
Editor and Webmaster’s Report for 9th June 2022 

The Globe 

The next issue of The Globe will come out in July and the deadline for contributions 

is the 1st July. You can send them to caroline@aenvironment.co.uk. 

We currently have contributions on the Gaunless Bridge and Brusselton 

Engineman’s House. There is still plenty of space for more contributions and places 

to promote events. 

It is worth reminding Friends that while everyone gets a PDF version of The Globe, 

you can also have a hard copy – you just need to ask when renewing your 

membership. 

Website 

In the last month we have sold from our online shop:  

 3 complete sets of walks booklets 

 2 copies of Three Greeners and a Model Steam Engine 

 1 copy of our booklet The S&DR, the Railway that got the World on Track 

 and 6 new memberships 

We have also been contacted via our web site by people making general enquiries. 

Most notably his month we have been able to put descendants in touch with each 

other so that they can research the history of people associated with the S&DR. So, 

in one case we have descendants of Matthew Wragg, a one time driver (allegedly!) 

of Locomotion No.1 now in contact with each other and sharing family history. In 

another case, ranch owners in Sacramento have been in touch about the Dixon 

family. Their ranch was once owned by William Henry Dixon born in 1834 and they 

are setting up a museum in a barn once owned by him. We are therefore putting 

them in touch with Dixon researchers and family members.  

We have also had requests for information and offers of donations of books via the 

web site. 

Hackworth Archive 

I accompanied Jane Hackworth-Young to The National Railway Museum’s Search 

Engine in York to deliver a substantial amount of archive material relating to S&DR 

House Plaques and the work of her father Reginal Hackworth Young. More of this in 

a future Globe. While there I was able to take a look at some of the Raisbeck 

Archive. 

The Haggerleases branch line trackbed audit 

This is now on the Friends’ website online library at 

https://www.sdr1825.org.uk/publications-and-research/. You will find other similar 

reports there for the mainline and the Croft and Middlesbrough branch lines. Thank 

you to everyone who helped with this. The next one to be done is the Black Boy 

branch later this year.  
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Other research 

Wearing my consultant’s hat on I am currently working on a Conservation 

Management Plan for the Rail Heritage Quarter. The last one was written in 2004 by 

a team put together by the University of York and ran to a mere 600 pages. I hope 

the new one will be shorter. Thank you to everyone who turned out on Tuesday 9th 

for a walkabout to discuss the management of the site. We also had a productive 

meeting with Network Rail who of course own large parts of the RHQ including 

Skerne Bridge. A draft will be circulated later in June for anyone who wishes to make 

comments. It is clear from writing this that considerable research is still required on 

the evolution of the passenger service from Darlington.  

Work on Edward Pease’s House is currently parked while access to the last part 

(above Domino’s Pizza) is arranged.  

Caroline Hardie 

caroline@aenvironment.co.uk 

 


