
Friends of the Stockton & Darlington Railway. 

WWW.SDR1825.org.uk. Registered Charity 1177252  
 

Chair, Friends of the S&DR CIO, Marian Cottage, Lartington, Barnard 
Castle, Co. Durham, DL12 9BP. 

Email: niall@aenvironment.co.uk  
 

 

Chair’s Report/activity for July 2022 

 

Believe it or not we are now the owners of Locomotion No.1…but don’t get too excited, this 
is a full size but rudimentary model in wood and steel made several years ago which has 
been on display in a backwater of the Durham University campus at Stockton. Our local 
members of SIG (Stockton Interest Group), have negotiated with the University to rescue the 
model, and with generous support from Stockton Borough Council will be restoring it for use 
in future events and celebrations.  
 
The Yarm branch line may have been only just over a mile long, but it has a fascinating history 
and there are several well-preserved buildings and structures still to be seen, all wonderfully 
recreated in member Bill Ramage’s excellent model which was on display this month at the 
Cleveland Bay where a new book was launched. One of our continuing series of S&DR 
branchline studies, we were very pleased on this occasion to partner with the Cleveland 
Industrial Archaeology Society on a printed copy of this work co-authored by Bill, Barry 
Thompson, Ross Chisholm, Peter Bainbridge and in large part by our late and missed 
member Brendan Boyle.  Following a successful launch at the Cleveland Bay (many thanks 
to Peter the landlord), with a talk by Chris Lloyd, the book is now for sale from the FSDR 
website.  
 
The Cleveland Bay at the end of the Yarm Branch (formerly the New Inn and then the Railway 
Inn), was an early example of the S&DR and its directors showing ingenuity and identifying 
that users of the railway would need facilities.  The S&DR is rightly renowned for this early 
pioneering work in developing the idea of railway passenger traffic and established a number 
of railway inns along the line in part to provide facilities for those passengers. We hope to 
publish the research of members on this subject in the future, but in the meantime Historic 
England with our assistance, have appointed WSP consultants to look at the bigger 
nationwide context and the place and role of the Stockton & Darlington Railway in the 
development of the English railway station to 1842. We hope to be able to circulate their 
report later in the year. 
 
Negotiations with Durham County Council continue to inch forward for an annual grant to 
allow the Brusselton Incline Group to maintain the Incline in the fantastic condition they have 
brought it to. I understand the paperwork is now being drawn up so fingers crossed we can 
get this over the line very soon. At Fighting Cocks a meeting between senior officers at 
Darlington Council with myself and trustees Peter Bainbridge and Ross Chisholm, makes us 
hopeful that long term discussions over the former depot/station area at Fighting Cocks will 
come to fruition soon and allow us to take forward some significant restoration and 
interpretation works in partnership with the parish council and other local community groups. 
 
For our AGM this year in October I’m suggesting we hold this as a day school/conference 
where we can all gather together, with a selection of speakers and celebrate all the progress 
that is being made. There will also be opportunities for new trustees and officers this year 
and I’d urge members to consider putting themselves forward to either help in specific areas 
or as trustees. Please give me a call to discuss if you’d like to participate in a more hands on 
way. 
 
All the best. Niall Hammond, Chair 
Friends of the S&DR. 01/08/2022. 
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