residential development comprising of 260 no. dwellings
including access, open space, landscaping, sustainable drainage systems and
associated infrastructure and works Land To The West & South Of Station Road
Station Road MIDDLETON ST GEORGE
m 21/01353/FUL Site of Former Corus Works (East Site) Whessoe Road
DARLINGTON
n 21/01468/OUT | Outline application with all matters reserved for mixed use
development consisting of light industrial, general industrial, storage and
distribution uses and/or hot food takeaway and a petrol filling station with
associated retailing Land East Of Lingfield Estate Lingfield Point
DARLINGTON Further to previous reports no progress has been made in
deciding the above three applications.
o 22/00213/FUL | Installation of a solar farm comprising of ground mounted
bifacial solar panels, access tracks, string inverters, transformers, substation,
storage containers, underground cables and conduits, perimeter fence,
temporary construction compound and associated infrastructure and planting
scheme | Land North Of Burtree Lane Burtree Lane DARLINGTON Further to
discussion at last month’s meeting, comments have been submitted to meet the
deadline of 25 April based on the views of members. These are attached as
Appendix 2o at the end of this report. The Heritage Action Zone Projects
Officer, the Council’s Footpaths Officer and the Campaign for the Protection of
Rural England (Durham CPRE) have submitted comments supporting our
position. Members’ views are sought on Sedgefield MP Paul Howell’s offer to
discuss our concerns.
p. Greater Faverdale (Burtree Garden Village) Design Code SPD
We have been consulted on a Supplementary Planning Document regarding the
design of the proposed Burtree Garden Village to the north of Faverdale. The
Bishop (ex S&DR) Line forms its eastern boundary. The document is mainly
devoted to the physical design and appearance of the proposed ‘garden village’,
but we have submitted the following comments in order to highlight matters
relevant to the S&DR:
The Friends of the Stockton& Darlington Railway are concerned that the
proposed development will further reduce the rural gap between Darlington and
Newton Aycliffe and thus harm the setting of the Stockton & Darlington Railway
as it existed when it opened in 1825. Every effort should be made in the design,
appearance and landscaping of the Garden Village to compensate for the
change from rural countryside. The Master Plan should include the Walking
and Cycling Route within an attractively landscaped railside corridor which
protects the setting of the S&DR (Local Plan Policy ENV2) and provides links
into the adjoining development. Any new railway station should incorporate
design elements and features which are inspired by and acknowledge
association with the former S&DR. The development should provide financial

or in kind contribution to the S&DR Heritage Action Zone proposals for
interpretation and waymarking.
3 q 22/00352/ DC and 22/00353/DC Land At Central Park John Dixon Lane,
with construction of footpaths, installation of artwork features, seating, etc. We
have been asked for our comments on proposed landscaping with footpaths,
artwork features, seating, etc on land at Central Park, the site of existing and
proposed prestigious enterprise and research development. These proposals
reflect the post-S&DR rail heritage of the site in the footprint of the roundhouse
and turntable, replicate the former rail lines in new green plantings and take
inspiration in materials from the sandstone setts and scoria blocks excavated in
the archaeology works. I recommended that we write in support and recommend
that directional signing will take people through here on the way from Bank Top
Station to join the S&DR walking/cycling route at Haughton Road; and suggest
the focal point sculpture train ought to be an S&DR engine, not necessarily No.1
but something early perhaps. Comments are requested by 11 May and members’
views are sought.
3 STOCKTON BOROUGH
d 22/0904/DLO | Prior approval for erection of new footbridge including lifts
and new staircases, demolition of the existing footbridge, ticket office and taxi
office, construction of new modular waiting shelter and taxi building. |
Eaglescliffe Railway Station Station Road Eaglescliffe TS16 0BT Presumably
passengers with cycles will be able to wheel their machines across the bridge,
using lifts, in order to access trains. However we should ask if it will be
permitted for non-passengers to use the bridge as part of the Walking and
Cycling Route and for it to be available at all times. Some members have
questioned the need for such a comprehensive replacement of the bridge,
removing features of railway heritage, even though these are not of S&DR
significance. Also, should there be ramped accesses, to replace or in addition to
lifts? These, and any other issues of concern, need to be discussed so that we
can submit our comments by the deadline of 13 May.
4 e 22/0664/FUL | Application for a new access roads for the creation of 100no
vehicle spaces to include the installation of 10no electric vehicle charging
station and any associated ancillary works to include 2 metre high palisade
fencing. | Land To The East Of Cleasby Way Eaglescliffe Comments were
required by 28 April and we submitted the following:
The Friends of the Stockton & Darlington Railway support this application and
they have the following comments for your consideration: The proposed car
park will provide a link in the Stockton & Darlington Railway Walking and
Cycling Route between Durham Lane and Yarm Road, via the proposed new
station footbridge, until it is replaced by the longer term intention to route it
through the Black Diamond subway. The submitted layout plan shows a 'footway
only' connection to Wass Way; this should be available also to cyclists. The
cycle storage area next to the access to the proposed new footbridge is noted
and a marked route between it and the Wass Way access should be provided to
guide cyclists safely through the car park.
Ross Chisholm Planning Officer FSDR 02 05 2022

Appendix 1j Forrest Park Phase 1 pre-application consultation: FSDR
Comments Thank you for seeking the comments of the Friends of the Stockton
& Darlington Railway on this preapplication consultation. Notwithstanding the
following comments, the Friends have resolved to continue to campaign for the
Walking and Cycling Heritage Route to be provided in a landscaped corridor
within the site on its western side and alongside the railway line. This could be
provided now and would reflect the importance of the route as an attractive asset
for the bicentenary in 2025 and hopefully the county’s years as City of Culture.
If needs be the route could be relocated to the proposed route through the
development, if necessary, should a rail served user appear in the long term.
Such an arrangement would ensure a more relevant and attractive route for the
many hoped for national and international visitors in time for the Bicentenary
rather than going through a dreary industrial estate.
With regard to the current matter The Friends note the proposal for the S&DR
Walking and Cycling Heritage Route through the site as part of Phase 1 and in
accordance with the route approved by the outline permission granted in 2019.
This should be constructed to be suitable for both walkers and cyclists as it will
form part of the link between Millennium Way to the north and Coatham Lane
to the south.
The existing unsurfaced bridleway alongside the northern boundary of the site
requires improvements to make it suitable for cycling. Paragraph 123 of the
2019 committee report and condition 15 of the outline permission recognises
this and refers to improvements between the site and Millennium Way. Can you
please confirm that these are to be funded by the developer as part of Phase 1?
There are uncertainties regarding providing a cycleable path from the site
southwards to Coatham Lane.
At present this is an unsurfaced public footpath as marked on the plan and it
crosses over the County boundary into Darlington Borough. The right of way
then crosses the railway line at an uncontrolled level crossing and it is unlikely
that Network Rail will agree to it being upgraded and promoted for cycle use.
This objection would be overcome if Darlington Borough Council provides an
alternative path on the east side of the railway to Coatham Lane. An alternative
diversion for cyclists to Coatham Lane could be made available by continuing
eastwards on the existing bridleway alongside the northern boundary and then
southwards on the proposed diverted bridleway within the eastern boundary of
the site. This will join the existing unsurfaced bridleway at the south eastern
corner of the site, within Darlington Borough and following the side of the
motorway to Coatham Lane. Substantial improvements will be necessary for the
off-site bridleways to make this route useable.
It is essential that a continuous suitable link between Millennium Way and
Coatham Lane be created in time for the 2025 Bicentenary celebrations of the
S&DR. In view of the above, the Friends strongly recommend you to discuss
the various off-site options with the appropriate officers of the S&DR Heritage
Action Zone and the 5 County Durham and Darlington Rights of Way officers
in order to ensure that the section of the route within the site connects effectively
with the rest of the route and is made available by 2025.
Appendix 2o 22/00213/FUL Burtree Lane Solar Farm: FSDR Comments
1. The Friends are seriously concerned about the harmful impact of the proposed

solar panel farm on the setting of the Stockton & Darlington Railway and hence
its conflict with policy ENV2 of the adopted Darlington Local Plan. Harm is
caused to the settings of the Grade 2 listed overbridge at Whessoeville
(designated heritage asset), and the Myers Flat embankment incorporating the
Coatham Grange accommodation bridge (non-designated heritage assets) when
seen from the public footpath and the A1(M). Descriptions of these assets can
be found in the S&DR Historic Environment Audit, commissioned by the
Borough Council and others in 2015. It is also not clear if original buried, arched
drainage ditches exist outside the railway wayleave within the site and parallel
to the line as have been identified on the east side of the line, trial trenching and
assessment of impact should have been considered in the proposals.
2. It is a proposal of the Heritage Action Zone to designate the S&DR, both
active and abandoned sections, as a conservation area, thus affording its features
the status of designated heritage assets. Council officers have completed their
assessments in consultation with the Friends and Historic England and the
proposed boundaries are due for public consultation later this year. The
importance of the Myers Flat embankment, the accommodation bridge, the
overbridge and other features in the vicinity have been assessed and they will
be included within the proposed boundary and their settings identified for
protection.
3. The application recognises that there will be some harm to the setting of the
embankment when seen from the public footpath that runs to the west of the line
northwards to the accommodation bridge. This will replace open pasture
foreground with ranks of solar panels. Furthermore the footpath will run for
some 150 metres between arrays at areas 6 and 8, destroying its ambience in
open countryside and affecting the setting of the nearby listed overbridge. It
should be noted that this bridge was recently listed by Historic England as it is
an almost intact example of a pre-1840 railway structure. As such it requires
greater protection as a designated asset. 6
4. The application identifies a number of distant viewpoints but does not assess
the impact of the proposals on the view from the A1(M) Durham motorway.
This is across a rural landscape of gently undulating fields offering pasture for
grazing cattle and sheep, providing a setting for the embankment of the S&DR
not unlike when it opened in 1825. Such a setting will be completely destroyed
by the arrays of solar panels. Any suggestion to screen the solar farm from the
motorway would obliterate the view and setting of the railway.
5. The application claims that passengers on the railway will experience only
transient exposure to the solar farm when crossing the embankment, but this
must be assessed in the context of the diminishing rural gap between Darlington
and Newton Aycliffe, currently about 4 kilometres. When the Burtree Garden
Village and Forrest Park developments are complete, this will reduce to 2.7 km.
The solar farm would reduce this further to only a single kilometre.
Recommendations
6. While the Friends acknowledge the benefits of providing renewable energy,
we believe the current scale and location of this proposal causes significant harm
to the setting of designated and non-designated S&DR heritage assets. As such
the proposal in its current form is contrary to the following planning policies
and should be refused;
NPPF 197. In determining applications, local planning authorities should take
account of: B) the positive contribution that conservation of heritage assets can
make to sustainable communities including their economic vitality; the
proposed scheme will impact negatively on the proposed S&DR
walking/Cycling route and the enjoyment of communities and the tourist

economy to enjoy the S&DR largely as it was first designed in 1825 within a
rare survival of its original rural setting. c) the desirability of new development
making a positive contribution to local character and distinctiveness. The
development provides no positive contribution to local character and
distinctiveness and is negative in impact.
NPPF 200. Any harm to, or loss of, the significance of a designated heritage
asset (from its alteration or destruction, or from development within its setting),
should require clear and convincing justification. Substantial harm to or loss of:
a) grade II listed buildings, or grade II registered parks or gardens, should be
exceptional; b) assets of the highest significance, notably scheduled monuments,
protected wreck sites, registered battlefields, grade I and II* listed buildings,
grade I and II* registered parks and gardens, and World Heritage Sites, should
be wholly exceptional. We suggest that unless the boundary of the proposed
solar farm is moved away from the S&DR as suggested in paragraph 8 below,
that the current proposals do not have clear and convincing justification and
amount to substantial harm to the setting of designated and non-designated
heritage assets and should be refused.
7. Darlington Local Plan Policy Policy ENV 2. Stockton and Darlington
Railway (S&DR) (Strategic Policy) Proposals which will conserve and
enhance elements which contribute to the significance of the Stockton and
Darlington Railway and its setting, including its trackbed and branchlines, will
be supported. Proposals will be supported where they include measures that
preserve any physical remains along the route, include site interpretation and
where appropriate reinstate a legible route where those remains no longer
exist. Development proposals that support the development of the S&DR as a
visitor attraction will be encouraged. The proposed development does not
conserve or enhance the S&DR and its setting, indeed it has a negative impact.
It also will have a negative impact on proposals for development of the S&DR
as a visitor attraction. For these reasons it is contrary to Policy ENV2 and
should be refused. 8. We would suggest revisions to the scheme could make it
compliant with planning policy and change the planning balance to less than
substantial harm and a public benefit, and offer the following suggestions. •
Currently the applicants offer to make amends for the harm caused by their
proposals by providing an information board. This is not sufficient. Harm
would be reduced by removing arrays on sites 1,3,8 and the northern part of
site 2 and retaining the land as open fields bounded by hedgerows. This will
provide a continuous open corridor between the arrays of panels and the
railway beyond the accommodation bridge to 7 the A1(M) and help protect the
setting from the motorway. The offer of an information panel is welcomed and
this should either conform to the approved S&DR walking/cycling route
design and content, or provide a financial contribution towards the overall
scheme. This would be a de minimis contribution and the developer should be
asked to explore other interpretation such as public art or fund approved
Highways England tourist signs on the motorway informing travellers that
they are passing beneath the historic S&DR. • The creation of the S&DR
Walking and Cycling Route includes the option of providing an attractive path,
replacing the existing public footpath, in an appropriately landscaped corridor
between the accommodation bridge and Burtree Lane. This would be designed
to enhance the setting of the S&DR. The developers should be asked to
contribute as a further measure to repair the harm to heritage significance their
proposals will be causing. Please keep the Friends updated on developments
on this matter and do contact us if we can provide further guidance.

Membership Report – 30 April 2022
Ordinary Members
To date:New members since last report (04.04.2022) – 8.
Membership renewal fees received after closing date of 31 October 2021 –
0.
Members re-joined – 0.
Membership – 177.
Members on Facebook – 40%
Our preferred method for membership renewal is via Standing
Order or Direct Debit. This saves members and our Membership
Secretary a considerable amount of time.
Currently only 15% of members pay by Standing Order
Suggest our Officers and Trustees lead by example.
Currently only 4 pay by Standing Order.
Bank details:Account name - The Friends of the Stockton & Darlington Railway
Account No. – 13612252
Sort Code – 20.61.46
Please use suitable reference to identify payee on our bank statement.
Your name Spike Milligan, bank reference – S Milligan – FSDR
Please advise when you have set up SO or DD, suggested date – 27
September.
Any questions please get in touch.

Corporate Members
To date:New members since last report (27.02.2021) – 0.
Membership renewal fees received after closing date of 31 October 2021 –
0.
Membership – 20.
Total Membership Fees & Donations received for 2021 to 2022 (OM’S &
CM’s) - £3256.00.
Gift Aid for 2020 to 2021 applied for and received from HMRC - £712.29.

Peter Bainbridge
Membership Secretary
30.04.2022

RESEARCH REPORT – Jane Hackworth-Young
This month has involved me working on my father’s papers – his
inventions and work with English Electric, Woods of Colchester,
the National College, Sturtevants and the War Office (later the
Dept of the Environment), and his work for the Timothy
Hackworth Museum. This is complete and is to go to Search
Engine at the NRM.
I was also asked to submit my research on the S&DR House
Plaques (finished) and the setting up of the Timothy Hackworth
Museum and the museum initiatives from 1975 until 1999 when the
possibility of an extension to the museum was muted, which
resulted in Locomotion (underway).
Caroline I are planning to deliver the above to the NRM in a
couple of weeks.
Maggie Pulle is continuing to assist both Caroline and myself with
further research at Kew and transcriptions.
JANE HACKWORTH-YOUNG
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